Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



S'^L'^kLLhO^ 







sanjvuaii Aaiaxuas o n 



^ 





SERMONS, 



BT THE 



REV. JAMES ARCHER, D.D. 



M^ (^- 



A SECOND SERIES 



OP 



SERMONS 



FOR EVERY SUNDAY IN THE YEAR; 



TO WHICH IS PREFIXBO, 



Cot i^tvmonfi tor ;ftiiti!bM, 



BY 



THE REV. JAMES ARCHER, D.D. 



IN TWO VOLUMES. 



/ji^c^ ^/' ^ 







LONDON: 
CHARLES DOLMAN, 61, NEW BOND STREET. 



•H.DCOC.XLyil. 



L^S)H-3^)C 



.I^ANS 



: r ZK 





PREFACE .2. 

FIBST EDITION OF THE FESTIVALS. ^, ^ 

' M/l//i/ 



c=ae= 



Tha reception, favourable beyond my 
warmest expectations, with which the Pub- 
lic bate honoured the Sermons, that I for- 
inerly published for all the Sundays and 
sonic of the principal Festivals of the year, 
has encouraged lUe "to <;oniplete h>y plan, 
by composing the following discourses for 
^uch of th0 Festivals appointed to be ob- 
eerved b^ the English CcU^olics as were 
tiot noticetl iQ that collection* I trust, the 
reader will find in them the genuine spirit 
of' Religion, equally remote from supersti- 
-lion and impiety. It has been my constant 
Budeavour, both in this and in the former 
publication, to display the native purity 
and beauty of the Catholic Faith, and to 
exhibit the doctrines, and moral precepts 
of the Gospel, not as disfigured by the nar- 
voL. I, a 
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row and illiberal conceptions of some men, 
nor as distorted by the interests and pas- 
sions of others ; but as defined abd unfolded 
by that infallible authority, which Christ 
hath established the pillar and ground of the 
truths and with which he hath promised, 
that his divine Spirit shall abide to th6 end 
of the world. While I have been thus em- 
ployed, I have derived much comfort from 
observing, that, by the blessing of the Al- 
mighty, my bumble labours have contri- 
buted, at least, something towards promo* 
ting the interests of religion and morality^ 
This should be their first object. To suc^ 
ceed in this should be considered a^ their 
best reward. But I, nevertheless, think il 
my duty to acknowledge, that I am bound 
to much gratitude for having experienced, 
that, they have also universally met with 
the countenance and support, and, in many 
instances, have procured me the particular 
friendship, of the most virtuous, respecta- 
ble, and enlightened ornaments of the Ca- 
tholic Religion in this kingdom. 

Dttke Street, Lincoln's Inn Fields, 

Sei)t. 26, 1789. . 
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SERMON I. 



ALL SAINTS. 



OS THE POSSIBILITY AND FACILITY OP 
ATTAINING TO SANCTITY. 



I saw a great multilude, which no man could 
number J of all nations^ and tribes^ and peoples^ 

, and tongues, standing before the throne^ and 
insight of the Lamb.-^Kev. vii. 9* 

Xo this magnificent, to this transporting sped* 
tacle, we are now invited. Tiie sanctuaty of 
heaven is, on this day^ laid open to our view. 
The veil which concealed its glories is drawn 
aside, and we are called upon to contemplate, 
the bright assecpbly of the blessed, tjbe celestial 
choirs of angels, archangels, and seraphims^ihe 
glorious train of patriarchs, prophets, apostles, 
martyrs, confessors, and vii^ins, clothed in the 
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white robes of spotless ioDOcence, and bearing 
in their hands tbepaltns of victory and triumph. 
See now— *now that the days of labour and con- 
flict are over*^now that the sigh and the groan 
are hushed, and the tear is wiped away from 
their eyes for ever — see how they exult in full 
possession of the rewards of their past toils! 
Behold the joy that beams from their counte- 
nances ! See in their whole appearance every 
engaging expression of serenity and bliss ! 

But, while with the eye of faith ybu contem- 
plate their felicity, remember also, that these 
blessed souls are your friends, that they ire 
united to you by the bands of the tenderest 
and tntist perfect charity. Remember, and re- 
joice in the ^honght, that these princes of the 
heavenly court are your brethren and fellpw- 
memberis in Christ Jesus; that they have yo\ir 
interest at heart: that, from the abodes of bliss, 
they look down with a compassionate eye on 
lit, who ar«t still kbouring and sufiering in this 
r^Ae^jof tea)rs^ and powerfully plead oar cause 
before the tUreme of God^ sK^liciting for us from . 
the FaUic»* o^ mercies a profusion of his ohoicest 
gifts p»d graces. 

Neither is this tlte only subject which we 
Imve, for rcgoiciiig. We jnay be theit fatnre 
aMOGiati^^ Yes^ my bfetiiren, you, who now 
dweli in « hud ol misery and pttinr^-yoii, who. 
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|iaVe the ei\U of life td strode With-J^yoti, 
%bo are s»o oil(dn assaulted by temptations, se^ 
duced by vanity, perplexed With difficulties on 
every side— you taay, if you pkase, be at length 
eomp^nions with the saints in bliss, you may 
share their triumphs, ydU may be made equal 
to theto in glory. 

To anitiiate yoh to run on ivith alacrity id 
pursuit of the crown of glory with which they 
have been presented^ and to point out to yoil 
the pstth which leads to the enjoyment of their 
felicity, the Church comtnands yoti to celebrate 
this festival. Do hot idaagitte, tnf beloved, that 
the dhief intention of the Catholic Church, in 
appointing the festivals of the saints, is td ex- 
dte us to hdbout their memories. They need 
iiot dny hdnour fVom tis. Thyfriinds, O GoA^ 
s^y's the royal prophet, thy friends atk hanouted 
exceedingly. (Ps.cxixviii. l6.) Yes; they are 
honoured above all hieasure by their great 
Master, the King of kings, who is the foun- 
tain of all honour. But these feijtiv&ls Ate in- 
stltuted to the end, that we, froin .i:dnsidering 
the Splendid r^wstrds of their tirtues. May be 
effidsieiously moved t& Wsike virtue the first of>- 
jdcf of dtxr xtishes, the great aim of all our pur- 
suits ; that we tn&y b6 inspirited to walk ki the 
footsteps of the saints; in a word, that ^e xh&j 
become saints oifrselves after then: exattrpf^. 

b2 
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Therefore, that you may be enabled to de^- 
rive from this festival the advantages wbic]i it 
is intended to produce, I purpose to shew you, 
on this occ&sion, that the example of the saints 
entirely does away every pretext, which we can 
employ to cover or excuse our remissness in 
the practice of vitlue. As an apology for d is* 
orderly and vicious conduct, men usually al- 
lege, either their natural weaknesses and pro- 
pensities to evil, or the particular difficulties 
and temptations which are attendant on their 
situation in life. You shall see, then, in the 
examples which are set before us in this so- 
lemnity, first, that no pretence of our weak- 
ness, or of the violence of our corrupt inclina- 
tions, can ever justify our deviations from the 
observance of God's commandments : second- 
ly, that no difficulties peculiar to our state of 
life can be received as excuses for our not 
actually becoming saints in this world. 

I. It is indisputably true, that we must first 
be saints on earth, or we never shall be saints 
in heaven. Yet there are many Christians, 
who find immediately a certain gloom spread 
over their minds, ^ whenever this reflection 
strikes their attention. Their weakness is 
alarmed. They shrink back at the idea of 
great dijfficulties to be encountered, great vio- 
lence to be done to themselves. They. say,. 



that they cottld wish to be saifite/but they sb- 
i^eW know their owu frailty, that they cannot 
help considering the - attaining t6 sanctity as 
9oni6thibg next to impossible. 
. But, my beloved friends, whatever maybe 
your ideas or your natural feelings, you are 
commanded by the Almighty to be saints: Se 
ye holy; because I the JLard your God ani holy .* 
(Lev. xix. 2.) Be you perfect as also your hea^ 
venfy Father is perfect. (Matt. v. 48.) I might 
here argue, that the very' existence of this di- 
vine precept demonstrates the possibility of 
your obedience to it. It being certain, that 
God, who is essentially good and just, cannot 
impose upon us any commands, which we 
have not, or at least may not have, sufficient 
strength to execute. 

But, waiving at present this speculative argu- 
ment^ I maintain, that the examples, which we 
now have before us, make it sensibly evident,* 
that, notwithstanding the corruption of the 
world, notwithstanding our natural infirmities, 
and in spite of alt the obstacles which threaten 
to impede our progress ; to attain to sanctity> 
is not impracticable, is not even so very ar- 
duous and painful a business, as we' frequently 
conceive it to be ; and, conseqiiently, that we 
shall be without excuse before the judgment- 
seat of God, if it appear that we have not la** 
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loured to hMome aaitkts, ami even, that we 
liave not eflfectiially become saints in this Mrorld. 
In fiu!t, who were they whose triamphs we 
now celebrate ? What w^ve they once 1 Why, 
Ikejt were men, who were encompassed with 
tha same flesh and blood that we are; who 
had the <MDe 8618^8, the saiM natural diapo.!^ 
twii% kiolfaiations, affections, and passiops^ that 
we have.. The temptatipas, which they orer^ 
caqie^ wer^ not more easily surmountable ; in 
many cases Ibey were much more violent, thaa 
thos^ tby whjjclt we are assailed. While they^ 
lived pa earthy the evit spirit went abo«t, like a 
roaring Koq^ seeking whom, he might devoui*, 
and actuated by an infernal malice no Hss: 
ibrious and destructive, than that which, ha 
breathes at this moment. In their dayi^, the 
maxims of this world were as opposite to the 
dictates of ^roal Wisdom, as they can be now. 
Then, as in our time, ibe torrest of human 
custom hurried the giddy and unthioking oiuk 
tltude bead long" down to tJieabyss of perdition. 
flow did the saints stand their grouiidf? How 
djd they preserve their mnoQeDce? Hiad they 
more helps than we have ? Oh ! do. The pre* 
cious blood of Jesus, which was spitt to pnr«v 
cbase grace for them, flowed equally for us. 
No: the arm of God is not shortened: the 
jboun^ss ocean of bis tB«i:cies and: goodness 



is not, cannot, efver be dfied tip. Tlm^om^ 
what *the«ttmta wcte we also iMty hm. If wil 
areaot fmre and bol;^ as tibejr wtsM, thb renswtti 
18, we will not be wo ; we wilfalljr reaiat Hie 
openrfiofna of tiiat grace, which weaM ratkie o^- 
corrapt nature from the dongfatH^ and place qI 
anaoog the princes of the people of God. 

Blush, then, at your poor excuses* F<ir 
sbanse : be no longer scared by mere pbailtoma 
of difficulty. MetbJnks I hear the Auftbor df 
all sanctity thns addressing himself to eiach of 
us at this* moment : ** Look up, tepid and feor* 
fol creature; see these happy souls, whom. I 
haVe assembled together in my kingdom, and 
who in number far exceed the stars of 4be^ fir^ 
mament ; behold these Taliant champions, who 
have fought a good fight, and glotiofisly termi- 
nated their career; view this assembly of spot- 
less virgins, whose. tender age, whc^e sex ai»d 
delicate frame, seemed so Iktle fitted tD uiiidar^ 
go the labours of self-denials and austeritiM, 
What! cannot you do as much as these haive . 
done I'' Oh ! my friends, this reflect ion wd'ked 
80 powerfully on the mind of the great St. Atf- 
gudtin, that it effected bis conversion. Tbtt 
cutting reproach, *' Cannot you do what these 
have done?*' stun^ him to the very soul, bumib 
bled hi^ ptoud heart to tbe dust, and changed 
him firom a proitgate - libertine^ iato a {Hrodigy 
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of vittae. and a mirade of grace. I. know net 
how. it may ofkerate on your faeartSf my. bre^ 
thrien ; but.tbk I know, that^ if yoa can remain 
iimnoTed by it, you must bave shut your nrinds 
agaiuBt eMry irradiation of truths and be lost 
to ev^y gen^roiiB and nobie principle:: this I 
know, that; if any of you should be so wretched 
as^to receive your condemnation on the great 
accoiiufiDg day, nothing will more fully justify 
the sient^nce which will be pronounced upon 
you, than the presence of Ao many of yofir feK 
lowr^^neatures, whom you will heboid' :at the 
right baud of the Judge, raised thither by the 
very same graces which the Lord Jesus offers 
to you, graces, which you may have, if you 
please, and when you please, to apply for them 
4o.bis infinite bounty. 

The Catholic Church lays before her chil- 
dren, in the solemnity of > this day, the same 
incitements to virtue, the ^tme motives to ant^ 
mata their confidence, and to io&aime their de* 
sires, of attaiiiing to sanctity, which St. Paul 
so doquently enforces in his Epistle to the He- 
iMrews. Without spinning out a long detail of 
pa'ecepts and exhortations, he holds up biefor^ 
them great examples. He makes all :tiie just 
of the Old Testament, from Abel to Moses, 
and from Moses to the later prophets, pass, as 
it were, iu review before them. These^ sayd 
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tfae Bp6Bilef stoned kimgdemSf wrought jndtiee, 
obtained promitesj'-^reeovered strength Jroni 
ufmfhmssy became vaimnt in war^ put to ftight 
the armies of the aliens^^^'^^hers had trial of 
mockeries ami stripes, moreover also of bands 
and: prisons. Th^ were stoned, they were cut 
asunder, they were tempted, they were put to 
death by the sword, they wandered about — 
beiiag in want, distressed, f^icted; of whom the 
world was not worthy; wandering in T^kserts, m 
mountains, and in dens^ and in caves of the earth. 
(Heb. xi.) And therefore, lie cancludes; we 
also having so great a cloud of witnesses over us, 
laying aside every freight, and the sin that sur^ 
roundeth us^ let us run by patience to thej^ht 
that is set before us. — Fin' you have not y6t re- 
sisted unto blood striving against sin.— Where- 
fore Uft up the hands which hang down, and the 
feeble knees. (Heb. xii. 7.) 

Thus did the doctor of the Gentiles reasOD 
at that early period . Bat the argument conies 
to us with more than :redoubIed force. The 
cloud of witnesses, of which the apostle, speaks, 
has greatly thickened around us. During the 
course of nearly eighteen hundred years, which 
have since elapsed, each age has produced its 
assemblage of illustrious saints, whose exalted 
virtues and heroic deeds adorn the annals of 
theCliristian Church, and will be handed down 
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to Ike loffe and admlmtiM of the laiegt posie- 
litjr. Th^ world bad not then bebekl tho 
Cbrotum martyrs — fhe martyrs stretched oat 
tinder the ecael hand of the executioner, naked, 
unpitied, despised, insnlted, bleeding, expiring, 
and smiling iu the agonies of death. Yon may 
be sakits, my brethren^ wkhooft going throogh 
these tnals ; nvithont spillii^ your Mood ; vitb« 
Qilt making the painful sacrifices which were 
ieqiiired of them* If, then, yon staxt back and 
shudder at your trifling difficuUies, what is be^ 
coiue of your natural strength of mind? Where 
IS thai undaunted courage, which the world so 
asnch extols ? Shall it be so readily exerted in 
securing your temporal rigbts and possessions ; 
shall it so often display itself^ to the astonish* 
men! of the whole world, in defending an earthly 
kiagdom against the attacks of its eoemies ;. 
and shall not unfading laurels^ and an eternal, 
crown, shall not the kiogdom of heaven with 
all its joys and glories, rouse your vigour, and 
bear you up against all opposition ! Yes, my 
friends, our courage shall be enkindled and in« 
iSaroed ; it shall bla^e forth with . iaextinguisht 
able ardour at the distant view of these noble 
objects. Led on by Jesos, the immortal. Con•^ 
queror of death and hell, we shall demolish 
every riampart which the world and the princes 
of darkness throw up to impede our progress j 
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and lay the eternal gates of paradise wide ppen 
before us. 

II. The preteoce of our weakness being thus 
removed, we will now consider the other ex^ 
cuse, which is drawn from the cares, and per^ 
plexjties that men complain of as being pecu- 
liar to their situation in life. It is frequently 
said, and, I make no doubt, has been said more 
than once by some of my presei^t hearers, ** In 
my way of life, I am harassed* by so many soli-^ 
citudes, and distracted by so many cares ; my 
days and hours are so filled up with a business, 
which is necessary to my own support and to 
that of my family ; with attendance on my con<i- 
nexions, and other .unavoidable hinderances and 
incumbrances, that I cannot well see how it is 
possibly, that, in such a stat€, I should ever be 
a saint.'" 

For ray part, my brethren, I cannot see how 
it is possible such an argument as this should 
be seriansly made use of by any Cbrkitian, un-^ 
lesQ he have formed to himself a v€ry erroneous 
coDiCeption of the nature of sanctity. Before 
we proceed, rectify your ideas. Of what do 
you suppose sanctity to consist ? Some ima^ 
gifie, that it implies conLtinuat solitude and te^ 
eollection. Some place it in shining and heroic 
achievements ; some in gloominess and seve-^ 
rity« TkojPe are many who think it to^ be in- 
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compatible with elegance of iDanoers, mtli.tb^ 
forms of good breeding, and the law3 of deco- 
rum and politeness. Others take it for grattted, 
that it cannot be united with the discharge of 
their earthly obligations, and the fulBUiqg of 
their engagements to the world. But all these 
opinions are. mere illusions. Sanctity consists 
of nothing of that sort, depend upon it. It has 
no tendency to any thing of the kind. It is 
something far better, and far more reasonable, 
than that. The example of many saints, who 
now reign with Christ, inculcates to us this 
truth, this edifying, affecting, consoling, truth, 
that without the splendour of great achieve- 
ments, without extraordinary austerities, with- 
out going out of the line of our profession, 
without secluding ourselves from society, with- 
out any singularity of dress or behaviour, we 
may find true sanctity in attending to those very 
cares, in going through those very labours, in 
discharging those same duties, in patiently 
bearing with those very distractions, which you 
complain of as obstacles to it: but in doing all 
this with an intention to pleasq pur Creator, 
and ennobling all by divine love. 

Christians, those happy ^ouls whose virtues 
we this day celebrate, did not become saints by 
doing extraordinary and shining actions. If 
the histories of their lives relate many instances 
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of miraculous works, or of astonishing austeri- 
ties: these weris either the edicts of their sane- 
tity, or the steps by which they arrived at per- 
fection : but by no means its essential consti- 
tuents. There are saints of the most distin- 
guished rank in heaven, whonvere not solita- 
ries, nor remarkable for the severity of their 
mortifications. The Son of God, the model of 
every, perfection, displayed no forbidding au- 
sterity of manners. Thousands, whose names 
are written in heaven,' the Almighty formed for 
bis own in a common and ordinary manner of 
life; and, when he introduced them into his 
kingdqm, he did not say to them, ^' Because 
you have done things great and astonishing in 
the eyes of the world, I will give you a great 
reward ;" but he said. Well done^ good and 
faithful serva^it ; because thou Imst been faithful 
ovei' a few things^ I will set thee over many 
things; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord* 
(Matt XXV. 23.) 

. But here lies the grand mistake. When you 
think of the saints, you are apt to consider 
them as persons whose condition in the world 
was entirely different from your own. You 
seem to figure them to yo^ur minds as almost a 
distinct order of beings. One would suppose 
you imagined, that, when they were upon earth, 
their heads were encircled by those rays of 
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gtoi*y, with ithicli the pdinters have embellished 
their portraits. My brethren, in every things 
except perhaps their morals, the saints were 
exactly like you. Yon have a business to mind, 
ciares to attend to, friends to oblige, children 
to rear up and to provide for ; so had they, at 
least, many of them. Ton find it necessary to 
tinbend yoilr minds with occasional recrea-* 
ttons ; sd did they. Your temper is often ruf- 
fled by crosses, contradictions, and disappoint- 
ments; from these trials they were not ex- 
empted. Yon are exposed to the dangers 
which are attendant on wealth, on afi exalted 
station and extensive possessions ; or yon are 
hivolved in misfortunes, forced to drink of th6 
cop of sorrow, and to ta^te all the bitterness ot 
distress: in these particulars too there have 
been many saints who resembled you. 

What was it, then, that made them saints ? 
Ah ! my brethren, here it is indeed your interest 
to be well informed. They were saints, because 
they discharged all the duties of thehr station, 
and dischai^ed them well.*— faints : because, 
tifhile they were bumd in attendmg to the con- 
ceras of this life, they had an eye on the great 
eoDcems of eternity: because to the care of 
their perishable bodies they united the care of 
their immortal soois : because they joined the 
love of their husbands^ wives, children, families. 



atid friendly to tfaeFdvie of the celestial Bride ^ 
grooodi.^^Saints t because religioh was the pnu-^ 
ciple which animated all. their labours, which 
$aDCtified and enoobled all their actibns.^ — 
Saints : because^ at the same time, the j ren*^ 
dered to each one that which was his due ; 
obedieiice to those whoin God had appointed 
to role over them in church or in state; afia^ 
bility to their inferiors ; respectful submissidn 
to their superiors; benevolent assistance id 
those who were in heed of it ; justice and cha^ 
rity U> all tnen, from a feeling convictipti, that 
to all men, widiont exception, they owed justice 
and charity.— Saints: because they calmly sub- 
toiled to the will of God; were content in tbeur 
staticin^ without ambition, strangers tointrigue, 
envious of no one's prosperity, faithful to tbeir 
friends,, generous to their enemi^, grateful for 
£itours rec^ved, patient in affliction. By these 
ainiable qualitks, which make men the d^ight 
of all those with whom they hive any con* 
neiifon, useful to society, and orbaments^ to the 
age m wbidi they live — by these qualities, these 
endearing accomf^sbments, aetnated and en- 
forced by divine love, they gained the approba- 
tion 2imd esteem of the et^nal, the rniefritt^ 
Jadge of merit, and were entitled to an inlM^dt- 
ancs in his kingdam. 
That kingdom is yours on the same condi- 
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lidns. Therefore be ye followers of the saiiits^ 
as they were also of Christ. Let it no longer 
be said by the adversaries of your religion, that 
your devotion to the friends of God is carried 
no farther, than certain demonstrations of re^ 
spect for their memories, setting apart some 
days devoted to their honour, or imploring the 
aid of their intercession. Truly, my friends, if 
yoii practise not the virtues of the saints, if 
your conduct stand in direct opposition to 
theirs, your zeal for their honour can be only 
affected, and your devotion is a kind of mock" 
ery, injurious both to tlie saints and to the 
God of the saints. If you vrish to convince 
those, who dissent from your commuhioDrOf 
the utility of the practice of the Catholic Ghiif ch 
in honouring the saints, you must let the fruits 
of the institution appear in your conduct. Shew 
forth in yoqr lives the zeal and fervour of the 
apostles, the patience and constancy of the 
martyrs, the purity of the virgins, the temper-^ 
ance, the meekness, and humility, of the con- 
fessors. Let your modesty, your love of re- 
collcfction, your contempt for worldly emolu- 
ments, and your longings after immortality, 
prove, th^t you cordially love and sincerely 
hpnour the virtues of the saints. By this me- 
thod you can testify your veneration for them^ 
far more unequivocally, than by any other de- 
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Totional practices. Nay, this is the only true 
mode of testifying it: since all other praictrces 
were only designed to lead yod on to the imi- 
tation of their virtues. 

And now, my beloved friends, while all hu^ 
man things are fluctuating aronnd yon, and the 
figure.of this world is passing rapidly away^ I 
most earnestly exhort you to bear constantly 
in mind, that you have not here a permanent 
dwelling-place; but, that you are feiiow-cilizens 
with the saintSy and the domestics of God. (Eph. 
ii. 19.) Heaven is your true country, and the 
seat of all your possessions and comforts. . In 
this world you are but strangers and pilgrims. 
Oh! then look forward, in all the various scenes 
of this life — look forward, with a cheering hope, 
towards that happy day, which will introduce 
you into the bright abodes of immortality. 
When a man is detained in a cruel exile, does 
he not wish to return to his native land ? When 
tossed about on a tumultuous ocean, does not 
his heart pant after a prosperous gale that may 
waft him to the embraces of those that are dear 
to him? Ah! my brethren, a numerous tribe 
of friends and relatives await us in the blessed 
Jerusalem, secure of their pwn happiness, soli- 
citous only for ours, and stretching out their 
affectionate hands to draw us to their blessed 
society. Be it t^hen the first, the warmest, 
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wish of your hearts to hasten to them, by ra- 
pidly advancing in the paths of virtue, that» 
with ihein, you may be invested with .those 
white robes, which nothing sh^ll ever defile, 
may bear in r your hands the palms of victory^ 
may have your brows encircled with unfading 
laurels, and sing melodious canticles of jubila* 
tiott for endless ages. 



SERMON IL 



THE CIRCUMCISION- 



ON THE MEANS OF OBTAINING INTERIOR PEACE, 



The grace of God our Saviour hath appeared to 
all men, instructing us, that, denying ungodli- 
nesSy and worldly desires, we should Uve soher^ 
ly, and justly f and godly i in this tMrU.-^Tit. 

ii. 17... 

When the grace of God oor Saviour ap« 
peared to all men, by the birth of JesHS into 
the world, the natioDS of the earth eojoyed a 
profound and universal peace. The Romaa 
empire had subjected to its dominion by far 
the greater part of the known. and habitable 
regions of the globe ; and the vanqfuished pro* 
vinces tamely snbaiitted to .wear the yoI(.e 
which their proud conquerors had imposed 
upon them/ Rome herself, after so many civil 
dissensions, which had depopulated her em*, 
pire, and deluged Europe and Asia with the 
blood of her citizens, had begun tp enjoy an 
interval of repose, and found, iu her subjection 
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to the authority of Augustus, that comfortable 
traoquillity, which, in the days of her boasted 
liberty, she had never experienced. 
' The world, therefore, was, at that time, no 
longer agitated and convulsed by exterior dis- 
sensions and wars ; but its inhabitants, unen- 
lightened by divine wisdom, bewildered in the 
darkness of ignorance, hurried on in the pur- 
suit ^ vicious pleasures, and victims of their 
owja unjust and violent passions, experienced 
within their own breasts the most distracting 
tumults and cruel qonflicts. Abandoned by 
the just judgment of God to the blindness of 
their own own understandings, and to the per- 
versity of their own desires, and torn in pieces 
by the multiplicity and contrariety of their own 
irregular propensities, they could find no inte- 
rior repose, and, even when they wished for 
peace of soul^ they sought for it only among 
those very objects, which were the source of all 
their alarms and disquS^des. 

Pbilosophy boasted lliat she could give peace 
to her disciples; but that universal stillness of 
the passions, that calmness of soul, vi^hich they 
so pompously and so imposingly describe, as 
constituting the character of a wise iban, might 
sometimes help them to check the isaUies of vi- 
cious paission, but still left all its poison in the 
heart. The precepts of the Stoics tailght their 
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follo^era to mask the OQtside; but, under the 
respectable appearance of philosophic cooipo- 
sure, human nature still remained defiled by all 
its corruptions, aad tormented by all its aniqe- 
ties. 

* 

At length Christ Je&us descended upon th^ 
earth to give peace to the children of men. He 
brought with him a sovereign remedy, avd ap^ 
plied it to the evils which destroy our peace. 
That remedy, my brethren, is a spiritual eir* 
curndsian, a circumcision which was prefigure^ 
by the painful ceremony enjoined to the Jews, 
and, on this day, sqbmitted to by our divinp 
Redeemer, that be might fulfil in himself, an^ 
might teach us to fulfil all justice : not thatcir- 
cumcmaUf saith St. Paul, which is outward in 
thejiesh^ but the circumeisian of the heart m the 
spirit: a circumcision, which consists of a dis- 
engagement of our affections from the seqsps^l 
delights, and from the riches and dignities of 
this perishable life. He saw that, volnptuon^- 
Biess, ambition, and avarice, were the parentp 
of all the disquietudes and afflictions of men, 
and these by the circumcision prescribed undeir 
the law of grace are retrenched from our hearts, 
that so we may enjoy an undisturbed repose. : 

Attend, therefore, my brethi;en, and learn of 
Jesus the ways of peace.^ For this end, let us, 
in the first place, consider what is the nature 
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of interior peace; and wfaat are the causes 
-which ususJIy destroy it ; and, . secondly, the 
efficacy of a spiritual circumcision, in securing 
to our souls that invaluable blessing. 

I. Interior peace is that happy situation, in 
which the soul, engaged by some pleasurable 
affections, or collected within itself, is moved 
by no troublesome desires, and actuated by no 
-nngovemable passions, which force it to enter 
into contest with the desires and passions of 
others. It is true, that every desire must be 
accompani^ by some sort of disquietude ; be- 
cause it supposes the absence of the object 
^hich we wish to possess. But such disquie- 
tude is not an evil, and does not destroy the 
peace of the soul, when the object of our de- 
sire is innocent, and is attainable without diffi- 
culty; or when the liveliness of hope carries us 
on to its attainment with such vigour and ra- 
pidity, that we r^ard not the obstacles which 
oppose our progress. Desire is the main spring 
of our hearts. We should ever remain in a state 
of inaction, were there not something to excite 
desire, and prompt us to change our situation. 
Man, even in the state of innocence, and when 
hie bad full command over his passions, was 
actuated by desires. They were necessary tp 
his being. Without them he could not have 
tasted the pure pleasure, which the beneficence 
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of the Creator hath attached to the use of hid 
creatures. 

It is Dot^ therefore, the exclnsion of desires, 
but tnoderatiotl in desires, which is the source 
of peace. Men might be happy, were they but 
content to satisfy thmr real wants; did they 
fisted to the cravings of nature only, and sub- 
ject themselves to its laws. Innocent satisfac- 
-tionsy which cost much less than others, would 
then io every situation be malltplied^ around 
them, and would continually relieve and com- 
fort their hearts. They would be without fear 
of being deprived of them, without regret for 
having enjoyed them. Their peace with their 
fellow-creatures, and the happiness of society, 
would be grounded on a contempt for super- 
4uities, which is their most solid and durable 
foundation. Necessary enjoyments would be 
^ever attainable, without violence or injustice. 
The supreme Ruler of the universe pours them 
forth before our feet. Each returning year, the 
earth yields abundant supplies for all our real 
wants; and, prodigal of every gift M^hich can 
make men happy, seems to be parsimonious 
only in the disposing of that superfluity whipfa 
may. vitiate their hearts. 

But besides real wants, and simple^ innocent 
enjoyments, the irregular passions of men have 
created for them a multitude of artificial wants. 
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and an insatiable avidity after unoecessary oi>- 
jects, which are a source of never-ending disk 
qaietudes in their hearts. Hence arise all the 
inventions and refinements of vanity and lujcury: 
Hence that eagerness for the attainment of 
superfluities, which are a torment to those vrho 
possess them, and a temptation to those who 
are deprived of them. This craving after un- 
necessary, and frequently only imaginary, en- 
joyments, destroys the peace of the soul, and 
breaks out into external effects, which render 
human life a scene of jarring interests, discords, 
antipathies, and mutual hatredi^. 

The passion of the soql, which is the modt 
destructive of our peace, is the love of pleiasure. 
When directed towards its proper object, which 
is the enjoyment of our sovereign good, its ex- 
cesses are never to be apprehended. Then it 
gives Energy to all the operations of the heart, 
and calls fcNrth all its active powers. But, when 
it bends towards the pursuit of sen^ial delights, 
every precaution is necessary for restraining it 
within just limits. Lively, tumultuous, ardent, 
as the fire which it enkindles in the veins, it 
disturbs the soul in all its functions, and ba- 
nishes that composure of mind, in which wis- 
dom ejy^erdses her calm dominion. Its excesses 
are ever attended by disgust, languor, stupidity, 
or brutal furv; and these give place to tbatfejl 
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remdrse ^hicli corroded the heart after every 
criminal indulgence. When once a man has 
unfortonately suffered himself to be enslaved by 
some violent passion^ from that moment re* 
flection is his torment ; he dares not view him-^ 
self; he chooses rather to suffer all the «mise- 
ries of iniquity, than to follow that light of 
reason, which would cause him to blush at 
his disorders, and to weep over his crimes. 
' Need I paint to you the desolation which is 
brought on the world by a blind and furious 
propensity to sensual enjoyments? Honour, 
repose, fortuue, reputation, abilities fitted to 
adorn the highest stations, the noblest powers 
of the mind, all sacrificed at the shrine of low 
sensuality. — Trouble, affliction, and ignominy, 
carried into the bosom of so many once virtuous 
and happy families — the3e are the tpophies of 
sensuality. Thus, co-operating with the ene- 
mies of God and man, il degrades human na^ 
ture, and blasts every opening prospect.of feli- 
city. 

The love of riches is another passion most 
fatal to the peace of our souls. It is a passion 
which all our other propensities contribute to 
nourish within us. We are eager to accumup- 
late wealth, because it ministers to our sensual 
pleasures, to our taste for distinction, parade 
and pompi and opens before us the flattering 
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career of earthly ambition. But the difficulty of 
amaseing riches multiplies our pains and toils; 
dnd| i¥ben they are acquired, the fear of losing 
tb^m keeps us in continual alarms. Every 
frightful monster^ which can appear in the 
world, to deBtl*oy the happiness of human be- 
in^d, may be engendered by the inordinate love 
of richer. The covetous wretch is ever in alarms 
dnd atkxietied. He ii^ afraid to furnish himself 
with even the necessaries of life. Deaf to the 
Cries of indigence, he is so far from compas^ 
sionating other men's sorrows, that he is iarmed 
with cruelty against himself. Injustice, op- 
pression, violence, are the constant attendants 
on hii^ 'sordid passion . But it would be super- 
fluous to enter into any minute detail Of the 
Inelancholy train of evils by which it is con- 
stantly followed : for the experience of all ages 
malces it fully evident, that the reign of covet^ 
ousness is the triumph of every vice. 

II. We will, :therefore, . turn away our eyes 
from scenes so distressing and disgraceful to 
bn^r being, aiid proceed to view the ei&cacy of 
the means which Jesuit recommends to us for 
'Securing oui* innocence and our peace. To in- 
vite us to that spiritual circumcision, which re- 
W^nches from our hearts all inordinate love of 
^sensual pleasures, and requires* a prudent re- 
serv6 even ifi the lawful gi'atifications of sense 
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and appetite, Jesus is born in sufierings. Sor- 
row begins that life, which sot*f6w ' shall ever 
accompany, and at length extinguish. Tears 
t>egin to stream from his eyes, the moment that 
he opens them to r^eive the light. A stable, 
exposed to the incleniency of the season, is the 
d welling of the Master of the world . He, more- 
over, on the eighth day of his earthly exiistence, 
submits to be circumcisedi according to the 
paiiiful rite of the Mosafc dispensation, from 
^hicb, being not only innocent, bat incapable 
of sin, he was undoubtedly exempt. 

Learn, my beloved, from these affecting con- 
siderations, that sufferings are no obstacle' to 
jtrue felicity ; that peace can be found only in 
retrenching, or moderating, our inclinations' to 
sensual indulgence. If the luxuries of this life 
were necessarily connected with our happiness, 
Jesus, who came to make us happy, would have 
been born in one of those magnificent palaces, 
which are erected by human opulence and hu- 
man pride, and decorated with all the superb 
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and costly ornaments which art has at any 
time invented. If sensbal pleasures could give 
peace to our hearts, without d6ubt they would 
all have sported round the cradle of the infant 
Jesus, the Prince of peace, who was born among 
men to direct their feet into the ways of peace. 
Oh ! my friends, the sight of the object bdfore 
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Qs should make even moderation iteelf more 
moderate ; should cause us to view every sen- 
sual indulgence with a suspicious eye, as beset 
with temptations and perils, and to tremble lest 
every pleasure be like the blooming and invi- 
ting flower, under which may lie concealed some 
poisonous serpent intent on our destruction. 

To retrench from our hearts the destructive 
passion for riches, Jesus appears in the world 
iti a state of voluntary poverty. The Lord, by 
whom all things exist ; the Creator, who gives 
to the earth continually-renewed fecundity: 
who adorns the fields with all their beauties ; 
whose hand rears up each flower, plant, and 
fruit-bearing tree; who forms within the bowels 
of the earth the silver and golden ore, who feeds 
the birds' of the air, and clothes the lilies of the 
field with splendour and beauty; chooses to de- 
pend on the bounty of his creatures for the pre- 
servation of his own life. The world will scarce- 
ly grant him an asylum. The Sovereign of the 
utiiverse hath not where to repose his head. 
The opulent despise him, and refuse hiin suc- 
cour. The indigent, prompted by their own 
experience of misery to compassionate others* 
woes, pity him, and wish, but are not able to 
relieve him. The fondness of his tender mo- 
ther has only tears to bestow. 
. Christians, when you behold Jesus in. such a 
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^taation, have riches any longer a charm in 
them, which is capable of seducing your souls? 
Yon that abound with affluence-^you who have 
scarcely a wish but what you have (he means of 
instantly gratifying— -can you look on Jeans, 
without undervaluing all such extrinsic and 
superficial advantages? without conceiving con- 
temptuous ideas of all distinctions, but such as 
are conferred by wisdom and virtue? Snrely, 
if the violence of passion have not extinguished 
the light of reason in your minds, yon must see 
in the clearest evidence, that extensive posses > 
sions are not necessary to the existence of hap^ 
piness, are not the harbingers of peace. No : 
the voluntary poverty of the etertial Word of 
Godf convinces the children of men, Uiat super- 
fluities are not in themselves real blessings; but 
become so, only when employed for the uses, 
for which Providence hath put them into your 
hands. But what are those uses, my bfetbren ? 
Certainly, no other, than to alleviate misery, 
to succour indigence, to smooth the brow of 
anxious and desponding care, and to light up 
a smile in the countenance of the dejected and 
afflicted. 

And, you, my poor brethren, who are con- 
fined to the lo^ly walks of life, who enjoy no 
very cheering prospects, whose days are a pain- 
ful continuance of toil and drudgery, inrben you 
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contemplate Jesus in the mystery of his ctrcum- 
cisiooy when you say to your own hearts, *^ Be- 
hold ! this poor suffering infant is he, who is the 
source of every delight which is enjoyed in hea- 
ven and on earth ! And why is he in this pain- 
ful, distressed, and humble state? Why! To 
give me comfort : to make me satisfied in my 
lowly condition: to repress my rising sighs: 
to: dry. up the current of my weak and un- 
christian tears/' With these reflections present 
to your mind^, will you not begin even to love 
the S(ituati6a in which he hath placed you ?7- 
wilj.yau npt console yourselves under all its 
unefisiuesses with this pleasing assurance, that 
he, . wbcs for ends ever present to his eternal 
mind, ends designed by unerring wisdom and 
the most siucere ^nd tender love, hath allotted 
to the poor th^ir inferior situations in life, will^ 
in hiagood time, turn your sorrows into joy; 
and, in consequence of your placid resignation 
to his appointments, conduct you to that feli- 
city, of which be seems to. have given you a 
pledge, by clothing you, as it were, with his 
own livery, and placing you in the, very circum- 
stances, which his infinite wisdom hath pointed 
out as the guardians of peace and ^ virtue. 

In a word, my brethren ; and this observa- 
tion I recommend to the attention of you all, 
whether your r^nk in life be distinguished or 
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meani ia the eyes of men ; there cap be bat t w^ 
methpds.of ojaking you happy; and those ftre 
either the; s^tisfyiag, of ail your desires, or tb^ 
restraiDing/of them, by a circamcisiou of the 
heart, within proper limits. The project of sa- 
tisfyipg all the desii^s. of which our heartfl *re 
8U9C.(^ptible is vain ao4 chimerical. The desiire9 
of; the heart of man are unboupdedt. and, in 
soqaeseose, infinite: and nil created objects are 

necessarily finjtejiad circumscribed wit|iia very 
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narroiv houndajriesi. ^ TheattaiQoient.of anyobr 
ject, ip vbicj^ we^ promise, ourselves ^ppine^^ 
only opens tp our view another desicabje some* 
thing, in a d is tabt prospect, and prompts u^ to 
resume our labour, that we may acquire that 
likewise, apd so on, to, the utter exclusion of 
^y complete repose or contentment. - There- 
for^, in proportion as our superfluities are mul* 
tiplied, our wishes, troubled, and anxieties, are 
multiplied with them. 

But Jesus takes the only effectual method to 
give us peace. He prescribes for pur uneasi-. 
nesses a remedy which reaches the inmost re- 
cesses of our souls^ £tis doctrines are not like 
those refined disquisitions, and eloquent decla- 
matipns, which an^use and delight our minds, 
but heal not the woupdi^ of our hearts. By his 
instructions and divine example he represses 
all the swellings of human pride ; combats our 
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rebellious passions ; regulates our affections ; 
and exalts us to an independence on these 
passing enjoyments,. i;vbicli, whether lost or re- 
toinqd, prove equally a torsient to those whose 
affections are fixed upon them. From' him we 
learn, that the man who is content with inno- 
cent and moderate satisfactions escapes a va- 
riety of disappointments and miseries ; that be 
who is satisfied with the approbation of heaten, 
may be truly great and renowned ; that he, wha 
wishes for no more than a mediocrity of for- 
tune, may, in general, be easily rich and happy; 
that the retrenching of superfluities, temperance 
in the pursuit of pleasures, and a contempt for 
earthly riches and honourable distinctions, are 
essential to the constituting of human happi- 
ness ; that, when once we pass the boundaries^ 
marked out by the evangelical law, all on the 
other side is filled with trouble, tumult^ distress, 
and guilt. 

My brethren, it is now time for ns to shake 
off that lethargy in which our faith has been 
hitherto lulled ; it is surely time to rouse o«r- 
delves to activity and vigour in contending for 
an inheritance in God's everksting kingdom. 
It is now the hour for ns to rise from sleep. 
(Rom. xiii.) It is time, that denying wngodK- 
nesSf and worldly desires^ we should live soberfy^ 
audjustfyy and godly ^ in this world y looking for 
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tie' blessed AapSf and coming of the glory of the 
great ^ Gdd^and our • Samdur Jesus Christ : who 
gave Mmsetf for usi ^lU He might redeem us frim 
€^1 iniquity ^ and^nnght cleakie to hUnsdf a peo- 
pk. acceptable^ dpmrsker of good works. (Tit; iil 
12.) We, tbis day, enl^riipoii a new year* It 
is more than probable, that the soTeri^gD Ai4ii<> 
ter of life and death hath determined, that sdme 
of my present heavers, who begiti this y eary shall 
not live to see it completed/ If atiy- indiiidaal 
of those who doir listen to me w^re; assured 
that be is of that number ; if I oonld say to buoit 
with authority from Godj " Tak6 heed to yomv 
self. Christian broth^r^ your - last hour ap^ 
proathes : in the course/of this yeai^^ your sool^ 
will be demanded aC.ytiur bands: eretbeisWc- 
ceeding tw^ve months shall have elapsed, yoa 
must appear before the ti'emendous tribunal of 
God's justice, to -give an aOcoilnt of yimr- con- 
duct in life;"-— If I could say thisrso aS'to give 
him a dear^ evidence of -the truth%l[>f my con- 
viction : Oil I then I should hl^e no- di&cuUy 
in bringing him to that circumcision of heart, 
which I have just been recommending. What 
an impression vf oiild be made upon his mind 
'by the sentence of death thus pronounced upon 
him I Filled with tbis awful idea, '^ It is the 
last year of my life !" what pious resolutions 
would he instantly form ! with what sentiments 
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4i compancttdii would h^ wtwii home team 
kteriogtliisdiscowBef what an altetatioB wookl 
teke place in the mhxAib hjwMn of his €Ottd«ct ! 
Wmildbelieihiiikiiig of hififortane? Would 
hia imikd i»y longer dwell widi complaeence 
on tiie imoge of his IwKnitMB and crimiffal 
plenauroi? 

Ah f CihiistianSy wkbont the aame astaranee 
kit dnr approaching dissoIntioD, is not fhe very 
m<>eirtaiaty» in which we live, snffident for pro- 
dnoing in h» the same eflbctsP Let nsi then, 
ftiHki this moment) ia^^ like the voyal prophet^ 
iMif io^ €<miifiMaBtf in our kdmdsi (Ps. cxViii.) 
thM; is, let us be ever ready tt> depart oni of this 
W^d, aod to pMsedt onrseltes before God. 
This year may be mftrked out as the term of 
our ealihly pilgrooage ; but, be the event what 
it may, let us sanetiQr tUs year ; let ns make 
it a yeer of salvation. It witl pass rapidly 
away : but that> which shall never paes, away^ 
is file eternal recompence which is promised to 
the vivtttotts mi^» 









SERMON nt 

THE fiPIPHAJVV. 



tIK Mlft LESSONS TO BE LeAEH]^ PROM'THt 



Whan, Jesus was born in Bethlehem qfJuia^ iu 

. t^ days qf hing Merod^ behold there camf 

wise men from the east to Jerusalem^ sayings 

Where is he that is bom king of the Jewsi 

For we have seen his stair in the east, and are 

' came to adore himr^MsUi. ii. 1. 
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The Goaduct of these yme men, ^ho came « 

to i>ay their homage to iheiSavioiu* of the world* 

is held oiit to ns ia the sacred wntingBy iaa a 

model oi tiiat lively faith., and of that ttady 

'Correspondence with the j|laces of Heaven^ 

wliich should distinguisb all those, who have 

been enlightened by divine^ truth, and caUed to 

the profession of the Christian belief. The AV- 

tnighty> who draws the hearts of men to hiihseif 

by means ever proportiobed to lli^ir capacitieB 

and situations, invit^ the Jewish peo|li0 tp 

Bethlehem by the ministry of aa angel. But, 
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as the Gentiles, in the oriental countries, were 
much given to observing the motions of the pla- 
nets and the phenomena of the heavenly bodies, 
he was pleased to excite the attention of the 
wise men by causing an extraordinary star to 
appear in the east, which raised their admira- 
tion, while he shed upon their minds a yet 
brighter light, which guided them to Jesus, the 
hope and consolation of the children of men. 

At that time, the mercies of heaven were ex- 
tended also to us. We should have been but 
little benefited by the birth of Christ upon {he 
earth, had his gracious dispensations in favour 
of mankind been communicated to the Jevi^s 
only. In that case, we, who are descendants 
of the Gentiles, should still have continued to 
groan under the cruel tyranny of sin and death. 
' But the sun of justice would noi exclude us 
from his enlivening influence, froni the partici- 
pation of his manifold blessings. ' The grace of 
God our Saviour hath appeared to aU men. We 
enjoy the l^ht ofthat star which shone for the 
wise men, and, by following its guidance with 
the zeal and courage which they displayed, we 
may come to Jesus^ and find in him the com- 
pletion of all ow desires, a remedy for all our 
infirmitiai^ aid the fulness of wisdom and hap- 




I say, if we set out in pursuit of our Re- 
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' deemer, with a. zeal and courage similar to 
theirs. Because, although the star which ap- 
peared in the east, was visible, not only to the 
wise men, who happily obeyed its summons, 
but also to all the inhabitants of their couhjtry, 
yet. only these three ,were conducted by it to 
Christ Jesus. The rest contented themselves 
with gazing, and expressing their astonishment 
at so unusual an appearance, and then returned 
to tbeir former engagements of business or plea^ 
sure: or else, if they allowed themselTes4ime 
for serious reflection ; if they had an idea^ that 
it pointed out to them the Desired of all nations: 
— an idea, which from ancient traditions, and 
from the prophecy concerning the star of Jacob, 
they might have easily conceived : — yet , they 
were dismayed at the prospect of the difficulties 
which they should have to encounter in their 
journey to. him, and so yielded to the allure- 
ments of Adplence, and to the influence of 
.worldly affections. 

. Thus, my brethren, it frequently happens, 
that, for want of a faithful correspondence on 
our parts, the light of heaven serves only to in- 
crease our darkness. Yes ; if we wish to se«- 
cure the salvation of our souls, if our hearts 
pant after the delights and glories of immor- 
tality, we must emulate the generous courage 
of the wise men :^ like them, we must brave 
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eterjr dlfflcalty, and triumph otef every ob6fa<L 
cle ib our wdy fb iesus. Ther^fbre, let us p\M^ 
ih€i)r example before our eyeS. . J^or this end, 
we if^Dl, tbiEi dity^Attentiyely cOtifiidef the dlffi- 
ciMei ^hich opposed their progrei^s, Md the 
2eat add fiotilffancy of soul by which they sur- 
iil6uiited tfaeni. 

I. tVhen the wise men beheld the star lA thfe 

• • • 

bedVehs^y and found themselves interiorljr ^kd- 
fed to go in search of him, whose birth ft an^- 
nounced to the world, the 6r6t difficulty that 
must naturally have presented itself to their 
minds, arose from the consideration of the va^- 
rious uncertainties, to which they should ex- 
pose themselves, in taking so sitagula^ a sti^p. 
They were men of distinguished rank among 
their own people, they lived In k i^tyle of dignify 
ana affluetice, and Enjoyed all the convenience's 
and comfoi^^ 6f life. Iti the east were all their 
connexions; societies, and frieiidslfl^s. To gb 

m 

to Jerusalem, in search of thd heW-born Kin^, 
I'kras to leate at once their ^di^i^esi^idiJiii and plea- 
stires, at the hazard of neVetr Wore returning ib 
theii- oWftt country, the Idnd in Which theiV 
affections had hitherto centred. Thelse re*- 
d^tioii^, which they indst n^tbrally have ibade 
previous' to their undertaking thfe journey, rtighl 
have been, in the first instance, sufflcieritJy dis^ 
heartening to put a stop to the enterprise. 
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Tbjul: thm, whft iMMt faHHrf \kwn JtlifiiK 
niahwenti . How inpsit ^k.fmQln^Mii faft^e b«e» 

««iir^, tb9t the Kiiif* v|)9m thi^y Ii44 aongbt 

lie^ii heard of by lb« pnpe]pi4 iobaMtMifto 9(th» 
^cmajti^y in irhieh >ie w^ l>Mn !-^wh^;^»i«B 
to Bothkbepi, wet^s^d <^ fi irpy^ palace, ^jr 
wor^ iii^pdiicteii i9^ # ifjkal^i; lAiteptd pf A )>e4 
W* fftato, tbey bf^^Id ]nw IamjI jn i» ikiQAgw ; ittf 
at^, qC«6eit^ 1]^ «t(e&d#d 1^ i^ iffii^diii: tmm 
f)( eonrtieHQ, ih'qr foiled bis whole j^tinu^ to 

€oi^»^ of a few tmim pers^M, in ^a bjyvel dei- 
sigaed o^ly ^ a«Mter for beMla Irom the iut- 
clem^near ^f tbe f«apoo ! 

StiUj tboi^h astonidbed* tbeyii^jreiMtdiah 
•coiicerted^ Th^y [^^stii^rfied tbesuBeinses before 
him, ^atd km il^f»r.h<M^e, and ^ade bioi j&eir 
offeriog^as to tbeir King^nd f heir Gotd- Here^ 
wy helovediiie^ds^ yoii inay ipde^ 9dfear^ the 
power of divine grace in Ihpae sOjols wbiciiiaitb*- 
liiUyqorreOp^d with its ii^spirationsi. Tbel^pbt 
of faith had c^iis^d in the iOdiads of these meiB It 
fqll Goatiotjoo, that Heairea had commanded 
theiff to go to BethleheiSi^io aei^^h of the iieii£- 
born Kiag, .and tbey w^re persuaded 3hat ho Wr- 
e?er j^reat wer^ the enjoyments, which tbey re- 
linquished, or dear the connexions, from wbich 
they wene to be s€^parated» })is friendship was 
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wortb them all; and iaSiHtely miare. !the pro- 
Bpect of ' the* honour and advantages, which 
vo^ld bfe derived to them from his patronage, 
alleviated their pains, cheered them up under 
every difficulty, and made it sweet to labour 
and suflbr^in so noble an undertaking. When 
liiey came to Bethlehem, though naterfdly 
shocked to; find him in a condition so opposite 
td all their ideas of power and greatness, yet 
they {)aid him their most profound hdnmge^ 
adoring the eternal and incomprehensible wis- 
dom of God, and ^ bowing down their under- 
standings in humble submission to bis decrees 
and appointments. The dispensations of Divine 
Providence were to them overcast with impe- 
netrable clouds; but they knew that very.cir-^ 
cumstance would enhance. the merit of their 
faith apd obedience. They trusted, that, if they 
suffered themselves to be guided by the fkiater 
rays of light which they, then- enjoyed, they 
-should gradually advance towards a brighter 
day, in which the mysterious designs of the 
Lord would be clearly unfolded • 

Oh! Christians, we likewise have been long 
invited to go to our. Redeemer, to give him our 
hearts^ to devote ourselves to his service. We 
have no room for perplexity and uncertainty as 
the wise men had . We have his sacred oracles, 
which contain the words of eternal life. We 
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-faa^e for ouF guide the inlkllible authority of ht« 
lri8U>le church. In our baptism, the gift of faith 
w^ infused ' into our souls: and, at the first 
daWD of our reason, we were taught to place 
our hopes in Jesus, as the author of all our 
good, the giver of every excellent gifti We are 
not commanded to leave our country, and to 
enter upon a long and tedious journey, in order 
to approach to the Author of our happiness* 
We have him present to us in eirery clrme, in 
every region of the earth. We have him pre* 
sent on our alters, in a mystery of lovie. He 
dwells in the very- centre of our souls. We are 
not necessitated to ^abandon our possessionsi, 
our state and dignity, our connexions and friend- 
ships. No : ail that is required of us is, that 
we take off our affections from the perishable 
things of this world, and place them upon infi- 
nite beauty and perfection ; that we prefer vir- 
tue to every other good, and aspire after the joys 
and glories of eternity. 

Well then, my beloved friends, you^ who have 
so few and so inconsiderable difficulties.to en- 
counter — you, who are so advantageously si- 
tuated, wbo enjoy so manyaids with* which the 
wise men were unassisted — have you yet found 
Jesus? Have yon made your offerings to him? 
Do you now live by his faith and law ? Have 
you resigned your bodies and souls, your senses 
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atod factfUies, your tioie and abilities to the 
pasitioa of his adorable will? Hate yotur hearts 
exulted at your near approach to him, as the 
hearts of the wise m^i did, who seeitiff his Um 
r^oiced with dis exceeding greatjc/fi Aiil wiere 
you not rather ittMUed as Herod wad ? Ptd 
you not dread his ^coming, as d^fitl'uctive of tbe 
reign of concupiscence and worldly love. , 

Perhaps, for a short tidae, you have followed 
the guidance of the heavenly ligbl;, and 49et oiijt 
in sear<::h of Jesus, but the trifling opposition 
which yoA met with in the way, has driven you 
back; or, when you found hioi, yon weredis^ 
gusted at his poverty, his httmility, bis self- 
denial, and returned] to the pursuit of ibp^e 
darling sensualities, riches,and dignities, which» 
in the bianger of Bethlehem, he teaches you tp 
de8|>ise. 

How inconstailt, alas ! is the human lieartJ 
The first rays of truth which fall upon our 
minds, iospire us with h^rt-fett joy^ in tb^ 
occdsidnal motti^ts of zcial and fervour we 
readily form to ourselves new plans of conduct. 
Then virtue appears arrayed in all her beauty. 
When we are disgusted with the objects of our 
UttlaWlul passions, or attracted to goodness by 
the tbarms of novelty, a change of life presents 
to oar fancy many pleasing images* But fre- 
quently these are only moitieiitary tran^oi^ts. 
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iVben we receiire the seYere injunctioiid of viN 
toe; we begin 4o think hfer Idss amiable; Her 
stfiiles hppeAt to be ohMged into snltennete of 
Aspeet. ' When Ire cdmider the iffoteii^^if d uties 
wkteb Heligjoti prescribes^ tb^ rennnctatioDik ef 
unjust idterl^sls^ the cruel separation froib ob« 
jeetl^ hitbet-to di^r to oiir hearts^ the self^enialsi 
the Tiolences to be dfiered to corrupt niture \ 
abl*tben^ like the ydung man ineptioned in thd 
GOspet, we begin to be soitdwfnl and go obr 
wuy« Oaf pa^sions^ which had for a white 
subsided, again take the alarm, and our resolm 
tion Shrinks from ways whiih seem to be dis- 
mal/robgb, painful, and impassable, to human 
w^kneeMi Yed, my frieuds,r it is easy, rery 
easy to be Christians in speculation ; but before 
we can be fblioWers of Jesuisiil reality; there 
are habits to break through, inciiriations to sa^ 
crifiee, and obligatiodsto comply wilM, that are 
disir^ssibg to the feelings of flesh and Mood. 

It is true the kingdom of heaven suffers vio^ 
. leAoe, dud the violent oniy bear it awayi But 
is it ddt ^ prize well dei^rviog of all onr pains 
to Obtain it ? Are the AUfferings of this present 
lime toy Way wo^rthy to be compared with the 
glory to come, that Shall be revealed iu us ? Ob! 
if "^e did but reason like tbe wise men, the -(s^ght 
of difficulties Would enkindle in our souls a new 
ardour to attack them, and inspire us with fresh 
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vigour to surmount them. Looking upon this 
world as a field of battle, in which we are con- 
tending- for an immortal crown; for an inherit^ 
ance ihcorruptihlef and undefiled^ and that cannot 
fade J reserved in hediven for us^ - we should pass 
with intrepid minds through want, distress, dan- 
ger, and pain/happy to be thuif able to approve 
ourselves to that eternal Being, to whom be- 
longs honour, glory, strength, and poorer, and 
wbo will reward his faithful servants, beyx)nd 
the utmost liipiis of their desires and coqeep- 
tions. 

^ II. When you ishall have determined to leave 
all things, which are incompatible with the ser- 
vice of your Saviour, and to attach yourselves 
wholly to the observance of his ' law, you will 
probably meet with a violent temptation in the 
railleries and mockeries of the children of this 
world. When the wise men were setting out 
in search of Christ Jesus, no doubt they had 
this temptation to encounter. Besides the wise 
men, many persons beheld the star in the hea- 
vens, some, who would not suffer the truth to 
gain admission to their minds, others, who en- 
deavoured to extinguish a light, which they 
found troublesome and painful to their corrup- 
tion. These would naturally make a party to 
treat the enterprise of the wise npien as a vision- 
ary scheme, aiid to ridicule it as the effect of 
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bigotry atid vain superstition. M ethidks I see 
the little wits of that age laagbing at the idea of 
concluding from the appearance of an extraor- 
dinary 8tar> that a great personage was j ust born 
into the worlds who. was to rule oyer the nations 
of^he earth* .. 

A temptatiootDjorecomiDOo, more violent, or . 
mtire pernicious than this does not exist. So 
weak is the human heart, that we are terrified 
at the idea Of being singular in any persuasion^ 
or pursuit Truth can with difficulty extort 
our approbation, unless we, be .supported by 
the concurrence of others. When we act in 
such H manner as to coincide with the sentiments 
of the generality of those with whoni w^ asso- 
ciate, and when they give a sanction to oqr 
measures and applaud our choice, we are alert 
aiaid cheerful: but, if they disappjrove, a damp 
foils upon our spirits; if they despise and ridi^ 
cule, we become languid, .dejected, undecided, 
and, in a short time, strongly inclined to close 
in with the prevailing opinion, though it sub- 
scribe to that which, we know to be full of in- 
justice and falsehood. 

To the assaults of this kind of temptation the 
profession itself of Christianity is not unfre-: 
quently exposed. In our age, the specious 
reasonings of a false philosophy, enforced by 
the efforts of all. the corrupt passions of the 
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JranrnD .hearts have so far imposed oa the ujq^ 
derfttandings of. men, that the doctrioes of i:e^ 
, velatioti, which to a diapasaiooate wind mtmt 
appear if(k all the light of the cleared ovidanciet 
doctrines so snblime, so comfortfMe and bene* 
ficial to mankind, are contemned as made up 
of artifice, deceit, and impostaie. The nige of 
trusting to human maon alone has so sei:oed 
npon men, that to oppose revelation is ODwi^ 
dered. by many as the mark of a strong miiid# 
Some of the greatest geninses have joined in this 
opposition. - Nay, and hy m^ny the age has 
been celebrated, as. more enlightened, m pro^ 
portion as men have involved themselves more 
closely in. the shades of infidelity. . .. 

But against as, who are here assembled* the 
force of this temptation is particularly exerted. 
The religion^ which we received from our fore^ 
&tliers, either through the ignorance, prejudices^ 
pr malice of men of diflbrent pefSQasiofas,is,held 
up to our fellow-citizens, as an obfect of ridi* 
cule. £very shaft of satire and calumny is 
pointed against it. Oar faith, our discipline, 
our devotional practices, oor fasts and ceremo- 
nies, are derided and despiaed; insomuch, that 
very many persons, who, in the secret of their 
4BoiiIs, would gladly declare . themselves nieiB- 
bers jof . our communion, stifle the cries of con*- 
science, deny their faith, or suspend every coin- 
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pliance wUh the obligations which it ifnpooe^, 
for no better reason , than i)ecause they fe^r they 
shall be heU oontemptible by a giddy^ unthink* 
ing. Ignorant multitude. 

My brethren, in order to fortify yourselv^es 
against these attacks,* observe the conduct ^of 
the wise men, when in similar circumstances, 
and comport yourselves with that prudence 
which guided them. They knew, that the ways 
^f God are fer diflerent from those of men: that 
the divine Being can have weighty reasons (or 
conveying to men the truths of salvation by 
means, which human wisdom would not have 
devised. They, consequently, yielded to the 
force of that conviction, which operated pn their 
minds, regardless of the caprices of men, and 
tiieir short-sighted views and fluctuating opi« 
nions. They were well content to be laughed 
at by men, while the Deity and the blessed 
angels and spirits above esteemed and applaud** 
ed their resolution and piety. 

What is it that should prevent us from fol- 
lowing the same line of conduct ? We are con- 
vinced that the doctrines of Christianity ema- 
nated from' the eternal wisdom of God ; that a 
religion so elevated in its maxims, so noble in 
its tendency^ so fruitful in its effects ; a morality 
so pure and enlightened could not be the pro- 
duction of any human mind. We know, Hke-. 
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wise, my brethren, that in the ancient, catholic; 
and apostolical religious persuasion, in which 
we have been educated, there is no article of 

* t ^ ft 

belief, and in the decrees of the Catholic church, 
no law of general discipline^ but what reason 
Iniist approve, were niei» but dispassionate and 
candid in their inquiries after truth. Witb this 
conviction upon our minds, for us to be discdn- 
certedi by the ridicule of blind and deluded 
persons, would be a contemptible weakness, an 
injury to the God of truth, and a disgrace to 
human nature. 

Besides, my beloved, we have tn advantage 
which the wise men did not enjoy. They were 
alone against all the inhabitants of fh^ east. If 
we have respect to the authority of men in con- 
firmation of our faith, we have a visible autho- 
rity widely extended over the earth. Compared 
with the great body of Christiads, the votaries^ 
to infidelity are few and insignificadt; and adoiong 
the various sects which bear the Christian name,: 
there is none that, either in point of numbers, or 
respectability, can pretend to any thing like an 
equality with the professors of our faith and re-: 
ligion^ We can exhibit to view a long succes- 
sion of illustrious characters from the first esta- 
blishment of Christianity, all believing the same 
mysteries, all inculcating the same virtues, using 
the same sacred rites, and keeping the samfe re- 



Mgiidbs obStEfl'tatic^ tq \^bich We adliere. Think 
on these truths ; ^nd yoii will iio Ititiger be im-r 
posed 6d by the flimsy t'easoning^ 6f it pretended 
pbiiosopby, nor staggered itl yoit^ belieif by cbtii 
tetnpt and ridicule. The only effect of suoh op4 
ftosfition \^i]l be to eXfit^ your domoiiserfttioit 
for the errors and tnisfbrtub^ df your eneitii^s, 
and to engaige you to send up humble and fer-* 
T^tit suppUcaitons to the Father of lights, that 
he will Aspel tbe clouds of igudradce and pre-^ 
judide, attid Id^adallniecrinto thepaths of truth. 
Imitate tbe donduct of the fit-st Ohristi^ns. They/ 
tbe more their religion was reviled and perse- 
cuted, displayed gr^at^ activity, zeal and fbr- 
Tdur in its deffotice and support. This they did/ 
ndt by seeking to r^v^gd themselves on thei^ 
eueniies; not by tbe unchristian method of com-? 
pelting others to embi^ace their tenets ; but by 
aistdady adhesion to tbe truths of God, and by 
the purity and innocence of their own lives. 
He0ce persecution 'served only to iiidrease tbeir 
ilofobers. The blood of tbe martyrs wiais a seed/ 
from wbich new Cbristtaus sJ3rang up: and their 
religion was, at length, seated on the imperial 
throne, and dxtended its salutary influence to 
the ends of the earth. 

The same reflections will likewise arm you 
against that ridicule, and that opposition, to 
v^hidh a Christian life' is frequently exposed 
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mm from pens^coiB wbo pfoifis thrar Mief in 
J6$ii«. Among Cbristiaiis the belief of tbe gQ»^ 
]^ trqtto i9 a racSwumendatioii to estoem, bul 
to be gwd^d by tbeni id the coqdoct of lile ia 
iHKt alva^ a sure method for obtomog ibe np- 
l^robalion of Ibe world, ^Whoa a pm sffiofudy 
begiRi to walk ia tbo narrow paUi of vivtae, 
80190 of bis friwdn aad acquaiiitwco will cowir 
iol bipa not to imdortako too wm^* Tbay toll 
binii that 00 mach fervoor is aoi^r of Wag du- 
inition;**^tit people, i»bo li?o to fte world, 
nraet Gomply with its ca9to«M and mMaera« 
If ho fefiuie to join tbem in fbata of iatowper-* 
a^icie and dobaaehory { if be keep at a cautioaa 
dietaaee froia tbeur eceaes of riot aad gQilt; 
tliey Iragh at bis fears : they call bis piety scro^ 
pidoeity aad bigotry: thay say, that bis mind 
is burl by too moob dev^tioa. When a yoang 
mm is observed to bo r^alar in the fieqa^t 
partleipatioa of the sacreoaeatsj i^hen beanoids. 
the occasions of evil, and t^Ji^es e^ery prop# 
method to fortify bis be^rt against tdrnptatioas; 
be is told tiiat sacb gravity ill anita bis years, 
tbet yo«tb is the season of enioymeat Wb^ 
a yonng woman adonia herself with fwdeMgf 

and sobriety, rather than mth htoii^^ kakfUt 
goUi, w p€wUt or eM% al^f^r ai U h^o^iMth 
wmsa pfq^ing goUimesB wUh g0Q4 W^i»i 

(1 Tm. \u) ber firiends pity her weakness, imd 
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My hreUireo^ it w^e foqiislk iade«4 ta alfecl 
«ogpl«ri|yt b^t you must ««d«avftiHr tQ.be 
Qif iati4ii$, aiid» if you be $«^ tboi Qou9e%UQiice 
h^ tbat yg« must often itpiiear tiugubv, a« th« 
manuefs of the world M^ uinally legulat^d*. 
IK^iiicin<»€r,.bowe¥fr, tbat Jfwuf)^ tbe iQ^delapd 
nutbw of 8S(,iiQtHy» wius. ppiatQ^ ^X by the mul- 
titode^ M 0Q« whose 4awdliiict wff» diffvmit f^Vk 
tbdrs. He i«aa despdM4# ridi^uji^d aiid 900iq^ 
l^ tiie cbildreft <^ t^ wcoM { a^d «di wb<i w^k 
iQ his footatiq[i«» v»Hi vm^t vitb 9omothi9g oi 
the 9ame treatm^n^ tp the v^ ^ ti«ie« !l^tr 
oh ! tl^ok OQ the la9t e»d of tboae wbo ai^ ridir 
ai^d on aoooQut 9f tb0ir yirtue4> wd of tbow 
who ridiculf • Wbea the 90vei?^iga Judge shall 
dsoide the etermJ lot of hia creatures^ tim $hdtl 
tkajmt 9kmii witk gr^ ^onMan^ ^g^Mst t^ose 
that haw ^ek4 them, 0»d tckkm awQH ^^ 
lmh€m*$. Th9^ $€0iiiig iff shall ha irwhled with 
terrMe/ear^ (m4 9hall he amazed vt th» auddem- 
ness of their unexpected mlvotiom, ^ftSf^ wilhm 
themselves f repenting^ and groaning far at^msh 
of spirit: These are they, wham we had same- 
time in derision, and for a parable of reproach. 
We fools esteemed their life madness, and their 
end without honour. Behold, how they are num- 
bered among the children of God, and their lot 
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is among ike saints I Therefwe^ we hMe tne^ 
from the way ^ truths and the Ught of justice 
hath not shined unto us, and the sun of under- 
standing hath not risen upon us. - We -wearied 
ourselves in the way of iniquity and destruction^ 
and have walked through hard ways^ hut the way 
of the Lord we have not known. (Wisd. y^) 

Animated and comforted by the view of this 
last scene, go with the wise . men, in spite of 
every surrounding obstacle, and pay your ador- 
atioii to y6ur infant Saviour. Make your offer" 
ings with them. Give him your gold ; yoiir 
hearts stamped with his sacred image, and bur- 
nished in the flames of divine k>ve. Let your 
prayer ascend daily, as a sweet odour pf frank- 
incense before him ; and offer to him a sacrifice 
of your senses and appetites by Christian mor- 
tification, represented hj the bitterness of the 
myrrh which Ihey presented to him: dying 
daily to the world and to yourselves, that you 
may live on earth by and with Jesus, and be at 
length inseparably united to him in his king- 
dom of eternal peace and joy. 
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SERMON IV. 



THE ANNUNCIATION. 



* 



ON THE WISpOM ANP GQOpN^SS OF GOD IN THE 

INCARNATION OF JTESUS. 



Fear not, Mary^ for thou hast found gr/we with 
God. Sehold thou shalt conceive in thy womb^ 
and shalt bring forth a son ; and 'iKou shalt 
call his name JeiUs.-^Ijuke i. 30. 



The time marked out by the divine oracled 
was DOW arrived. Revolving ages had birought 
on tbat moi^t important of all hours, since time 
liad beguTi to rdn» the hour; when tfa^ eterft^ 
Word of Gddj who was in the beginning with 
God, aind by whom all thingj3 were tn^de; wto' 
to be made flesh and to dwell amongst iis: — 
the hour, when the deliverer, the desired of all 
liations, was to appear on the earth.' Th^ 
sceptre had been ' wrested from the haiids of 
Juda, and Sion vtas grouping in oppreslsion 
under a foreign yoke. Those mighty .empires,: 
whose rapid Hs^, decline atid fall the propfa^tip 



54 

pen of Daniel had long before so accurately 
described, were now in chains at the feet of the 
victorious Romati ; and Rom0^ the mistress of 
the world, fatigued with her own yictories, 
and exhaost^ bj low of blood, luffered the 
nations of the earth, at length, to enjoy an in- 
terval of repose. Every event, which was to 
precede the incarnation of the Son of God^ 
was now accomplished; every circumstance, 
by which it was to be attended, was present ; 
insomuch^ that it could not but be evident to 
every observing mind, that the redemption of 
qianlcind was n^r at hand. 

Stilly my brethren, thisgKat event took pl^ce 
on the earth alknoit without beii^ perceived by 
the very people to whom the promises were 
made, and the prophecies ddivered. Jesus 
had clothed iiimsdf with our iafiriiiitieB, and 
was born in the midst of Israel^ and Israel was 
fei expecting her ddivttrer^ At that period of 
time, all the nations of the earth, even those 
who had departed from the worship of the true 
and living God, were in anickteiir expectation^ 
tad doubted not but the moment of some happy 
revolution was very near* The prediction of 
a mighty Conqueror, who slionld aabject tbe 
world to his power, having been handed dowii 
by coi^tant tradition> and embellished by the 
fancies of the poet$> bad healed the qracies of 
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Paganism BVeti to enihusiasifi. Every eye ira^ 
anxiously turned towards the e^t, t^bence thi^ 
illustrious peri^ottdg^ trad ^^tpected. Jertitlaleoi 
bedfd these ^lelusitig tidings t but, alas ! tbi^ 
passions, and tbe sw^lihgs of worldly prided, 
whteh had corrupted ber morals, bad also 
blinded her understanding^ and when Jesuit 
appeared, she could not discoter in him the 
distinctive traits of the character of her Re<- 
de^mer. He was boril of one in iconfined and 
lowty circnmstances. A star arose in tbe east 
announcing the important event to tbe childred 
of men ; but it directed its rays toward* tbe 
abode of poverty, it pointed out an infant wh6 
lay m a despitabte hovel; and, therefore, the 
carnal Jews, who bad figured io themselves a 
prince surrounded with tbe pomp and splen-^ 
dours of human greatness, reAised to'acknow^ 
ledge him for their deliverer and king. 

Victorious Rome, elate with her triumphs; 
had too contemptuous an opinion of the Jewish 
nation to expect a !ruler from that quarter : arid 
her emperoM, gtoryitig in the extent of tfieii* 
dominion, and yielding to the servile adutation 
of their dependants, were vain enough id attri- 
bute to themselves the glorious predictions 
wbrch related to tbe Messiah; and Mattered 
themselves that they were destined to revive aH 
the beauties of the golden age, and to bring 



back plenty^ peace and justice^ to bless ibe m- 
habitants of the earth. 

. While these were the. prevailing dispositions 
of the nrinds of men, of those, particularly, who 
were so situated as to attract observation^ and 
)^hpm the historic page has held up to th^ yiew 
of succeeding ages ; the eternal King of kipgs^ 
whose ways are far above thoi$e of men, wa,8 
pleased to send one of the chi^f princes pf th^ 
heavenly cour|, on an embassy t|ie most im- 
portant that ever yet was kpown. He sient th^ 
angel Gabriel, npt tp any of the inonarehs of the 
earth, but intp acity of Galilee called Na^areth^ 
to ^ poor, obscure, retired and humble virgin, 
to declare to her, that she was chosen by thp 
Most High, and fitted by abpn^ant and extra- 
ordinary graces, to hp the instfument employed 
in the accomplishment of the greatest of all piyj 
steries, and the most pregnant with blessings tp 
the childfen pf mep, tl^e incarnation of the Son 
of God. ' 

The festival of this day has been appointee) 
}iy the jCathoIic church, that w^, to whom it is 
given to know the mystery of the kingdom of 
God, may celebrate it with the most lively sei^r 
timents and cTcpressions of joy, s^ffection and 
gratitude. We >vill, therefqre, animate ourr 
iselves to this devotion by contemplating the 
infinite wibdpm and goodness of God in the 
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iDcariiatioD of Jeeiis. Eteriial source of truths 
whenl we undertake to celebrate thy mysteries^ 
our reason is not so^ presumotuous, as to pr&- 
tend to' comprehend fbem : out ofaf may the 
uncreated Word, descended upon etirth to eiif- 
lighten mankind, how elevate our minds to a 
sufficient understanding of thy sublime dispen- 
sations; and grant to us, where we aire sur*- 
rounded with obscurities, that docile faith, 
which will securely guide our steps^ until the 
day-star arise in our hearts ! 

P€K)r, feeble, and wretched man, having with- 
drawn himself from his submission to his sbve- 
reigh Lord, and, consequently, lost his original 
justice, was iio longer the noble and exalted 
being, that he was, when h^ first came out of 
the hands of his Creator. The Lord, in the 
b^inning, impressed on hid innocent soiil the 
features of his own divine perfections, and car 
ressed his image with every fond endearment. 
Man was, then, capable of elevating his mind 
to the contemplation of infinite wisdom. The 
desires of his heart, then, e^i^tended to a union 
with the great principle of all that can be con^ 
ceived good, beautiful^ lovely, fair arid perfect 
His soul was decoratied with every graceful ois 
nament. He could moreover increase, by the 
merit of his virtues, that fund of heavenly triea- 
sufe, with which the divine bounty designed t^ 
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eliricii liiiii^ wfaeli he ftkould b^ lemoTed front 
the terfeitrial pdradise^ and JMfodaocd into the 
abodes of immoMal felicity^ 

Bntf while he%joyed that Uinfiil «itttatKm, 
pride» that sabtile add destHiCtive poison intd^ 
nuated iteelf iato hi» fatert. He began to pi ome 
iiimself en the gifti with which he wa& endow- 
ed ; and soon, by an affectation of iadependence^ 
insolently raised himself np against htm from 
whotn he received them. Thus the beantinri 
order established by the Creator^ and which 
was founded on an entire submission to his 
will) was^ at once destroyed. Grace, the fruit 
of ihe diTine iove^ was lost, together with inno- 
cence : and man, the noblest work of God, and, 
hitiierto, die dearest object of his complacence, 
in the \risible world, was cast from him with 
just 'indignation* The image erf* God, now di»- 
figuled and defiled by sin, became in his eyes 
a spectade which excited only abomination and 

These direful cdamities, in which humaii na- 
ture was involved, were not ereli alleviated by 
any glimmerings of hope* Man ielt, too sensi- 
bly felt, his distresses ; but could discover no 
Mmedy. His nature, vitibted sa its vital parts, 
oetitoined no ebed^ no principle of goodness. 
His reason, overcast with dark clouds from the 
exhalations raised by his passions, could shed 
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Imt ia feeble itiy of li^t ; and his hearty And iti 
diegraded aiSectiom w^si^ dragged bjr au aliMst 
irreaistible attmctkni to tbe parauit xA low, v3* 
and brutal enjoyments. 

Hence^ in tbe learliest ages dh innndation of 
iniqtrifka began to oversf^ead all the r^ona 
of &e globe. The earth wad yet hardly foHhed, 
if^hen it waa crualsoned'with hamaa blood spilt 
by the jbaMl of a murdering brother^ The coo- 
tagiott of immorality spread infection ^r imd 
'Wide with an incredible xapidifty^ All flesh 
«oon corrupted its wayi^. The laws of God 
were forgotten ; the dictates of natahs otrerriiled 
by tb^ tlamoni's of passion^ and the menaces 
of divine vengeiemce no longer regarded* The 
^ork of God'a hand was in a state so ruinous, 
«8 to seem incapable of being ever repaired;, 
llie Created repiented him that be had wad« 
man, and was determined to deitroy his pro- 
scribed and abandoned progeny from off tbe 
fiice 9f 4he eartk 

Biit even this terrible manifestation of his 
-vindictive justice did not suffice to stop the 
progress of iniquity. Hardly had the watora 
of the deluge subsided from the surface of the 
globe^ wheii the earth was a^in plunged In the 
darkness of impiety aiid idolatry^ Man^ Who, hi 
the secret of his soul, adored his own passiods, 
proceeded so far in iniquity as to erect altars to 
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tbeir honour. He offered incense to adultery 
and incest. Impure love was celebrated ih 
temples erected under its anspices. The nioun- 
tains, forests and rivers were filled with pror 
fane idols and fabulous deities; till the visible 
creation, ihe great temple of the living God*, 
which his own power had constVucted; was, in 
a manner, taken frdih him, and prostituted to 
every species of abomination and infamy. 

Unhappy man could find no antidote against 
this corruption, no refuge froni these evils, ho 
relief from these distresses, but in the mercies 
bf that God, Whose mercies he had so ungrate- 
fully abused. The terrors of etemd death and 
perditi6n must ever encompass him; unless thali 
Being who had created him in all due perfec- 
tion, and moreover enriched him with many 
supernatural endowinenls, should repair the 
ruins of his work, and reanimate his o^n image, 
by once mote infusing into it the bi*eath of life. 

But, alas! his God was irritated, incensed 
iaigamst him. The sword of vengeance thirsted 
fdr his blood. Justice demanded a satiisfaiction 
proportionate to the enormity bf his offences. 
Only the blood of a victim infinite in value 
poured forth upoii the head of the culprit, 
cbuld shield him against the avenging thunders 
just breaking upOn him. The earth could (Hvr 
iiish no such victim, Therje iaill w&s defiled} 
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QmrApteA, impyre^ Whpt could man attempt, 
ia order to pass over that iqimense interval, 
^bich the laws of justice had fixed between his 
crimes and the divine mercy? The lowlinesti of 
J|is condition, which had heightened the griev-* 
Qusness of his offence, diminished the price of 
any atonement which he was capable of making* 
In vain did he offer the fruits of tlie earth, as a 
sacrifice to the Lord ;• only innocence could 
Riake such a sacrifice ples^sing to Heaven ; and 
the blood of. the animaK which he immolated 
on the altar, became impure from Hf^^iog ^pilt 
by his polluted hand. 

. Great God, what . victim can appease thy 
wrath ! What shall man offer thee .as .the prjce 
of his soul I— Oh ! the depths of the riches of 
|he wisdom and of the. knowledge of God ! His 
wisdom contrived, the means of satisfying at 
once both bis anger and hi^ love.;, of securing 
the interests of the criminal, whom he \f islM^d 
jto save, without. injurbg those of the Judge 
who was to be appeased. The instant in.wlii(ch 
he foresaw the fall of bis favourite creati^re, he 
formed a plan for bis reinstatement in bis lost 
dignities and honours with all Ijieir jattendant 

blessings.;— r<m admirable, stupendo^9 plap, i^ 
vvhich mercy and truth have met. each other, 
justice and peace have kissed. . By .the ap^oifit* 
ment of his inexpressible goodneeis, ;his. eternal 
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Soo^ tbe sptendomr of his glorjr and tiie tgmn 
of hb substanoe, he who npholda all thuigs by 
the word of his power* eondeacends to take 
upon hifliself our weakneflses, that he may heal 
tkenu He debases himself^ taking ibijiam <^ 
a senantf heing made in the Kkeness qfmem^ mnd 
mjfiukUmfmmd a$ a wurn^ that, bgr his hamiKa-* 
tioasy he may atone for the outrage which the 
pride of man had offered to the majnty of God. 
I» the obedience and ddbasemeot of bis beleifu 
ed Son, the eternal Father recdves a homage 
worthy of his own greatness; and a satbfacticn^ 
which being more abundant than oar crimes, 
leaves no room for- justice to exert its severity. 
From all eternity Jesus had acquiesced, in the 
appointment of his h^venly Father. Sacrifice, 
said he, mnd oblation thou didH not desire:^ but 
thou hast JStted a body to me. Bumi-qj^ering 
mud iin^ffiering thou didst not require: theu^ 
ssM I; BekeM I come. In tike head. of the book 
it is written of me^ that Ishemld do thf rnlU Q 
mj^ Chdf I have desired ity and thy lati; is in the 
midst of my heart. (Ps. xxxix.) Jesus consents 
to come, and n^m again is A'ee, again exalted, 
again enters into the liberty of the children of 
G»od, is made the adopted Son of Q^d, and 
gifted with life and immortality. 

Thm instaqt a new order of things was esfeu- 
MiKhed. The merits of Jesus, already present 
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toOod's eternal mind, bJF the cons/ent giveni to 
the inoaraation, began ia farm jost mea long 
before the aeeomptisbiDenf of this mystery, and 
0ven ID the earliest ages of the world. The 
dawn of grace beamed on the heads of the ^« 
triarcfas and prophets, and the jnst of the an- 
cient alliance. By faith and hope they w^re 
uniled to the great Mediator, the Lamb slain 
Iram the begkining of the wor)d. The revcdu*- 
tfoos of fiiCnre ages were unfolded before them. 
T%ey saw the light sbine on ns, who weredifeli- 
tng in the land of the shadow of death. They 
heard like whole earth burst ont into shouts bl 
joy. They saw th^ hills and the moontaifls 
exuh. They beheld the beneficent dew d^ 
scendtng fi^om the heavens. ^ People of ihe 
eaith," they cried out in transports of exnlta* 
tton, ** Sing ye them^cira of the Lord. Qless 
the hand which breaks your oppressive chains. 
The gloom with which ytcm are now enveloped 
shall sboitiy be dissipated. A new star skdl 
^jKtend lis enlivening ififlttence over the land.' 
The fwi of justice shall arise. Eternal wisdoni 
dMoendiiig from his throne shall dwell among 
yim. No» the. hopee of Israel are not vahi : 
Jerusalem cometh up from the desert arrayed^ 
in glory and beauty 9 her foundations are laid 
on the immovable protttises of God: and her 
walls shall leach even to the throne of the Most 
High." 
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.At length, my brethren, on that auspicidiiss 
day, the meaiory of which excites now all our 
love and gratitnde, the earth opened its bosom, 
and budded forth the Saviour. The moment, 
that his blessed mother humbly consented to 
the proposal made by the heayenly messenger, 
saying. Behold the handmaid of the Lord, fia 
U.done to me according to thy word: — ^that ieao^ 
mcnt the mystery of mercy promised to man^ 
kind four thousand years before, foretold by ali 
the prophets^ desired most earnestly by all the 
elect of God, was accomplished on the earth : 
the Word was made fie$h and dwelt among^ msr 
and we saw his glory , the glory as q/* the ouJy" 
begotten of the Father, fuU of grace and truth. 
(John i.) .He clothes himself with, a mortal 
body, which shall be immolated for .our re^ 
demption. The Almighty views his humilia- 
tions, and. commiserates our wretched i^te.^ 
Mercy, unbounded, infinite mercy receives us 
to its breast: and justice declares, thai alt is 
^expiated. God is avenged: and man is raised 
from the dust and takes his place among the 
princes of the court of heaven. Glory is given 
to God in the highest^ and peace on earth 4o men' 

4jf goodwill* ' -^ 

. No Wv therefore, my bdoved, you wbp Have' 

hem r^deemed,.and who labour to profit by* 

yojQj* T§d$Q)ptk)n, now bless and magnify ^& 



Lord, let .your spirits eMli in God yoinr^^tar. 

Tioqjr. . Hetlu^t 18 mEghty.bath.done.gi;eat(tiM4gi^ 
for yoa» 9Qd hia mercy is frpm^genersUion to^gf?^ 
Derations, to them that f($ar him^. . Bqiyoot?? 
alasi what melancholy ideas aie theiie 'which 
obtrude themselves on my mind? Miu^ I tfawk 
on any thing distressipg, on tlus bright. day; ^^f 
comforts, this d^y which. is set apart foT/COmr 
memorating spiritual blessiogs ? Must I sup^ 
pps^^tbat there are^ in tliis assembly^ any heartti 
so obdurate, so base, sp blind to their owadeur-? 
est interests, le^s not to pay their homage to J% 
susy as npt to wish to be gaided by his S|Hntr 
and governed by his law? Must I suppose, ;th9jt 
some amongst us still bow down before certain 
idolsy which they have set up in opposition :to 
the- true and living God ? What a desolating 
reflection ! Though it be true, my brethren, thai 
we now erect no statues of Jupiter, Bacchus ol^ 
Veaua: though we offer no incense to senselc^a 
stocks and stones, since the incarnation d^ the 
Son.of*God, at whose appearance on the earthy 
every . pagan .idol trembled, on its basis, and. tt^ 
oracles of antiquity were struck dumb forever: 
still is. the Lord, by whom we were, created^ the 
principal object of our adoration? Do we not 
prefer to him some unjust interest. or criminal 
pleasure, which the world holds out before i^? 
Whatever we love more than we love God is to. 
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Ml"iftobg(iV> Mfectidtis'aiiii 4^i^^ otid cM^y 
a^kisM d» lib|MM md f^rs, is the idbl brfore 
wMdIi Mr heaVM^bib^ dbwh Itnd ^vorship. 
*> 'Aiia;4tl^1 btM ffiaey ^uch Mote are tIlert^, 
ciVMilaVfte€hi4s^ wofM! One devdeis his 
affek^iis, ^itid tecrffiees bis fbttutie; Mf^iMMiMf 
atttf't^e^, to aKHiAfortniiafte coimeiciofi of utt- 
M#ftil I6¥e^ from Wfafeb he «Mi neiCbefr %« «6- 
.ifjigligieia Hy the iaflviesice of <«iS^oii, the stnrag- 
e'M Me«h^8 t^ irortdly bdwategts, nor tbeYrfe- 
nS^^totts ^9pe<^ of eiFerlagllhig flais^i^ An- 
eMi(^ gites\all his tbtfciglMs andtebbniisr, and 
M^tk:^ ntt !hfB projects to the mammon'of: this 
IMfrM, ettfpioying about it 'every poWer^ %»s 
ttitH, tmd serving it with such assidtrftyami 
fidelity, that there is do business, fao^^ver vile 
dr^tmjtKit^^ which he will r^ose to engage, in 
bfd^r to obtain its favour. Another thin^ks, thiEtt 
no bo^nrs are happily spent, but those ^bith are 
devoted to shtaheful idtemperance^ vlHfie6%is 
iMtM<&, tend stnptfies all his jaculties iyydtvtdk- 
Avnete aod^her excesses, which degrade' him 
b^w the level of the hhit^ creation. A*! 
tHrtrt can itprtffit ns to know the only true <3od, 
and f^ns Christ whom be hathisent, if we pro- 
^tttrtedur' Sections to other objects? Our 
hotfaftge- and onr love is formed in our hearts, 
And if Jesus bold not dominion overoorhfearts. 
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m- flf ace tpoffiie cc^ai»3, m hi|i te^f !^4; Ai:# 
whom Hffi li^t Af u»i^ ?lK9fl#. np^ wilh iHpb 

of Jews, OttK j(Hr C49 ho fowMl^d only on ^f 
piuiioipfttioo pi tbQ>ljR«(«ing» >i!bich k» I^iogt 
to the «9in(b^ ' Jf, »(^i^tm4ws!lm IPffiftAtim, 
you are flhstUnAeLy; b^t on y/i>JHf AWi .dAttcoffr 

tup, ah J tjb^ I must.wftQp over jqvh; I mtfii 

mixg\»M9winiiig and tbe^eo «r4i«ti'e8a wifb 
<iiei6uitiG)eii.Qf ju^latiflli vJ^ieb «tWFf vdMtf 
YeaOtoo^, , Ant sucejif |r<Hf> "HlH tt^^ l>atogltb;9Mt4 
to bw ¥»e?cpABS»JWe l,9\r(e ^4 govdnesa^ G* 
nov jtQ J^aas with (QoatiiKe hearls, .eintbra<« aad 
batb^ bis ffi4 ^th c w»pw4w jte va- . Fear 
iii9t tp ^prpach U^Uta. Ui^ affect wU be 
sma^ .a«4 !E»gag*B!g. He wU gladly s^etcb 
out bw kifm^ b9A4A ^ refc^ve swiu Wjrod^^ 

Y!^iMt0fi bejGore bpH^vtebJmyouraflSwftiMis^ 
and fliake jto him once for alt ^tgeoeroua ^a«rir 
flee <0>f tbe vorld» and pf aH its nq^ust ki^jeata 
,and noJiawfid eiyoywenta. ; ^ 

Now is tig bfMir of fnftf^t' '^BnA 9Nfti» Mmk 

miH bow long yoja will, eiyoy it. Tlwse.^m 
wbi<eb npw enkindle confidenee and joy io-tk^ 
heaths of men and ang^lai will on« 4«Ftj8Mh 

. p 2 
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with indigoation against the wieked. When, 
yoor Redeemer appears in the world, mercy 
places him in a manger, in a ptfor and abject 
state ; bat, hereafter, it will be changed into a 
throne too terrible for you to look oq. ^ Then 
tiiose hands, which now are extended ;to you 
in so endearing a manner, will dart destructive 
lightnings on the violaters of his law: and- he 
will bie as much glorified by bis justice. in the 
putiishment of your crimes, as he wishes to be 
now by the eflusions of his bounty in rewarding 
your virtues. J^e earth, that drinketh in the 
rain which cameth often upon it, and bringeth 
forth herbs meet far them 2y wham it is tilled^ 
reemeih blessing from Gad. But that, wkkh 
bringeth forth thorns and briars, is refected, and 
verjf near to a curse, whose end is to be burnt. 

But, my dearly beloved, we trust better things 
of you, and nearer to salvation ; though we thus 
speak — and we desire, that yon become not sloth- 
ful, but followers of them, who through faith and 
patience shall inherit the promises, (fjeb. vi.) 
And, now, may the God of peUce, who breiught 
e^ainfrom the dead the great pastor of the sheepf 
our Lord Jesus Christ, in the blooli of the ever- 
lasting covenant, fit you in altgoodji^ss, that you 
may do his will: doing in you that which is weU^ 
pleasing in his ^ght, through Jesus Christ, to 
wham isgloryfor ever and ever. Amen.(Ueh. xiii^) 



SERMON V- 

EASTER MONDAY. 



ON THE MODEL WHICH IS PLACED BEFORE THE 
JUST 1!^AN IN THE RESURRECTIdN OF JESUS. 



The Lord is truly risen. — Luke xxiv. 94. 

The sighs and lamentations of the Cbristiaa 
Church, its altars stripped of their ornaments, 
the interruption of its sacrifices, its ceremonious 
rites expressive of mourning and deep affliction; 
iiave lately made upod our minds a melancholy 
impression. The chfiste spouse of Jesus was 
^n seeking her beloved amidst the shades of 
death. When our Lord had ex}Hred, and when 
bis body was deposited in the tomb, the apo- 
stles themselves, who had been witnesses to his 
miraculous powers, entertained but&int hopes 
of his resurrection. fFe did hope, said the two, 
disciples, who furnish the beautiful subject of 
this day's gospel ; We did hope, that it was he 
that should have redeemed Israd. (hnke xxiv.) 
The devout women, whose hearts were still 
agitated by tender emotionsi from the . remem*' 
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braDce of his recent safferings, hardly expected 
any other comfort, bnt the wretched consola^ 
tioQ of bedewing hilB t)[>Ub win iheir tears. At 
the death of Jesus all nature had loudly pro^ 
claimed Bis dUinity. Hef* de§paiHii^ agonies 
had confused or inverted all her operations. 
The sun had withdrawn his light from the asto- 
nisiied world. The earth had trembled to its 
.very centre. The solid rocks had been split 
asunder. The graves had opened, and the 
spectres . of the dead coming forth from their 
cold and silent mansions had made the gloom 
mdre bideolis, AU these pir^digies, . joineii* to 
tfa^ promises of their revered and t)elav0d Mcis^ 
ter/ should have ehertshod the hopes of his 
disciples; BfBt the intensity of their grief, the 
tifodble bf thehr imagioatiotis^ aid the %!»kneak 
of their h&a>ts^ toe fondly attaCfied to his 4mH 
'lible prteenbe^ bad reiMie^ed thiem incapablld 
of cool and dispailsiotaiite feAectioil: and thb 
more ^e^Ly they fdt.tiie greatness ^ iheai 
loss, the motie they if in iiniltned lo foeHisve it 
trrepdrbbte. 

< But the days of d^oHftion are now no mdrb^ 
Fai^ othter prmpects aiie olieaed before ok Thb 
MtkM lK)tii9> who hk^ «4I fofer the ignoiuniA 
Af Jesus, and shared his oAietions, ai^ now iA-r 
Vited to triumph 'with liim. The spirits yfhktlk 
w«re dej^itoaed by Us dipotht are reviv<iNl and 
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c)i«€ir^d by bia re9«:^Tl^9tioa. B^ com«a forth, 
xic^riouf^ from the grave. He bni)|;s. vUh hi% 
from the dow^a of jdedthi it^ ipo$t iHustriou^ 
captiyes to whom he h^th&^^^fi. life and U*.crty. 
He bjtth 80 wa io eY^rjjr grave a 9^cl <^ iiQiji^orr 
t^I^tji which nhall re^niinate all pfir a^hes, ^ 
seed against vrhicb^ all the pfforts of death ar^ 
vftin aod impotent. ^ Ju^t^ce, glory, and bapitti 
pe^if are o^fiB, by. virtue Qf b|? jreijfurrectionf 
lively hope swell?, every ^98901^ and pleasufe 
hrighte^S; every countenaoce, .when we li^^a tp 
the joyful ^idicigs, that Jesps is trtily fisen- , . 
. You, loy belov^ friends, whq have risep ixm 
Ihe dfi^th of siq ifi the Ijfe of righteopsp^a^-r^ 
you, who, aftw* having waslied aw^y^.alji y9p|r 
i;r jroifial stains in the blood of tb^ La^i^^ jpiu 
W the 8opg$ of joj, lyith which ppr teinp^es r% 
i^Pftf?, in 1jljMeae49y8¥»piritua^ festiyity,rr-xpv 
taste, at this moment, that pure delight, /wb)Q^ 
Pluses all deBcrq|)tipn. But let ijfot the fruits, 
jfhict^ you. deiive from the resurrejption of Jefl^ 
he ^n^ned p<dy tp tra^isports of jpy. His rer 
jBorrectioq is to yop, an obja^^ of imite(i<W 
ypitr x^pndpct^ aqd yonr persevf ra^o^ ip, i\» 
waf fii of grace, v^^i be an imag^ of his glprioiifi 
Jife^ I mean, th?refor€, to *hew yoi|, pn thip 
^».y, in what m^wt Jesus rijseii.fi^owiii^iiiQnig 
4ftq 46^4 is tb9.inQ4el af^d support pf the iwM 

^lojpi. (j^nteu^pjatipg the wypteryi jvbwb vvis 
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now celebrate, in this poitot of view, we wiH^en- 
deavouT to derive from it some light of heavenly 
wisdom for the -guidance of our moral conduct. 
•A just man is one whose heart is actuated by 
a love, which elevates his desires to heaven, and 
employs all the activity of his soul, about eter- 
nal good things. The just man, consequently, 
must triumph over all the efibrts of this world ; 
because^'the power of this world, when^exerted 
to the utmost, is incapable either of giving to 
him, or taking from him, the blessings* to which 
he aspires : and he must triumph over the cor- 
rupt passions of human nature ; because they 
We the principal obstacles - which impede his 
progress towards the kingdom of God. 
^ * Observe, then, my brethren, how perfect a 
model of this two-fold triumph which illustrates 
the just man, is exhibited to us in the resur- 
rection of Jesus. 

* I. Rising from the grave, be triumphs over 
4he world. Having voluntarily debased him- 
Belf^ taking upon himself human nature, in order 
Id accomplish^ the work of our redemption, he 
"was subject to all the infirmities which are in- 
^separable from it. The world could assail him, 
though it could not subdue him. He was sen^ 
sible to all its injuries: and, although his soul 
was superior (o affliction^ he still tasted all itis 
bitterness. .But/ after his resurrection, he was 
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no IdBger^ subjected to the contiogeDoies . and 
floetuatiDg revolutions of tbis Itfe. His appa- 
rent weakness disappeared' with that form of a 
s<&r?ant^ wbieh his lo?e for us had engag^ed him 
to assume. Tiie- world had iio more power 
over. him. He left behind him in the, tomb the 
appiendages and incumbrances of bis mortality. 
The arrows of adversity found him no longer 
vulnerable. He was raised above the tumult 
of the cares, passions/ and interests, which in-* 
cessantly- distress and torment the children^ of 
this world/ and agitate them with that continual 
violence, wl^ich accelerates their progress to^ 
Wards their final dissolution. 

The victory, which Jesus thus gained over 
all the powers of the earth, is the glorious 
model which the apostle places before you, my 
l^loved, who, in these days of salvation, have 
rUen' again by the faith of the operation ofGod^ 
wh0^kath raised him up from the dead: — to you, 
VfhotOy tehen you were dead in your sins he hath 
'quickened together wifh him, forgiving all your 
qffmces. (Coins, ii.) A disengagement of your 
affections from the dignities, possessions and 
j^eddures of this perishable world, will hence- 
Coward enable you ' to trinmph over every 
efibrt, by which it will endeavour to shake your 
constancy in good. That virtue, to which your 
Ji^uls are now attached, and the eternal recom- 
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pMce to which yoo look forward, are not at tbaf 
dwpoBal of this world. Though you yet af^ 
^r to dwell among the transitory fihadowa, 
wJiich the children of tnen so feagerly pumwe^ 
yoo are settled in thi toipire of eternal trath* 
If yam H risen with CknsU sayB St PaaU Htk 
tke things that are ahote^ where Christ is sitting. 
mt the right hand of God. Mind the thingfi tkfU 
ate above, not the things that are on the ewth; 
for you are dead, and your life ishidmth Chrifit 
in God. When Christ shall appear, who is yow 
life, then shall you also appear with him in glory* 
(6olo8^ ill.) Yes, my brethren, ifyou.be ri9#tt 
with Christ, instead of experiencing any ijateiiir 
perate fondness for earthly vanity, yon wilJi find 
the feeble bands which yet connect yon with 
the Tieissitndes of human things, a source of 
ironhle and anguish to your souls: you wHl 
view them as obstacles which retard your pro* 
gress towards etermil peace: yoa wiU d(^i3^ .t^ 
hedissdvedand to be with Christ, eai;b mp^ 
ment loojcing for the blessed comitig. of the 
Lord Jesus, who will reform the body, ^f ypwr 
lowliness, made like unto the bodg ofMsglorjyw . 
Ob! how exalted is the character of an 0i* 
tightened and virtuous Christian! How 4igf^ 
fied and noble is his conduct I . What pure: p}a»- 
snreH attend all his steps! Would I could QMdke 
yOn enamoured of Christian justice by:placmg 



75 
thd t^mis JCff kftflumiu^ blik, he \o6kn wHIi 

MlffiribdiAferetieeo6 all Chdde tbib^, i/fhkh ttlttt 

i^ tsikett flhdtn bitfi hy ih^ oidke ofth^n, or tfi^ 
ficklmiedd of fdt*ttf!)i \0e«ated abot^ «i1I thut 
j>U«80fl with tifde, h^ is «xpOded to non^ df iti 
«ici5^tiides. Taittifiiny fdill&iivittg the guideitice 
df tbl£t tirntb, Wblcfa enlfg^btetis all bis piitbi^, the 
figat^ xyf thii ^drld cadtk)t eogi'Mn hk att^n- 
titoti^ tittf (ftedue^ him with its coutiterfi^t cbartiMr, 
lSapm*it»r to all i^vetits, prosperity caotiot mt^ 
ttpt bitnv ii6t kdtrt^sity depress hb ispiriti», 
N^llhj^r j^iilotrty, (ialdiODy, nor violence caa 
dtstairb hte repose. HiW Wt^ his peace and bis 
gini^are u^ut^did hitti, wb^re their machini»- 
tioM c&ti nevi^r reetch. 

Great indeed is the dignity of himma nature, 
When *ttkm mMghm^esA by retelatien, ^mimated 
by Ghr»ti«tti liope, enflatned by dffine lote, and 
regulated by.obediea<^e to the blessed ibjirtikN 
(tons of Christ Jesus! While the eiti^ens of Ba^ 
bylim $tre di^stroyi^g l^ii* own happiness by m 
eipseiss of ndieliaken si^lMove t whi)e their eyes 
are dazzled, and their hearts captivated by $. 
tidise i>rilfiaiief , wbkb they coffst^ntl^ pnrefue, 
atid wUcfa ais constantly elndei^ their bdpes : 
wlkile tiieyaie toesed to ^atid fro by every tn- 
lai^iipaik tmd lnwles^; ^asiou : wh#e they are 
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ruteiBg each others peace by an opposition of 
interests and desires :' while' their short-Ui^ed 
prosperity is followed by cruel revises of for- 
tnne^ and their glory in its fnllest splendour is 
<^hscttred by their invidious competitors : while 
their health, their ease and all their real enjoy* 
ments are sacrificed to some fancied' forms of 
happiness which conceal froip th^m a subset 
quent' train . of evils and misieries : — I see .the 
just man looking down, from the eminence on 
which virtue has placieid him, with a smile of 
cionscious delight. Contemplating the circle 
of moveable- objects around him, he observes 
iheir agitations, and descries all their vanity. 
Whatever can distress the mipd with solicitudes^ 
^r betra5' t^® heart to guilt, he despises.as un- 
worthy of him. Whatever is dependant on the 
caprices of fortune, he values no more than the 
illusions of a dream. His eye is fixed on sub- 
stantial, permanent blessings. His thoughts 
are centred in; that future state, who'e virtue 
js recompensed by a felicity which knows no 
limits. His comforts are si^curely deposited 
in his own bosom, and none, shdl take them 
from him. 

Christians, who have rjjsen widi Jesus, the 
enemies of your sal vation will again seek tosub^ 
ject you to their dominion, by displaying be* 
fore you the enchanting^ scenes of earthly pleai> 
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sure and yanity. Hie tempter will shew^ you 
all tlie.kiYigdoms oftbe inforld, and the glory of 
them, and will promise to give it to you^ if you 
will iall down and adore him. He will invite 
you by^ensaal delights, and strive to alltfreyoii 
by interest and flattering distinctions. He will 
watch the propensities of yonr hearts, andstndy 
to ensnare yoa by your own natural weakness. 
But, ohl if you prepare your soul for tempta- 
tion, by fixing apd cherishing within you the 
love of eternal gpcd 4hings^ you must be ever 
invincible. The wisdom of this world, which 
IS folly with Christ, may undervalue your con* 
duct, or pretend to pity your weakness. Ha- 
tred and inj.a8tice may unite together to op^ess 
your innocence. Calumny may point against 
you its empoisoned shafts. Even in all this you 
will be benefited ; for opposition will increase 
your merits and give greater splendour to your 
triumphs. 

The powers of earth and tiell, ' combined 
against Jesus, succeeded in condemning him 
to a disgraceful and cruel death: but impotent 
were all their attempts to shake his constancy, 
or to obscure his glory. "He was illustrated by 
their outrages. The fire of their indignation 
served only to illuminate what it could tiot con' 
sume.^ His cros$i, that badge of infamy, which 
seemingly reduced him below the condition of 
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th^/ vkAi ilwe, iMcnine the prido tt«d gbi^ oi 
i^is 4id^plw» imd tba brigbfest oroapieQt k.tb0 
flM«P)» of the princieji of tbe »|rih^ 

TibiM$ ^a}l it b6 with the justnavi. If yoii 
he h^ppy. epotigh to mwit hy your virtues the 
rtdicttt^ aod the censurcM. of the vicked^ It^H 
yOM hy authority from the God of tr plh, not la 
he dMMP^itragnd ihy th«t cirouiq^taace^ bat n^faer 
toy^xvlt tu yjoor disgraoe« Iiiiita|e the ^n^ 
rpffs. uQUf$^.p{ the apdatles^ who went from 
tM pr^€9€e ^ th iwmidl rfj^iimg^ th^ tkegi 
^fifr0 fiLCfiQHnied lAarthjf tolngffer reproach fm^ ik0 
nfiff^^Jem^. (Aottt v.) . Th(K contempt (^ iiBt 
p^9Ps oaeo« is a «asurjtty fi^ r thfe jtpprqbatipn of 
Xiedbyeii- If you he reprobated hy, a cwtupt 
and fiibaiwIoQied world, y^cia have slsroiig motiReg 
to cc^cldde^ tbat you helimg to y^r blessed 
Red^mei*; 

lo qIq^ my 'brethi%«, a jfi$j; knao, dnriog the 
days of bis mortal existence, resembles lJ|at4af 
fFf^ fir^t wbfe* th? Jqw^ oA their wA^ru ft6m 
\kp c^^YAty foiind hUden io the ,earth. l£ ap* 
p^^«d ito them, at fijcsl:, «%y* jfcfee inspired ivriter, 
like « muddy neater. Butno^toooei: hitd ihasmi 
dUp^raed the clouds, by which it wafl before ioh^ 
i^cured^ w4 d^ted upon it sotnebearaa of ligbt 
s^ud he9it, Iwt the di;i^iue fire blazed forth with 
94ich gloiVfiog lustre, sdcrh bright ^aad extraor- 
dinary eiulgeuce, that surprise aiid admiraMon 
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MtMd.aB the sfMdctatdrs/ JVhel^.ike. m^r^k^ 
were laid on the altar, Neemias commanded tie 
priests to sprmkie the woodund the things there" ' 
ftpminmth the water. When this^foas dan^t 9»d 
tJke time oamej thai the swn shone, which before 
was Odifi'afdoudi there was a great fire kindled^ 
90 that every nuin wondered. (2 Mac i.) 
• ' A beautifal iliage of the conditioQ ofa just 
man in this, tnnaitory life. The sacred fixe^ 
which be carries in bis heart, is often co.yered 
mith ivery mean ^ppearacices: he is frequently 
treated as someiihiDg despicable ^aiid sriJe^ tmd 
is almost, trodden under feet, by |iro»[ieroo« ^ 
wicl&edness s because these are the days of Ins 
captivity, and Je»os, the eternal safi f^jnftk^t 
is yet biddea item him, beUnd a disti^sittg 
clou0» 'Butr when the Eord appearing in (he 
h^est bea^rens, seated on his throne of glory^ 
in all his poller and majesty, victorious oyer bi« 
enemies, and bafvingaB the nationa of the tM^ 
assembled aft bis feet, shall beamupoo his fiitb^ 
fol «enirants some rays of his own disrine light, 
then we shall see the Ave that was bidden upder 
tbe appearance of abjeetiop and wretchedness, 
instantly rekindled: then the man, who was so 
obscure, so Jowly and despised, shall be disttu- 
gnisb^from among the surrounding multitude, 
*dhall be raised up jnto the air by celestial 3pi- 
Yits, shall be encompassed with glory ^nd ifii- 
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mortality : and sheifv to the lovers of tbiti worki 
an astonisbihg spectacle, while tbeir hearts are 
tortured byali the horrors of desperation from 
the dMoIating prospect of a destiny for theni- 
sel?es so different from what they. behold. in 
him. Ob ! wretched worldlings, bOw poor, fee* 
ble and contemptible are all the indignities 
which you can offer to a soul^lhatcan lean on 
this blessed, this consoling, and supporting 
hope. .f 

II. In the second place, the resurrection of 
Jesus was a complete triumph over all the corr 
rupt passions of the human heart. . , Appointed 
by his eternal Father to be the victim of our re- 
demptipn, he was wounded far our iniquilies, he 
was bruised far our sins^ and by his bruises we 
are healed. Iniquity was permitted to oppress 
that innocence which was charged with our 
guilt, and thus the precious life of Jesus was 
destroyed by the working of those inordinate 
passions which he came to .enable us to subdue. 
But in bis resurrection, my brethren, Con- 
queror of death and hell, he has chained to his 
triumphal car those passions which are the seed 
of death, and the support of Satan's infernal emr 
pire. From the day which saw the completion 
of that auspicious event, his .grace and love 
have established in the hearts of his faithful dis- 
ciples, the doiQinionof truth and virtue. . No 
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longer are the children of Adam detained io a 
wretchecl Captivity. They enter into, the lit^ejr^y ' 
of the children of God : are reinstated ,in the 
rights which they had forfeited. Their. deli- 
verer restores to them that superiority ay^r 
passionj which they had unhappily lost togettier 
with original justice. • .: 

:; Therefore, having risen with Jesus, we UMist 
make it our constant object topedect in our- 
selves this blessed liberty, which he. hath pur- 
cfaatied.fer us: we must incessantly labpur-to 
diminish the weight of our own.natural corrup- 
tion, which, if we cea^e to struggle with it, 
will infallibly force u$down to the regions of 
eternal death. Remember, alvvays, my lier 
loved, that the life of a. Christian upon earth,j;is 
not that peaceful situation, in which the soul 
secured from every, danger, enjoys in p^lm rre- 
pose the fruits of its victory. No : it is a w,ar- 
fare; it is a daily. combat of the law of the 
ilesh against that of the spirit. A cpntinuaci 
series of efforts to resist the attractions of un- 
lawful pleasures: an unremitting attention to 
curb those reJielUous propensities, which fiq^it 
so painful to bend in obedience to the authority 
of reason and divine grace. TraDquiility and 
inaction would be our ruin. If we be once: so 
reii^iss as to. make but a faint Tesistan^e^ the 
enemy will; collect against us fresh forces. 

VOL. I. G 
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Tlie iQStaBt of our ioactifUy, is the signal of 
oor defeat. 

Each of you, my beloved, must from sad ex- 
perience be well acquainted with the particular 
weaknesses of your own hearts: you know 
what have been your predominant passions, and 
the precise objects by which they have been 
excked. Yourselves, consequently, can best 
point out by what precautions and labours you 
shall most likely succeed in effacing from your 
souls the image. of sin, that the image of God 
which he hath stamped upon them, may conti- 
nue their grace and ornament to the end of time 
and throu^out eternity. Oh ! then fail not, I 
coiyure you, (ail not from this moment to era- 
ploy those precautions. Be indefatigable in 
those labours. Without them you will foster 
in your bosom a seed <tf vice ; you will suffer a 
principle of death to work within you: and 4 
latal poison to spread infection through your 
heart. Without the utmost care on your part, 
the wounds of your soul, which, we trust, the 
grace of Jesus hath now healed up, will be all 
opened again, and diffuse around an odour of 
corruption. Then the church, which now ce-^ 
lebrates the triumphs of virtue in your hearts; 
Hvfll be reduced to the mdaneholy necessity of 
lamenting and weeping over your ruin. Alasl 
she wilt cry out; How is the gold darkened, the 
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\finestt ctflmt dkdngedl Ail ike hmaty of lite 
daughter ofSion hath departed frani her. TH^ 
yoke of her iniquities i$ again come quickly up6k 
her. All that pass by deride hersayimg : Is tkiis 
the city of perfect beauty^ the joy of the u^ok 
earth ? She had been raised from among ^6 
Bhades of death, she was decorated with gri^ 
her whole form was the expression ^f loVeK^ 
ness, and beheld now she hath once more fallen, 
and is reckcmed among those who descend into 
helL 

I know weU» that stability in perfect viiiue, 
that an entire command ovm* passion^ 'to the 
exclasidn of any the least deviation from recti* 
tade, is not given to the jnst man on this side 
of thegrave^ But, althou^ yon cannot ob«- 
tain over your passions a perfect victory, yoa 
can daily enfeeUe their opposition, and sol^ect 
them more folly to the influence of divine cbar 
irtty. You can be tender of your own wedb- 
ness^ by cautiously avoiding every dangerous 
incitement to evil. By frequent retiremedt de- 
voted to communications with heaven^ you €Mi 
nourish in yourselves that piety, which is alarm- 
ed at the shadow of guilt. By frequent' and 
fervent prayer, you can obtain that aid from 
above, which will strengthen all your e^rts. 

And, oh ! when flesh and blood shall repiiie 
at the wholesome severities of virtue, wbdn you 

g2 
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shall find yoiirseLves dispirited and wearied ia 
the conflict with your spiritual foes, and when 
the world shall oppose your progress in holi- 
nessy animate yourselves to steady perseverance, 
by the glorious prospect of your own resurrec- 
tion with Christ Jesus to lite and immortality. 
JBekoldi says St. Paul, / tell you a mystery : tee 
skattM indeed rise again....This carrvptiblentust 
fut on incorruptioH ; and this mortal must put an 
immortality. Then shall came to pass the saying 
that is written: Death is swallowed up in victory 
.^..Thanks he to ISod^ who hath given us the vie- 
iory^ through our Lord Jesus Christ. There- 
fwe^ my beloveds he ye steadfast and unmovaUe .-. 
always alnmnding tii the work of the Lord^ 
knowing that your k^our is not in vain in. the 
Lord. 1 Con xv. 

' Dear, soothing hope, which enabled holy Job 
to .look with, a tranquil eye on the whole. coU 
lection, of human miseries accumulated around 
.him, and gave him a strength of mind far supe- 
rior to all the calamities, by which he was opr 
.pressed. JAntotc, said he, while his afflicted 
body was criimbling in pieces, I know ^ that my 
Medeemer liveth^ and^ in the last day I shall rise 
Mmt of the earth. (Job xix.) This sweet ex- 
pectation, this comfortable assurance fills my 
souKwith joy, and makes me forget sill my pre- 
sent sufferings. 1 shall rise out of the earth, 
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and eternally behold the object of my love: 
and in my flesh I shall see my God — this my 
hope is laid up in my bosom. Oh! my beloved 
friends, virtue is no longer disgusting, piety has 
no longer any mixture of bitterness, duty is no 
more painful, tribulations are but light trials 
which pass away with the rapidity of lightning, 
death is a desirable object to those who are 
supported by this consoling thought. Let this 
hope, my beloved, be laid up in our bosoms, it 
will encourage us to shew our fidelity, to Jesus, 
till the moment when we descend into the 
grave ; to consecrate to him the bloom of youth, 
the strength of manhood» and the maturity of 
advanced age; to live only for his love, and to 
give our last sighs and the expiring efforts of 
our souls to him, who died and rose again, that 
he might raise us up again to a blessed immor- 
tality. 



%* It being more proper that a discourse 
which I have already published on the Ascen- 
sion of our Lord, and assigned to the Sunday 
aftei- Ascension Day, should be made yse of 
on the Festival itself; I here insert a Serinoa 
drawn from the Epi&tle which is re^d on. tb^ 
abovermentioned Sunday, iu order to supply 
tisxe deficiency. . \ 



SERMON VI. 



SUNDAY AFTER THE ASCENSION. 



ON FOROIVIMO INJURIES. 



IBefore att things have a constant mutual charity 
atnong yourselves: for charity eovereth the 
mufttAwfe <y^fuu. — 1 Pet iv. & 

. » 

Tafs comtant, omtaftl, fraternal ebaritjr^ 
lirfakh 18 file coatimial tkeoM of the gospel of 
GhrisC JesuBj and is pecommended in all the 
Writings* of the aposdecH^^This charity, which, 
as we are informed by St. Peter, in the words 
of my text, covers the multitude of defects 
which we may observe in our fellow-creatures, 
and is^ eon#equen4y, eif^r ready to pardoo the 
iafjuries^ which we may receive from th^n, is 
not to be considered as a virtue peculiar to the 
Chriiitiau religion ; but as having been a princi-^ 
)>al duty of manfrom the beginning of the world. 
The God of -all goodness bath engraven the 
principles of it on «very ^man heart : and out 
of the ten commandments^ given to the 
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l>eople on ikehcAf moootaiii, seven have for 
jtbair k^itiediate object its varidtt« branches. * 

Bi9t> because the Pharisees had made void 
Ibe comoeiaodaietit of God by tb^tr o«(vn tradi^ 
tioos, and had caused their disciples no longer 
to associate with the idea of charity the obliga^^ 
tion of forgiving iivjuries ; our Redeemer en- 
ibrces, in the^nost authoritative and impressive 
terms, that perfection of fratern$il k>ve, which 
coveredi ti^ multitude of sins. You hasse heard. 
4said he» that it haih been said: Thou shaU lone 
thy niigUbour, and hate thy enprny. JBut I say 
to you : Love your, enemies ^ do good to them that 
hateyouj at^pntayfor them that persecute and 
calumfiiate you. (Matt v. 43.) Thus did Jesus 
re-estabh'sh by his authority this immutable ob- 
ligation: thus did he dissipate the vain sophistry 
which aimed at stifling the; cries of nature. 
Moreover, to enforce stiH more strongly the 
duty of forgiving injuries, he bath been pleased, 
by exalting noento the dignity of adopted cbild^ 
ren of God^ to strengthen the bands which unite 
them together: and in order to move them to 
this charity more efficaciously, be hath caosed 
it to be accompanied by the satisfaction of imi^ 
tating his example, and the encouraging hope 
of One day meeting with a like indulgence at 
the tribunal of onr sovereign Judge. 

An error similar to that of the PhariiSeetf» an 
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error, which origkiates in the corrupt passions 
of men's hearts, has at all times received, and stIH 
continues to receive, much enconrageroent in the 
world. Of all the iiijunclions of Christian mo- 
rality, there is not any against which the preju- 
dices of men are more violent, to which custom 
is more directly opposite, or nature is more re* 
luctant, than the forgiving of injuries. The 
world has almost effaced revenge from the cata- 
jogue of crimes,, and has consecrated it by its 
suffrages. In the judgment of the world, to > 
revenge an affront is to shew a proper spirit, to 
act by the principles of honour : he, whorefusM 
to revenge himself, is stigmatized as dastardly, 
despicable, and unworthy to participate the 
right* of men. * 

Against these false and impious maxims I 
shall this day produce before you the deeibjons 
of God's eternal wisdom : and shall «hew yoii, 
.that the duty of loving all our fellow-creatures, 
whether friends or enemies, without a single 
exception, is founded upon motives ^hich never 
can be invalidated : and, consequently, that re- 
venge cannot be justified by any pretext, which 
we may be capable of alleging. 
' Th^ ancient Stoic, formed by philosophy, 
and boasting an invulnerable frame of mind, 
was a spectacle highly Battering to human va- 
nity. Having figured to himself an imaginary 
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form of fierfectioD, be held it not [Sufficient to 
pardon kijaries,' and to support afflictions: he 
v^oiild^ aim at a total insensibility. Thus ad- 
♦vaneiog beyidnd the temperate limits which vir- 
tu^' marks out, he was neither fathier, spouse, 
friend j nor citizen : he was a philosopher. 
•*^ What calumny can molest me T he fiercely 
exclaimed ; " what evil is pain ! what revolu- 
'tion of human things can shake my constancy! 
^Let the enemy^ lay waste our cities, and tear 
away, my children from. the embraces of their 
'disconsolate.iiiother: I shed no tears over ca- 
lamities which cannot affect me: free in im- 
'prisonment and chains, and tranquil amidst the 
rains of my country, I have lost nothing, pro- 
vided I but preserve my virtue." Blinded by 
arrogance, he did not perceive/ that this sort of 
disinterestedness led to the extinction of every 
social virtue, and loosened every band, by 
<v4iith man* is united to his fellow man. He 
did not percfeive, that virtue does not go to the 
eradicating, but to the right ordering, of our 
affections : that virtue, in this life, has no merit, 
but by the sacrifices which it makes, and that 
•there can be no sacrifices, where there are no 
tittachments. 

• Therefore,' my Christian friends, I do hoi 
come here to say to you ; Be insensible to the 
^injuries which are offered you : the Hand that 
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/strikes you caQnot ;bart oor wonofl : the vio- 
lence which plunder^ yoqr property takes no- 
libing from you: the losp of all whiph you pos- 
sess on earth should i^jMise you no affliction. 
This is the language of enthusiaso), uot of reli- 
glOD. Jesus Christ hath not said to his disci- 
ples : Yoo shall love uothiug iu this world : but 
you 9hdU lope God ubovfi ail things. He hath 
not said : You shall not suffer, you shall not be 
afflicted; but you shall f^uHRar, and you shall 
be patieuty and tnjfaur patience you shall j^assesf 
your souls: evil shall be doneXo you, and you 
shall return good : do good to them thai hat^ 
Ifou* Consequently, your reajdin#ss to forgive 
injuries must not be derived from insensibility, 
or indifference, but from, a noblier source, from 
a higher principle, from the great and general 
law of fraternal charityv 

God, who, b^iiig in himself essentially and 
infinitely happy, was pleased to create iiiao, 
that be mjgbt communicate to him a, portion of 
bis liappiness, has ordained, that, in conformity 
to his gracious operations, every creature, which 
ei:yoy8 any share of happiness shall commuiii- 
icate it to others, who are capable of receiving 
it: and that all, who 'aspire to felicity, shall 
iwish it to be imparted to their iellow-creatures. 
Hence there is rooted in every human heart an 
innate principle of bienevolence which gives birth 
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to its first afTections; — a principle of beoevo^ 
lence which exists antecedently to those cor- 
rupt passions, that seek to destroy it; and to 
the efforts of that sordid self*l6ve, which would 
check its exertions* He who beholds another 
in affliction and pain^ has no need to convince 
iumself that he ought to be moved. The na- 
tural tenderness of his soul spontaneously in*, 
clines him to succour his unfortunate brother. 
before re«o« enlighten. Mo, wifl. ^pec. .. 
his duty* Hence every heart is cheered by 
scenes of public joy. There is none but is de> 
lighted to behold before him the iukage of hap- 
|unes8» and tastes a sweet satisfaction in labour- 
ing for its perfection and embellishment. 

Oh ! man, fet your mind dwell on the con- 
templation of these lovely features^ which form 
m your souls the image of the Deity. Read the 
primeval law which is written on your hearts 
with indelible characters : '* ThcMi shalt love iq 
others that which thou lovest in thyself. Their 
nature, their faculties, their weaknesses^ their 
rights, their hopes, are thine also. Qualities, 
which are dear to thee, lose no part of their 
value, because they appear in thy brother i God 
loves thy brethren ; therefore they are amiable^ 
As long as their will is not inflexibly attached 
to evil,. he wishes to reform, but not to destroy^ 
tbem. He pardons tlie wicked, who oSer him 



92 

fio many outrages: therefore thou must pardon 
thecn. likewise." 

^ Such is the language of simple nature; : but 
yon^ who are disciples of Jesus, raiist carry 
your views still farther. Contenoplating your 
fellow-creatures in the light of.divine revelation, 
jou behold them all united in Christ Jesus, co- 
vered over with his blood, destined together 
^wiih you to participate his felicity. Hence arise 
new cpnnexioDis which may not be dissolved ; 
bands of afiection which are stronger than 
death ; a uDion which is fonned by the love 
of Jesus. To separate yourselves from those, 
who are united to htm, is to injure his goodness, 
and to- separate yourselves from him.ialso. Can 
we seek to destroy those whom he delight^ to 
save! CiBin we breath vengeance, while his 
blood disarms even justice ! No : there can be 
no. longer any enmities under the dominion' of 
; grace. The Christian, who loves Jesus, can 
.no longer bear the least ill-will to any human 
creature. 

, These are the invariable motives on which is 
, founded the law of fraternal love, and by virtue 
of which, it must be extended to all men, how- 
ever their conduct may haye been to you un- 
grateful, injurious or unjust. Your enemy, by 
all his outrages, hath not broken, and could 
not break the bands which unite you to. him. 
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He is still a child of tbe^ame parent: still beinr 
on his forehead the image of the Drvioity, whicK 
claims your respect. Has he lost, by 6ne dis* 
orderly passion, all the qualities, which before 
made him amiable? your brother, vfUo has in-- 
jured you, is still in possession of all the [H'ivi- 
leges, which give a value to your existence* 
He is, as well as you, an object of love to the 
divine. Being. The same destiny, the saoi^ . 
hopes bind you yet together.— And shall an in^ 
discreet expression, an injury exaggerated, pro^ 
bably, by your own vanity, or which, perhaps; 
has no existence but in your own* imagination, 
shall it destroy a union cemented by nature 
and graces and aaake an eternal' opposition be-* 
tweeh creatures, who still must be inseparable! 
Shall thie laws of your Ci^eator be less powerful 
than a transitory interest, or yield to the sallies 
of caprice and humour! Tender humanity, dear 
charm of life, pure spring of every pleasurabte 
affection, what would become of thy sweet in* 
flueuce, if it depended only on the agreement 
of men^s passions, and the coincidence of inte* 
rests pursued by self-love, or of projects formed 
by ambition and vanity ! No: thou leanest not 
upon supports so feeble : one common father, 
one same nature, one country : these are thy 
foundations: these nothing shall destroy; and 
while these shall subsist, thy sodt emotions shall 
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sot cbMe to be excited. Wid is weak, amd I 
omnHw&dc? WAo h seandaiized, and I cannot 
mifirel (2 Cor. xi.) This is the voice of na- 
ture, lihe voice of religion. Woe to me» if the 
cries of benevolence be ever stifled in me by 
the resetitiDent of an injury ! 

You maj perhaps imagine, that the gnilt> 
which your, neighbour contracts by the ii\jnry 
which be has done to yoo, is sufficient to justify 
your enmity against him. But why should it? 
His injustice has not altered his natwe: there* 
fore you ososfc still love him. As long as he is 
ar nUaft, you most interest yburself in his happi- 
ness. Are we to wait till our neighbouri be 
constantly just and virtuous, before our hearts 
are expanded to them by benevolence ? With* 
out doubt, their crimes disfigure in them the 
image of the Deity : but the supreme Being, 
who formed his weak creatures, is not without 
the means of repairing his own work. Shall I 
break in pieces the vessel, which the Lord may 
hereafter design to fill with the sU^undance of 
his graces? While his clemency inclines to 
call the sinner back to the embraces of virtue, 
shall I wish him to be miserable and to 
perish? 

Oh ! my friends, poor and feeble creatures as 
we are, creatures, who have no resource but in 
the bounty of the Father of mercies, surely we 
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caaQot refuse to imitate his pati^ncet hid isiwM^ 
0686, his clemency. When we cast 04ir ^es 
upon the variety of iiis wonderftil vork0, m all 
we diicoTer coDtinqal marks of bis li»ve< * He 
commandeth the san to fihine, and the lieair<enly 
dews to Call upon the jost and the impioqs. Bis 
blessings are eqnally divided among the gm>d 
who praise his name, apd the wicked who. tnsulC 
him and abuse his fkvoprs^ AH creatures bear 
witness that our God lovee^ bis enemies. Both 
heaven and earth pronounce against the revenge- 
M a sentence of condemnation. 

Bot still more forcibly does the blood of Jes«s 
ibry out against them. Beh6ld him immolated 
on the cross, praying and apologizing for those 
who are unjustly shedding his blood, opposing 
mly his meekness and tenderness to their ma^ 
lii6e and brutal Airy. Oh ! what a terrible spec^ 
tacie for a Christian who beam any enmity to 
Ills brother ! — for a Christiao whose r^igien 
teaches him that all men would be lost withmit 
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resource, did not love withhold the uplifted 
arm of justice; — a Christian the foundations of 
whose religion are cemented by the blood of his 
Reileem^r, poured forth for the salvation of his 
enemies : — ^a Christian whose religion subsists 
on earth « by the reconciliation of the creature 
with his injured Creator, and in heaven, by (he 
unalterable tifnioh of its members with their glo* 
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#10118 Head: whbse religioo, in a word, tnatg pria- 
cipte; means, and end, ifi nothing but oharityii 
Moreover, my beloved frieords, if your bro^ 
their have done yon an injury, is he not suffice 
ciently pnntshed by bis crime ? A greater mits- 
fortune, than any which' you can bring upon 
him, is his own injustice. His fall should, 
therefore, exicite your pity, rather than your 
itate: you should weep over him and solicit 
heaven for his conversion. Alas! my friends-, 
we are all liable to the same failings, all prone 
to the same evils. Our virtues all border upon 
vice, bur happiness is all mingled with bitter- 
iiess: .Oh! theh let us not.refuse to iatnother that 
indulgence and pardon, which we all implore 
from our heavenly Father. Where is the man 
who would not have just cause to tremble, if God 
should treat him with that sevefrity, whtch^ 
shews to his enemy? Let us interrogate our 
consciences, and penetrate into the Secrets- of 
our hearts, and we shall shudder at the viefw of 
our own injustices, we shall see how much. w6 
stand in need of mercy from God, and of iaduig- 
ence from men. Lord^ we shall cry out, with 
the royal prophet, if thou skait observe ihiqui^ 
. ties 9 Lardy who shaU sustain it f Put ye on^ there'* 
/ore, says St. Paul, o^/Ae elect of GodyJwhf^mid 
belovedy the bowels of mercy ^ benignity^ humility^ 
modes tyi patience: bearing with one another i and 
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ffrirffiving one .another ^,4/^ ari^^hiece a ecmpbdnt 
against amtken: evenasi ^e fsord^ hQth forgiven 
ymt'f.sa do you oUsoi, Sut above aU these things 
htae ciaritjf wMchM this kond. of perfections annd 
letdhejpeofie ^iCkiist ri^iee in yemr hearts t 
(Cohiii. 12.) that peace, which Jesms, the. Prioc^ 
ofy.pfiaqe.iiiipjE^rts to.iall his 4iscip)^,.to,^|Rm 
ihatw^e.afarqffand to them tha^ are nigh;, re^ 
cuonfiiling Itoth to God;in^one body by thecross^ 
kHHug the enmitiiss in hims§lf. .£pbes. ii. . . 

II> Qppo5(e QO'vvf to .these inviiidble argumenti^ ; 
t)ie. pretext^ which j,ou can allege for cpBtiniiipg 
your enaiities.. .You will meatiqn ypiir, n^tut 
r^Lirepiigiijamce to. loving-tbQse by whom y<:)i| 
bttveb^D ill-treaiHed, you will prpdi^ic^the i9ax» 
ims^pf the world, and; your dread of its judgr 
moots-. You. pretend that you caiinot . stifle 
yqiyi: resentmenti — ^Bpt, when your worldjy iur 
ter^ts are concerned ^ when you, are, aiming at 
advancement in life, when you are und^r ^|i9;dQ2- 
nunion of amj^ition^ yoqr affectifins: read^y bend 
to. yonr ^des^s ; yoi^r ipclinations take a neii^ 
turn:; ypulo^e your fiercepeisfs, your pftssions 
siltiside : you pan thei» bear njany sights and 
cc^omp^tft : you caa swallpfi^ affrontis ;^ yoii be- 
CQQip oomplaisaiit, supple, p6rl){ip9, even grpve]^ 
ing.in the extreme; all becomes suppOrtdhle, 
provi4ed it lead to the ^lUaining of ypui; desired 
object: and shall not the hopes which divine 
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feitb iMpites, nhsSk nbl the excdlewe and the 
fewariis of charity, owercome that viijuBt repqg- 
feiaiie^, which kc^ps yoa at a dmtsoice frmm 
yont hrother ?. ShaH it be reckooed toa puifiil 
to briog your iocKDatioDs tocoioeiiie with yoiip 
eternal intei^ests ! 

The world, you say, Will desptse yo9» if you 
ra£fer sueb and swh an imull to pass uhre* 
▼euged. And what are the judgmental of men, 
that they iBhonld infln^ice you in this particn-^ 
for? Are you to practise virtue only aifter their 
mode? Ah! y6a well know, that true heroisin 
ianef imitate Jesus praying for his unjust and 
feruel^ exectttioilens ; — that bUssed are they tdho 
8uff^ plersemtion for jmtiti sake ; — lhat» to be 
ampty recompensed for the loss of your posies^ 
i^ionA, of yoitr honour and your life, it is suffix 
cient to be able to say within your own hearts ; 
^' I preserye my virtue : God beholds me : abd 
he witl be ray reward exceeding great" 

Let us content onrselVes with this testimony 
of consctenfee. Let us Usteii neither to our 
iprejudices nor to our passions ; and we sh^ll 
iquickly be convmced, that revenge is not made 
for oiir hearts ; that hatred is always a pafnfiil 
sentiment: If the forgiving of an injury be re- 
pugnant to the dtspositiotas of pure and unadtil- 
terated nature, why would you rather choose tp 
be Abel expiring under the hand of his murder- 



fng bi^faer, tbaa Gaiii who. sacrifices him to af>- 
pea^ his revenge ? Why do your hearts, glow . 
with afieetiOD for D^id wheniielbrgiTes Semei,i 
wbo'had loaden him with iDJnrim? Wfaydoed 
the tear of setisibiHty start from oar^es^ Whtid 
Wie behold Joseph mnbracitig his brethffed i Ob 1 
1^ Its i!$llo W the bent of benevoleaoe, iemd we 
shall feel how pheasant it is to yield to itsuiAii* 
eti^e : let us forgive, and wei^aU be happy ia£ker 
we hai^e ibi^ireti t let us do good to oar eiie^ 
miety and from the sacrifice whieh we make for 
that mdj we shall derite the most exqaisite en* 
joyment. The first efforts of this virtue will be 
6(hockiDg to our passions: but after we have 
praetisi^ it we find it truly sweet aod <x>n8ol« 
hig. 

No more, then, let us hear from you this un- 
christian language: ^^ M y enemy has blackened 
my reputation, has robbed me of my pi^operty, 
has opposed my interests ; I cannot love him." 
Has. opposed yo«ir interests! Imniortal soul, 
destined to be eternally happy hy the knowr 
ledge and love of the Divine B^ing, have you 
then forgotten your own dignity and your Mo- 
rions expectations ? Does your felicity centre 
in the enjoyment of transitory goods ? Was it 
for objects so contemptible, so vile, that you 
have been redeemed with an infinite price? Did 
Jesus choose for himself a state of poverty and 
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abjection^ to gi?e you an exalted idea of worldly 
glory, of ricbe&i or of any thing that depends on 
this life? Without doubt, i^you place your hap* 
piuess in these frivolous objects, you will never 
love the rival that disputes them with you, nor 
the unjust man who takes them from you. But, 
because your affections are disorderly, are yojun 
enmities less criminal ? Ah ! my friends, if w'e. 
would discharge the obligations of a Christian, 
adorn our lives with the virtues which the gos- 
pel recommends to us, and pass the few days 
of our earthly existence in peace and harmony, 
without hatred, animosity, and revengeful de- 
sires, we must neither be worldlings, voluptu- 
ous, ambitious nor covetous. While w6 affix 
too much value to present things, our hearts 
are corrupt, our affections are vitiated in their 
source, and will not fail to branch out into je^^ 
lousies, discords, and e^ery other evil, that is 
destructive of human happiness. 

Place your treasure in heaven, and your 
hearts will be there also : and then you will 
say, with the apostle : I have .compared present 
things with the blessings which await a £&ithfill 
disciple of Jesus, and I have judged that it wsi^ 
better to'lose all that passes with time, than to 
lose that charity which is the foundation of 
everlasting happiness. / count all things to be 
hut loss, for the excellent knowledge of Jesus, 
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KJtaist niy Lord^ for whom I have suffered the 
Joss of all thiugSy and count them but. as dung, 
that I. may gain Vhrist and may ^e found in him. 
{Phil, iii.) If femporal things have in my eyes 
any value, it is vfheu they do not stand in op- 
position to the duty which I owe to Jesus. 
When the divine goodness permits me the use 
of them, the voice of my gratitude is heard at 
the throne of God. When his providence takes 
"them from me, I bow down with submission to 
Jiis equitable appointment I adore bis justice 
:wfaich punishes here, that it may spai-e nie ib 
-eternity. I know, that his mercies are above 
all his works, that bis designs all tend to my 
"happiness,, and in the confidence with which 
this truth inspires me, the first wish of my heart 
is, that his^ will be .done. 
> Can I be. much irritated, when men injure me, 
fif rdiscover by. the light ^of faith, that the obsta- 
•^les, which they throw.in the way of my pre- 
f«ent prosperity, are the means of my everlasting 
rsalvatJonr I ranst pity them, because they are 
fso. unfortunate, as to be unjust: but I must love 
{them, because th^y are my brethren, whom my 
heavenly Father yet regards with afleciion, and 
fWthom his grace rcan yet reinstate in their right 
4o 4.he inheritaocce of his children. Destined to 
lenjoj the rewjards; which are promised to virtue. 
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I have no hatead, lN|t far the g»iit whidi idefiie« 
mf Mttl ; I hara no ^nemy, hat the evil spirit, 
who ue^sA m^ eterfial rain: aa^ e^eo, if hia 
perverse will w^e net iafleicible, | would pray 
lor his rettira to goodnesa. 

Oh ! Chmstians, if eur eyes» which eo often 
wander amcmg earthly vaeities, he fixed at 
length on the ol^cts which religion presents 
before ns : if we contemplate Jews giviaig hJla 
life for his eaemieS) continually interceding for 
them, jnd^ng the liniag and the dead, aiad ror 
jecting from h» embraces those who are not 
made conformable to his blessed image: bis 
f xailiple» his menaces, his promises, wiU infalli- 
bly destroy every pretext, which we f^an bring 
for justifying our avercdons. 

Let these powerful motives touch your hearts. 
Iiet the blood of Jesus, which cries lor mercy 
to descend to you froni beavra, obtain ii from 
you for your brethren o« earth. Forgive; that 
you may deserve forgiveness. Love all op0n in 
God ; that you may be worthy of his love. Do 
good to your enemies ; that the Lord may tuni 
away his face from your iniq^ikies^ tod crown 
yon with loving-kindness. 
• Gimto my ministry this consoiadon — let me 
have the satisfection to learn, that even one 
fsmcmfr you has profited by this exhortation, an4 
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» sinoerdy recoBcilpd ndtk fait eoeuy^ Holni 
fair aod beaiitifol would the Clmsinm cbiircb 
appeieir, i£ all her members wpre muted by cfaa-» 
rity t How wottld nbe trioinphi could abe aay 
to the uabelieverS) who are happy to be wit^ 
iiesses to our disseosions: ^* Behold these^ 
whom I carry ia my bosom, have but one heart 
and one soul : they are all friends, all affection- 
ate brothers: and while you are injuring and 
reviling them, they have no wish but what is 
friendly and kind to you : they are supplicat- 
ing heaven for your happiness^ while you are 
meditating their destruction !" This is the ge- 
nuine spirit of Christianity. It condemns^very 
species of enmity and dislike, even that which 
is covered over with a show of zeal for the in- 
terests of religion. It reprobates the hypocrite, 
who dares to approach its altars, while he har- 
bours in his breast the least ill-will i^ainst any 
brother, either on account of his differing from 
him in religious opinions, or of any other dis- 
agreement whatever. 

Now, therefore, my brethren, let us prostrate 
ourselves -before this sacred altar, in this san^c- 
tuary of mercy, and cordially caress each other 
in the bospm of our heavenly Father. Feeding 
here on the same celestiaHood, drinking of the 
Bame chalice, the new testament in the blood 



104 

of Jesuit let us beg of the spotiess Lamb to seal 
oar reconciliatioii with: his gnce, aqd to qberidh 
io barheartis the pure S9me» of. lOy^,. that oof 
UDtoD on earth may be daily .'more and mpre 
confirmed, ttU-it become at lepgtb:iQt}ii9soJqb|i9 
in a blie^fol immortality, 



3ERMON VII. 



WHIT-MONDAY. 



OK THE EXCELLENCE OF THE CHEI6T1AM 

PISPEMSATION. o 



The Paraclete, the Holy Ghost, whom the Ftt- 
ther will send in my name, he will teach you 
all things, and bring all things to your mind^ 

1 whatsoever I shall have said to you. — John 

This consoling promise of our gracious Re- 
deemer uras completely falfilled in the divine 
mystery, which is the'object of pur devotion 
on. these days of spiritual festivity and joy« 
When the Spirit of <jrod; the third person of 
the adorable Trinity, descended upon the apos- 
tles, and first disciples, edriching them with 
Us gifts and graces, then did the Lord Jesua 
create to himself a .new people, who should 
adore Ms :eternal ^Father in spirit and in truth; 
then did he renew the feceof4he earth, forming 
vvith its inhabitants tb^t blessed alliance, of 
which the distant prospect had filled the hearts 
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of the patriarchs and prophets with rapturous 
joy; and promulgating the law of grace and 
love, the grand olqect, the end ami consumma- 
tioB of all his designs and labours, in favour of 
hjs once mdned ereatures« 

Long had the darkness of ignorance been 
spread over all the nations of the earth, when 
thf^ etomal wisdom^ wktch aisista at the. throne 
of God, was pleased to impart to men its celes- 
tial light. Almost ail those, who, in ancient 
times, were dignified with the title of lovers of 
wifldooB, had devoted their mental £BU!ioItie8 to 
studies unproductive of virtue and of happi- 
Des8» They bad laboured to explore the ele- 
ments which constitute the material crei^tion. 
They had estimated the powers which give mo- 
tion to the vast systan of ti|e universe. They 
had flattered themselves, thi^t they had pene* 
trated the veil which oonoeated the mysterieB 
of nature from the eyes of the re^ of mortals* 
But wilh respect to that knowledge which re- 
gulates the nioral conduct of life, all the efforts 
of the famnao mind had served only to prove 
its uncertainties and its impotence, when lyias*' 
sisted by divine revelation. The philosophers 
bad obscured the very principles of natural la w« 
They saw not the aprings of the human hearts 
They were ignorwir of its weakness and of its 
dependance on the supreme Being. By some 
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itf (hem the gwat AjqAm of mitaie wm liaMlIf 
diecaTered ia tbe^forksi^fiiis omiiijpot«a€e» 

Such was theUmdnesgof liiiiiiftii-kiiid^wlite 
their undeifstandliigs were gov^ned by the die- 
lates of philosc^y. Absurdity and impiety 
every where prevailed; and truth, when ehe 
appeared; was Gompelied to hide her ven<erable 
iiead fFom the contempt and scorn of the chil^ 
dren of cnen. But the excess of our calamity 
was followed by a most nstonisfaiug remedy ;'^ 
a remedy contrived by infinite wisdom, and ap^ 
plied by infipite, inexpressible love. The lights 
which was to guide ns, beamed forth even from 
the bosom of the Divinity. Jesus, the light of 
the world, Jesus, the way, the truth, and th^ 
life, appeared among men, and having sown 
the seeds of truth in the minds of his followers^ 
eent down the divine Spirit of truth to awaken 
their remembrance of all things which he had 
said to them, to abide with them, and to teach 
them all truth to the end of the worlds 

Thus was promulgated and enforced the lanf 
of love ; not, like the Jewish law, written on 
tables of stone^ delivered to the trembling mul- 
titude in thunder and lightning, and accompa- 
nied by dreadful direats of death ; but with in* 
expressible sweetness imprinted on the souls 
of men, and engraven by grace on the tables of' 
their hearts. This is the covenant, which IwiU 
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n^ake ioUA tkem ^ter thim t%^, sailk the Ldrd: 
lurill give mg lawi in their hearts, and on their 
minds will I write them. (Heh. X.) 

Therefore^ my brethren, it should be a prih^ 
scipal part of our devotion at this' sacred time; 
to beg of the divine Spirit, that he will merci- 
folly write his Iftw upon our hearts, with the 
finger of his own right hand, and impress It 86 
deeply upon them, that it may never more be 
blotted out. Con templatitig the mystery of the 
descent of the Holy Gh&st in this point of view, 
as the promulgation of the law of loVe, a law 
pregnant with so many blessings and comforts 
to mankind, I shall endeavour to heighten your 
gratitude to your divine Legislator, abd to fix 
your fidelity in the observance of his ordinances, 
by pointing out to you the excellence of the 
Christian dispensatiOA. For this end, I shall, 
ill the first place, consider the importsmce of 
that knowledge, which we derive from its hea- 
venly revelations; and then draw from the sub- 
ject some practical inferences, which may well 

deserve your serious attention. 

* As all the duties of man arise from the rela- 

« * 

tion in which he stands to his Creator, and 
from the different bands by which he is united 
to his fellowrmen, it follows, that the principles 
of moral law, and the means Wattaioiog to hap- 
piness, and avoiding misery/ must be derived 
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ffi^ra our knowledge, first, of the nature and at- . 
tributes of the ditrine Being; secondly, pf ouf 
relative situation with respect to him and to 
opr fellow-creatiires ; atid, lastly, of the condi- 
tion and circumstances pf our own being. lul 
this threefold knowledge origiiiate all our ideas 
of virtue and happiness, atid the rules of primW 
tire justice, which are a light fo our minds, dis- 
covering to us the merit or demerit pf our ac-; 
tions, and fixing on each pf them an invariable: 
character pf good or pf evil. By this know- 
ledge is excited that idward sentiment pf our 
hearts, which the violence of passion pan ne- 
ver entirely suppress, and which feels, that the* 
indulgence of any desire, that militates against 
^ the dictates of virtue, is a disorder, a flegrada- 
tion of our bein^, and a shameful abuse pf the 
gifts pf our Creator. Without such knowledge 
there could be too enlightened piety. Without 
it the worship of the Deity would deg^nertftc^ 
into superstition ; vices would bei exalted to' the 
rank pf virtues ; the passions would rage with? 
out control; violence and caprice would u)sarp 
the empire of reason ; and society would be an: 
assemblage of human creatures, abting withbdt 
principlfi harmony, or order, and hastening to* 
destruction in the pursuit of some form of good 
depicted before them by their heated and de- 
luded imaginations. 
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Obviating fl1^ these e^Us, my brethren^ tj^ 
Cbndtian revekrtion exhibits to oni* miti^fc, ai^ 
fait as we are capable of comprehending them^ 
in this imperfect crtate, the gloriods and endear- 
ing attributes of 6od'; establishes for us (be 
fouildations of all social virtues; afnd infortiis 
vsof our present condition and fat ilM destiny^ 
inaking as acquainted with onr natural Weak- 
nesses, and pointing ont the means of s^levi^t^ 
ing all our pains and afflictions. 

I. What noble ideas of the divine Being may 
be drawn from the oracles of revelation ! With 
what majesty do they paint to ns the tme 
and living Odd, self-existing from etertoity* to 
eternity^ grand source of existence to all crea- 
tures. At his command, the fair system of ha^ 
tare arises from the dark and formless mass ; 
chaos is composed into order and fashioned into 
beauty ; and the earth is covered with a delight- 
ful variety of flowers and fruits. His hand ex- 
tends over our heads the starry vault of heaven ; 
guides the celestial orbs in their majestic course; 
and holds the tumultuous oceans captive with- 
in their appointed limits. He commands the 
night, ifi her turn, to cover the earth with a sa- 
ble veil, and, in the morning, pours forth a flood 
of cheering light upon the inhabitants of the 
earth now refreshed and invigorated by suffi- 
cient repose. The heavens sheta forth the glory 
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^Qod, miu3^tki[jlMummt Oieldrkth the w^k of 
kis *aMb. (Fu. xm. 1 .) He hoM» m bis faafad 
the cbalb Of eVi^dtd. He deietmideB .die des** 
titiy^f empWes, litid pteQS the revolutions of 
eges. He breaks sceptres, demolishes thrones, 
and in one ifistani ctttinibles to dust all the 
inagnificent monaments of human pride. Glory 
ahd^ power ^te exdusitely bis^ own. "Whatbver, 
amodg meti or angeliiF, i& accounted dignity ^ot 
greatness siblss m his pr^enoe into insignifi- 
c^sce and libtbing. 

These luminous conceptions of Uie di^iie 
power^ which are Calculated to impress^uswith 
a deep sense of our dependietnceion the sove^ 
reign Ruler ol the universe^ werie at no timeen* 
tirely bailed fhom the miods ^of men, not e?en 
amidst all the wanderings of error and iniquity. 
All the nations of the earth b»re ever acknow- 
ledged a power presiding over the world, and, 
coifsequently. We find, in every region and in 
every period of time, temples^ priests, and t^c^ 
iims, set apart to pay it homage. Bnt the idea 
of superior pow^, separated- Atitn the idea of 
Ae qualities which make it d«iiiabl6, has pro- 
duced eiSfeobmore dangerous, tbttnihose which 
hai«e been engendered by impiefy itself. When 
the Deity appeared encompassed only i^ith 
terrors, poor, deluded men, trembling before 
Aeir idols, forgot that they were the children 
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o£ a tender and loiing parent, and viewed tbeneH. 
selves as the slaves of a tyrant capricious, arbk 
trary^ cruel, and thirsting for human I>lo^^ 
The notion, likewise, of a blind destiny, whieb 
the Pagan supposed to control the exertions of 
the saperior power, pluqged hiin; still deeper; 
in the horrors of despair. Thiis/altarsM^ere- 
erected by fear only, aqd frequently the jmfor-? 
tunale father thought it his duty to. behold with, 
a tranquil eye the blood b( his son, streaming 
upon the altar, to appease the wrath of bisjina* 
ginary gods: / 

But oh ! blessed be our Locd Jesusi Gbrist^ 
who;by sanding his divine Spirit to promulgate 
his amiable law, hath taught usthatrliberaland 
noUe mode of worship, and inspired us with 
that sweet, consoling piety, which is the fruit 
oCconBdence aod love. To us the idea of the 
Deity is dear and precious : it nourishes our 
gratitude, aud cairns our fears, without dimir 
nishing our respect and veneration. We kiiowv 
to pur ueverrceasing joy, that the.pow;er of God 
ia eirer iregulated by wisdom, justice, and gopdt 
iSess. : Amidst the wonderful work^ which pro* 
claim the glory of the Lord, we behold, in the. 
light of divine revelation, man distinguished ia 
a specials manner;— man made happy under 
the government of a Providence which is ever 
attfBntive to his wants;— man constituted in 
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jgiuthority over all other visible creatures^ and 
charged with the pleasing duty; of , paying the 
tribute of gratitude^ which they pwe to their 
bountiful Creator; — maq, the principal object 
of God's complacence^ the end of all his pro; 
ductions> the most sublime and excellqijit of all 
\i\^, works on earth. . For man the earth is prO: 
digal of its treasures ; for him the sunbeams 
forth its beneficent rs^s ; for him the clouds 
send down the fostering dev^s. O Lordy our 

Lord, how admirahle is thy name in. the whole 

J # • . ♦ • . . . ^ ...» . . . • 

earth.. ^.I will behold thy heavens; the works of 
thy fingersy the moon and the stars which tJwu 
hast founded. What is man^ that thou art mhid- 
ful of him? or the son ofman^ thai thou visitest 
him ? Thou Aast made him a little less than the 
angels ; thou hast crowned him tvith glory and 
homn^r ; and hast set him over the works of thy 
hands ; thou hast subjected all thitigs under his 
feet. Ps* viii. . . 

I listen with exquisite delight, y^^}\^ l,^,^^** 
the pure and enlightened religion of Jei^u^ thus 
raisipg its consoling voice ; Oh ! man be inno- 
cent, and you shall be happy. Qbejr the com- 
ma.nds of your Creator, walk in the way whjcjbi 
is marked out before you by his unerring wis- 
dom; and enjoy his blessings; let your %art 

ft ' 

be filled with his comforts. Be innocent; and 
sit dowQ to the feast of life under the smiles* of 

VOL* I. I 
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^pprovftig heaven. Let no anxious fe&rs^ nor 
inlsgiTings disturb yoUr rest. You^ to whom 
the world is unfriendly, you who sit pensiyie, 
and depressed; brooding over your indigence 
and manifold distresses, hb cheered and com- 
forted by this assurance, tiiat he, who clbthes 
the lilies of the field with such supefb magnifi- 
cence, who feeds the birds of the air with lionn^ 
tifnl profiisiott, does riot forget those of his trea- 
iures, whom he hath formed to his own blessed 
image. No : if tiie days of your earthly pil- 
grimage be filled with miseries, if you be borne 
down by the pressure of temporal calamity, or 
persecuted by the injustice of m^, acknow- 
ledge, eten in your wretchedness^ acknowledge 
the goodnesd of the INvfue Providence, If it 
aflKdt you, it must be in order to purify, arid to 
fit you for the enjoyment of blessings more Ta- 
luable, than those of ^Aieh you are niD^ de- 
prived. Jf rom the infirmities and pains cX your 
body, and from the disappointments and trou- 
bles ef tfris life, the Lord will derive heiaitb, 
peace and pleasure to yorir immortal souK 

From this conviction of the divine goodness 
arises the obligation of religious worship, of 
which the principal duties are love and grati- 
tude. Ks^ce the great precept of charity is the 
foundation of ail piety, the principle of justice, 
and the end of every other law. Vain is the 
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coAfideiice, ih4iich men BMiy place kk the fiiuUi- 
tnde o(wwtioaB which Aej offer 4so the livi&g 
God, in the magmfictoce of Ihfe gifts, wit* ^hich 
ftfey deicorate bis altars, in ike Bplend'o^r o( 
th^ir temples, and the soleinnity <^ (heir festi- 
vals, only charity can make tfeeir homage ac- 
oe^table in his sight. He is not to he honoured 
by «x«eriot pradtices only. Every tJ^stHnony 
of hOttiage which is notaAmated by divmelov^^ 
is tmworthy of his greatness. His chosen tem- 
ples ^re our hearts. Tiiere he wishes to b^Id 
dominion, and estimates our worships by: the 
number of sacirifices which we make to him of 
our inordinate affections^ Thm shalt iave the 
Lord thy Gdd with thy tvhok heart. 7%is is 
the greatest <tnd the ^si commcmdment Do 
ihts, and thou shaM liee. Do thiii, and thou 
shalt be united in blessed intercourse With in- 
finite wisdom a^ beauty» with the source of 
ievel7 excellence and petfBction. 

n. The law of love is eq^ly beneficial in 
its influence by estaMishing the foundations 
of every social virtue. Min naturally carries 
withim himself an inordinate self-love^ which 
prompts him to refer, all things around him to 
his own peculiar advantage, to view otliar crea- 
tures merely as the instruments of his own hap- 
piness, to disregard them, when he thinks them 
useless to him, and to hate them, wfaai they 

i2 
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stand in the way of the accomplishment of bis 
selfish desires. This dangerous passion, dis- 
guised in various forms, is the parent of treache- 
ry, violence, ambition, injustice, cruelty, and 
of all the crimes that fill society with trouble 
and consternation. 

The Spirit of God taking possession of the 
hearts of men, makes them feel the injustice of 
this selfish and sordid propensity^ It repre- 
sents to us the whole world, as one republic, 
over which God presides, and all the inhabi- 
tants of the earth, as one family^ looking up for 
counsel and support to the satne wise and ten- 
der parent. In the light of divine revelsition, 
we discover, that all men are our brethren in 
Christ Jesus, have all the same wants, and the 
same title to relief, and that it, is an atrocious 
injury to Divine Providence not to distribute to 
his own children the gifts which the fathei^ of 
the family hath put into our bands. The gos- 
pel teaches us, that the. love of ourselves, that 
love which is so wairmTor.our own interests, is 
the measure of the love which we owe to our 
neighbour. Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself. 

This law so'generous, so equitable, so full of 
humanity, is the parent of mutual confidence 
and fidelity among raeu, of peace, harmony, fe- 
licity and social virtue. Guided by this law^ 
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the citizen is conviDced, that he cannot be justi- 
fied in depriving society of those good offices 
and services which it demands at his haiids; 
that be is bound to devote his person and his 
labours to the emolument of his country, from 
virhich, in common with his fellow-citizens, he 
derives so many advantages. He is equally 
averse from inglorious idleness, and from tur- 
bulent activity. He readily foregoes the grate- 
ful repose of private life, when called upon to 
engage in useful occupations. He tastes his 
most refined and exquisite pleasurie in contri- 
buting to the happiness of his fellow-creatures. 
Neither is his benevolence confined to jpersons 
of his own nation or religion. To him no man 
is a stranger. He finds in all men his^wn fea- 
tures which attach him to them. He sympa- 
thizes with their pains. His heart spontane- 
ously melts with pity for their sorrows. He 
wishes air to be happy. 

Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. You 
in particular, who abound with wealth and live 
in the land'of deh'ghts^ hairden not your hearts 
to insensibility, shut not your ears to the cries 
of the indigent. Children of the same parent, 
they have recourse to your tenderness. Pro- 
vidence hath given to you the inestimable pri- 
vilege of being the dispensers of its blessings ; 
oh! then let it be your glory and delight, as it 
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}s yo«r fimst dfiljr, tP ren^r life i«dre 
able to ibe airfprtiinfite, wbotare.p^ui^ io peooKjr 
and aAktioQ^ Make the face of the widow 9mA 
of the oipbftQt to smflo wUb rHwoiPg cheerfoir 
ness aftes thegloon of drapondiiig wsiQntMjM 
The relief of the. unliappy is the most delicjone, 
and the only: lawiiil nee whkh. ^ou cao make oi 
your 8iip»?flaoiis. toi9aeuie8;^ astdi the power o€ 
xeUeviog them is tlie odij: distinctioot for which 
a wise and good man. can exmj jonr conditioa 
IIL Tfaes does the liaw of gmce make ma^a 
aeqjiaiolied with the perfection of the Dtvioe 
Beings an4 with, die nelation io wJiich he standa 
tOi lus Jello W'sGreataws. But this is* not sa&-. 
cient for his present happiness, unless it also ^ 
make himi acquainted wiidi his own aotnal co»f 
dilien and f atmr^ destiny, lieft to contemplate 
his omn hmatg bythe light of mason only, he 
finds it coined over with an impenetrable veil. 
His own heart escapes all his nesearches. What 
he can discoyer of himself is made up of the 
most astonishing contradictions. ; of pride and 
ofimisetiy, of greatoess and meanness^ of Tast 
andt unbounded projects,^ apd wavering and im- 
potenoe in.the execution ; of a longing after inr 
finite happiness* and a fimd and foolish attach- 
ment to frivokras pleasures. His life is a series 
of troubles and pains. Trifling sports are the 
amusement of his early years. The lively and 



119 

tmtmltaous pleai^ures of youth aqd vigoroiia 
maQhood,~ple)tsures, wbich G|Qmetii||e9 make 
him forget hiB inisei^iQs, sifq fo))Qi|r^ by unesmi* 
net9 and dcjectioii of heart, afKi the romaipdev 
of his days is dragged on io infiriwty and. ]9ifk: 
gow, till deaths which is the terror (»f h)# 9<ml> 
, renioTe him from this earthly 9cepe % l^od ivhi^ 
ther he knows not, to an upfxplored regiop, 
ivhich he shudders to think on. Without r^irer 
lation it would seem that man was the work of 
God s wrath, and that the being which formed 
him delighted in the wretche^uesisf of his or0|b> 
tare. 

Here humao reason, despairing ef being ^ver 
able to dispd these elonds of thipko^t darka^aqiy 
and to recoiieile tibe goodnes9 and ju^ticii of 
God with the miserable coodition of n^ap, pay^ 
homage to revelatiqp, and listens with anxioufii 
and respectful attention to its heayenly oracles. 
They only could inform ^s, ti^t man is npt now 
that which he was, when fir$t he came out of 
the hand« of his Sfaker; th^tho ha^dis^ured 
in himself th^ image of the Peity by disobeying 
hk high commands ; that his propensities to 
evil, hi$ errors and his opposition to order and 
rectitude, are among the melancholy conse* 
quences of his rebellion against his Lord ; that 
he must have been lost without resource, if 
Jesus had not turned away from him the wrath 
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of God, and stepped between us and his Fa-r 
tfaer, to withhold his avenging lightnings; that 
this spotless Lamb sealed with his own blood 
(he treaty of onr reconciliation with Heaven, 
and thus order was re-established ; and the law 
of Jesus, written on our hearts by the Spirit of 
God, forms us again into objects of compla- 
cence and love to our once injured and justly 
incensed Creator. 

In this light the contrarieties of human na- 
ture are no longer a mystery : we discover, that 
confusion entered into the world in the train of 
iniquity ; we know the extent of our misery, 
and where to find a remedy. Grace, the seed 
of immortality is purchasied for us by the merits 
of Jesus. 'A lively hope oif future happiness, 
equally removed from the alarms of despon- 
dency and the presumption of pride, causes a 
pure joy to' spring up in our hearts. We hear 
from our Redeemer these consoling words : 
♦' Children of Adam, weep no more over the 
miseries of this transitory life : come to me, 
you that labour, and are heavy laden, and I 
will refresh you: come to me, and you shall 
find rest to vour souls : come, and I will intro- 
duce you into the abodes of life and immor- 
tality;' 

The prospect into future bliss, the charm of 
our earthly pilgrimage, animates our resolution 
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In the discharge of ev^y duty enjoined by the 
evangelical law, and particularly in that vigi^ 
lance over our passions^ and tbat^isengage-^ 
ment of affection from earthly vanity, which the 
doctrines'of Christ Jesus perpetually inculcate. 
Though the path, in which we are allowed to 
walk through life, may be strewed with many 
inviting flowers, though a variety of smiling 
objects may divert away th^)rearine^s of. our 
journey, still we m^st ever remember, that we 
are advancing towards eternity, that the earth 
is to us a foreign land, that the hopes, which 
Christianity inspires, must raise us above all 
that passes with time, and make ,us view the 
emoluments of this life with a holy indifference, 
as unworthy the attachment of a soul whose 
hope is full of immortality. 

My brethren, in thus laying before you the 
principles of that knowledge, which is imparted 
by the Spirit of God to a sincere Christian, and 
the sentiments by which he is actuated, have I 
been so fortunate, as to hold up before you your 
own image? I trust in the mercies of Jesds, that 
in the picture, which I have drawn, many here 
presentAvill discover their own features: but 
is there not great reason to apprehend, that 
there are more among my present hearers, who 
do not find their own chslracter delineated in 
this portrait of a man guided by the law of loVe? 
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If I were lb Mk you, m St Paul did certain 
discipiea of E^boraa ; Jffme gw reeeivei (ik 
HohfGka$tmicepeMiM€4f How maoy migbf 
give the same answer which they did, with a 
great de^ee ol imth: W^ bam not so mnek w 
heard wk$iMr there hea Hofy Ghost. (Aeto xix.) 
Ah I perhaps the influeDce of that Divise Spif i^, 
which has so often humbled the potentates of 
the earth, and n^lred them with the ooioat con^ 
temptnoos ideas of humaj) pomp and grandeur, 
has not yet moderated in its that immeasurable 
ambition by which our hearts are detoured^aof 
eiaeed from oar minds those ideas of wotldly 
glory, fortune and graodoury on which they so 
much delight to dwell, and to which we have 
s& often sacrificed our consciences and our 
eternal salvation. The grace of the Holy GhcM»t 
has induced many, who abounded with worldly 
prosperity, to choose a state of voluntary po- 
verty ; bnt in us, perhaps, it has not in any de* 
gree extingnished the msatiable avidity for ac- 
cumulating wealth, without regard to the dicr 
tatcs either of jusUce <mp charity. Filled with 
the Holy Ghost, multitudes of heroic Chrisr 
tians have braved tortures and deatlP, rather 
than shrink from the profession of tbc»r faith, 
or from the observance of its moral injunctions; 
while we cannot yet overcome that fq^lse and 
criminal shame, which holds us back, when 
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caHed upan (o testify oitf jill^giaiice to our 
Creator, and to raise onradv^MSk ^Wird the ?ai« 
diseoansea and raiUeriea of tbe cyidten of tMs 
¥MMrfai, Tbe power of the IHf ibe S|xmt»^ w hicb 
supported so saany illaatriow confessofa in the 
weariness of exile^ aad ia the rigouffs of onfA- 
latyiylmBJU^ yet enabled us to hear the ot dkary 
ei^ils. of life vdtb proper resignatioo, has not yet 
effeeted oiur saboiissioir to the labours, of re- 
peotaoreei nor nuMred. us to observe! the duties 
of rehgioa with fiddity and pevse veratice. 

Ah! what doesk aitail us to profess our obe- 
dience and attachoient to the law.olgrai:e» if, iu 
ouar regard, it proire useless and without effect ? 
What adhrantage is it to us. to hnow, that the 
Sfwit of God hath, triumphed, in the disciples 
of Jesus, of^r all the powers of earth and hdi, 
if it tiiumph hot orer our weaknesses, and yi- 
ciousittciipations? Alas! in that case, its mirah 
cles, its prodigiel, its conversions, are our con- 
fusion, our conviction, our condemnation 

Shall we never be thoroughly penetrated with 
these important, these interesting truths ? Shall 
we let these sacred days elapse with our usual 
indifference to the concerns of eternity? Gome, 
my beloved friends, since the law of grace has 
in itself so much force and efficacy, let us suffer 
it to operate in our hearts, no longer let us 
check its energy, nor impede its progress. Oh ! 
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had we always 6beyed its dictates, to what a 
deg;ree of selfrposaessioD, of dignity and per- 
fection should we have already arrived ! Oh ! 
Divine Spirit, thou hast mercifully distinguished 
us from among thousands of our fellow-crea- 
tures, in imparting to us the knowledge of thy 
excellent and amiable law ; confirm, therefore, 
now that which thou hast already worked in 
thy servants, by aiding: us to adhere steadfastly 
to the resolution, which we now form before thy 
altars, of yielding an unreserved obedience to 
all thy injunctions. The way, which they trace 
out before us is narrow, and difficult, and some- 
times strewed with painful thorns : but guided 
by thy wisdom, and strengthened by thy grace, 
we shall easily surmount every opposing diffi- 
culty. The thorns will be gradually changed 
into flowers, and the labours of this life will 
terminate in everlasting repose and unbounded 
felicity; 



SERMON VIII. 



CORPUS CHRIST I. 



ON THE ElICHARISTTC SACRIFICfi OF THE 

NEW LAW. 



Take ye and eat : this is my body tvhich shall be 
delivered far you : this do for the commemoror 
tion of me. — 1 Cor. xi. 24. 

A PRINCIPAL excellence of the new law, the 
law of grace and love, consists in the sacred 
mystery of the blessed encharist, in the institu- 
tion of which the Lord hath most gloriously 
displayed his infinite wisdom, power and loye. 
The blessed eucharist is one of the most stu- 
pendous miracles of God's omnipotence, and a 
gracious perpetuation of his adorable incarna^ 
tion. It is a treasure of graces, an assurance 
of our reconciliation with heaven, a pledge of* 
immortality, a memorial . and completion of all 
the wonders which the Lord Jesus hath per- 
fomied out of his loving-kindness to the chil- 
dren of men. In it he renews, to the end of 
time, the august sacrifice which was offered up 
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on mount Calvary, by continually immolating 
the same spotless victim in an unbloody manner 
upon our altars :*-^ sacrifice irhicli is a source 
of glory to bis eternal Father, of joy to the 
heavenly cotflrt$ and of sahratiott to the inhabi- 
tants of the earth : — a sacrifice which is the 
Btost sublime and most noble act of religion: — 
a sacrifice in ^ich is concentred ^\ ihftt is 
most worthy the admiration and homage of men 
and angels. 

No powers of language are equal to the ex- 
pressing of the love which Jasus hatli shewn us 
in this mystery. St. John -the cUscipie of love, 
introduces the account of the institution of this 
•airam^nt und sacrifice with tir6s« affikcting 
wwtfar : Jtsui hkmdng tkM hii kom- ms tame, 
fkai hi $hMiapMs &ut df this ftortd to the Fa- 
tht: having §&ded his own u>h6 u^ete in ike worM, 
he i&oed them to the tnd. (John xiii.) A friend , 
in the ttiomenti) when he is biddifig the last 
fer^well to those Who are diat to hifiii, fe^B alt 
hfe tttidemedS «:st«ited, and perfectly melta 
«iway with affectktfi, and sinks under the emor 
«iofl» ^ bid labtfttri«ig heArt. Jesus, whoSe doul 
was filled with ^ charity tfiore ardent than ever 
gflowed in toy human breaW, felt every tender 
eiMtion ; and, consequently, bequeathed to hi^ 
children a gift truly wdrlhy of a God, sueh as 
tie <it\y could bestow, such as he only could 
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have thought <m t--his own adoraMe person, to 
betheconstfetnt victtfli df our reconciUatioiiwith 
bn eternal Father, and the noamhttent of oar 
90ula to immortal life* 

Tiie memory of this inexpressible goodness 
has this day assembled us together to celebrate 
it in a festival of thanksgiving: and, that you 
«iay be prompted to solfemlnize it with the most 
lively devotion, aitid to derive from it the Itnani- 
Md advantages which it is intended to confer; 
i «ball, in the first plate, explain to you the 
nature of the Christiaii sacrifice^ tod shew you 
its superior excelleiice over etery other which 
Uien have ^t any time offered : secondly^ I shall 
Aaake sokne ceflecticms on the devotion with 
which yon ought to join in the idamolation of 
the spotless Lamb, and on the ardent love and 
holy eagerness of desire, with which you Ought 
frequently to participate the sadred mysteries. 

I. In all religions, from the begy[ptaiug of the 
world, ofierii^ and sacrifices had ever consti- 
iated an essential part of Uie divine worship. 
Men were acclK^med, from the earlieat ages, 
to off^r to the Deity a portioQ of the fruits or 
iMiimals which they Were used to consume for 
their own nourishment, and which they justly 
^considered as the most valuable .part of their 
possessions, in t^timony of his soverdgn do- 
miaion and of their entire dependance on Im 
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bounty for every blessing. Hence, in ihe in- 
stitution oif the blessed eilcharist under the 
forms or appearances of bread and wine, Jesm 
hath been pleased to act with a marked analogy 
to the ancient ideas of men respecting the na- 
ture and ends of a sacrifice. But to the hum- 
ble elements, which the earth produces, he hath 
given a sublime and august character, a value 
inestimable and infinite, by changing them into 
his own precious body and blood* Jesus took 
breads and blessed, and broke, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said: Take ye, and eat: This is 
my body. And, taking the chcdice, he gavk 
thanks : and gave to them saying : Drink ye all 
of this : for this is my blood of the new test anient ^ 
which is shed for inany, for the remission of sins. 
(Matt, xxvi.) Do this for a commemoration of 
me. Luke xxii. 

Thus in place, of the grdss victinis whose 
blood had ^cemented the alliance that was 
made with the Jewish people, he hath substi- 
tuted the pure and divine victim which was im- 
molated on the cross for our redemption. If is 
veiled under the appearances of bread and wine; 
and therefore is Christ called by the royal ij^ro- 
phet a priest for ever according to the order of 
Melchisedech: (Ps. cix.) and in it is fulfilled 
the word of the Lord, which he spoke by the 
mouth of the prophet Malachias: I have no 



pleasure in youy saith the Lord of hosts ^ to the 
Jjewish priests and people : / have no pleasure 
in you^ and Twill not receive a gift of your hands. 
For r from the rising of the sun^ even to the going 

doUMy MY NAME IS GREAT AMONG THE GeN* 
TILES, AND IN EVERY PLACE THERE IS SACRI*^ 
PICE, AND THERE IS. OFFERED TO MY NAME A 

CLEAN OFFERING ; for my name is great among 
the GentileSy fioith the Lord ofhosts^ This 
illustrious prediction is neither applicable to 
the Jewish i^acrifices, which are here rejected, 
nor to the profane sacrifices of the Pagan 
world, nor to the bloQdy sacrifice offered up on 
mount Calvary, which was offered but once, 
and in one place: but is verified only in the 
unbloody sacrifice, in the clean offering which 
is ofllered up by the Christian priesthood to the 
end of time, and in all the roost distinguished 
nations of the earth. 

It is not necessary, even if it could be done 
within the liroits which must be prescribed to 
a discpurse. of this nature, that I should lay 
before you all the arguments on which we 
ground our belief of the real presence of Jesus 
in this mystery, and our confidence in the great 
eucharistic sacrifice of the law of grace. Guided 
by that infallible authority which Christ hath 
established, you know that you are, aiH^must 
be secured against error. I shall nevertheless 
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endeaTOor to contribute somethiDf^ towards con- 
firmkig your faith in.this mystery, and guarding 
you agaioat the innowatioiis of fnodern times, 
by laying before you a precious monument of 
antiquityt twbick demonstrates that your belief 
is entirely die same with that of the first Chris- 
tians. St. Justin the Martyr, writing an Apolon 
gy Cent the Christians, as early as the year 150, 
deacribes their manner of sanctifying the Sun- 
day by meeting to celebtate the divine myste- 
ries, reading die writings of the apostles, and 
prophets, bearing the exhortation of him that, 
presicks oyer the assembly, offern^ the conse- 
crated bread and wine, partaking of the sacred 
food, and making a collection for the support: 
of the indigent: and, speaking of the blessed 
eucharist, he uses these remarkable words: 
'* We call this nourishment the eucharist: and 
no one is permitted to partake of it, unless he: 
believes the truth of our doctrines, has been 
baptized unto remission of sins and newness of 
life, and lives conformably to the precepts of 
Christ JesnSi For we take not these as com- i 
roon bread, aud common drink ; but as Jesus 
Christ oiir Saviour, being inctimate by the word 
of Gdd» had both flesh and blood for our salva- 1 
tion^'SO are we taught, that this food, by which 
oar.:fl«i3li)and blood are < nourished^ over which 
tbmiliiiiksvebeten given by thet prayers in his 
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own word», t> tbej^esh and hloojd of4he mcarMafr- 
Jesus J" Apol. 1. n. 66. p. 83. Ed. Beu. 

Obserre, moreaver^ my bretbreB, that SU 
John HI tbe book of Bevelatioos, settiog before 
us a' representation Of religibus worship io hea- 
ven, ^describes the inanner of it as nearly similar' 
Co that which St. Justin has related^ and. la that 
in which the. solemn sacrifice is at this day of<^ 
fered up iu the Catholic church. / was in the 
spirit, says he, an the Lord's day.... and I saw 
seven golden candlesticks, and in the midst, of the 
seven golden axndlestieks, I saw, one... ^clothed 
with a garment down to the feet, and girt about 
with a golden girdle. (Rev, i, 10. 12^ 13.) And 
behold there was a throne set in heaven, and upon 
the throfie one sitting.... and round about the 
throne were four*and^wenty ancients . sitting 
clothed in white garments. {Rev. iv. 2.. 4.) And 
J saw, in the right hand of him that sat on the 
thronci a book written within and wilhout»».Mnd: 
in the midst of the throne....A Lamb stanbinq 
AS IT.WEKE iiijAi]ji^..Mnd I heard the voice of' 
many angels round about the tlifone... .saying, 
with a loud voice : The Lamb, that was slain, is 
wortJnf to receive power, andnchesi and wisdom^ 
and strength, and honour, and glory, and bene-^ . 
diction. (Rev. v. 1. «. 11, 12.) I saw, under the 
altar, the souls of them that were slain for the 
word of Qod.i..and they cried with a loud voice, 
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sOffingz How lang^ O L^rdj holy and true^ 4ast 
thou not. Judge and revenge .our Mood on them 
that dweiljm the earth. (Rev. vi. 9^ 10.) And 
an angel eame^ and stood before the altar ^ having 
a golden censer; and there ^hu given to him piuch 
incense^ that he should qffer of the prayers of all 
smnts upon the golden altar ^ which is before the 
throne of God. Re?, viii. 3. 
* We find in this sacred record, that, the vision 
is disclosed. to the apostle ou the LfOrd's.d^y, 
the day on which the faithful assembled to ce- 
lebrate their holy mysterious rites. We behold 
a veneri^ble pontiff, presiding over the ass^m- 
biy, surjroupded by foar-and*t^enty priests or 
elders. We find a description of the sacerdotal 
garments, the 'instruments of public worship, 
an altar, candlesticks, censer^ the sealed l>ook, 
hymns and. canticles, a lamb, in the state of a 
victim, to whom divine. honours are given % 
every (creature^ which is in heaven^ and, on the 
earth; (Rev. v. 13.) consequently, a sacrifice, 
Jesus Christ himself being present both priest 
and victim. Under the altar are the martyrs, 
/who, address their supplications to the livjng 
Qod, and an angel presents to him the prayers 
of the sai^t&i. . . 

If we compare these particviiai:s,.witb the de- 
scription which St. Ju»Lin hs^s given us pf vthe 
form of worship used in the religious assemblies 
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of the fir^t Christians, and which exactly cor-* 
responds with ours at this day, we find in tbenb 
hardly any shade of difference, and ii mii^t 
strike vis with the clearest evidence, that, either 
St: John represents the glory which is given to 
God in his everlasting kingdom, by imaged 
drawn from what Was practised in the Chrid^- 
tian asseiliblies, or else^ the liturgy u6ed in Ib6 
second age of Christianity, was formed after thf^ 
plan laid down in his divine revelations^. Hence, 
even if the other books of the Holy Scripture^ 
and the ancient fathers, had been all silMt 
on the subject, the very mode of performing re- 
ligious worship in the second century^ when 
the remembrance of the doctrines of Christ and 
his apostles was fresh in the minds of the disci-* 
ples^ is a public profession of our faith respect^ 
ing the divinity of Jesus, his real presence on 
our altars, the nature and efficacy of the eucha^ 
ristic sacrifice, the intercession of saints and 
angels, &c. To those, therefore, who in theso' 
latter times would reform our ofHoions^ we may 
confidently reply, that they are come many 
hundred years too late to teach us what ought 
to be the belief and practice of the ^ Christian 
church. 

I proceed now to speak of the devotion which 
should be excited in your souls by your belief 
of this mystery of love. 
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II. The neDtiments of oqr beatts ai$ #taY)tig 
and lively, in proportion to the copyiotioii wbicb 
operates upon our mitids, in proportion tfi ithe 
ideas which weform of tbe^bj@ct^ to which 
our affectiMis are dirlBcted. Hence, if in the 
participatiiooof tbe^ivine myBteries, wq experi- 
ence coldnesis and languor, thl» circwnetsuice 
must be undoubtedly- attributed to the weak- 
ness of our feith . If .w6 pen^rftted thrpagh th^ 
liumble and |dysteriou£( syX^bols, which iwitb- 
Jbold from moHal view the atign^t :ViottiB;Otf the 
new la^ ; — ^if wd sa!w the gates of heaven^ eter-: 
nal sanctuary thrown open^at the^pfOnouBcipg 
of the solemn wDrds of consecration, an4' the 
King of gldry descending, attended by millions 
of celestial spirits — tboa6 pure and* boly^ spirits, 
who^ penetrated with respect andfear^ prostrate 
tiiemselves in his presence; atid^ da^^.l^d bfy the 
aplendoukls which surround bim, CQver theic 
faces, as thinking themselves unwoHhy to; fix; 
theii* eyes on his awful majesty ;-^if thegjoi'y of 
the Lord shone }Upon ns in this wystefy with 
fail effulgence, and all his tcrrots were display- 
ed before us :-^Ah f we should' join in the imr 
molatioh of the speitless Lamb w:Jth the mbst 
profound humility. The sense of our uuWorthi- 
Bess would almost deprive us of the power of 
kppeiiring before him ; and instead of present- 
ing ourselves in his temple with languor and 



135 

I 

losedsibiHiyv with detracted and dijssip^ed 
jDdiDd^, we. should dread, lest 'vindictive ligbt- 
loings.slioald flash ironn bis altars^ to burn up 
and vredace to ashes the insolent and impious 
:wf e(^, jfrhom even: the presence of the omni<po- 
;teB4 God cannot inspire .with rei^ect. 

'But this mystery of the infinite charity of 
Jesus fcir. human kiiid presents to us nothing 
;i^hich inakes a striking impression upou our 
js^ses. The Word. made flesh and dwelling 
ailiOQgst JUS concealed under humble appear- 
ances, has laid aside all those precautions, all 
jl^l^t: pomp, and majesty^ which would render his 
person almost inaccessible^ and' will have no 
other guards surround his throne but our faith 
and our love: and' this very circomstanoe, my 
brethren, this gracious condescension of Jesus 
in ' acocttnmodating himself to our lowliness, 
should excite all our afiecUon and gratitude. 
Bn^^ alaa I so miserably arid we weddec| to sen- 
sible impressions^ that, because be hath beeii 
thiik good and indulgent to^ as,, because he hath 
divestedhimself of the ensigns of his dpgnity, we 
4isr^ard.his presence^ and treat him with mark- 
ed indiflference and contempt. 

Hence, while the pilars of heaven tremble 
before his adorable majesty, we see his crea^ 
tures approach to the altars of the living God, 
with the same pride, the saine haughty and ar- 
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rogant airs, witb 'the satae luxurioujs displsiy of 
parade and vanity whicli they carry with theoi 
into the assemblies of worldlings, and into th^ 
pavilions of sensual pleasure. By many the 
moat august action of religion is performed 
with the most scandalous indecency. Their eyes 
wander to every side, as if they were still seek- 
ing for the destructive objects which have for- 
merly enkindled their passions. Their minds 
are distracted by worldly solicitudes and caress 
Their imaginations are filled with the delusive 
forms of earthly beauty, dignity, and other flat- 
tering distinctions, on which they have been 
accustomed to dwell. Their hearts-are insen- 
sible to the love of that merciful, kind and ten- 
der Redeemer whom they are going io recei? e 
into their breasts. They recite some prayers 
composed for them by the ministers of Christ, 
prayers glowing with expressions of the most 
ardent piety, but the coldness of their beatts 
freezes them on their lips. They app^r dis- 
satisfied, uneasy, in a state of constraint. They 
seem to perform the most consoling, the most 
delightful of all duties, as if they were getting 
rid of an odious and oppr^sive yoke. Dis-^ 
gust and weariness are painted on their counte- 
nances, and expressed in their whole deport- 
ment. 

S6me go tp our altars and partake of fhe di- 
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vise diysteries only to conform to the cnsiooi, 
as if it were a mere ceremony. They think it 
would be indecorous not to be seen in a reli- 
gious assembly, where all the faithful are eager 
to give public marks of their devotion. They 
are riot influenced by religion and piety, but 
only by imitation. And this disposition of 
their sOuls betrays itself in all their actions. 
Oh ! that on tboSe occasions, the ministers of 
God could shut the doors of our places of wor- 
ship, lest any unbelievers should slip in ! What 
ti triumph for them, and what a disgrace for us^ 
if they saw, that so many of us who believe the 
real presence of Jesus on our altars, can treat 
him with such indignity, can offer him such 
atj'ocious insults. 

But, notwithstanding their professions, do 
they who behave thus indeed believe the real 
presence of Jesus in this mystery? They believe^ 
but not with a faith, which discerns the body of 
the Lord. The^^believe it with a negative kind 
.of faith, which has no other merit, than that of 
acquiescing and not cootradietirig^ it. They be^ 
lieve it with a: human faith which descends to 
them from their parents^ rather than from the 
Father of lights. They believe with a light, un- 
steady faith, which belies itself by its works, not 
with a faith working by charity in Christ Jesus. . 
In fine, they believe either with a superstitious 



tS6 

iHib, wirioli coafinesitselJF to some .acts of exfe- 
jrior boms^e^ or with an habitual £utbt .wliieh 
excites DO senftioieDt, afaitbiVliich captivates 
the oiiderstahdiDgy bat lays do jestraint on tbe 
irregularwaDderrogs of the heart. .' 

Bot, oh! to discara the body of Ihe Lord, 
is to have more relish for this ^iestial fobd» 
thaafw all that is.delicioas oo^rth... To dis- 
cern die body of tbe Lord^ is lo come to receive 
him with a heart. burntBg with the flames of di- 
vide love, and displaying its chaste ardours in 
all our conduct. 

^ A lively feitb, my brethren, must be the fruit 
6f •recollectiou, serions medkation, and fervent 
prayer- Conversing, in solitude with. Chrbt 
Jesus and with your own hearts, yon will give 
l^ure to tbe principle of yonr belief for pene- 
tradng yoar soals, and power to influence your 
conduct. There the %ht of God's eternal truth 
wiH dispel the clouds wbicb envelop the ssuic- 
tnary, and give you strong and lively ideas of the 
preseiiceof your loving and adorable Redeemer. 
An interior,'* foil. convictioD wJH create in yon 
tbs^ holy fear, will tiispire you with that awe 
and Teverehce which afe due to the supreme 
Being, and slwaken all your finest feeling of 
gratitude for tbe many instances which he hath 
given you of his mercies and loving-kindness. 
Ob! how wMl your eyes sparkle and your hearts 
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pmlt ' wikb joy,: ^be»/your fiiith ,^p«iiii|s^ ^mt^to 
you t)|ij» Kin^qf rgWrryi:thi9; Prifi€jB ^ pmce, 
this matcMess vbeajAty oq whom the ^ogab de« 
}igtit tikjooki ^f^piajg ij»^o yovir breast,, taking 
po^s^aipQ of '^our 60ul^ adornipg: it :wUh bis 
graces :^Mnl precious : gifts, giving to it peace, 
strengtiEi^' digD^%i glory, and empire over every 
turbulent passion* iW:bat language can describe 
4be exquisite ptee^uri^s ^ vfrbioh tb^i transport 
tbe bes^ft of: ai 'devout Cbris tian I Ha experiences 
OQ eartb sooa^^Of tbose pure detigbts^ which shall 
eterbaUjrEtvisb his; soul in: a future world. Qh ! 
Liord,;he^rij9^ out in: raptures of piety^ How 
lovely a^r4 thy tabernacles^ O Lord pf ho^ts! 
How incQiliprebenfiible thy fnerciesto the chil- 
dren of men! ;Tboi| dwelle^t in the midst of us, 
not odly by that powerful energy which up- 
holds the world,. £^nd preserves the liavmony lof 
the universe, l^ut thy eternal Word madeiflesh 
for our saLvatiofi, is daily imniolated: to, expiate 
our guili^iiud to shower dpM^n abnqdi^iiiit bleas-^ 
ing^ upon us: and,, oh! prpdigy. of> lo^e, he 
gives .himself io be ournQurishjEuent^ bfi be- 
comes incorporated, with , us : hp bath assured 
us,. that as the living Father sent bios, and Jie 
lives by the Father, so those that eat bioi the 
same. also shall live^hy him. Ye. just soub, 
who surround his altars, celebrate fpr.ever.tbe 
goodness of the Lord. Unite your ardent 
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praises to my feeble expressions of grsttittide; 
Assist roe to recount bis wonders. Let all tbait 
is within roe bless arid praise his name. 

Hence to an enlightened and pious Christian^ 
life would become insupportable, without the 
frequent participattion of the body of Jesus. 
After having been dissipated by the occupations 
of this world, and fatigued by tlie cares which 
are inseparable jfrom our present condition, he 
seeks in the use of this celestial food, a nei^ 
relish for prayer and recollection, graces to 
enable him to perform well every duty of his 
station, strength to resist temptations, discern* 
ment and force to curb the impetuosity of cri- 
minal desires. It is true, the faults into which 
he so often falls, faults which frail nature can^ 
not always avoid, and the respect which be has 
ior these adorable mysteries, and those secret 
terrors which piety often creates, would some- 
times keep him at a distance from this sacred 
table : but his ardent desire to unite himself to 
Jesus, the interior sense of his own weakness, 
and his eagerness to have recourse to the source 
of grace, presents him again at the foot of the 
altar. He enters into those dispositions which- 
the church endeavours to cherish in all her chil- 
dren. He cries out with the centurion: No, 
dear Lord, I am not worthy to receive thee 
into my heajrt: my polluted lips should not: 
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dare to touch thy infinity parity: only the 
charms of the most perfect ioaocence are fit to 
attract thy attentioot and my soul i^ in thy 
sight dfi&,ed with m^ny stains. But do thou^ 
O L(Qrd» embellish thin^ own habitation. Dis- 
sipate this odour of death that exhales from my 
coiTupted, hearty and which the tears of my re- 
pentance have not yet washed away from amidst 
the perfumes of thy sanctuary : give to my soul 
its primitive beauty : renew its youth, like that 
of the eagle: diminish the bpdy of .this flesh 
which presses me down to the earth : perfect 
the work of salvation, which thou hast begun in 
ine : and let the powers of darkness no longer 
detain in captivity a soul which is nourished by 
thee, and is destined to sing thy praises for ever 
and ever in the blessed Jerusalem. 

Coipe then, my beloved friends, let it be our 
principal occupation to prepare ourselves for 
this blessed union with Christ Jesus, not only 
at this solemn festival, but very frequently in 
the year, and at least at all those times, when 
the church dispenses her treasures to such of 
her children as join together in this sacred, my- 
sterious rite. Let the general tenor of your 
conduct^ let the innocence of your manners, let 
your habitual recollection, your spirit of prayer, 
your constant charity, your assiduity in the prac 
tice of every evangelical virtue, be your conti- 
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mnJ prefMuratioD for ieedibg on this life-giving' 
food. Go to it with a heart purified by com- 
pmictioD, sanctilied by a love of justice, ani- 
mated by a liviog fidtb» and baming with desire- 
to be so onited to Jesos, as aoTer more to be 
sepaiated from tarn. Go with these disposi- 
tioiis, and yon shall taste and see how sweet is 
the Lord : go : and having often recdved on 
earth that nonrishmoit which is flie |>ledge of 
immortality, yon shall at l^DgA be put in full 
possession of it in a blissful eternity. 



SERMON IXi 



SAINT PETER AND SAINT PAUL. 



ON THE REAI^ AN0 PRETENDED 
MOTIVE FOR INFIDELITY. 



Jesus saith to his disciples : Whom do you say. 
that I am? Simon Peter answered and said: 
Tlwuart Christ the Son' of the living Gdd: 
and Jems answering^ smd to him: Hissed art- 
thout Simon JBar-Jon^; becausefle^ and bloods 
hath 710 1 revealed it to thee^ but my Father who, 
is in heaven.— M^tt. x\u 15. 

If we open the* sacred books of revelation, 
and seriously study its divine oracles,— ^if we 
observe the admirable connexion between the* 
Old and New Testament,-^if, beginning from 
the establishment of Christianity, we follow it 
through its progress and duration down to this 
period of time, we discover such manifestations 
of the Spirit and of the power of God, as abun- ' 
dantly demonstrate that the religion of Jesus is' 
not revealed by flesh and blood, but is die-* 
tated by infinite wisdom, and enforced and sup- 
ported by the right hand of Omnipotence. Every ' 
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characteristic of troth is impressed clearly upon 
it. The proofs of its divine origin are accom- 
modated and convincing to every mind which 
is serious in its researches after truth. The 
learned and the unlearned, the polished and 
the barbarous nations of the earth are called to 
the knowledge of its mysteries; and the light 
of its faith has been diffused over almost every 
habitable region of the globe.' So fervent was 
the zeal of the apostles, and in particular, of the 
two illustrious princes of that sacred college, 
whose heroic virtues we are this day assembled 
to celebrate, and so rapid their progress in dis- 
seminating the doctrines which they had re- 
ceived from their Divine Master, that we may 
with great justice apply to them, what the 
psalmist says of the wonderful works of God 
in the visible creation: Their sound has gone 
forth into all t/ie earth, and their words unto tlie 
end of the world. Ps. xviii. 
^ Nevertheless, the splendid triumphs of Chris- 
tianity over the pretended wisdom and the tur- 
bulent passions of men are somewhat objscured 
by a multitude of unbelievers, who appear 
amongst us, at a time, when the understandings 
of men, being, in many respects, more cultivated 
and enlightened than formerly, might be ex- 
pected to pay to the religion of Jesus a hoimage 
particularly worthy of its excellence, and of the 
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ndvailtages of which it has been productive to 
human kind. These men, thbqgh born in a 
land) in which the gospel has been announced 
during a long series of ages ; though inheriting 
the faith of their ancestors, and from their infan- 
cy formed and accustomed to respect the ob- 
scurity of its mysteries : though the light of na- 
tural reason, the evidences of its credibility, the 
force of habit, and, if I may use the expresision, 
even the* prejudices of education, all concur to 
attach them to Christianity ; still renounce the 
grace of their vocation^ and blaspheme the 
name of Jesus^ which they oUce had thefaappi-. 
ness to venerate and love. A spirit of curiosity^ 
pride^ aqd independence^ has taken place of 
that docile and submissive faith, which distin- 
guished the first disciples ; and a rage for dis-* 
pnting about mysteries, which are beyond the 
reach of any human genius, has produced a 
multitude of impious publications, in whicb 
deism, atheism, and materialism, are either 
openly supported, or insinuated with art and 
address, in the persuasive words of hjuman 
wisdom. 

Consequently, my beloved friends, your faith 
is exposed to many dangers. The language of 
unbelievers can very easily impose on the minds 
of persons, who are not thoroughly grounded 
in the principles of religion. They will tell 
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yoQ, that they act from conviction ;--that tbey 
are sopporting the rights of reason, ^hen they 
refuse their assent to doctrines, sach as that of 
the trinity, and of the incarnation, and to other 
mysterions tenets of Christianity which are in- 
comprehensible to human understandings; — 
that they raise themselyes above vulgar preju- 
dices and foolish superstition, and pay to the 
Deity a homage which is suitable to his infinite 
wisdom and majesty. 

Let us, therefore, on this occasion, examine 
attentively into the merits of their pretensions^ 
and take off from them the mask which they put 
on to delude and deride us. If I can but paint 
them to you in their proper colours, nothing 
more will be necessary for inspiring you with a 
horror of their principles and conduct. For 
this purpose, I will, first, shew you the empti* 
Bess of the pretext for incredulity « which they 
draw from the impenetrable nature of some ob^ 
jects of the Christian belief ; and then expose 
to your view the real, though disguised, motive^ 
which makes them unbelievers. 

I. The employment of reason must be al- 
ways proportioned to its powers. To adopt 
opim.ons, whether true^r fblse, without any pre- 
vious examination into the principles npom 
which tfa^y are founded ; to silence reason, when 
it has a rig^it to pronounce Us judgment ; to be^ 
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iieV^^ withdiit weighing the motived of c#edibl» 
lity, would . be a rash^ or a weak and foolish 
faith, and a homage far from acceptable to the 
supreme Beiogi Oa the other hand, |o extend 
the authority of reiason beyond its appointed 
boundaries; presumptuously to imagine, that 
neither nature nor religion can contain any thing 
tvhich reason cannot comprehend ; totefusetd. 
bend our understandings before the authority 
of God^ when he reveals to us impenetrable 
mysteries, is to involve our reason itself in a 
labyrinthr of errors, and to call in question the 
sovereign power and sovereign truth of our ado^ 
table Creator. 

This princiide being certain and incontesta- 
ble, it follows with the deafest evidence that the 
assent which is given by a Ghrigltian to incom- 
prehensible doctrines is reasonable and lauda- 
ble f that not to assent to them is an excess of 
pride and ioapiety ; pirovided wfe have motives/ 
isujficient to persuade and convince us, that 
itich doctrines are divine revelations; And 
bave We not sufficient motives,-^motives thd 
most decisive, the most triumphant? Need I 
call *them to your attention, my brethren ? Con- 
template the splendid miracles which Jesus 
performed^ as so many irresistible evidences of 
his being sent by the Almighty to impart lo^ 
men the- knowledge of the ways of God;-«'pro-< 

l2 
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d|gie8» in which art or imiiositloil cauld faar^ 
DO plac6; miracles almost equal to creation » 
You see the sick, without the application of 
any remedies devised by human science, resumt 
ing» ^t his word, theirhealth and vigour, and 
returning exulting to their own dwellings : the^ 
dead comfuanded to come forth from ^ their 
graves, and the command instantly obeyed^ 
These miraclesy as I have shewn you on a for4 
mer occasions, are most uncontrovertible de- 
monstrations of the troth of oiip religion ; sinca 
God, who is the Author of nature and of 
nature s laws, and who is essentially truth and 
holiness, could not permit any one to invert' the 
order of nature in confirmation of falsehood ; 
as by giving such permission be would betray 
his creatures into inevitable error. 

View, moreover, the completion of all the 
ancient prophecies in the person of Christ 
Jesus. Consider the purity^ beauty, sublimity 
and beneficial influence of the doctrines deli^ 
vered in the gospel, the miraculous propagation 
of the Christian religion, the establishment of 
the church, and its preservation to this period 
of time, amidst the fluctuating conditio^ of ; all 
human things, and while so many; powerful 
kingdoms and empires have fallen to riiin, and 
scarcely left behind them any yestiges of theiir 
former existence. These are facts of public 
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notoriety, some ot them present to our view, 
others attested by eye-M^itnesses^ who spilt 
th«i{- blood in defending tho authenticity of 

tJieir attestation* Nay, behold only the /con- 

■» 

dition of .the Jews, at this day : you. see thera 
a proscribedy wandering, outcast people, with* 
out cities^ kings, temples or altars* This events 
foretold in the sacred oracles so many thousand 
years since, and now clearly within the compass 
of. our own observation, is alone sufficient to 
oarry conviction of the divine origin of the Cbris- 
tian faith to every mind, which is nci darkened 
and Vitiated by corrupt and criminal passion. 

I must not^ however, , omit to mention one 
argument which is particularly applicable to 
the occasion of our present meeting, an argu- 
ment drawn from the conduct and zeal of the 
great apostle of the. Gentiles^ in preaching the 
gospel of Christ. Could any motive, but a full 
conviction of duty, have induced St. Paul to 
relinquish his relations, friends, and intimates^ 
and to stand in direct, opposition to. all thdse, 
ip whose hand^ was the^ distribution of digni- 
ties, riches, and every earthly advantage ; that 
he might unite himself to a set of poor, ignorant, 
<)espised fishermen,->— men who were a scorn ia 
their nation, and by the general voice of their 
countrymen doomed to destruction? W^s ho 
€wuIo«is of a situation, in which be could giv^ 
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this deseriptioD of kfingelf and bis associates v 
JEom tmtothis hour toe botii hunger ^ and iUrstj^ 
fmd are nakedy and are Jnffeted^ and have nojixed^ 
abode f and wf labour, wor Icing with our own 
hands: we are r^vUedj and we Uessr we are per- 
seciOed^ and we pfffer it : we are ill spoken ofy 
and we intreat : we are made as the re/use of this 
worldf (he tffrsceuring of aU even till now T 
(1 Cpr. iv.) — Could he wish to impose upon the 
^world ? To what end ? With a view to the ac^ 
quisition of earthly riches r ^ear how forcibly 
be appeals to those to whom he had devoted' 
bis labours, for a testimony of his perfect disin-^ 
terestedness : Yoursdpes know how you ought 
to imitate us : for we were not disorder^ among^ 
you: neither did we eat any man's bread for tk?^- 
things but in labour and in toil we worked night 
and day, lest we should be chargeable to any of 
you: (2 Thess. iii.)-^Was h^ prompted by va- 
nity ? — ^he who could thus write to his disciple 
Timothy: A faithful sayings and worthy qf aU 
acceptations that Christ Jesus came into this 
world to save sinners, qf whom I am the chief 
Sut for this eame have I obtained mercy : ' thai 
in me first Christ Jesus' might shew forth atl pa- 
tience. (2 Tim. i.) — ^As to the many excellent 
qualities and amiable virtues with which both 
he -and St. Peter were adorned, I am indeed 
IMiable to describe tliem with any degree of 
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justice* What eiiligfatened and fertent jfiety ! 
What an ardeot love for their Redeemer t What 
confidence in the cross of Jesos 1 What cbaritf 
to their disciples^ whom St. Palil calls his glory, 
his joy J Ws crown; and even to theJew£^, for 
whose salvation he wishes himself t<)^ be an ana^ 
thema from Christ. (Rom. ix.) But the cha- 
racter of these apostles is best delineated in 
their own writings^ of which every page is ani- 
mated with the spirit of eyerytEidmirable, bene- 
ficent, and endearing virtue. I sbalt, therefore; 
only add these beautiful Words of the great* 
apostle, so expressive of the serenity and peacef 
of a soul) which is supported and comforted 
by conscious virtue: lam now ready to he ^- 
crificed; and the time of my dissolution is at hand: 
I have fought a good fight, I have finished my 
course, t have kept my faith. As to the rest, there 
is laid up for me a croWn of justice, which the 
JLord, the just Judge, will render to me at that 
day : and not tome only, hut to them also that 
love his coming. (2 Tim. iv.) How black itius£ 
be the heart of that man^ who can pretend that 
this is the language of imposture. 

The evidence of the facts, which constitute 
the fonmdation of a Christian's bdief, l^as, in 
every age, subdued the minds of men, vrho were 
endowed with the most exalted ykywers of ge- 
nius, and enriched with all the treasures of 
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Science; If the unbeliever could succeed iii 
reuderiog these facts uncertain, I allow be 
^ould b^ justifiable in his opposition to the 
doctrines which they are produced to support. 
But no: he rejects the motives of credibility 
without examination ; *' Because/* he arrogant- 
ly exclaims, ^' the doctrines are some of them 
irnpenetrable, and such as set at defiance all the 
strongiest efforts of human reason." 

But, surely, w^^ may ask these sublime ge-r 
niuses, who wish to comprehend the nature, 
s^ttributes, and powers of the Divine Being, 
whether they will dare to say, that they com- 
prehend even the least of his works. Is not 
the construction even of a simple leaf of a tree 
beyond the limits of their conceptions ? Can 
they explain the structure of the smallest \nt 
sect, and the nature of the springs which give it 
life and motion ? Does nut a flower, or an ear 
of corn, present before them a Variety pf won- 
ders ? They are utterly unable to conceive, bow 
the grain which is sown in the earth, becomes 
first corrupted, then gradually forms itself, ex- 
pands, rises, becomes covered withleaves, de- 
corated with blossoms, and loaden with fruits* 
They know not how a variety of objects paint 
themselves without confusion on a part of the 
eye so small as to be hardly perceptible. I 
should never come to ^ conclusion, if I were to. 
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enumerate all the wonders by which we ard 
surrounded. Which ever Way we tprii our 
eyes, we behold nature abounding with inyste- 
ries, the reality of which we are forced tb afc- 
knowledge, though they far isiirpass our com- 
prehension. 

Therefore, lei impotent reason bow down 
before God's eternal wisdom. The pride of 
reason is its disgrace and infamy. The Divine 
Being is an ocean without bottom or limits ; 
and, when a t*ash mortal undertakes to fathonl 
it^ the ocean remains, and the presumptuous 
wretch is swallowed up. 

The pretext of the unbeliever, which is drawn 
from^ the incomprehensibility of some objects 
of the Christian faith, being thus proved to b6 
false and groundless ; let us now enquire into 
the real origin of infidelity. 
* 11./ 1 Ufiaintain, that in those, who, having 
been brought up in the bosom of the Christian 
church, call in question afterwards th^ truth of 
its tenets, infidelity is not the consequence of 
any new light in the understanding, but is en- 
gendered alvvays by the corruption of the heart. 
I grouiid this assertion on the two following 
observations. First, depravity of morals al- 
ways precedes their doubts about matters of 
religion. Secondly, whenever they conceive 
an idea of returning to the fold of Christ Jesus, 
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it 19 not their doubt about the truth, of specula- 
ti?e<}octrine8, but their passions that hold them 
back aud detain them in the darl^some paths of 
incredulitji. 

Yes> my brethren, among those men, who^ 
having been educated Christians, at length de- , 
dare themselves unbelievers, you have never 
seen any, who have doubted the truth of the 
Christian faith* before they have proceeded to 
corruption of morals. They begin by gratify- 
ing their vicious passions, and thence^ by an easy 
transition, go over to the standard of infidelity. 
They unhappily suflFer themselves to be hurried 
away to criminal excesses by their own impetu- 
ous desires, or by the torrent of evil example ; 
and, when they have gonie certain lengths, and 
feel that it is almost impossible for them to re- 
treat, they endeavour to calm their disquie*. 
tudes, &nd to stifle remorse oi conscience, by 
persuading themselves that all ends with this 
Iife,_that the menaces of religion, its doctrines 
and maxims, are but so many fictions contrived 
to impose upon vulgar minds. At least, they are 
quite rfeviired and delighted, when they can find 
any one that will tell them so, or meet with any 
impious publication that will fencourage such 
ideas. Abandoned to sensuality, they shudder 
at the idea of doing violence to ^heir nature, and. 
thfu conclude, that self-denial is unnecessary, 
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Tbeir faith becomea suspected, because H bort 
gins to be troublesome. 

You among my pres^nt hearers, if there be 
any io this assembly, who are doubtful and wa- 
vering concerning the doctrines o( religion, you . 
well know, that, while you lived in purity and 
innocence, you we^e perplexed by no such un^ . 
certainties. Call to mind those happy days, 
when criminal passions had not yet poisoned 
your hearts. Then the faith of your ancestors 
. was. to you respectable ^nd venerable; then 
your reason readily yielded to the control of 
superior authority ; then you bad no idea of 
formingdoabtsaiMidiffixiam^. As yoar morals 
became vitiated, your opinipus took another 
turn. 

If you reply, that your first impressions in . 
favour of religion were derived from the preju. 
dices of education : I apswer, that your subse* 
quent impressions, which, are £sivonrable to im^ 
piety, originated, as you are forced to acknow* 
ledge, in the prejudices formed by profligacy 
and debauchery ; and, that, setting one prejur 
dice against another, there is, certainty, miicH ' 
more security in being guided by that which 
was formed in innocence, and which cherishes 
virtue— virtue, which is so closely coimected 
even with present happiness, than by that which 
was engendered by iufaiBQUs . excesses, is |be 
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offspring of guilt, and the parent of wrelcfaed-^ 
ness. 

Truly, my beloved friends, nothing is so 
humbling to the infidel, as to call him back to 
the source of his incredulity^ He decorates it 
with the pompous titles of superior wisdom and 
strength of mind ; while it is made up of igno- 
rance, imbecility^ and impiety. Instead of 
displaying any elevation and power of reason^ 
it manifests the weakness of a heart, which can- 
not command its own shameful propensities. It 
is even the proof of a despicable cowardice^ 
which not being able to loolc with a steady eye 
on the menaces and terrors of religion, strives 
to blunt its own perceptions. The infidel is 
like a man who is afraid in the night, who sings 
and talks to himself, when he is alone in the 
dark, that he may divert his mind from the 
thought of the spectres, which glide before his 
disturbed imagination. That faith of which he 
affects to speak so contemptuously^ is, ueverthe- 
less the dread of his soul. He is but a dastard, 
who conceals his fears under false ostentation 
of bravery. That is the infidel, and nothing else. 

You may observe, likewise^ my brethren, 
that, when those, who have declared themselves 
uubeltevers, cannot be prevailed upon to return 
to the embraces of religion, it is not their 
doubts, but their passioQS;, that are the obstacle. 
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They tstlk so much abdut. the bbsenrities: 6( 
faith !^but J desire them only to be candid and 
ingeauQus.. When their passions somewhat 
subside, and permit them to turn their eye in- 
upardly upon their owa crimes and miseries — 
Yfhen they sometimes think pf rising from the 
(sink oC iniquity in which they have wallowed 
ev^n to satiety and |oathing-r-what is the first 
difficulty that presents itself? Do they say in 
their owb hearts : ^ - If I reform my life, and 
put myself ^ndei^ (hq guidance of religion, I 
)liiust believe things which appear incredible." 
—la that the grand difficulty? Oh! by.no 
me^ns. They say tQ thenaselves : ^* But, if I 
should begin a reforpiation, I must break off 
this illicit, this impiire connexion— deny myself 
these criminal gratifications — shun these dan« 
gerous parties — ^^renounc^ this unjust interest — 
restore this ill-gotten wealth— enter upon a plan 
of conduct, which I think I shall ne^yec support 
t— follow a mode of. living v?hich is repugnant to 
aU my hs^hits ^qd. natural inclinatiQ.ns," These 
sire the obstacles, JBere it is that. they hold 
back. . These /ormthf3 wall of separation be* 
tween thept and their God. 

I.n confirmation pf thi^ truth, we find, that 

the greater number of th<;^e^ wh^ give |;faemr 

' fselyes .out: i[or unbelievers, Jive ip pontinua) un- 

cerjt{iint}e.S| and are perpetually yaryipg about 
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their birn infidelity. At certain times, the trutL^ 
of religion. i^ect their hearts, and they afe agi- 
tated by lively remorse of consciencec then they 
seekio converse with some of the servants of" 
God» who are most distinguished by their abi- 
lities and piety, that they may obtain from them 
information and comforl. At other times, they 
ridicule the same truths, to which they had 
lately listened with respect, and treat the ser^ 
vants of God with contempt and derision, and 
piety itself as a mere chimera. Among those 
who make the greatest parade of their strength 
of mind, there are very few, who can behold a 
sudden death, or any tragical event, or who 
can suffer any afflicting loss, or undergo a cruel 
reverse of fortune, without making melancholy 
reflections on the state of their souls, and con^ 
eeiving some desires of leading the life of a sin* 
cere Christian. In trying scenes, they seek for 
consolatioUf not from their associates in impie- 
ty — ttiey know them too well to have any de* 
petidence on thenv-^but from men of religion 
and virtue. They do not then sooth their pains 
by railleries at the mysteries of religion. No : 
tl^ose will do well enough for seasons of jollity 
and merrimcftit^ not for the days of affliction and 
trouble: Their philosophy will suit the ban- 
quet, the brothel, the gaihing-house, thfehaunts * 
of dissipation, of riot and guilt : but their at- 
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tachment to it becomes weakened, in propor^r 
tion as they feel less relish for sensual pleasures. 
Whereas, if their infidelity were founded on a 
real uncertainty respecting matters of religion, 
as long as that uncertainty subsisted, their in^ 
fidelity in every sort of circumstances would 
continue the same. But, because their doubts 
originate in their passions, and their passions 
are not always the same, nor equally mistresses 
of their hearts, their doubts are subject to the 
same yariety, — increase, diminish, are eclipsed^ 
break f<9rth again, and are in the same perpe- 
tual fluctuation with their passions : because, 
in a word, their doubts are but their passions 
veiled over with a flimsy disguise. Ah ! if re-> 
ligion proposed to our belief only abstracted 
and speculative truths, and mysteries which 
surpass the powers of reason ; and did not 
thwart our inclinations, nor proscribe our sen- 
sualities, ambition, injustices and vanities; an 
infidel would be so rare a phenomenon, as 
scarcely ever to be se^n qu the earth. 

If to those men who blaspheme that religion 
into which they have opcebeen initiated, there 
yet remain any way for regaining the friendship 
of their Redeemer — if his* mercies be yet ex^ 
tended to them who make it their glory to de^ 
spise his menaces ; Oh \ mlty the Lord shew 
forth io them the power of bis grace, JBofteii 
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obddr^te hearts, and open thdr eyes td 
receiTe that light agaiiist which they had closed 
them with sach oBstinate perrersity ! But, alas! 
my beloved, the divine justice frequently makesi 
of them a terrible example, permitting them to 
die in their impiety, the disgrace of reason, the 
shame of humanity, the execration of heaven 
and earth* 

To you, therefore, I address myself, to you 
who now stand steadfast in the faith, avoiding 
the prophame novelties qfwords, and oppositions 
of knowledge falsely so called i-^0\i\ preserve 
with pious care the sacred depositum of trAtb; 
which you have inherited from your forefathers, 
Dread every appearance of deviation from the 
respect and obedience which you owe to thief 
Catholic church, the infallible guardian, the 
pillar and ground of the truth : (1 Tim. iii;) an 
authority established and made sacred by all 
the motives which support the Christian beliefs 
We have seen but too much of the mischiefs 
produced by private judgment and unbridled 
passion, when they have presumed to touch the 
venerable edifice of religion. From attempting 
to reform pretended errors, men have been di- 
vided into a multitude of sects contradictory to 
one another, and each of them ever variable in 
itsj^wi) opinions: they have become like chil- 
dren tossed to and froy and carried about with 
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every wind df doctrine^ hy the wickedness ofmen^ 
by cunning craftiness by which they lie in wait to 
deceive: (Ephes. iv. 14.) iusomuch that great 
numbers, who bear the name of Christian, find- 
ing nothing determined in their own religious 
society, nothing on which they can depend, 
seek for a wretched repose in deism, or atheism, 
or in a total indifference to every thing which 
relates to the interests of eternity. 

As . therefore you have received Jesus Christ 
the Lordy walk ye in him^ rooted and built up in 
him, and confirmed in the faith, as also you have 
learned, abounding in him in thanksgiving. Se- 
ware lest any man impose upon you by philoso- 
phy and vain deceit ; according to the tradition 
of men, according to the rudiments of the world, 
ami not according to Christ. (Coloss. iu) You 
have seen that the corruption of men's passions 
16 the empoisoned source of infidelity^ see, then, 
tbat your passions be wisely regulated, and di- 
rected to worthy and noble ot^ects. ^eek the 
things that are above.. ..mind the things thca are 
abovCi not the things that are on the £arthi^..Bnd 
when Christ shall appear, who is your life, then 
shall you oho appear with him in glory > Co- 
\o8s.iii. 
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SERMON X. 

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN. 



ON HONOURING AND INVOKING THE SAINTS 

AND ANGELS. 



Who is she that cameth forth as the morning 
risingffair as the moon^ bright as the sun^ ter- 
rible as an army set in array. — Cant. vi. 9. 

Who is she, whose triumphant entry into the 
blessed Jerusalem gives joy to men and angels, 
attunes the harps of the celestial choirs, and 
makes the nations of the earth, an^ the bright 
abodes of immortality resound with canticles 
of jubilation? It is that blessed among women, 
who, though descended from the infected race 
of Adam, partakes not of the corruption of her 
origin. It is that pure creature, full of jgrace, 
who was chosen to be the mother of Jesus, 
while she was yet to remain a spotless virgin. 
In the beginning, she appeared obscured with 
clouds of humility and abjection ; but, even in 
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her nativity, our eyes descried that comfortiable 
light, which, like the morning's dawn, shed a 
faint ray upon the earth, and foretold the rimng 
of Jesus the sun of justice, who hath now poured 
"forth around her all his glories, and hath made 
her the delight of heaven, the terror of hell, the 
refuge of sinners, the comfort of the afflicted, 
the hope of Christians, and an object of aidmi- 
ration and love to all succeeding ages. JBehold 
from hejtceforth all generations shall call her 
blessed. Luke i. . 

Therefore, we this day celebrate^ her assump- 
tion into the realms of bliss with every demon- 
stration of joy. Guided by the Spirit of God, 
and induced by weighty motives^ the Catholic 
church has ever commanded her children to 
venerate the memories of those happy souls, 
whom the Almighty hath --particularly distin- 
guished by his favours; and to celebrate festival 
days in honour of those, whom the Lord hath 
himself been pleased to honour. By this wise 
institution, in the course of one revolving year, 
all the most shining^ characters which < have 
adorned the Christian church, together with 
their heroic virtues and admirable accomplish^ 
ments, pass, as it were in review before us, en- 
gaging our attention, commanding our esQ^em, 
exciting our love, and creating in us a holy 
eagerness of desire to follow them in the ar* 

m2 
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ddeas^ but gloriottSi career, through wfaieh they 
hive already so satcessfully ran. 

In conteftpondeiice with the designs of the 
Char cbi I itfeaii this day to lay before you the 
flfegumtetft which etiuce the propriety and 
utility bf that religious yeneratioli» which we 
pay to the Vii^n Mothw of God^ to tfaeaugelie 
JpiHte^ and td all the blessed ioh&bitants of the 
teav^lily Jerusalelir. Thitt Teneratibti is mani- 
fct/bM by hobouring their dsemories, by ioyok- 
ing the assistance of their supplications, for us^ 
and by labouring to imitate their virtiies> The 
imitation of thdr Tirtues is^ doubtless, t^e best 
method of ^cpressiilg diir v^eneration for the 
elect of Gdd : but having already treated that 
subijeet, I shall, at present, dwell principally on 
thb honour Which is jdue to their persons and 
m^mbrieil^ etnd on the advadt^tg^s which mity 
be derived (torn theilr charitable int^rc^^iob. I 
aim, nloredver, particularly ahxious to give you 
cl^ar ideas concerning thbse two points, be- 
eanse our doctrine atad practice respect^'t^ them 
are greatly misrepresented and much censured 
by those who didsent from our religions qoHi- 
munion. 

I. First, th6n, as to honouring their memories. 
Hoiipr is the premium of virtue, and the natural 
recompense of merit. But the children of this 
world, who have but faint ideas of the excel- 
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Jeoce of dmne grace^ of tha ^lermsro of chavUy^ 
anid of the dignity of a soul, which i^ fairojuxed 
with tbeesAeein and fri^odship of tbeKii^.Qf 
kings, give the first honours to the objects 
which they most esteem ; Ihal is, to iiabiiity of 
birth, to riches, to earthly preremineuGe and 
diguitieis, and the flattering distiiictioiis by 
which t^iese are attended. Thus the irorld be- 
stows encqoaijims tin the world ; and vanity is 
solicitous to extol and a^randize. Qtber vjaniAy 
like itself* » 

Religiop, on the other hand — Beligipu, eld^ 
est daughter of heaven, and guided by that wis- 
dom, lifhich assists at the throne of GQd— Be* 
ligjidn, without regard to birtb/fdrtuise, greaA 
empjoymients, or high stations, gives the ^r&t 
honour to sincere piety, to'the )cind and tender 
offices of charity, to Uie lowly exercises of bu- 
mility, to the painful restraints of aetf-denml, to 
the combais of chastity, and to all the train of 
Christian virtues. 

I know well, that suj»*eme honour and glory 
is due jLo God only. It is nnly to the Lord 
Jesus, that we are to sing the canticle nf our 
deliverance from the dominion of death and 

« 

hell. His name is above every other name. To 
him every knee skptdd bow of those that are in 
beaveny on ear thy and under the earth. (Phil, ii.) 
He is infinitely great', and the source of all ex- 
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celieoce. To Um, therefore, meo, and aogels, 
and saintH, and the qoeen of saints and angels, 
must eternally pay a homage, to which no other 
can be entitled. 

Bnt, sincef he bath been pleased to commu- 
nicate to his cre^nres a portion of his glory, 
it, surely, is reasonable and just, that in theui 
we shonld honour his gifts. Those persons, 
whom he hath invested with earthly authority 
and power, are acknowledged to have a title 
to our respect. Great abilities and beneficent 
actions justly command our esteem and admi- 
ration. How, then, can any man consistently, 
pretend, that the princes of the heavenly courts 
that they, who possess wisdom, goodness, dig- 
nity and majesty in a much superior degree, 
ought not to be praised and honoured ? 
' In honouring the saints we cannot be said to 
derogate from the honour which belongs to God, 
since all the exQellencies^ which we admire and 
respect in them, are acknowledged to be the 
effects of his gratuitous graces. The saints are 
God's ovfuworksmanship, says St. Paul, created 
in Christ Jesus in good works. (Ephels. ii.) He 
drew from their eyes those streams of peniten- 
tial tears which washed away their sinful stains.' 
He moved their bands to the performance of the 
tender and benevolent offices of goodness and 
charity. He gave them that docility of mind 
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and heart, which forttied them to obedience 
and humility. He, by the energy of his grace, 
employed their natural faculties, in producing 
and exhibiting to view those distinguished vir- 
tues, which glorified his name, edified their 
neighbours^ and sanctified their own souls. He 
lighted up in their souls that fire of divine love, 
which spread its pure jBames through their 
hearts, till every profane afiectibn became ob- 
scured, and. languid, and was utterly extin- 
guished* .He made them his tebaples, prepar- 
ing in them a habitation^ for himself, in which 
he delighted to dwell. They are altogether bis 
own work ; and, therefore, in honouring them^ 
what do we, in, fact, but bless, praise and glo- 
rify his adorable majesty? > 

The veneration, which we pay to the saints, 
being directed to the supernatui-al gifts of di- 
vine grace, with which they were §ndowed, is, 
properly speaking, a religious veneration. In 
the chaste and tend^ virgins; we honour, not 
that beauty and those personal charms, which 
bowever innocent in themselves, so frequently 
give occasion to evil ; but their pure attachment 
to' the divine spouse of their souls,' the ardours 
of their charity, and the power of grace triumph- 
ing over the imbecility of their sex. In the Ed- 
wards, the Louises, the Henrys, and other saints 
who were placed on an illustrious eminence in 
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tbis woffid, wfe rafard not the royal bldod wbich 
flowed through their Teios, thesplendooi of the 
parple with which they were iiiTested/ the ex-** 
teat of empire which they possessed, ihe vic<^ 
tories which they gained, nor the trea^ttrei 
which they accuiniilated. We admire, not the 
crown, which they wore on earth, but that which 
they have obtained in heay«n. We hpnoor the 
servants of God, in those, who w^e the mdsters 
of the w[orkl ; and we adore his infinite greats* 
ne89, who levels with the gronnd, at his plea-^ 
sore, all the towering pride of the human heart* 

Oh! can we doubt, that the Deity looks 
down with pleasure on our assiduity in celebrate 
ing the praises of those, whom he will through- 
out eternity delight to honour ? If it be just and 
Qommendable in us to honour the servants of 
6od| even while they dwell in this land of trou^ 
bles and temptations, where all virtuous qualities 
aoe blended with so many imperfections : iritb 
how much more reason do we venerate these 
blessed souls, who have fought a good fight; 
have Qnished their course, and received the 
cco«p of justice :— who, having punsiued their 
way through life in a path strewed over with 
sdbarp and painful thorns, and in the lowly 
walks of humility and self-debasement, are now 
repiosing ia eternal delights ? 

Ih As it is our duty to honour the* elect, of 
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Gdd/ao is it aboly an)i salHtery practice to 
invoke their intercessioD. If tbeir virtiies de- 
maad our adniiratioD, the interest, which they 
have m the coart of heaven, shauld inspire ua 
with i^oafideoce in their protection. 

It were indeed superstitions and idolatrdus 
to- ask them to besto^r graces upon us, to par-^ 
dott our iniquities, to save oqr souls; God is 
the sole fountain of grace, and source of bless^^ 
ipg$ both to them and to us. Only the Fath<^ 
of mercies and God of all consolation can Croatia 
in us a clean heart, and renew a right spiril 
M^ithio our bowels. He only, by pouring forth 
into our hearts that charity, which worketh in 
US bqth the will and the power to do good, can 
give to : the seeds of truth, which are received 
into our souls, that fepundity and increase, 
which neither the agent that sows, nor be that 
waters, can ever bestow. 

Still there is an invocation for assistance, by 
way of intercession, which cannot with any prov 
priety be addressed to the Giver of every good 
gift; but may be directed to those whom we 
believe to be his special friends and favourites. 
Hence St. Piaul intreated the faithful of Ephe-^ 
sus to pray with all instance and supplication 
for all their brethren, and for him, that speech 
might be given to him, atad that he might open 
his mouth with confidence, to' make known the 
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mystery of the gospel. {£)>b. vi.) He made the' 
same pious request to-the Thessaiouians and 
to the Colossians ; Bretkren^ said heyprajffor 
tu. {\ Thess. V. andCoi. iv.) Since; therefore,- 
we are fully authorized by the sacred writings 
to beg the intercession of our fellow-creatures 
while they yet live amidst the snares and dan- 
gers of this world, and are exposed to so much 
sin and misery : where can be the impropriety 
of addressing to them the same petition, after 
they have entered on the possession of their in- 
heritance in the kingdom of Christ ? 

But, it may be asked : How do the saints in 
heaven bear our prayers ? How do our peti- 
tions come to their knowledge? To this I might 
answer : that, as we are assured by our divinie' 
Lord, there shall be joy before the angels of 
God upon a sinner that doth penance; (Luke 
XV.) that, such joy most certainly presupposes 
a knowledge of the sinner s repentance : and 
that by the same method, by which that know- 
ledge is communicated to the blessed, our. 
praises and invocations may be communicated 
also. But how this is done is a matter of which 
it little CQpcerns us to be informed. It is not 
my wish to indulge an useless curiosity, by en-' 
tering into a discussion on that head. Suffice^ 
it to say, that the knowledge of our persons audi 
of our petitions may be conveyed to the saints 
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and angels of God by teii thodsahd mean^; 
\fhieh the shortsighted reason of cdan is unable 
to discover. Nay, were it true even, thatth^j 
did not hear oar prayers in particnlar; still it 
coald not thence be inferred, that it is useless 
to implore their intercession. For, even in that 
case; the Almighty may be moved to gfant our 
requests more readily, in consideration of our 
addresses and attachments to them who are tb^ 
dearest objects of his love. When the multi- 
tudes of sick persons were '^ exposed in tbe 

strieets, thaty when Peter cmne^ his shadow... I 

» 

might overshadow any of ihenty and they might 
be delivered from their infirmities: (Acts v.) is 
it to be supposed, that he knew them all, or 
observed them all indivJdually ? Nevertheless 
tlie Lord, in favour of his apostle, was pleased 
to restore them to their health. 

Besides, independently on our communicat- 
ing to them our wants and afflictions, full well 
they know from their owtt experience, the dan- 
gers to which we are here exposed. They are 
perfectly acquainted with our difficulties, infir- 
mities, and evil propensities. They kno w^ that 
we have within us a poisonous roat of inordi- 
nate self-love, which shoots forth a thousand 
baneful weeds of criminal desires, that will soon 
overrun our souls, unless vigilance and mortifi- 
cation every moment clear them away. They 
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^re srasible, that the innocieDce, which » mont 
girded and seeured, is still exposed to mwy 
farions assaults ; that this world is a^and vrhich 
deyoiirs its own iqhabitaats, from the contiiiiial 
violence of contending and raging pasi^ions. 
Friom the tranquil hadbonr^ in which they re- 
pose, they view the storms by which we are 
tossed to and fro on tha boisterous ocea^ of 
liie-^they view, and commiserate, our let. And 
can we doubt of their readiness to exert their 
interests in our behalf? They died in charity. 
They |oved not their friends only, but their bi^ 
terest enemies. Ob ! then, now that their love 
is perfected 9-^now that they dwell in the bosom 
of the God of charity — ^now that they are all oh 
fire with divine and brotherly love, 'what will 
they not gladly do to cootribute to our h&ppi^ 
iiess ! Will they not earnestly plead our cause 
before that soveneign Lord; who judges justice, 
and is terrible in his counsels above the chil- 
dreo of men ! Yes, they will use every efibrt 
bo their parts to obtain for us that grace, whicjb 
may enable us to pass in safety through all the 
perils by which we are jsurrounded, and to come 
at lei^tb to their blessed society. 

But, it is sometimes said : ** Allowing the 
truth of these reflections, at least it is not ne^ 
cessary to address ourselves to the saints." I 
aiii i^Orry, my brethren, to be forced to observe, 
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tkat the unbecoming; insinuation, tn^hich tbii^ 
laogfiftg^ conveys, is frequehtly thrown out by 
many members of the Catholic churciby ih thid, 
which fis celebrttted aa ati eoltghtetied dge, when 
the faisfe refinements and precision of a frigid 
|>hilo8opby ^eeni to aim at suppressing the most 
generous feeling^ of the human heart. Cer- 
tainly His not absolutely necessary to apply td 
the saints. God is hidaself aldne infiilitely tnor6 
than all-snfficieitt for us. But tell ttve : ih an 
affair of such momentous concehi, Us that of 
our eternal salvation, will not a prudent mart 
seek to procure every kind of assintance in bis 
power? Can their hearts pant after the graces 
of faeaveta» who reAise to employ any otte of the 
BDeaiis for obtainidg them ?«-^and even of the 
means which the Lord himself hath been pleased 
to recommei^d ? Mg servant J^b\ said he to the 
friends of that illustrious sufiferer, when bis 
wrath was enkindled against them. My servant 
Job shall pr€^ far ff&u :. his face I wM mccepti 
iJujA jfourfotfybe n6t ifJijnaied to y&a. (Jdb xKi.) 
If they tempt. 6dd^ who will not m&ke use of 
kiBcreaCures fortb^ supp6rt of their 6^tural life, 
will he be pleased with tbose who disdaitl to 
apply to his creatures for tbe benefit of their 
immortal ^ottls ? Oh ! my beloved friends, God 
feirbid that you should refine ita that manner f 
We should not wish to . take from virttle ai#y 
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eveo of its most feeble supports. No ; let lis 
tather desire, that every tongue may soli^iC 
beayen for our welfare ; that a) [.creatures may 
stretch out their friendly bands, to lead us to the 
enjoyoieint of our sovereign good ; that heaven 
and earth may iuterest themselves for us; that 
the ho9ts of angels and all the blessed above 
may receive our vows and tears, and present 
them before the throne of God. 

In particular, loy beloved friends, have fre- 
quent recourse to that blessed among .women 
whose festival we this day celebrate. She is 
full of grace and charity above all the inhabi- 
tants of the heavenly Jerusalem. She has an 
iutfsrestat the throne of her divine Son, to which 
. no other cau pretend. Jesus having gra^ciously 
condescended to make us his brethren and co* 
heirs in glory, she Considers us as her own chil- 
dren, Qh! bfg of her, then,. to shew you all 
the tepderness of a fpnd parent. In the. hour 
of trial and danger, cliQg.close to her for protec- 
tion. ^ Put yourselves, your dear children, and 
relatives^ and all that, belong to you, under her 
special .patronag^^ : To be devout to her is, to 
plesise Jesus. It is one of the ma^rksof your 
predestination to etjernal glory. 

Despise the railleries of ignorant or impious 
men, should they seek to throw aridicule upon 
your practices of piety towards the mother of 
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J«sas. Your devotion to her is consecrated by 
the apptobation and practice of the whote Ca- 
tholic church dispersed throughout the worlds 
and is supported by the suffrages of the most 
▼enerable antiquity. Examining the annals of 
the church from the earliest agesof Ghristtanityy 
we find every where temples erected under her 
auspices, and consecrated under her name to 
the honour of the living God; cities and em- 
pires placing themselves under her protection, 
and associations formed to invoke her interces- 
sion. Even if some devotional practices, the 
fruits of a zeal not guided by wisdom, should 
degenerate into a weakness, which is excusable, 
when it originates in pious credulity, these are 
doubtless far preferable to the excesses of im^- 
piety. But you need have no apprehensions on 
that head. Your enlighrteued pastors are care- 
ful to impress this truth upon, your miads,^ that 
the mother of. God receives your petitions and 
supplications only to present, them b^ore the 
throne of her^ adorable Son. Superstition, 
therefore^ cannot enter into the. sanctuary : and 
you will never be encouraged to give to Mary 
that homage^ which i& due only to the eternal 
self-existent cause of every blessing. 

But do not suffer your - devotion to her to 
spend itself entirely in praises and supplica* 
tions. Let it.be the constant effort of your lives 
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to copy after her vifrtues. Of all tlire m^aM 
^hich you can employ to honour her fuemory^ 
and to obtain h6r favour^ thia i# tbfe motst j^jeal^ 
iogt the tnoat efficacioua* AH other devout ex- 
ercises are designed only to assist you in the 
fittimiBeot of this one object^ . the imitotitiii 6f 
hc^ virtues : Bod, if Jron be indiflereut to thts> 
the rest is but the dangerous illusion of fancy^ 
or veil of a mean and contemptible hypocrisy. 
, It cannot be expected^ that, after having thus 
long engaged your attention, I should now ddi- 
neate all the lovely virtues with Which she. was 
to gracefully adorned. Bat I catmot forbear to 
present before you one leading feature of her 
character. The first use which she made of 
her being was to con&eci^ate it.withtoat Reserve 
to her adorable Creator. The first efiiiMs of her 
innocent soul werd the eihiotioos df divine grSc^i^ 
the exercises of lively foitfa^ placid hope^ atid 
Ardent chari^i. None of the gratiea which she 
retseived riemaided unfruitfal : all w^ers increase 
ed, improved and perfected^ in consequence of 
her xo-opei^on. The finst act of her miod was 
the Coat^nplatiob of God's eternal l^isdpm. 
The first feeliags of hef heart Were the wowwfe 
of divine love* 

F^me here a while, my brethren, ^d tfarn 
your teyes inwardly on yourisdves^ Whei3 you 
eamfe to thie use of reason, did yott itistaatly 
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pay your homage to the living God. Have you 
froQi that time devote^l to him all the powers 
and faculties of your bodies aiid souls? Nay» 
after so many years have elapsed^ do you even 
now sincerely love your God, and delight in 
the observance of his law ? Ah ! perhaps> you 
have hitherto received your souls in vain I Too 
late have you feelingly known the truth of God, 
too late have you loved his infinite beauty/ 
Alas ! the imbecility and darkness of infancy 
has been followed by the disorders of impetu-^ 
ous youth: to these have succeeded the car^s 
and solicitudes of life in a more advanced age : 
and, it may be, that some among you are drawer 
iog nearlo the gates of death, before they h^ve 
yet begun to liye to aqy gpod and beneficial 
purpose. Oh ! unfkrstandf ye senseless among 
Ike peoptfif and you fools^ be wise at last. (Ps. 
Gxiit.) hose not another njoment of your earth- 
ly existence. Redeem yonr past, tiqie, I^edou-^ 
ble all your efibrts to eff^^ct a reconqiliatjon 
^ith your much-ipjured Lord: and letno power 
of earth or bell so far prevail over you, as agaia 
to withdraw you from his most honpurs^ble, be • 
neficial, sweety and amiable servipe. 

Let us animate ourselves to this steady per-r 
severance in virtue, by contemplating, in. the 
glory to which Mary is exalted, the brighi re- 
version which awaits those souls that s^re |a(lh^ 

VOL. I. N 



178 

m 

ful to divine grace. When the moment of her 
dissoiutioD was arrived, come, said the Lord 
JesiA to her spotless inin)cence,<<— come; leave 
the desert where you have so long sought 
your beloved — come; participate his glory^ 
and adorn his triumphs. It is time that you 
should entej! into the celestial paradise. The 
cold, the gloomy, and turbulent season has 
now passed away. Eternal spring shall reign 
in this delightful r^ion. A thousand rising 
flowers bloom upon this happy land. The vine 
exhales its richest perfumes, and the fig-tree is 
bending under the weight of its fruit. Arise; 
my lavCf my heautifnl one, and come : for wintet 
is now pasty the rain is over and gone. The 
flowers have appeared in our land;.... the flg-tree 
hath put forth her green figs : the vines in flower 
yield their sweet smdl: arise, my love, my beau- 
tiful one, and come. (Cant, ii.) And behold she 
Cometh upflram, the desert, leaning upon her be- 
loved: (Cant, viii.) she cometh forth as the morn- 
ing rising, fair as the moon, bright as the sun, 
and amidst the acclamations of the heavenly 
hosts, is seated at the right hand of God's eter- 
nal throne. The sons of Sion rejoice in her 
exailta^ion ; and the daughters of kings pay ho- 
mage to her greatness. 

August and sacred Virgin, we join the celes- 
tial assembly in their acts of homage ; and, in- 
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spirited by confidence in yonr goodne80» we ad- 
dress to yon our humble supplications, begging 
with all earnestness, that you will interest your- 
self to obtain for us the grace to imitate your 
virtues. To thee we cry, poor oanished chil- 
dren of Eve, sighing and mourning in this vale 
of tears* Deign to look on us with a pitying 
eye, and be our advocate, that with thee we may 
at length behold the blessed Jesus, and with 
thee may praise, love and enjoy him for endless 
ages. 
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PREFACE. 



In the Composition of the following Dis- 
courses, as well as of the Volumes, which 
the Public have already honoured with 
their approbation, I have, without reserve, 
selected from other writers in xiifFerent lan- 
guages, whatever ideas and reflections I 
conceived might tend to the improvement 
of those, who should hear ot peruse them : 
with a view impressively to inculcate, ^nd 
apply to men's respective circumstances, 
the wise and beneficial injunctions of Ghris^^ 
tian Morality — injunctions, which, in fact 
can never be substantially new ; because 
they come dotm from the Father of lights^ 
with whom there is no change^ nor shadow^ of 
alteration. 



184 

The present Publication is intended to 
be followed by a Volume of Sermons on 
various subjects, and which, at the earnest 
desire of many respectable Persons who 
have heard them, shall contain Six Dis- 
courses on Matrimony and the Duties of 
the Married State* 
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SECOND SERIES. 



SERMON !• 



FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT. 



ON THE GENERAL JUDGMENT. 



They shall see the son of man coming in a cloud, 
with great power and majesty. ^^lAxke xxi. 27. 

Whence arises this remarkable difference 
between the first and second coming of the Son 
of God? By his incarnation, he appeared 
amongst us as one of ourselves, feeble, lowly, 
debased as we are, and more than we . are ; 
breathing only peace and love ; shedding the 
tear of compassion on human miseries, and im- 
patient to pour forth his blood as the price of 
our felicity. Tell ye the daughter, of Sion, 
said he to his prophet, behold thy King Com- 
eth to thee in all meekness and sweetness. In 
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these amiable traits, we acknowledge a friend, 
a benefactor, a parent, a savionr. 

But now, my brethren, alas! how changed 
the scene ! He comes preceded by a devouring, 
fire, which shall consume the world. The hea- 
vens tremble, the seas recoil before his presence, 
the earth is shaken to its foundations, and bu- 
ried under its own ruins. The eternal Father 
bath put into his hands the avenging lightnings. 
He comes no longer to save, but to judge the 
children of men; not to expiate, but to punish 
their iniquities; not to appease the justice of 
his Father^ bat to establkh its dread dominion. 

But does not the justice of the mostHigh al- 
ready reign over his people? Does not our faith 
teach us ; that the moment, which terminate9 
our mortal life, introduces ns into eternity; 
that then justified or condemned according to 
our works, we bear the sentence which deter- 
mines our destiny ? Sin therefcNre is com^ned 
to eternal pnnishmeot ; virtue is crowned with 
its brigbl rewards. Why then revise a judg- 
ment, which cannot be reformed? Wby pro- 
nounce a. seatence, whdch bas already been 
executed t 

Attend, «iy beloved friends : the glory of 
Jesus Q»ristd€[i0a]ids that our particular judg- 
ment, at the hour of death, should be followed 
by another and a general judgment, in pre- 



187 

fiance of the whdle asaembly of men arid angels* 
Jesus, on earth, was a sign ttmt was contradict* 
ed : bis designs were opposed; his f>ersion was 
insulted; fads followei's were f^ei'seciuted.. It is 
tbereibre expedient, and necessary, in tbe order 
of God's providence, fifst, that be manifest the 
completion of bis designs, in spite of the indo- 
ciltty and rebellion of bis creatures ; secondly; 
that be receive homage atid adorartion from all 
created beings: thirdly, that be obtain for bis 
faithful servants the respect and veneration of t 
all the children of men. These three consider- 
ations, whieh I mean to offer to your religioiui 
attention, will contain matter highly important 
to our most essential interests. 

Oh ! maiy the Divine Spirit give to my words 
tfiat dignity and energy, whidk are suited to 
tJiis awful event. The last trnorp^t, whose pow- 
erful sounds will assemble all men to judg- 
ment, will awaken them. only from the sleep 4)f 
deatb: my ministry aspires to a still gl'eaiter 
prodigy— to awaken the sinner from the death 
of sin, and withdraw him from the abyss of per- 
dition : and my voice, feeble as it is, will per- 
form this prodigy, provided it be amoiated by 
the brenth of heavenly grace. At the last day ^ 
devoted to inkplacable vengeance, there will be 
^ no grace for the wicked ; but in these days, in 
which repentance is yet admissable, the source 
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o( grace is open, and pours forth amongst us its 
pure and saving streams. 

t- "^~ First. The day of universal judgment is ibe 
day» on which the Redeemer of men taking 
vengeance for their proud resistance to his 
graces, and for the haughty indocilityof a world 
swayed by criminal passions, will consummate 
on the ruins of all earthly greatness, the great 
work, for which he came down from his heaven- 
ly throne. The eternal word of God clothed 
himself with our mortality to promote the glory 
of his Father by the salvation of the souls of 
mten. He came into this world, to make the 
name of the true and living God be hallowed, 
praised and sanctified by all the nations of the 
earth ; to teach men to worship God in spirit 
and truth ; to destroy every greatness, which 

/ /^ should erect itself against the Lord f to break 
in pieces every profane idol ; to bind in cliains 
every inordinate and riebellious passion. ^ He 
came to be the teacher and legislator of all peo- 
ple, and their deliverer from the captivity of the ' 
princes of darkness ; to exterminate sin, and 
make righteousness strike its root, spring up, 
bud forth and flourish in their hearts. Hence 
we are taught by. the apostle that Christ Je- 
sus will not have accomplished the object of 
his incarnation, till he shall have delivered vp the 
kingdom tg God and the Father^ when h^ shall 
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have brought id nought all principality and power 
and autlidrity. 1 Cor . x v . 24 . 

Now, it is the first wish of our afiectionate 
Saviour to establish the kingdom of God over 
all men, by diffusing among them the light of 
wisdom, and attacting their hearts by the sweet 
influence of his goodness. He calls, he invites, 
he urges, he intreats them to come, and take 
his yoke upon them ; assuring them that his 
yoke is sweet, and his burthien light. He desires 
that our subjection to the empire of the Most 
High may be our own act, the effect of our free 
agency ; and he designs to glorify bis Father, by 
shewing him, in his rational creatures, virtues^ 
which deserve a recompence; merits derived 
from the good use, which we make of the gifts, 
that his love has bestowed upon us. 

But what is the fact? Alas! the greater part 
of men resist his graces, are deaf to his tender in- 
vitations, are callous to the penetrating unction 
of his goodness, and even insult him with his 
own benefits. They corrupt their minds, by 
imbibing the false maxims of worldly wisdom: 
and they give their affections to folly and vani* 
ty, and prostitute their powers toisensuality and 
iniquity. The truths manifested to them iu 
their early youth, the luminous dpctrines of the 
gospel, are quickly forgotten. Even in the bo- 
som of Christianity^ the vices of Paganism are 
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every where iipread^ every wbeie iadolged, 
every where encooraged. The seandsds of Je^ 
mettfeiB are frequeotly greater thao the abomi- 
DatioDS of Babylon ; and perhaps in oo nations 
is the Lord more ofiended and ontraged, than 
in Uiose, to which he has been the most profuse 
in his bonnties. 

Bnt, BOtwitlistaBding the perversity and ma- 
lice of raen» the glory of die Most High shall be 
exalted, and his kingdom established over all 
^cistenoe. Which ever way we may be carded 
by the impetuosity of onr eiiminal passions, 
Jesus will present to his Father the world en- 
tirely subjected to hi^ dominion. If he do not 
trismph by his mercies, he will tiiumph by his 
justice. If we refuse to correspond with bis 
goodness, we shall feel the weight of bis ven- 
geance. • Those, who refuse to be his people, 
shall experience, to their eternal confusion and 
desolation, that he is stiH their God. On the 
great day of final retribution, stretching out bis 
arm omnipotent, he will establish, by hk power, 
that dominion, which be wished to estabh'sh, 
by his sweetness. He will rule with a rod of 
iron. As I live, saiih the Lord God^ I will 
reign over you tvith a strong hand^ and with a 
stretched out army and with fury poured out. 
(Ezek. XX. 33.) His voice, extending through^ 
out the four quarters of the globe, penetrating 
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into the inmost recesses of the tombs and the 
depths of the sea, shall ntter tlie tremeDdous 
sumaions : Arise, ye dead; aod oome to judg*' 
meat. In an instant, ail are assembled before 
him : and behold the stars are extingnished in 
the firmament, the stin withdraws his light, the 
earth mdts away, and sinks in ruin. Formerly, 
the heavens shewed forth theglory of God,and 
the firmament declared the works of his hands. 
Bat, in the tumult of Ifaeir passions^ men woald 
not listen to this eloquence of nature : the hea- 
venly bodies shall therefore speak a different 
language; and the eternal night, into which 
they are now sunk, shall give a terrible lesson 
< to those, whom their splendo«irs did not con- 
dnct to the knowledge and love oi their sove- 
reign good. 

Come, my beloved friends, and plade your- 
selves, now, in thought, amidst this wreck of 
nature, before you be placed there in reality. 
Job sent the lovers of wisdom to the tomb, that 
there they might study the vanity of human 
things. Christ Jesus, in this day's gospel, sends 
us to contemplate the sepulchre of Ihe universe 
itself. Standing amidst its ruins, what ideas 
do we now form concernfng those riches, which 
have been the god of «ur idolatry ; those dis- 
tinctions and dignities, which have lighted up 
in our breasts the tormenting flame of ambition ; 
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those sensaalities and laxuries, which bave 

clooded our reason and degtaded our nature, 

and to which we have 'sacrificed our ease, our 

peace, and our conscience? We see every idol, 

that we have adored, broken in pieces before 

that God to whom we have refused our homage. 

Where are now the advantages for which we 

have so anxiously toiled? Now all grandetir is 

annihilated. The slave is on an equality with 

his purchaser, the subject with his prince, the 

poor man, who dwelt in a miserable hovel, with 

him who possessed superb palaces, and was 

decked with gold and costly ornaments. No 

distinction remains but that which virtue makes. 

The Lord God omnipotent reigneth ; and none, 

but those VFho are enrolled in his service, shall 

find protection on this day of terrors. Let us 

be wise, therefore, and learn now what we shall 

then learn much too late, that there is no wis-^ 

dom, but in doing the will of God ; no patron-* 

9ge to be sought for, but in the Divine Being ; 

no fortude to be made, but in pleasing him ; no 

master to be served, but he who can subject all 

things to himself. 

2. Let us now contemplate Cbriist Jesus 
coming in great power and majesty, and re-* 
ceiving homage and adoration from all cre^ 
ated beings. The carnal Jews shut their eyes 
agaiiist the light of truth aad rejected their 
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Safiout, because they expected a deliYetrefi 
Mrho should come in all the pride of opulence 
%nd earthly prosperity. They did not see be^ 
cause they would tiotsee> that the prophets (de- 
scribed him in two opposite situationa; in p. 
state of obscurity aiid sufferings which was ta 
be succeeded by a state of splendour and glory ; 
that the Messiah was to begin in weakness and 
terminate in power ; was first to instruct man* 
kind by .precepts and examplies, and then to 
trample his enemies under his feet. ' < ' 
Besides the Jew6> multitudes^ in every age, 
have been scandalized in him./ His cross, which 
was a scandalto the Jews, wasa folly to the 
Gentiles. Nay^ and. even among those,} who 
bear the Christian name^ bow^ many are tjiere 
who are attached to Jesus in speculation only.; 
and who^ when called oh to give practical testi* 
monies of their faith, by walking in hisib6ts(eps» 
are ashamed of his poverty, shocked at his: hu- 
miliations, disgusted at his self-denials and: his 
sufferings. 

. All these, therefore, on the day of general 
judgment, shall wither away through fear, be* 
holding him in all his greiatness and. glory. 
No longer is he despised and the most abject 
of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with 
infirmity ; but he exercises all power in hebven 
and on earth. In his hand he holds the balatice 
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q{ the sanctnarjT) «|d wepghs all the actions of 
nen. 9e jadg«| justice t he oondemoi^i audi 
aoae* shall absolve : he justiGiefi ; apd noae sbaU 
eoademii. fFe shaU dH stand j says the aposlfe, 
hefove ike judgmemt-seait of Christ. Far it u 
writtm: m J liuey saith tie Lordj eveity im$e 
shfJl hpm to me; an^ enefg tomgue shall CQefese 
^l^Ao God. Rom. xiv. lOt 

Thea shall fsdl prostrate s(t his feet theaqribes, 
the Pharisees, thq Jewish pinests and doctocs, 
Mrho under the imposiog appeavttiee of 4 seal 
for trifthy concealed a heart fraught with jea- 
lousy and malioe, and stirsed up Ike deluded 
multittide to ioibrue their hands |n hb kiuoeent 
blood. Thesi the Pagan tyraQtsand p^seott* 
tors, who took oounsel togetiier against the 
Lprd and agaiupt his anointed, shalibe girnn 
up te the pewpr d the infernal spitits who were 
thf gods to whoai they sfienficedir and wli0;will 
avenge 6a tbem the cause qf thetrae and Uviag 
Qod. 

Then shall fall prostrate at the feet fif J^ns 
the Goifrupt(M^ of his ^tmi, who have spread 
^atnoDg bis people theic fhlse and perniciou$[ 
^pctrlnea^ and disturbed his church with so 
maoy dissensions and discords. Then shall he 
also completely triumph over the pri/de of a 
felse philosophy, in men, who> haviqg &rowB 
6#4fae yoke of religion^ shall acknowledge in 
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ail bnraiUatioii^ that their iofideiity was tii6 ojfT* 
aprJBg of tbeir paesiods, and o&t of their irea* 
.sod; of their raoity or their interest, and tiot of 
their reflection : that they boasted the strength 
of their mind, only to disguise the weakness 
of their heart; and rejected the belief of the 
gospel, only because they bad not the resolu- 
tion to follow its maxims, in a Word, tbeii M. 
the sinners of the earthy trembrling heSme the 
rthrone of Jesus, shall anathematize th(^ pai»- 
sions which carried them from the way of biis 
commandmeiits, which emboldened them to vio- 
late his law, and hardened them against ins ad- 
monitions,, iospirations and graces. 

Then $haU appear the sign of the wn qffnam, 
in heaven: and then ^all aU the tribes cf Mfe 
earth momm. (Matt. xxiv. 30.) Ah ! my bre^ 
tbren, if now you blush at the hum&Hation of 
the cross of Jesus, then you wiU clearly disico- 
yer, that men are great and happy only la pre^ 
portion as they desire, and love, and carry that 
cross. That nobility, opulence, talientis, wis* 
dom, dignity and piety itself, all wili be repro^ 
bated, unless stamped with the mark of the 
cross ; that every virtue, which is not tempered 
with the humiKty of the cross,, purified by the 
ordeal of the cross, and perfected by the love 
of the cross, is vain, sterile, worthless, and re- 
jected by the sovereign Judge. 

6 2 
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-- 3. Having subjected the world to the doroi- 
Dion of his eternal Father » and vindicated his 
own honour against the scorn and insults of his 
enemies, Jesus will vindicate his faithful ser- 
vants against the contempt and calumnies of 
the world. The greater part of men, being blind 
in judgment and corrupt in heart, undervalue 
and despise those, whom the Lord delights to 
honour. The conduct of the disciples of the 
gospel is continually censured or ridiculed ; 
their love of solitude is considered as the effect 
of chagrin or melancholy; their zeal as restless- 
ness or ambition ; their moderation as timidity; 
their meekness as insensibility ; their disinte- 
restedness as indolence ; their humility as lit- 
tleness and meanness; their fervour as scrupu- 
losity or bigotry ; their austerity as extrava- 
gance and folly. 

But the honour of Christ Jesus is connected 

■ 

with that of his servants ; and therefore, on. the 
great day of finsd retribution, he will exhibit 
them to the view of all naen, in their genuine 
worth, dignity, greatness and excellence. Then 
those virtues, which were traduced as im- 
becility or disorder of mind, shall strike the 
eyes of the astonished multitude with transcen- 
dant splendour and brilliance. Then it shall 
appear that the servants of God were exalted 
in their views, wise in all their precautions and 
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designs, firm in their hopes, nobly courageous 
in the time of danger and trial, and by the aid 
of divine grace triumphant over nature, and 
overall the machinations of the world, and of 
the princes of darkness. . 
-^ Then he shall sisty to them, his countenance 
smiling in benignity and love : Came^ ye blessed 
cf my Father y people worthy to have ine for 
your master and leaded; ye apostles worn out 
with the fatigiies of zeal; martyns, who have 
been prodigal of your blood, which cemiented 
the edifice of my church on earth ; ye solitaries, 
who made the desert resound with the praises 
of my heavenly Father ; ye chaste spouses of 
the Lamb in spotless innocence ; ye lovers of 
evatigelical poverty, more content to dwell ib 
the lowly hut, than you would have been to 
parade on floors of marble and gold ; penitents, 
whose compunctive tears have washed away 
your guilty stains; ye righteous of each sex, of 
every age and condition, to you only were due 
esteem, love, respect and veneration : to you 
only .belonged the titles of conquerors and he* 
roes : models of wisdom, great and noble cha- 
racters, C(me^ possess the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world. (Matt. 
XXV. 34.) ' You have now under your feet de- 
graded and confounded, the wretches who gave 
all their attention and afibction to the scenes of 
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iUottOD^ which were displayed on the theatre 
ef that world, which ia now swallowed up iqi 
deatrvctaOD. You see them stripped of all &eir 
onmineota, groantbg in their nakedoess, oreiw 
whelmed with infamy. You hear them call~oD 
the mflahtatBS to fall upon thetaa, and the hills 
to cover them froqi the effects of my just in- 
dignation. 

Soob shidl be the flftal determinations and 
iffOTersiUe decrees of this day of terrors. To 
the wicked a day of tears and despair, of cala*' 
i^ mity and misery. Oh ! shall it heoceforth maker 
on oar minds no deeper an impreasiou than U 
has hitherto made I Shall it excife only a pasa^ 
ing fcarv which will be oalined by the first illu* 
aien of earthly ipanity I Woe to os» if we do not 
often think. on it; and still more lamentablii 
woo, if we think on ii without being afiected^ 
changed, and cooTorted from the folly of our 
pursuits and the evil of our ways. He that 
awakenanof at thesouod of this thunder is not 
asleep hut dead. OcsiTinced that tka I*ord 
most finally establish over us a dominion of 
rassoy or justice, oh! let us embrace his pro- 
Amd mercieji ; let our hearts from this moment 
apout^neooaly yield to Ind goodness, and, by aa 
enth-e obedience to bis will, shicM themseWea 
undor the sprsadiag wiiig of kk loving protec- 
tion. Knowing that the cross of Jesus is the 



^ 
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only sign of salvation, let ns instantly range 
ourselves under the glorious standard, and take 
up our cross, and follow bim. Since the virtues 
of God's elect, however here made little account 
o£, shall on the last day, far outshine whatever 
in {his world can dazzle the sight, or captivate 
the hearts of men ; let virtue be to us pleasure, 
beauty, wisdom, strength, riches and honour. 
Superior to human respects, regardless of the 
opinions of an ignorant and malicious world, 
we will prove our fidelity to God and our Sa- 
timir, and entitle oufsdt'eS to recefve ffixih his 
hands a diadem of immortal glory 1 
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SERMON II. 



SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT, 



ON 8EN8UAL ENJOYMENTS^ 



WJkat wentjfou &ut into the desert to see? A mm 
clothed in sofi garments ? Sehold they^ that, 
are clothed in soft garments^ are in the houses. 
qf kings. — Matt. ii. 7, 8. 

Among the virtues of his great precursor 
which our divine Lord extols, in the gospel of 
this day, he calls our attention, in the words of 
my text, to the extraordinary austerity of his 
life. By this the Baptist was especially distin- 
guished. Knowing that our felicity is not to 
be centred in the things of this world ; that 
whatever has no other tendency, than to give 
us pleasure here, deceives us and exposes us to 
everlasting perdition ; that, being condemned 
to labour, and bound to bring forth fruits worthy 
of repentancci we have no right to be continu- 
ally seeking our ease and exulting in the vain 
joys of the earth i— filled with a couviction of 
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these truths, he, at a tender age, retired into a 
comfortless desert; and there, at a distance from 
all the luxuries, and depriving himself of almost 
all the conveniences, of life, he wore his garment 
of camel's hair, and a leatherii girdle about his 
loins, and his food was no other than locusts 
and wild honey. 

All this is truly disgusting to human nature. 
If I were to exhort you to deny, to mortify, 
and' punish yourselves in this manner, you 
would accuse me of intemperate zeal, of extra- 
vagance and enthusiasm ; and, although the au- 
sterity of St. John has been celebrated by the^ 
praises of truth itself, yet the generality of men 
look on it as something in which they bavelilt^ 
tie or UQ concern. ^* Why, it is said, why are 
we to be condemned for the indulgence of sen- 
suality ? Is not the love of pleasure a natural 
affection^-^an affection .which enters into the- 
very frame and cobstitution of our being! Has 
not our Creator, furnished us with the means of 
indulging it, and do we not please our Bene- 
factor^ by- making use of his gifts? Was man 
bora to mourn audio be wretched ? And is the 
Deity to be worshipped otily by continual sighs 
and tears." 

These are the arguments of the voluptuous : 
their language you have frequently heard, and 
perhaps frequently iu»ed ; their sentiments are 



2QS 

cagorly adopted by minds uninfantaed by diriae 
m Mdmm ^md doped by the convpt paisiom of 
o«r natMe, ia IUb lis fidlen itate^ Muob, tfete^ 
f9ffe>doI wish to rectify jonr ideas ofitthisStib^ 
ject; For whicb pupose I shdl to^ mid^tv* 
tdka ia shav yo«» aat tbal we are hoimd to i»^ 
flict OD oarselYes all the austerittea of St. Joba 9 
that woald be a beigkt at irlrtaoas heiMism, 
whicb is attained only by some few exalted 
wnda, who fondly and fenrently cOwrt thai 
wisdooi^ whieh dwells not in a laad of sensual 
deKg^ : b«t I shall shew you thaty as* Qm^^ 
tiaas^ we nnmt be actoated by the. same s^iri^ 
ol aelf-denial, with whicb bo wiaa fitled^ and 
tikafc the pretexts^ by whicb we seric to JMi^y 
t^enrsalves al«Qirioias» voluptnons Kfe^aretbe: 
mere iUoaioaa of inordinate sel#*k)ve. 

My brsthfen^Uft op yowr hoavls to heaitoBi^ 
a«d he§ of tte Father oi %bls to^ diasiptf tb^v 
Aaae iilaBann^ FoBbfts will beasy aAtemptsr 
te» 49on)ba* incdinationa^ ^hich it is so sweet to 
gmHtfy nalMw aided by bu pow^u) giMe. 
Therefore, beseech tbe Loord to ffwefovf that: 
slrai^tb of r^tolattoa^. whieh sacrifices pfopen* 
«itiestto daty;^ aodtbatvaisdoaiv^wfaicb diseeraB^ 
the sole pleasure, that can fill the c^paeit>t of; 
cvm soab, and foi^ that discairds every iaferioi: 
myoymenl. 
Tbe pre«sxts, that 9re nade we c^ torjustify 
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the indulgeiice of a passioD for sensoal plea^ 
sures^ are dra^D^ either from tbe nature of tba 
human heart, or from the nature of the plea- 
sores themselves, or from men's peculiar aittia*^ 
tian» and cireucnstances in life. First, from; 
tbe nature of the pleasures themsdves. It 19 
patoral, we ^e told, it is natural for man to- 
love pleasure, it is an inclinatbn so predomi*: 
Qant in hfan, that be cannot surmount it. If he^ 
reMfunces one jideasttre, it can only be, because 
be seekd another. It is idle, therefore, to in-- 
veigb tgaittst a propensity; vrhich will nether/ 
C9U never, he rooted out. Surely religion was 
not intended to shock aH our natural feelim^s^ 

Ta refute these plalusibLe reasonings, we must 
carefully distingniab between twopassions ofthe 
human heart, which are widely diff^ent, though 
often confounded together : these are the lore 
of hiqppiuess, and the love of sensual gratifica* 
tions. The love of happiness is an invincible 
indiDalion im|]|lanted in our breasts, that we 
may be strangly attached to the Divine Being, 
who is. the only source of oor felicity. Nature - 
inapirea the passron; and religion, instead of 
condemning it; came down from heaven to ena- 
hletis to satisfy it; veligion lights it up anew 
with hallowed fire, and grace fitns the flame. 
The law, the prophets, the gospel, are all sub** 
servient to the happiness of man. Tbe love of 
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faappioessy in its utmost intensity, is conse- 
quently rational, good and laudable. 

But very different is the love of sensual en- 
joyments. When heightened beyond a certain^ 
prescribed degree, it has no longer the saoictioii 
of nature, and is condemned both by religion 
and by right reason. It has not the sanction of 
nature. Pure and unadulterated nature in- 
spires no stronger attachment to objects of 
sense, than is necessary for self^reservation ; 
and employs them always, as so many steps, by 
which' it rises to the contemplation and love of 
its great Author and Preserver. ' The heaverrs 
are resplendent, to shew forth his glory. The 
earth pours forth its fruit, to manifest his boun- 
tiful goodness. The universe is filled with' 
wonders,*to display the grandeur, wisdom, and 
power of its Creator. For these purposes ' are 
we surrounded by sensible objects. But to 
pursue them with passion'; to repose in them 
with 'complacence ; to make them the end in- 
stead of the means ; to place in them our chief 
enjoyment ; uo : nature never taught iis that. 
But man, by his iniquity, having corrupted his 
heart, and vilified his affections, so as to forget 
his sovereign good, wanders friDm one object td 
another, dnd blindly gives himself up to coun- 
terfeit forms of good, which promise him the 
content, that he has miserably lost. Therefore, 
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my brethren, man is not to be blamed for seek- 
ing to be happy ; but for seeking happiness^ 
\?here it is not placed by his Creator. It is 
Batnral for man to love felicity ; but to, place it 
in voluptuousness is contrary to nature and to 
reason. 

Aided by experience, reason teaches us, that 
every pleasure, which is pursued to excess, con- 
.verts itself into a. poison. What was intended 
for the refreshment and cordial of life, by want 
of moderation, is turned to its bane. No sooner 
do we pass the line, which temperance has 
drawn, but many mischiefs come forward and 
exhibit themselves before us. Oh ! could J lay 
open to your view; the monuments of the dead, 
they would read you a lecture, in.favour ofsetlf- 
denial, much more persuasive, than any that 
could be given by the most eloquent, of .moral 
teachers. You would behold the church-yards 
peopled with victims , to intemperance. , You 
.would see the vaults, in which the > dead are 
.deposited, hung round, with the trophies of 
luxury, drunkenness^ and sensuality. Yes; ao 
numerous, are the. martyrs to iniquity, that, 
where war and pestilence have slain.their thou- 
sands, intemperate pleasure, has. slain its. ten 
thousands. . Moreover, besides bringing men to 
an untimely grave, it afflicts them with innu- 
m^able evils during their passage to it. Thine, 
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HBCiisiiaiHy, Ibou foe to baraan bapptneMr^ thioe 
are faded youth, and premature old a^; tbioe 
the enervated body aad enfeebled mind ; thine 
the longtraia of cruel diseases ; thioe the lost 
diameter, the dissipated fortune, the blasted 
hopes. Thy cup is at first savoury to .the ptk- 
iate and enchanting to the sense : but be, that 
^riaks deeply of it, shall find bitter dregs arise; 
shall stir up an impure and nosious sediment, 
firaaght vrith pestilence a»d exhaling destrac- 
tkm. 

*' Still," it is said, '' we have within us a 
strong propensity to rest in sensnal enjay- 
meats, a«d whence coows it, if it be not the 
work of nature?'' This must be briefly ej^ 
plained. Il is true, from our very infancy. We 
gvoan under the yolee of a tyrannical concof»^ 
4MM)ce, which presses oor souls coadnually 
dowi^ to the earth. We carry, as the aipostle 
laments, a luw in o«r members fighting against 
the law of our mind. But divine revdation 
teaches, that this a law of sin ; that it is n6t 
WIT natural proiduce, but a eoranspt and posious 
shoot, whfieh the evil spirit has engrafted on onr 
nature. The fetsd instinct tsJces its source, net 
in^fae constitution of our being, as it came out 
of tlie hands of our Creator; but in the dcgra^ 
-datioD' of our hearts^ by the iniquity of our first 
parent and our own scibsequent crimes. The 



iMf^ nmde all tbiog(9 for himsalff Nearer eoi^hl 
his wisdom implf^ot in ub incUnatioM, which 
^rs^w us from himaelf ; never could be bend to- 
^irds creatarea ibe affectioiis of a hearty which 
he desigped to consecrate to his own glory. 
^Plame not the work of God. It has been mar- 
red by iniquity. Quilty disobedience has dis- 
figured its beauty, has destroyed its goodly 
fornix But religion teaches us bow to repaic 
i4;s rains, 

liisten no more to the impious voice, wbiob 
tells you (hjat the inordinate lore of sensual in- 
dulgence is a natural passion, and that God 
cannot have made nature and religion at va-* 
riance. No, my beloved ftiends ; it i« not th« 
offspring of nature, it is cngend^ed by corrupt 
tion. Nature in i^ |;ennine state inspir^^ tbe 
love of happiness ; and therefore the . love of 
teoiperancQ, of order, of trvth> and of righteous- 
n^as, and not the love of sensv^lity* }f plea^ 
aitr^a of sense were to con^ituic pur happin^jas» 
it .would th^n be our duty tio qourt them witb 
all assiduity; Toluptuou$nesa wciuld then be a 
merits sensuality a virtue, inteoiperance an act 
of iJcAigion, concupiscence a bl^£»)ng^ These 
are the shocking consequence^^ that evidently 
foilow ft'om the lihertii^, doctrines of sensual 
gratiQcation: consecjuences whAfb confound 
reason, contradict every Biaxim of the gospel^ 
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would extinguish every virtue, and coudt^raci 
all- the designs of eternal wisdom. 

A second apology, for gratifying the senses^ 
and revelling in the enjoyments of this worlds 
18 drawn from the pretended innocence of the 
pleasures, which these things afford. I aHow^ 
my brethren, that there are many innocent plea-^ 
sures. I do not undertake to improve upon the 
gospel, nor attempt to add bitterness to truths^ 
which of themselves are sufficiently disgustidg 
to flesh and blood. There are gratifications of 
sense^ and sports, and amusements, which are 
allowable and necessary. Our affectionate Fa* 
ther in heaven hath attached a pleasure to 4he 
use of his gifts, for the gratification of his chil- 
dren^ Many delights there are in this worlds 
which are no ways incompatible with the obli- 
gations of a Christian life. ^ ^ 

But here lies the mischief: when Christians 
allege that their pleasures are innocent, they 
often give that s6ft name to that indulgence in 
the pleasures of the table, in which it is their 
pride and glory to obscure and almost extin- 
guish their reason, with the vapours of intoxi- 
cation ; or to surprise the easy disposition of 
their guests, and Itod them into guilty excesses: 
They call innocent that infatuation which at- 
taches them to the gaming table, insomuch that, 
amidst imprecations and blasphemies^ they ex- 
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pbsie to hazard the support of a family, the' iii-» 
beritanee of their children^ the property of their 
tradesmen or ci'editors, the patrimony of the 
poor and the consolation of the afflicted t-^in- 
nocenty those tioctumal assemblies/ which mo- 
desty and purity should neter enter ; in ivhich 
Caprice and appetite are instated it) Uncontrol- 
led command and boundless dominion; in which 
the outworks of chastity are at otice demolish^ 
fed, and vice rears her decorated front without 
a blush :-^ionocent, the delight . they take in 
heading. rooiances and novels, made up of a 
series of fictitious events, calculated to fill the 
fancy with ai thousand dangerous images, id 
corrupt a virgin-heart, and teach the arts of in- 
trigue. Yes ; they will allow themselves these, 
and many other such-like indulgences, and still- 
talk of the pleasures of wisdom and innocencie. 
Nay ; they can at last become so deluded, aS 
even to think these things are innocent : for the 
heart iti the ferment of the passions always 
sends up clouds that darken the intellectual 
43ight ; and a blindness of understanding is gra- 
dually brought on by the gratifications of vo- 
luptuousness. 

But admitting even, that your pleasures Ate 
really as innocent, as you may imagine them ; 
still do ydu think them free ifrom danger? Do 
you suppose, that you may enjoy them without 
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ipo.0p^nt? If y.ou iMiiMk \h^t, my bfiPffAt yow 

gipn t^»glft> hy J«8p§ Cbrwt, Tii€ gospel mr 
iitrucfB ws^ tl^at A CQntvwA^ cbaia ey^n of jqq^- 
q^^ pl^^&uf^s js QiHOJA^l ; that tke \^ p( ft 
(Jbri&ti^Q pust be a iprs^rfisir^ pipoo earth, waat 

\^ a ^iS^ of}»}ffmf, a lif<^ 9f use. and oot of fa^ 

c|pl9p^ repiwe^ ithat, if 9r»4ei|ce 4req<>nR}eD4 
9MM)fer^Q r^la|:3.tiOAI»* a round o/ aiDMSOR^nts 
iff k^pt pp pDly by inordiojat^ d^9ire. It tewhe» 
ys, l,hait wJ^at if; lai»r£i4 is opt aiways (^xpedi9»t; 
tbat la (CQipbatan^t >^bo <:o^t^pd^ for tb^ prize» 

ftbstajDs froffii all ti^mgf^ ; that be who aow8 in 

t|)e^^h shall reap mal^i^lioQ; that ?c?^ <ir< 
4ebffln^ npi tp t.hp Jlesfk fp ^ive ^^cording to tM 
fie$k^f(ir if we live acc^r^png t0 th^fi^sh w^ sk^ 
f^; tbait Jbe plea«qre» pf tbp earth are \i\^ % 
con ()agipi|S leprosy^ which w© can hardly touch 

yithoijit.becoroipg. qpclean; that tb^y i^atiobJa 

pertain fruits, which jare faar to ]tbe #y^,ftndi de- 
licious to the. taste, bM* witbio contaip se^rfs of 
ciestructioPf Yes, nay bjrethreo, and e^periepce, 
n^Iancboly experiepce, bas oft^n prpvpd, that 
these innocent pleasures, indulged without fre- 
^iieqt exernjise of se|f-gpvern«ient in abstaining 
from ^hena, lead to a precipice by a spppth and 
^.^^y deppent, Vir):ue Itjeing Ipss inqlioed tp sws- 

pect tbpip is les)^ Q\\ her guard. 
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The \<asd6to 6t Solbitioti, being lullea in the 
ti66ottt oi delights, soott lost the p6>^er to guide 
atid td f€gvt\iLt6 his ictioiis- iTierefot^, al- 
ttdiigh pl^a^ttfies, Bepkr^t^ly coni^idered, may 
fcfetidthet prdhibitfed n6t ddtigferou^, fet a cod- 
tinuani^e of them dianged theif nature. Conti- 
nually succeediiig 6ach otheit*, With little or no 
ittterval, they form a body of lidtions diametri- 
tkWj opposite to th^ i^piHt of a Chridtiab. jDoeis 
fiot the es^&ttiple of th<g fich imM desbrib^d in 
the gospel; ijbho ivan dothlsd in purple and Jim 
Un^n^ and feasted sufnptu&Usl^ eo^ day^ (Lukb 
^vi.) suffice to cotivince tis, that a life, in litrhich^ 
though yte perceive no crimes, We see no toor- 
tific^tion, is a prelude to desti*uction ? 

'Thll'dly; tber6 Are tnany persons Who t)&N 
suade fheujseltes, that, at a certain time df lifb 
&nd in certain situations, they are allowed to 
take part without reserve in' the pleasures and 
festivities, to which they are invited. But on 
what authority ? Is it on sotn6 Authority that Ji^ 
higher than that Of Christ Jesds ? I admit thAt 
th(!re aro styles of liviug suitable to different 
times, places, aud persons ; and th$t there are 
circumstances, in which charity requires that 
We joift iu the enjoyments of our brethren, it 
h good to seO men unite together in harniony 
and peace^ socially partaking of the gifts that 
havebeeu presented to them by him, who open-* 

P2 
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etb bis band and filleth with blesmngjerery 
living creature. * There is nothing in all this 
which wisdom censures. But it is an egregious 
error to imagine, that what prudence and chji- 
rity countenance in certain circumstances, may 
be miide the constant occupation of our timc^ 
at any age or in any situation. • 

Christians, the law of God commands^all men 
to live a laborious, self-denying life ; a life ia 
in which every passion and appetite is under 
due control, from habitual restraints. There 
is no season of life, there are no circumstances^ 
which ^ive a right to loose the reins to sensual 
indulgence. In effect, my beloved friends, 
what season shall we allot to sensual pleasures] 
The time of youth? The world wQuId have it 
it so. But that is the very time, when the pas- 
sions are most impetuous, and therefore need 
the strongest curb. Then virtue, which is yet 
delicate, and purity which is easily tarnished, 
must be guarded with greater care. Beside&i^ 
consecrated to God from the moment of our 
entering on our existence, would we reserve 
for him only the languishing remains of a life 
worn out in luxurious gratifications ? Oh ! shall 
the precious flowers, which grace cultivate^ 
from their early bud» be destined to serve as 
ornaments to a reprobated world ? 

Wiljl any condition of life exempt men from 
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ifte obligation of BdorttfyiDgtlieii^ sensual incli* 
nations? Which is it? That of the affluent and 
of those who are exalted in rank and power ? 
But are not they disciples of Jesus ; and as 
such have they not the same engagenients, the- 
same obligations that others bave^ the same as 
the lowest of their fellow-creatures ? Have not 
the rich, as well as the poor, renounced in their 
baptism the pomps and vanities of the world. 
They have, and as men of honour, let them not. 
dlently shift away* their promisei^. If they must 
be sensual, must be voluptuous ; let them de- 
clare aloud, that, having become rich and great 
they cease to be Christians : — that, having be- 
come votaries to a world of pride and luxury, 
they will no longer be disciples of their cruci- 
fied Saviour ; — that they think the superabun- 
dant favours, they have received from God, au- 
thorize them to violate their fidelity to him. 

Do the poor^ and the laborious part of the 
community wish to persuade themselves that, 
because their circumstances debar them, in ge* 
neral, from many sensual gratifications, they 
may be allowed, when they can obtain them, to 
riot in them without reserve, to indulge in every 
excess, as a compensation for past restraints? 
But let them remember, that Jesus hath placed 
them in the very situation, which out of hi^ in-^ 
finite wisdom he chose for himself, and desires^ 



to beMA and we^wiird i» thfim^Mi ^^h»»^ c«- 

hopes that are 6pll of umRaiitaM^. 

Qh! iiiypQQrfr¥W*lt,tfyQ«^*d hutl kmtW 
the gift of Go<k yoi# woojilil: bft^aillis goodri^Wl 

in kavipg plac^ y<H» ic^ ^ Iftnly st^lft ;i y^cM 

¥v:oiild rejpiae id a 8a;(9afMW,,wlNk;J^ 4m8i9«t:^^ 
pose you^ ta the alliurewe^ta o( those, la;K<i]i9*!l 
pleasares, that aiie8a.fotatt0 viilii^aiid taihl^r' 
pineal* Dq pot ivi^b la |^v«» 19 ytwrpii^iii^gm 
ta exppae y0i)E6elves< tp: ikMiIs^ AIm^) ^/en 
you see p^s^ps iaopulepcc^ pa#f|ifig 4^Q99Ha¥aH 
dioua and agrMabl^lifi^^. n^hOiSetoi U> hw^. QPi 
other occapatiQa, bat to sipdy ^11^ owore^se^ 
and who act, ^if they tbaiighftthat,,adiW a; fl»m 
iniiiQtes gijueoi tp prayer,, they sM5qmrQd*,Tigfet> 
to let the reiiKModiirri of tb« c)»y,g^t4« ^\(m^ im 
a soft yipissitadp oCfrivo^qsrapiaseBieptp^ ypu 
call them, happy, you^vipw t^QH^with ap epvi^ 
Qus eye, ypu \fish tp he Ufce. tp thiSfPt B^ft 
trqly you kiopMrrnpt what you de^^q. J^s^yoiif 
^re ip^u. called, to ^i^fj^t qverl^sti^g IlH'pipQs^i. 
your lot viewed; iut the ligb^ of divipe retelatioii, 
is more fortauate thau thpirsC You>haye less» 
tp struggle with, less to combat^ fewer di^P^l-- 
lies, fewer temptatipps. They can be sa;vedt 
only by poverty of. spirit, apd selfrdepial ; and| 
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the same virtues >¥i)l save you, though to you 
they are certainly of much more easy acquisi- 
tion. 

To conclude, my brethren, the kingdom of 
heavi^ti.scriffeM .violditctf :^ M ^th (Md Hi^i^fore 
take up his cross daily and follow Jesus. Let 
the pleasures of sense atid the innocent enjoy- 
ments of the noplA \m ewplayed) occasionally 
as a refreshment on our journey to our heaven- 
ly country ; but let the spirit of self-denial be 
ever kept alive in our souls :* for self-denial i^ 
ihe necessary guar(}ia» of inoocenc,e and spfjng 
of virtue, and without innocence there is.nd joy, 
without virtue no happiness. Follow Jesus, in 
the ivarf, whidi his wiiddond haan^afked dut'for 
yttu* Atfttehtid tohim, your iiilttitortaP spirit 
Witt disdsiity the ti^tittiettt frleasufei^, whicft herd 
imit&yoM, and tbe'brilliaiit, btrt airy phantoms; 
\v4iieh fleet before yottt sight, and wifl constant-^ 
ly took fo*wai«d to true and everfesting^ Trf&J 
lighf, glory and felicity. 
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oradtaefed to your ssprenei )k>ur owl^ iM^i^ 



Id order to fo? m to yourseWtd an a^cufate 
notion of the natttre of repenteMe^ y<iu lili)!Bt 
eoindder it as a jodgment, whMi the ^vatet 
passes od hiiaself. A true peniteori ascends; 
as it were, the tribuoad of his onm mtddf ; cites 
his own heart to appear bdore liun<; heeoftidS 
his o wo proaecotor ; bears witaeSB agailii^ hiiti^ 
self; and, in concluinonr, animated by ^ t^\ 
Sav justice; prrondaaces his own coadem^afjiM.' 
This is a jost and adequate idea of Christiaii 
penance. 

The sinner, consequently, ih the' aet of re* 
pentance^ is doiog the office of Ood bis Sdve-^ 
reign Judge, by passing judgment oii lifi^ <iwri 
actions : therefore, in the first ptace, be itmst 
judge himself in the ^sue nsanner, that he know ^ 
his God will judge him. Secondiy v as he iisi 
not deciding the case o4f another, but o^ bitti^lf, 
he nnist be espectaUy on his guard ag^iifst^ bl^' 
low]f% himself any partial indulgeaee. , Tltrd*' 
ly; since from his judgment thetid li^ -ent apu 
peal to a higher tribunal ; he m«se prcK5eed 
with the most inflexible equity. 

First ; he is doing the office of 6bd, ih pass-' 
itig judgment on hk^ own a^i6as: and thei-6fore| 
must judge: hini»elf with Aat ja&tiee and seve^ 
fity, with which God^ will judge him. When 



tb^ Iiord extend^ his iiievcies to^ ihe lepeatias 
aioner, h^ entarf into a kind of GOveBut wilb 
tb« criminalr-^a coreomt which may be ex-^ 
prised io these terms : y It ia necessary eithe* 
Ibskt you condemn and punish yourself, in; tbi§ 
lij^ or be oondemned and punished eteroaUyi 
in tbQ life to come. The choice is given you. 
Condemned you must be ; fpr every sin mnst 
be followed: by cinicKifninatiQn. But» if y^Mf 
judge yo wise^Yes now, you shaU be n? Ipngei; 
amenable at my. tribunal : if you refuse U^ da 
it|. orif jQu do; it; partially and unjurtly, I wiU 
xesume soy rights^ afid take into my own hand« 
the e2(ecution p£ vengeanc^e^" Sn^h is the eo^ 
Yei^ajpjb oi God with his rebdlious people : a coi 
Tcmaot repeatedly announced to' them by hia 
prophets, in the ancient testament, and declared 
to us by St PauU whea he says : J^ we woh14 
Judge aur^eb)es, we should not be judged. 1 Cor< 
Xh 31. 

Proceeding therefore from thiis infiubitablf 
principle, what should be our ideaa and s^n(i«» 
ments, when,)fe are about to prepare ourselves, 
by repentance, for celebrating thie approaching 
solemnity with becoming dispositions? Ger-r 
tainly, each one should say to himself: Whea 
I exawne intQ the state of my conscience^ witl^ 
a view to uniibld it at the tribunal of pens^pqe^j 
I am to do thaV which otherwise God will dp»» 
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OB tint tremendoas day, when I most stand' 
before him: and of what kind will his jadgment 
be t Ah ! no clond will obscure it, no passioir 
%ill bias, no interest will corrupt it. He will 
employ in it all the penetration of his eternal 
mind, and all the integrity of his holy will. Na 
secret stain, however cautiously and artfully 
covered over, will escape his piercing eye. 
What then must I do ? I must doubtless apply 
myself wi h the utmost assiduity to become 
thoroughly acquainted with the condition of 
my souly I must lay open all the secret folds, 
and unravel all the intricacies of my heart. I 
must probe to the very bottom all the wounds 
of my conscience; and this I must do with de-^ 
termined resolution, however it may be painful 
or excruciating to my natural feelings. I must 
consider this work of self-examination, as the 
most serious and important business of my life, 
and employ about it all the powers of my mind. 
I must consult neither the prudence of the flesn^ 
nor the policy of the world. Regardless of the 
ideas, manners^ fashions, and customs of men, 
and superior to my own prejudices, I must listen 
in respectful silence to the voice of my con- 
science, and to the solemn determinations of my 
feith and of my religion. I must then take into 
my hands an even balance ; not the deceitful 
balance, which is usualty employed by the chiU 
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dreD of men ; but the balance of the sanctuary^ 
in which I must be one day weighed^ and by 
Tnrhich if I be proved deficient, I shall be eter- 
nally lost. 

Behold, my beloved friends, the only secure 
method, by which you can conduct yourselves 
in this great concern. But if you flatter your^- 
selves even at this sacred tribunal ; if you use 
dissimulation with yourselves ; if* you keep lip 
a secret correspondence with the favourite ob- 
ject of some criminal passion ; if you (qualify 
your sins, agreeably to your own inclinations, 
palliating some, disguising others^* giving to 
some the appearance of a good intention, co- 
vering others with the pretext of an unfortunate 
necessity ; if, in order to avoid a discussion 
that would give you much trouble, you content 
yourselves with a precipitate, cursory view, and 
rather overpower and stifle the difficulties of 
your consciences, than clear them up; — ^if this 
be your mode of proceeding, oh ! your repeijt-, 
ance is a mockery of heaven, is an insult to 
eternal justice, and is perhaps the greatest of 
your crimes* . 

That you may avoid such horrible prevarica- 
tion, fervently beg of God, with holy David, 
that he will never permit you to open your 
hearts to the suggestions of the ^vil spirit, or of 
your own corruption, which would prompt you 
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to febricate excuses for your goilt. Ihave cried 
out to thee, O Lord, hear me : hearken to mif 
boice, when I cry to thee c-^ifUiKne not my he(trt 
to evil words ; to make excuses in sins^ with men 
that work iniquity. Ps. cxI. 

Ofa ! let us not be of the namber of those 
Who, when they go to the minister of Crod, ac- 
knowledge that they are indeed addicted to 
buch a particular vice, but say that it is a weak* 
ness in them, which should be compassionated, 
rather than blamed ; that it is the eflect of con* 
stitution, or ofa habit which they cannot suf- 
tnount. Let us not pretend to extenuate our 
^nilt, by alleging that there is a contagion in 
the world, which we cannot guard against ; that 
ours is the misfortune of all that live id society; 
that a person must be out of the world, to 
avoid such crimes as those with which we are 
charged. No, my brethren, let us judge our- 
selves according to the rigour of justice, that 
the Lord may be glorified in our humiliation. 
Let us say to God, with the royal penitent, in a 
spirit of sincere compunction t O JLord, be thou 
merciful to me : heal my soul^ for 1 have sinned 
against thee. (Ps. xl. 5.) YeS, we have sibned 
against the Lord. We have no right to accuse 
either our natural dispositions, our passions, or 
the violence of temptations. It was our duty 
to curb our passions, and, when we dhose, we 
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vn^ knew how to do it Very frequently the 
paseioQ, which homed us to acts of rebeHioa 
against (God, had no asoendancy oyer us in pre* 
judice to our worldly interests : it was pliant 
and submissive to our reason, when we dreaded 
the consequencee of it before men. We could 
check its rallies, and overpower itfi violence, 
when we thought it endangered our reputation, 
oor health, oi\our property. It were dissimu- 
lation, to lay the blame on the temptations, to 
which we have been exposed in our intercourse 
with the world. The world could have no 
power over our minds and hearts^ but such as 
We consented to give it. Many times we have 
disregarded it, to gratify ourselves ; a thousand 
times, either from vanity or capriciousness, we 
have emancipated ourselves from its dominion, 
and set ourselves above its laws and its customs. 
Oh I if we had loved God, as much as we loved 
the good opinion of men ; as much as we loved 
our health ; or as much as we loved the perish- 
able goods of the earth ; the world, with all its 
contagion, could never have infected us. 

I said, in the second place, that, as in the 
judgment, which constitutes an essential part 
of Christian penance, we are deciding our 
own case, we must be especially on our guard 
against allowing ourselves any partial indul- 
gence. There is inherent in us a strong natural 
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propcfDsity towards teDdering and flattering dtrr^ 
selves: and consequently the holy severity of 
repentance must counteract all the etforts, and 
dissipate all the illusions of a too complacent, 
and overweening self-love* 

If the business were to judge the conduct oC 
another, to pronounce on the actions of out 
neighbour, we should need no exhortation ta 
severity. In such cases, we are apt to be even 
too exact, too much inclined to censure and 
condemn. But when we are ourselves the party, 
ourselves, for whom we have so much tender*' 
ness, and such infinite delicacy of feeling, our-^ 
selves, whom we so much idolize, we cannot be 
too often admonished to carry our scrutiny to 
the utmost exactness. To how many illusions 
shall we be otherwise exposed ! How many, 
crimes shall we leave entirely unnoticed! How 
many others only half discovered! Let us diffide 
in ourselves. Let us look. on ourselves with a 
suspicious eye. With all our precautions, we 
shall be but too much duped by the artifices of 
self-love, which insinuates itself every where,, 
v^ith a subtlety, which it is almost impossible 
to elude* 

The third reason for the necessiity of our pro- 
ceeding in the business of self-judgment, with 
the most inflexible equity^ is drawn from the 
circumstance of our judgment being only a 
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jodgtuent, i/vhich is inf<^ior and subofdihate;- 
It jtMigmetit, irom: which there lies an appeal to 
a higher tribiiQiaU where its deficiencies will b^ 
sopplibd, c and its abiisesjnfaUibly corrected « 
We nkist/all at length appear before the awiul 
tribunal of God's sovereign justice, where the 
Almighty I, who, in the pre-emineuce of his dig* 
Hity and power» is the Judge of all judgn^nts» 
will revise and reform the sen ten ce, which we 
shall . have pronounced .on ou rsel ves. When. I 
shall take a time^ saith the Lord, I will judge 
justices. P^. 74» . ^ . . > 

'■ We. may think ourselves in a state of security, 
ill consequence of our imperfect, or only, pre- 
tended repentance ; we may imagine th,at'Our 
kind of half declarations of our sins to the mit 
nister of Christ, are so many acts of justice to 
<3od; ^but he. will shew us that tbey are enorr 
inousf injustices, of which he will demand from 
us ^ a strict account. Oh! my friends, what 
"will it' then avail us to have so.much spared and 
flattered ourselves ? — ^to have applied to those, 
directors, who, we supposed, woiild be the 
most lax, easy, and compliant, and thus to 
have made them accomplices to our crimes? 
-What profit shall we derive from their conde^^ 
ficepsions,. and from the precipitate absolutions 
which they shall have pronounced on us ? Will 
God ratify them? Will that which they have 
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preUnded to Idoaen 6a ^BLrtb; t^tiw^w^ d§^ 
pArtiog from thd rales iif ih0 sfi^pfil, ypi^l H bg 
loosened in heaven? Nq» cdctaibly. 7he tril^. 
ul of penance, in which th^ preside, joi ind^ 
a iribmial of mercy ; hot of tfte mere j of Opd^ 
not of their mercy, nor of onrs. If^ ftoni a wjiiil 
of retioiution, they suffer their mercy tojvittf r 
fere ; or, if, from the voluntary blindneto of o.«ur 
understandings, or the corroptioil of our heatttfk 
we are indulgent to our vices ; I repeat it^ foiy 
brethren, we must passirdm this tribunal of the 
mercy of God, to the tribunal offals jUsticei'SQ^. 
of a justice, ^\Ach mercy shall riot soften. The 
sucpesisors of the apostles in the sacred ministry 
have! only a del^ated power, dependent, to to 
its efficts, on the cmiditions, to itUch Christ 
Jesus hadi annexed them : and tfaerefote^ if oiir 
hearts-be not right before God, all they c^b do 
for iis. will at best b6 useless, nay and. it may 
serve ]to increase diir blindness, and add, in 
its consequences, to the measure of bur ini*- 
quilies. 

' My brethren, you am now, I trust, suffi? 
ciently informed by what means you iaM to 
))repare the ways of the Lord. The viewiof yout 
manifold trangressioiis will fill you with timf- 
ble, pain, and sorrow ; your hearts will melt 
wjth holy 4^smpuoction, and yoar countenance 
i»e Walij^ed wiih 4he« tews 6f contritiofi : blessed 



fW'sft^ jpy. ypsr Sfavioiiu- Joyingly s^ejtc^s 

4Mii bifi M^ ^ 'fP^V^ y^i*^ A^ ^'^ embraces, 
f nd i|) repdy ^ enjidj yoj? with his gi^. iyh«t 
a coijafoft YiU i* bf? fc) yof r souls to li>e e^^ 
of t^ ^eayy ^eigbt by ^which th/ey have beea 
pq Icpg pppressedj Ip^o^ wiU your hearts ex- 
fflt i^ Christ Jesuf, ^^hei^ y/^ shall have made 
Mn? yp»r proi^c^r ap«l a^fclwflate friend! 
P9W S*^Jf will ypu?: Hfrite floyr, ^h^ t^ 
^igbtpf Iji? Q<^^pfesan<^vsl?ay beam upw y<»?, 
' a^d ^8 glor J ^^l 8^1^ all aroiaiijd y^aa { Oh ! 
did sinners but know how much they lose, when 
t^y withdraw 4;hainselves froo) the ways of 
Goyi, ?nd throw off his swee^ ao^ ea^y yokp, 
»P lafffifffj np padips, i^or jlpri^nt^ would haw 
9omef ^9 phec^ their ardour ^f r^s^ij^g his 
favour* 

^lof^, my belayed fiicmd^, hasten to bring 
fv^tkfi^*^ worthy of repp^tance : for th^eHng- 
49P^of(Sod is at fumd* Tkp kingdom of Qo^ 
i^ at h^D^; becaijise we are afaoi^tly ito cele- 
brate the mystery of his unspeakable love, ip 
,the inqarqiajtion of hfs ete^al Son. The king- 
jAofn of God is at hand> W agpther sense like- 
wse, and perhaps nearer jnuch than we ima- 
gine. Frequently, in the sacred oracles, the ap- ^ 
piy>2icih of thje kingdom qf Gqd signi,$es the iernpi 
of O^ur earthly e^icistence, and the t.rc)ineKdoufi 
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jadgment, which will indtantly follow it. To 
take it in this sense, to how many m this 
assembly is it now very near ; to how many, 
who think it yet far removed ! If be, in 

whose hands are life and death, were this 

• • « 

'moment to mark them ont to me ; and if I 
conld say to each of them: My dear friend, 
you, who are now at yonr ease and Uncon- 
cerned, must set yonr conscience in Order ; for 
to-morrow you shall die : this is the last warn- 
ing with which you will be favoured. Oh ! if 
' I said this, and they were certain I had received 
a revelation to that effect ; there is not one! that 
would not be instantly converted, not one that 
would not directly break off every criminal en- 
gagement, not one that would not submit most 
willingly to all the austerities and rigours of 
the severest penance. Ah ! Christians, and 
why will yon not do now what, in that case, 
you would do so eagerly ? . Have you any. secur 
rity against the inconstancy of life, iSLud the un^ 
certainty. of the hour of your death ? Is it cefr- 
tain—Nay, is there a well-grounded hope, 
that you will hereafter have time and grace for 
doing penance, if you neglect it now, whed you 
can do it, and when the father of mercies so prc«- 
singiy exhorts you to doit? The examples of 
so many, whom death has surprised in the 
midst of their sins — examples very rece&t, exam- 
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pies among your acquaintance, examples in your 
own family — do they not terrify you? Have you 
forgotten them alreaidy 1 Where^there is one de- 
laying sinner/ th&t finds time at last for repen- 
tance, are tbjpre not a hundred!, that find it not : 
and out of a hundred, that do find time, is there 
not reason to fear, that scarcely one repents sin- 
cerely and from proper motives ? Oh! then turn 
to the Lord instantly, or perhaps all will be lost. 
This i& the greatest blessing that I can ask for 
you ; and this may God of his infinite mercies 
be pleiased to bestow* . 
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on the coni^olations of 
repkntAnce. 



Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight. — Luke iii. 4. 

Listen, my brethren, in awful silence, listen 
to the precursor of your Redeemer, who at the 
command of the Most High, coming forth from 
his austere retreat in the desert, makes the hills^ 
the lakes, the plains and the rivers re-echo this 
warning voice: Do penance : for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand. (Matt. iii. 2.) Yes, my 
beloved friends ; if we have sinned against the 
Lord, now is the time to bring forth fruits wor- 
thy of repentance — now, when the clouds are 
about to rain down the righteous one, and the 
earth to bud forth a Saviour — now that Jesus 
comes to us smiling in clemency and love, and 
with ardent wishes to effect our reconciliation 
withliis heavenly Father, and to reinstate us in 
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tb^ {i08lnMiiM'^«U'tfae Meseit^* that flm^OMi- 
.neeted il^itii Ids protectiop aii4 friendeihip. » 
- Bu t:ald6 1 the greater piart of p»err are deaf to 
[tbisadAibattion, tbciagh it h^s «p often been ro- 
pdated ^ imd fi^aring tfas^t aooie pf you may Jte 
of ^ai lihha|ip]r niiabei*»I yvU)/ t^^^ayi od- 
deavour to rouse you from this state' of iasiet)- 
4ibitity both to the' attraiCtiansaiid to the fue- 
4iaeefi df your Saviour. Fpr this lead, it is nfih 
^cimary it^ «boUld eSKamii^y wb^nci^ tbe delay 
of repcafabee uiiitaUy proceedis; apd» an«'tiep«* 
iutpectioo of tnen's sentibieDts, ^e>diacover tlia^t 
it bi%iilates in due or other of two iUusious, 
l¥hieh are opposite ia their nature, but ita their 
cbmequeDoes oqfiially destructive. By tbeioae 
fDea are so far ispoaed <Hi, as to oPnaider tbe 
weric of tbeir oootersioD, in tbe light of al- 
most a mere formality, which maybe gone 
ihmugh at la&y time ; wliicb consists c^ deolar- 
iug^ tlttir traogressi^His td tbe minister of God; 
in a c«fsory inaiider^ excitiag aome transiwt 
^eotimeiits of sorfow, and Aiakit^ some w€^k 
attemplts at resokrtioa : Mritbout usiog towards 
tbemselTea that i^lr^rity^ wbicb goes to theroot- 
ifig out of oveiry unllsiwfttl affi^tiou^ aPd to a tor 
tel reforBaatiod in tbe system of tlieir lives. 

The other iUusida leads them to the opposite 
extreme, repreteots this duties aud labour i of 
Cbf istiao peoance as olost tdjsgusting and (ri^htt 
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fu\ objects t paints repentancie before ^^ir ftiti- 
cy under the darkest and most horrid imageB, 
and describes it, as the despair of human weak- 
ness ; so that terrified by tbes^ false ideas and 
foroiidable phantoms, they continiially d0la|r 
their conrersion to a distant, and still a more 
distant time. 

The first of these errors I confiited last Sun- 
day; nay I have often repeated to you, id oppo- 
sition to the impudent calumniesof those, who 
revile our rdigious tenets, that without «iin^ 
cere compunction, without a change of heart, 'a 
reformation of conduct, and cfffectual desires 
of inaking reparation for every wrong which 
you may have done, your confession is unavail- 
able, and the absolution you receive is nugatory 
and vain ; because it is not ratified by tlye n&^ 
vereign Judge. 

The other erroneous notion I will endeavour 
to extirpate this day, bringing forward/for that 
purpose, the example of an illustrious penitent, 
whose conversion is recorded in the sacred writ- 
ings. By what you shall behold in her'I trust 
you will be convinced, that although repentance 
seem a gloomy, discouraging business, yet to 
the truly penitent light quidkly rises up in 
darkness — that the tears, the sorrows and se- 
verities of repentance will open for you a source 
of pleasures— and that, in your reconciliation 



^ N 



«33 

^ith Jestis, yon will findttbat bappinesd, which 
you have sought for in vain, through ^all the 
wauderiugs of iniquity. 

1. Chme tomef saith our gracious Redeemer^ 
Vome to me; aU you . that' labour, and are h^avy 
laden, and Twill refresh you. Come, you.^t^t 
are wearied out in. the pursuits of iniquity V^^ 
up my yoke upon you, und learn of me ;— and you 
shall ^nd rest to your souls. (Mat^ x. 28.) This 
tender and affecting invitation is .addressed to 
every criminal soul, and the promises annexed 
to it were all fulfilled in Magdalen, whom I this 
day present before you, as the model of peniteats. 

An unlawful love was her first and her pre^ 
dominant passion, and. the impoisoned spring 
of all her subsequent wretchedness. The ob- 
jects of her attachments were dissolute, corrupt, 
inconstant, perfidious men — men ho way soltci* 
tous to make her happy, but intent only on the 
gratification of their vicious passions — men, in 
whom the gratification of passion is sure:to be 
followed by contempt for its unfortunate object 
— 'Creatures, with.whose weaknesses, and whose 
artifices and.villanies she was Well iacquainted^ 
whom she knew to be totally unworthy of her 
regard, and to w.hom she adhered, more from 
necessity and the unhappy inveteracy :of habit, 
than from any independent choice of her reason 
and determination of her will. 
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BMioid, my Methreii, in this vile almvdry;' to 
wIdcK Bh^ was. ledoiced/an ex&fct image df th€ 
coodition of your own sonls^ ia long as they wt 
under the dominion of any hiwless pafision. 
Yon promised yonrselvek hqapioess, in throw- 
ing off the yoke of God's commandinents ;' 16 
yielding to the insidious attractions of vice ; in 
indulging tiie full riot and iutoxicatixm of the 
sehse^. But^ver^ soon ycm experienced, like 
Magdalen, that it was all a base impositidn— ^ 
that you were deceiTed by fUse appearances-r~» 
that croatures could not iuUce yoti happy r ^d; 
after having for a seties of years {iursued air^ 
phantoms of fidicity, which still invited you on, 
and still eluded all your hopes, yon atre fdrcefl 
to sit down in bitliemess df soul, weeping-dvte 
this melancholy truth; that all the cbtnfetrts, 
you promised yourselyes from the embraces of 
giiilt, have ended in vanity and uflKctiOtt of 
spirit. 

Bilt the rapeo'tence of Miagii^dten united Uer 
to Christ Jesus, in wfadm she* instantly disio^ 
ver^. abundant delights for her mintf^ and 
charms for her heart: She finds the ^first cdn^ 
soIktioD^ tfaat'iows frditi her repentance, in the 
love of Jesuit, a lore so wami, so generous;, uo 
nobly disinterested, so difierent from the pro^ 
fane affections, by whieh she bad hitherto beeo 
captivated. Yes, ihy beloved friends; be but 



^ii^iMf c(^vei'l^ (6 ybur S^kftottTrdfld: bis 
gnicei wmm ^Ulb&iy dlS^ldyed b^ftf^e'ybur 
VaVilh'e^ ^t. in biid y6u ^^U fiita the pteni- 
tddg dF\i^ki)»m, Ifie Bdur^e bf neVery bfieasiag. 
Wiig ^Kal ejl;q[uiMte ftt^aitii-e ^iA ywartBtod 
Vtrefl dil tHe (bobl^^kLUbtl of his k*^! The 
Ihori yd1l^>!j^. % ^d 6bfey it^ ii)j&doti0rls, tUb 
*&wk fhn m\{&m6f^r\is sublimity siad btoaty. 
thd vabi^fM IdVe hira, lfa6 diiob tir6Vthy>(rfn 
ydtt fibd hik df ybttk' Ibm Otil kb with thb 
p^&im Mp^in ttt Jm», the tNi& fli«ifti of 
^dii¥ ^oal; tie !i kll i^s^^ii^r« to priiiinote 
yfifli- t:»rtsent aWl ybdr^te»flal iirtepeists. Fdr 
%&is^ he ts bdfti iatb the "^oriti. f of tms', fa& 
%ii^fice^ iii^ i«p6be, Ms %Ohb»l'; dtid his piU- 
"iAdvi^ tifbi Al¥eddy, in thie bthiildanee of his 
^IgVeib, he tkafft di^titif oti^htid fttx itbfh thoir- 
s^dds ot Vo^i- lelld^-crieatilt'^d, by bi^ifi^ftg yOU 
to th^ knf^WIe^gb 4f{ hio^elf dbd of his dl^trhieil, 
and by presiiag ydU Wif to «ome ahd ffepOSe ib 
bhf &8S&eti6ndie hViSbHA. Hb watitd aQthidg ^om 
fihi bM be desfg^g Id h^^tdW bpbn ybb gifljl, 
\&hi((!h Will 8ti¥pgss all yoVlf d«si^ iand bobe^ji- 
1\^na. • t)h ! ^inb^, h^w lii^bg trWyCi^b tobtfbbe 
1^ lovie yidatf o^n iMs^ids ? It (^dtlot toil ym 
\ix6fe ifcfiihh add ^&ita ^ breftfe yoUt crilnlittd 
V^ib^, tb^ it 4o(^6't0 c^Wy thete. Th6 res 
§tt^ints ef viMWeAbd ibbttoebcif^Will bdt^ cbnb<»t 
bi^ ^Oi^ galling thab %he '^rvitude df yoat 
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fihiiirtiil fMsiMs, Come tfaea to Je^nsmtfk^ 
ovl delay : corner aod 60^ rest to yonjt oouls. ^ 
SecoocHy, 10 the coaree of her iniqjaitoiis car 
lev, Bfa^aleo had beea.c^mpeUed to make 
DMiiy.ncrific^Sy that shocked her ianate aepf^ 
of rectitade, Ti<dated her hoaoar, iavad^ ^F 
libarty« aad were ia direct opposUioa to the 
dictates of hw reasoo : and. in retujHi, she met 

4 

with nothing but ingratitqde^ and evep upbrai^- 
iDgs aad iojoriqas tan^tmjmt from the very pev- 
soas iw whom she had thas d^raded and; vili- 
fied the native <Ugnity of her being: Such is 
the general conduct of the world. The mor^^ 
yoi^ comply -mih its desires and give it aa 
ascendancy^ the more crudly wiU it tyrannize 
.over yon. The excess of your attachment to 
it, and of your endeavours to please it, wiU 
,only diminish in its eyes the merit of yoi^r serr- 
vices, and make it assume a right to demand 
.from you still greater humiliations. 

The experience of suqh uqgrateful treatn^Rt 
,had often wruqg her soul with excruciating 
anguish. But, when she attached herself to 
Jesus, she found that the smallest of her en- 
.deavours to please him was remarked,, was 
praised and amply rewarded. The pharisee 
attempts to depreciatci her conduct; but our 
Redeemer undertakes her defence. Dost thou 
see, said he, this woman ? As if he would have 
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said : l)ost thou know the merit of th6 sacri- 
iBces that she now offers tome?- "t)6st thou 
comprehenci the force arid ardoiir of her love ? 
S^ hatk washeid! my feet with tears^ dnd wiped 
them with her hair c-^since ^he came in^ sJi^ hath 
not Ceased to kiss my feet : — wherefore I say to 
thee: Many sins are forgiven her, for she hath 
loved much. {Tjxxke vii. 44.) He counts every 
sigh, every tear, every emotion of her heart. 
Nothing which sh^ does for him can escape 
his afiectionate attention. He no longer sees 
the stains of guilt with which she had been de- 
filed. He seem s( to forget, that her life' had 
been filled with crimei^ and abominations. He 
sees only her tears, and the tender marks of her 
compunction^ Thysins^ 6aith he, di'e foi'given 
thee— Thy faith hath made thee safe, go in peaces 
Ibid. ' 

Oh! Christians, thus will ydu likewise find 
in yout repentance a source of delights. How 
great will be your comfort, when you shall be 
able to say to yourselves : Hitherto I have loved 
only vanity, and been employed in seeking after 
a lie. My days and years have produced only 
fruits of bitterness. My disquietudes, solici- 
tudes,*and pains, have all been lost, and quickly 
efl^iced, even from the memory of those whom 
I have so much laboured to serve and gratify. 
My attentions, my tenderbesses, my benefits. 
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Ifave been repf yed wiA ^igr^Uadf . 9f(^ hep 
forth it wi}l not bq ^us M^jtb nie. Wbateym \ 
sh^l do io the service of my (prefttor s|qd f^ 
deemer will be cafi^fiilly qpticed. !l^j i^^ 
denials, my prayers, my good works, j^p ^^H*: 
est offices of charity, the most tri^ipg^sacrifi^^^ 
of my inordinate appetites, my sjigh^, my ie^;l(^^ 
which I have so often shed in yain oy^ ^fiT^Ix 
misfoirtanesy all shall be written, ^itfi iiideljHdle 
characters, in tl|e boo||^ of life i ^^^^^8\^WJ. 
weakness apd corruption ipay w^ii^Ie wi^ ^cnf 
many defect^, these likefvise fviU ^d ^epfisiisf^ 
and efaced by tl^e ^race pf ^y Sayj,a;w> Nq?bv 
my days are real, full days^ djatys of bQQedic|CM>n; 
Now I labour, and I liire for ^terpityv - 

Tb«8^ my brethren, thn« sh^II your it^sjlie th^ 
swe^ness which is the frus^ of ri^btepi^sness \ 
thns enjoy that peace which the world can^nof 
^ five. Not biit wha^ y^qr fortner tf ansgreBsions 
will 'leave bf^hynd them some tjsrfprsin y^w 
)iaa|1»; ^Sometin^iss filled wijt]^ awfol id^e^s of 
the seventy of Qq^'P judgm€M(s, and locking 
bacjk with hoiror on y^^r p^pt iniq^f ties^ yoi| 
mW find yp«r spuj cl,a^d^<J i^^Ub d^on^ipg 
gloomiriess: b^t i^ Lord Jeftus, who oeca^ 
sipnally excite^ these p^ip^^i si^sationp, n? ^ 
Mut^ry ch^cfc for d*9SerpHS^|)r#»HDiptio^, w^| 
quickly c?.Un ypjur ^pr:P.he«§i()i\^ IJis cops^^lf 
ing vpi^e wfll yhisper to^ y<)»r heart: ^' Qk\ 
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tfioa of little Mihf why liast thou doubted^ 
Haye;l hol^ym tt> tbee siD&deDt miMrke of loy 
pc<%ctioii^ jEmil o£0iy aitaotioji tp tby lot^aifa? 
iUinemlier fapwimieh IhaF^ doiiQ tii^ bring lliee 
foaeJL to thid Md, to place thee id t\x4 p%sUiti» 
of gra€e:abd imaocence, when tbou beidM^ wmit 
dered so for away from the place i of thy tfni^ 
eojoymenls. Unless I tefideirl^ lov^d my sbee(>» 
I shottld not seek tbem with such pere^vei^nqe; 
1 do not go. so fiir in search bf therol tp let tb6i9 
afterward perisli beforemy ejfres. : Dd not difr 
fide in my goodiless^ Fear only the tepidity 
ttEkd inci^pstaricy of thine own heart; iud w^teb 
OTtf it wiitfa.»nremtttibg attebtion."^ ' 

Thirdly, let us consider that Uae penitefit^ 
wiMom I now eadiort you io imkate, bakl beii^obie 
infitmoos in ^he eyes of the world ; . \9M looked 
upon as a foul di^aice to her fatnily and fi^ds ; 
insionnidi, ik^ the pharisee was astonished ibM 
'Jfesas W4mld suffer berfo Temain at hv^ feelL 
He: spibe mthm Aimseif, Aayiug I Tkis ma% if 
iaiwere a prophet ^ waidd hmwsurahf}, wha and 
jviat tAis womeen is^ liiM tomxibeth' Mm, that she 
if a sinner. Ibid. 

Bach are the ifiragiss of ini(|Qity eren in tbiisi 
"wdrM. While tibe nmnners of Utie tintes autiuK 
rise wliale^er lias a tendaiey to bi^ng^on a ti^ 
^iousr eoiidtict, .tliey nerertheless aire sure to 
stamp that conduct withi^every mark; df uifaimy* 
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rhe world appiroTes* encooniges, atid applaudk 
the maxims, customs, and libeitiea which >ooi^*^ 
nipt the heart ; and then treats that corroptioa 
with the most nardenting severity. It excites 
all the dabgerons passions; and' theD>repro4 
bates their conseqaences. It would ihaveryda 
follow its '■ indecent modes and .depraved . ia-* 
shions ; and despises you, when.you haye done 
it. Its lascivious theatres resound i with the 
praises of impure love, it employs, every art to 
set it off and to give it a fieuBciriating^appearance; 
and with all this, its conversation is a continual 
and cruel satire on those, who have. been in-^ 
flamed by it, and who have given themselves 
up to the unhappy aflEection. . . 

These had been the disgraces, these the mi* 
series that had accompanied .the passions. and 
disorders of ^ Magdalen : but, by repentanqe, 
she gains a more valuable reputatipn, and a 
higher honour, than that which she had lost by 
her crimes. Jesus becomes her apologist, and 
her admirer. This sinful woman, whom, before 
no one could mention without. blushing, j's. now 
extolled by the unerring judge of merit, for the 
goodness^ of her beart, the generosity ! of her 
sentiments, and the purity and fervency .of her 
love. . She, whose scandalous life was the rcr 
proach of her city, is preferred before the severe 
and rigid pharisee. . . This womao,. whose name 
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iii leoncealed by Ihe evadgeKst, m tinwortliy to 
be ^onouneed, dad iiv%d is mtiafed only by fact 
er ifiies, is made by het repentance the glot y of 
Cbrist Jtesus, a precious iVoit of grace, the bo- 
nofir of the gospel, the joy of acigeis, and a 
model of sanctity to future generations. Oh ! 
admirable power of virtue ! 

Tes, my brethren ; your rtfpentance vffll mak^ 
you a spectacle worthy of angels and of God. 
It win regain your lost reputation ; restore you 
to your forfeitled dignity ; eflfkce those istains 
wirich the nmsharilableness of men would wish 
eret to •tepose. It will reunite you to the ser- 
vants of God, to the society of the righteous, of 
which before you were not worthy. It will call 
forth to view in you many laudable, respectable, 
ttwd amiiible q^ikaltties, which d^isorderly pas- 
fifions bad suppressed and etifled. Your re-' 
pentani^e will open yotit mind to the Itght of 
wisdom ; will make your heart glow witii every 
pdeaisurabli^ affection ; wiU give eas$6 and Bgb t^ 
nesB to yonr spirits ; will preserve your healtb; 
which vietactt indulgence always impairs ; wit! 
prblong your present life and make it abound 
with btesfiiings-^blessings which shall be ^ pre*' 
lude to inhmortal felicity. 

Surely then, my beloved, you will no longer 
be deaf to the calls of divine grace, to the voice 
of J^scrs, who so kindly invites you to pst an 

VOL. I. R 
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end, at ouce, to your shame and to your tron- 
bles, by atoning for your crimes ; and to enter 
09 the possession of the inestimable rights and 
privileges that belong to a Tirtaous man. What 
is it that can make you hesitate ? Are you 
alarmed at the idea of the severity of repent- 
ance ? Oh I you have seen in the case of Mag- 
dalen, of the prodigal son, and in a variety of 
other instances, that to those v^ho begin to seek 
him and to turn to him he is all meekness, cle- 
mency, and love. . A$ I live, saitA the Lord 
God J I desire not the death of the mcked^ but 
thcU tlie wicked turn from his way and live. 
Turn ye^ turn ye^ from yotir evil ways: and 
why will you die^ O house of Israel ? Ezek. 
icxxiii. 11^ 

Yes ; the ministers of the gospel shall declare 
the justice of the Lord ; but they shall not cease 
likewise to declare his mercies. By our sins 
we contract an infinite debt; but, by the. aid of 
his grace, we are enabled to discharge it ; be- 
cause he gives us wherewith to pay .it. The 
severity of repentance is a yoke, a yoke heavy 
and painful to the natural man : but, when we 
bend our necks to it, he assists us to carry it, 
he carries it with us. It is his spirit, according 
to the expression of the apostle, that weeps in 
us, that prays in us, that labours in us; be- 
cause^ to place us in a condition to go through 
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these exercises of repentance, he raises us above 
the infirmity of our nature. 

Come then, my beloved friends. The world, 
which knows not Jesusi imagines, that he makes 
those who attach themselves to him uneasy,^or- 
rowful, and wretched. But his servants know, 
his servants experience, that he is the most in- 
dulgent of masters, the most t^ider of parents, 
the roost munificent^of all benefactors. They 
experience that many heart-felt consolations 
are found in that narrow path which l^ds them 
on to the eternal delights of theworld to come. 
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SERMON V. 

SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY. 



PN man's REteMPTION. 



When tkeffdne^ 4^ the time Ufos came, God sent 
Ms San^fmideqfa wamaa, made under the law: 
that he might redeem them who were under the 
law: that we might receive the adoption of 
sons. — ^Gal. iv. 4. 

• 

St. John, the beloved disciple, the eagle of 
the evangelists, taking his rapid flight above the 
clouds, contemplating the divinity of Jesus in 
the bosom of the Father, glancing beyond the 
limits of time and creation, to seek him who 
called time and all things into existence^ and 
announcing his eternal generation, breaks out 
into raptures of admiration, such as are natural 
to a mind overpowered by the greatness of its 
object. In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
All things w&e made hy him : and without him 
was made nothing that was made. (John i.) His 
career is from eternity to eternity. Before the 
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angels were created { heSote the world was 
drawa' out of notbiiig ; before Ae ba^d of the 
Oamipotent had laid the fouDdatioas of the 
earth; before chaos^ darkness, aad ligbt: In 
the beginmng was the Word^ 

Encompassed, as we are, with these mortal 
bodies, oar eyes eaiHiot look sfeedfastly on itfais 
brightness ; oor powers of perception are all 
e»feeUed ; we sink dowa before bis awlul mar 
jesty, captivating onr vaderstaadings jn obe- 
dience to faith, expecting the blessed tbne, 
wbea, onr earthly tabernacle being dissolved, 
his beauties aad peifections will an^ oar ¥a*< 
vished sight in a full blaze of glory. But ta (bei 
roeaa time, my brethrea, we are peimitted aadv 
ia vited to behold biai, ia a situatioa, which is 
aearer to a level with ourselves, la <:oude$€en* 
sioa to our infirmity, he graciously tempers the. 
rays of his transcendent brightaess ; he takes 
upon himself our nature ; be is madejleshi and 
dwells amongst u^. * In him isl^ef all t)ur know- 
ledge, strength, activity, aad virtue are derived 
from his gooduess, who delights to restore and 
embellish in us his own divine image. That 
life is the light of men^ says St. John, the true 
light f which enlighteneth every man that comet h 
into this world; a light more aecessary to our 
minds, than the light of the sun to our corpo- 
real sigbSt, Without it all that is in us ^ad 
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aroiind ui' is darkness and confiision, He^ 
brings ^ to iilt men sal vaition from God. In his^ 
bands are ei^ery blessing ; in bis heart tbe.most 
tender and generous lore. He desiries to eDrich 
us with bis gifts, to model ns afiter bis own^ 
example. 

Therefore, let ns hasten to meet him. Let* 
ns, in the first plac^, confetnplate the gifts' 
which hci offers, and receire them with all gi^- 
titnde and joy: secondly, let ns imbibe the', 
sentiments which be wishes to infuse into otir 
hearts. Thus shall his coming be to us a never- 

9 

fyfing Spring of comforts. And oh! tiaay the 
INvine Bpiritj the great Teacher of all Christian 
eloquence, enkindle, id you and roe, some sparks' 
of that Celestial fire, which inflamed the pro-* 
phets and apostles, when tbey spoke of Jesus 
Christ. . . 

First, my beloved friends, I invite you to fi^ 
your thoughts on the inestimable, the infinite 
blessings, for which we are indebted to Christ 
Jesus. To form a just cibnception of themy it* 
is necessary to consider the misfortunes that 

■ . • • • • * 

attended our origin ih the' j)erson of our first 
parent, and from him derived to us; and to con- 
trast with them the advantages, high privileges ' 
and felicities, which arcf annexed to our second' 
birth in the Saviour of the world. fFe were by 
mtttre children of^rctfh : (Ejih. iii 3.) • because * 
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the descendants of a criminal father. We bad 

» 

fallen from our adoption as sons of God, and 
were banished both from the earthly paradise; 
and from onr heavenly inheritance. Ift tllis ih« 
tuation, onr unfortunate days, wateried with 
tears^ and consumed in labour, would have been 
dragged along, in vain regret for the innocence 
and happiness, which w^ had* so quickly lost. 

Moreover, the blood of bur progenitor, vitiated 
by his disobedience to the divine command, had 
entailed on us a wretched inheritance of other 
miseries; clouds in our understanding, and dis- 
order in our hearts ; rebellion of oiir appetites 
against the dictates of our reason, iinp^tuosity 
of passion, ietnd raging concupiscence. Thus 
disfigured and de1>ased, the Creator no longer 
acknowledged his work. The earth, bverhm 
with disgraces and vices, presented to heaven 
only objects of indignation. The present time 
exhibited only a train of evils moving along in 
continual procesdpn ; the future could hold 
out no consolation ; because it could afford no. 
glimmering of hope. 

How could man ffatter himsdf, that days.so 
dairksome and distressing veould ever be suc- 
ceeded by dayd more serene, bright, akid joyous 
than those of his primitive innocence !— that the 
bands of a more ennobling alliance would re- 
unit^ him to his sovereign good, from whcnn he 
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IMIP^A to 4l^ Inr ever $epanUedW-4tiii a {iro- 

1^ Mfl^ to » Mw peoipla. a eiieaett t^M^atkuii 
t|i^4llO€fft of beaveii'ft taott tender qoiopktf)f qoe} 
Qh { H9 tiwtbTOiii \rliat ibmo 4arfd 09! limpet 
^esMB. balli 4aoa Beoomiiig €b ir ielim of p^^t 
tieiipih b^ b^tb r^ciMicilod h^avea ap4 eavth» 
itfJiMig' tik fltMiiitM» in kim^fif; (Epb. iU IQ.) be 
batb nevereed tbe «e«|eiice ptHMKHweed egaiiist 
Milqt men, hhUmg eirt l4e 4«PHNimiii|^ fSfftbA 
4mm that wmiB^0i^s$Ma ^^ n i d iekathtakmtAe 
smutoHt ^ th wmjii^ fiLaimmg a to the^mm ; 
(C!0)^ii. ]4^>^lie!batb b»c^e» tbe cbeaoa.of.oiii 
^t^i^viiil^yi andt w plaice o£ tbe sbameM badges 
•f iliverjt batb mbstiliited die rigto eif adopted 
4biUi6A< TiMi9 IB ttieJLord bacMie fberloviiig 
l«mii(9f tb«M«ttt, wbfr wera Mder bi»4Ke^4- 
fal«MlediQtbii»rm4 tbey are^ eoMtitnteA beira 
af if|l•lOffft|||jt]^ Mwv myt tbe apesile^ wma id 
9$ m^t:u$eimmt lM# itm^i mid ifm^f^im hm, 
^m'$h)r$ug^€Ml.{G$XA^.%)i Ye8» my JMiai^ 
frie*dea ^*^m oitmlbimaelf wHboot^apDt to 
God : and the Almighty no leogdr vegftrde. qim 

iM<|Piit)e%biit oaiMt4#r»4wdty tbe preoteaabtood 
ivbJ«bik^fl«>lNid.toi<«M0lfa«mi. Tfata blood 
fibwikilM iVi MHih a wake loara pawenf «1 than 

8W(P ^ tbe OekgfW an^ <«iMMi tbe treasiiMB af bis 
w^mi- QhX lbt» kt na^n^tsiit io oepeaiiag it) 
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Jesus IS o^rs : to Jmm bdoog all thingn : tfasre- 
fore withoot btai yre have uotbiog^; with bka we 
kave all tbat the heart of map caii collet; 

Fram bifa ther^ore let no tbiag oa aavth: have 
power beaceforward to separate us- Let us 
cordially, efiGactoaUy> practically, and baibitu^- 
ly attach ourselves to him, as to our master, 
our teacher^ our protector, our friend, our pa<> 
rent, our rofiige, the aupport of our hopes, the, 
source of our felicity. We belie our owo profes- 
sioiis^ if; daclariug ourselves bis disciples, we 
give the affections of our hearts, and direct our 
principal efforts to the acquisition of the perish- 
able^ advaAtages of this u^orld, Mr hick be dis- 
dained to use — trausieut eoiolumeuts^ wbicb 
cau at any time escape from him that possessi^ 
tbeoi, or very soon must die with him — counts-' 
feit forma of good, which iolbtaie our desires, 
but aever satisfy them — iuefeuttves to vice, 
which seduce our concupiscence to purchase 
tbem with ho many crimes. If we be really 
attached to Jesus^ our hearts will pant only after 
the riches of virtue, the treasures of grace^ the 
light of wisdom, empire over our, passions, and 
the pleasures of innocence, peace, ^nd immor- 
tality. These, and only these ar^ gifts suitable 
to the digmty of a Christian, gifts wortliy the 
Divine Being, and gifts which none but the 
Most High bus power to bestow. 
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Let this importaBt troth be deeply rooted in 
o«r sonls, and spread its influence through the 
whole body of our actions, that, should we be 
even in possession of all that this world can be- 
stow, unless we be united to Jesus, we are weak, 
p«or» and wretched beings. Swayed by preju- 
dices; amused by phantoms; agitated by doubts 
and anxious forebodings; catching occasion- 
ally a glance at truth, and then instantly losing 
it again ; at one moment swelling with pride, 
at another sunk in meanness ; tyrannised over 
by passion ; fascinated by sensualities ; sport- 
ed with by fallacious hopes, and shaken 1>y 
groundless alarms and terrors; opposed by 
rivals; persecuted by enemies; betrayed by 
false friends; in a high station, overcharged 
with disquietudes and cares; in a low one, 
exposed to contempt aiid insult. We come 
weeping into life ; we pass through it in the 
midst of ipuch disturbance, trouble and anxiety ; 
aod die regretting what we leave behind, and 
without a ray of hope to cheer us in fnturity. 

Such, so forlorn and disconsolate would 
be our condition, were it qot for our redemp- 
tion through Jesus Christ But in Jesus and 
by him all is changed, all is remedied, rectified, 
and made perfect. In him we become great in 
our hnmiliations; happy in the midst of dis- 
asters; unmoved by the frivolous hopes and 
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fears that are excited by the concerns and inte- 
rests of this world. By hina we are settle in 
order and peace; God reigns over us ; and we 
reign over ourselves. Wisdom dir^ts t^e em- 
ployment of all our powers. Our reason » 
illumined by a divine ligbt; our imagination 
IS purified ; our hearts are disengaged, from in- 
ordinate and tormenting afiections ; our pro- 
pensities restrained within due limits; our 
pleasures genuine, pure, and exquisite. Under, 
the guidance of the laws of Jesus, we exer- 
cise authority over others, without pride and 
haughtiness ; we are in subjection, without 
meanness ; in opulence we are generous and 
bountffuL in poverty tranquil and patient. In 
him thiDmortal man puts on immortality. Lean- 
ing on Jesus Christ, we view the years of this 
life, which glide on with such rapidity, as a pre- 
parsltion for a better life, which shall never 
end; we do not, properly speaking, consider 
this as our life, but only as our trial : and the 
grave is to us, what it was to our master, the pas- 
sage to a region of unfading glory and eternal 
felicity. While we dwell in this land of pur 
exile, from the highest heavens Jesus watches 
over us. Seated at the right hand of his Fa- 
ther, he presents to him, in our behalf, the 
merits of his own sacrifice, together with our 
vows and supplications, our sighs and tears. 
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Chi$iJe$Hs^ thai dieJy sayt St Paul, ye#» tiat 
i$ri$M abo €^aim^ who is at the right hand of 
Gody wh0 4^90 makelh imt€rc9sn(mjbr ns. (Rem. 
¥111. 34.) There be secures us io the hour of 
d$s^ei; streogtheBS us in every conflict; aod 
unideiB us mtorioiis orer the worlds sod over 
all itsaedoctioos. From him beam forth the 
cays of light, vrbich guide us along the paths 
c£ fighteoasness, aud shew the snares that are 
laid for our innocence. When^ alkired by some 
enchanting |rfeasure, we are so unhappy as to 
wander from his fold, he excites in us that re- 
morse, that pain, that alarm, which tears us 
from the embraces of vice, by embittering all 
its delights. He gives us heaven, as the bright 
reward of our labours ; and he also gyresf us 
the merit, which is our tiUe to it* In him we 
truly have ail things. Surely then our ingra- 
titude will be base beyond description, if, ow- 
ing all to him, we be iu>t docile to his voice ; if 
we do not adopt his seirtiments; if we do not 
make his conduct the rule of our own, and 
model OUT hearts agreeably to bis injaoetions. 
That we may be enabled so to do, we will, in 
the isecond place, consider what are the senti- 
ments which most prevailed in bim, and which 
be desires to behold in all his disciples. 

2. The redemption of the world could npt 
have been complete, unless the Saviour, ^bo 
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expiated the sins o£the worlds had been also 
the example of eTcry virtue, lyhich was to im- 
prove^ adorn, and comfort human life. Now to 
ettect this purpose, the example, which he sets 
before us, has for its principal object to bring 
men under his empire, by the attractions of love^ 
to hold them together by the bands of love, to 
cast on the earth the fire of divine and fraternal 
charity, and spread all around its heavenly 
flames* Jesus comes to promulgate the law of 
lo ve« Observe the benignity of his countenance, 
the sweetness of his whole comportment* A 
man of meekness and peace, of whom it was 
writtea by the prophet : Be ikaU not contend 
nor cry aut^ neither shall aamg man hear his voice 
in the streets. The bruised reed he shaU not 
hreak^ and smoking Jhx he shall not extingnishf 
(Matt. xiL 19.) When, approaching to Uie term 
of his mortal life, h^ drew near to Jerusalem, 
stem^ the city he ttept over it. In the ungrate- 
fol city, he saw the torments and the cross pre* 
pared for him ; and his soul renmined nn moved : 
but) in the unfortunate city,, he saw ;the hostile 
sword, that was to deluge it with the blood of 
its inhabitants, he saw the avenging, fire, that 
was to consume it; and, at that spectacle, his 
heart is given op to piercing sorrows ; and his 
eyes stream with pitying tears. 

Such is the love that glows in the breast of 
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and such iisi the charity, that he detii^s 
to infase into your hearts and mine, and info 
the hearts of ail the children of men. Devoted 
to the happiness of mankind, he came down 
from heaven to be the legislator, the apostle^ 
the model of charity. To comrnand respect 
for the law of charity, he declares, that the pre« 
cept of loving oiir neighbour is like to the com^ 
mandment of the love of God. That it.niay be 
Idear to us, he tells us it is his particular, new, 
special commaodment, tke pfkicipaldtstinctff® 
mark of his disciples, the best acknowledgment 
he requires for all his boimties. To enforcedt, 
aga;inst the opposition- of our selfish passions, 
he announces to us, that he will forgive ottr 
offences, only on condition, that .we sbal J « have 
pardoned the offences of others. To facilitate 
the practice of it, heassuresus, that what we 
dp for our brethren, we do for him. Bec^se 
tfa^ charity of the opulentis the natural asylum 
of the poor, he puts^ himself in their place. The 
rich, in assuaging tfa^ sorrows of the indigent, 
are wiping away his tears. /, he will say to 
those, who have imbibed his benevolent spirit, 
Twos hungry 9 thirsty 9 a stranger, naked^ sU^ 
and in prison; and you miniitered to me. 

Oh ! J^sus, Prince of peace, and God of cha- 
rity, how happy would foe the change, if now 
docile to thy voice, and yielding to the impres- 



255 

sions of thy grdce/ M^e became siocerely aad 
effectually tby disciples! Then, my brethren, 
the fatal dissensions, the jarring interests, the 
sordid avarice, the rainous ambitiqn which de- 
solate the earth, would exist no more. . Tender 
and generous charity would ascend the thrones 
of princes, to open the sources of public hap- 
piness ; would be seated on every tribunal to 
defend the weak against the unjust oppressor ; 
would watch at the gates of the great ami af- 
fluent, to prevent the entrance of luxury and 
voluptuous extravagance, and admit only what 
can be conducive to gratifying the desire of 
making others happy. We should see the same 
charity preiiiding over the counsels of statesnieii, 
and rejecting every crueland destructive pro- 
ject. We should see charity even at the head 
of oitr armies, guiding them in their march, ho- 
vering over them in the heat of battle, taking 
away from the conqueror his ferocity and rage, 
and melting his heart to laiiient the evils, which 
duty obliges him to bring on the enemies of his 
country, and the invaders of its rights. Then 
the fortunate men of this world would regret, 
as lost days, the days in which they had no op- 
portunity to confer a benefit; and men in a 
lowly and indigent state would envy the great, 
nothing, but the power of befriending others ; 
the irich nothing, but the power of dispensing 
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comforts. The world, surprised and encbanted; 
woftid cry out: Blessed is that people whose 
fjod is the Lord Jesus. 

Therefore^ you, my brethren, yon who are 
pining in want and misery, do not only endea- 
vour to obtain relief, by jM-essing the affiuent 
with earnest solicitations. Bring your griefe 
before the throne of the living God ; and pray, 
not for yourselves, but pray for the rich ; pray 
that the spirit of Jesus may take possession of 
their hearts. Oh ! they will then contend with 
each other, which shall be the foremost in sup^ 
plying your wants. Those who lovd Jesus can^ 
not be indifferent to those whom Jesus loves t 
and, if there were not so few real Christians 
even in the bosom of Christianity, there could 
not be amongst us so many distresses. 

For our parts, my bretiiven, celebrating at tbii^ 
time the temporal birth of this amiable Redeem- 
er, and being about to proceed to solemnize, in 
regular order, the principal mysteries of hiii Kfo 
and death, let us profit by each festival, so as to 
become proficients in that wisdom, whiciF 
should be the first object of our pursuits, the 
knowledge of Christ Jesns and him eruci/ied: 
Let the voice of his eternal Father : This is my 
beloved son, in wham lam well pleased: hear ye 
hiwf^et that voice penetrate our inmost souls, 
and produce a conformity with Jesus, in all our 
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sentiments and conduct. Then shall the fire» 
Mrhich he brings from heaven, consume in us 
i¥hatever opposes itself to his Spirit It will 
make the tears of contrition bedew our counte- 
nimces; make our - breasts heare with pious 
sighs; make our souls overflow with affection- 
ate gratitude^ and extend it« activity over our 
hearts atid our whole being. Often bath Jesus 
demanded our heart San^ he hath said, Son^ 
give me thy heart: and often have we r^^fusQd i( 
to him. We have given it to many rOther things : 
but they have all avenged his cause^ and justi- 
fied liis claim, .by theii! inconstancy, ^by . their 
perfidy, and by the trouble and pain, which 
thefy bate ever brought with them. Now there- 
fore, we will return to him once for a^l, in con-^. 
Itt^on^and -sorrow for past infidelities : we will 
love htm ratid all others in hiin ; We will lire iyy^ 
Aiid^loVi^ in this. world, and we «hall live by his 
Jove-^penfected in us through his beatific visfo^ 
for'ageseverlaidting. 
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SERMON Yt. 



OM TQB BMPXATMUlfT OF TIME. 



Thip^Isi^ff hretlfren: the time is skort : it re- 
mt^inetk^ thai thai — that use this world, be as 
ihmi^h they Miedtt not: for the /ashum of this 

- wormf^mkk awajf. — 1 Cor. m. 20. . 



of opf gT«/ciof{8 Crmtar, w© *»▼? JHst jgaaae^ 
ihcoqgh ooe year of the pimo4 Mlol^ Axr oof 
eartl^ exi^te^ce^ and have eot^^ op aiii^t|;ier^ 
Tbef^ twot curc|llIl)^ances, the copclfisppa o^oofs 
yeggq:^ which will Beyer mo^e returo, and t^ 
commencement of another, which, ^hsy^, wUI 
be the last for us, which will very probably be 
the last for some in this assembly, and will cer- 
tainly be the last for multitudes, who at present 
have no such idea of it : — ^these circumstances 
ought to awaken in us very serious reflections 
on the short duration of time ; on the approach 
of dissolution ; on the judgments of God; on 
that eternity, to which we are rapidly advanc- 
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kig; aQcl especially paij^ manner, in which wii 
have employed the la^t year, and the plan of 
conduct, which we lay down for ouraeWes, and 
mean to pursue, in the present year, if the Lord, 
in whose hands is the destiny of all creatures^ 
tahidi vouchsafe to prolong onr dwellidg: on the 
earth. : i 

The fashion of this world passeth away. All 
is past that ^1^ up the departed year: its 
checsfnl^ smiling Joyonis hours, and those which 
Ittive been embittered by niefs and distressed 
by Bois^rtunes. Its pleasures and sorrows, it^ 
adversities and prosperities, have gone by» And 
whak remains? Our crimes and our good Vorks; 
the iniquities we have accnmtdated, the virtues 
we have cultivated* These shall not sink inidf 
Ike waters of oblivion ; these shall survive the 
ravages . of time and the rnin of the universe i 
these are. reeved to the worid.to come, for oui: 
happiness or misery in everlasting* ^es. ) 

Oh I then/ cast }rotir eyes^ backward :on the 
p»st y^u*, and may they meet with many com-^ 
forta! View the fruits which it has produced t 
and would to God you may be able to look oii^ 
them with a smile of conscious ddight! Happy^ 
are ti^ years that abound with the fruits of 
ligfateottsness. The blessing of God is on thmiv 
Ho will nieike thiem be succeeded by ioexpim'^ 
sible delights:; he wilLeipwn theqi witii^ ^knj ^ 

s2 
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he will gif e them letigth of dt^s far wer and 
ever: great is their ghty in hid salvation : glor^ 
and great beauty will hie lay upon them. Ps* 20. 
. ' Bitft hare I a well-grounded hope, that sacb 
comforts are the portion of all those to whom 
I now address myself? I sincerely wish they 
may ; as it is meet for me to think this for yon 
iM: hecamse I have you in my heart. (Phih i.) 
It is a fond wish : but, alas ! I greatly fear not 
realized in its object Some, ^ no doubt, have 
tralked in the ways of trndi and grace. But 
perhaps the greater part can derive little satis- 
fiiction from the retrospection of the last year» 
A train of vanities, inutilities, and even of crimes, 
which have filled it up, may crowd upon their 
view, distressing, alarming, and terrifying their 
souls. Christian brother, perhaps the . Lord 
hath already born with your iniquities, during 
a long. series^of years ; and the day of his ven-^ 
geance may now be. very near. 

He planted you. in his vineyard, and now 
seeking . fruit from you^ and finding none, be 
may be on the.poii^t of giving this fatal com- 
mand : \Behold thesey-years I come seeking fruit, 
on this fig^tree^ and IJtndnone^ Cut itdown^ 
therefore ; ^why cmn&ereth it the ground? (Luke 
xiii.) But no, my brethren : we will cry out to 
him with all. humility and fervent supplications 
Lord, have patience yet a while : destroy tioi 
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those, souls,. which thou didst create#^ tedeem 
and call to immortal felicity. Let the figr^tre^ 
johnethis ytdr also^ — and if happily it bearjruit : 
hit if not, then after that thou shdU cut it daum^ 
(Ibid.) Thy ministers shall instruct^ shall ext 
liorl, shall labour for the saWation of. thy peot 
pie ; and thy childrien will be hencefbrth docile 
to thy voice, obiedient to' thy sovereign wilK ^ ! 
' Animated by this hope, I mean this day to 
^am you against any farther IdsB and abuse of 
your time, l>y inyiting you to consider with m^, 
in the first place, that, having squandered away 
intich time, we have consequently much to rer 
dieem: seeondlv, that the time which remains 
is very short, and, therefore, we must hasten to 
manage it to the best advantage* ' ' . ^ 

1. We may observe, that, of all the things in 
this world, time is the only thing which is pro^ 
perly our own. IVe come into life popr ai)d 
naked, without speech and without reason. 
Nature puts us in possession of time only ; and 
by means of time, as with a personal property, 
^e acquire siiccei^sively every other advantage. 
By laying out bur time, we purchase riches, 
honours, and , pleasures, apd those benefits, 
which gold cannot pi'ocure, strength, science, 
wisdom and virtue; Nothing, therefore, shoulii 
b^ so precious in oiir estimation, notbmg' so 
dear to us» as time, which is the necessary price 
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of an tibat ctti uttiafy Mriraiifa, or ihdulgeoilr 



How mbappft tteo, mmt we b^ ii afters 
Mfrioiul cooskleratNMi on tke use, wbicii we. faa?e 
mde oiTocr fonaer jimn, we aie cottipe|Ied to 
acknowledge, that, iBitead of dcirif n^ ^emk 
them the Ueaaiaga, of whidi Ihey iii%fat hwff 
been productiife, we hare made of them eittMr 
an ahpvoAtaUe or a; ctiminal ase, and haTe 
reapeil from ttem no olihar frait, but vaphj or 
guilt t What regret and Bhame8hoiddfollow.eo 
Tile a prostitution of thci most exceltent of nor 
ture'i) gifts ! What an aeoonnt most we one day 
give of it to God, the aothor of natore^ and the 
«6uree of every good I 

Bring in thi&distressing aeconnt to jourselwes 
now, on your entrance into a new year. To 
what have yon devoted the qpring and blooia 
of life, the days of health and vigour, the ihost 
flourishiag portion of ybar yeaiB I To the pur^ 
suits- of sensual enjoymenta-nio advapceiaent 
in earthly distinctions-^o the acciunnlation.of 
perishable riches*. Well ! and peihaps yoii have 
Mcceeded in yofur- aims^-r-you hdve tuted the 
aweets of sensual pleasure, and the other com*- 
Ibrts, with which worldly prosperity isnsually 
htisendi^; but, with rtepect to the^ sweets aiid 
delights that haise passed awajs wiiatadfantage 
hfv^ yoH now over those who never enjoyed 
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Ibem? That which b^ paNnid faa» im e^i»t«^ 
eoce OKire thaii if ft had never Iteek. There w 
l|ttle diffisrence oo^ between tire siitisAiitioinr^ 
whioh^ dnee were aetnally yonrs, a»d . those 
wUfeh Ulcere yaiffii la a cAream only. Theraal 
ami : the hna^nafy hai^ e^^iffl^y eimk inNto the 
abyssv of nothing* Flattering tisibns I BteiE^ft^, 
fol dreams! they ha^^ ilissolired into air^ fi^ 
Ae uMttbutanlial fbrnis, tibat gUde. befii^d de-^ 
luded fancy, v / . \ 

[ After att yonr pbrsnitB of wprMiy 1ia|>^iihefcis, 
what do yon find in yonr bands ? ThegratifiH 
ifcatidt^ of inordinate desire have cost yofii uivteU 
estpense, tronble and labonn • To th^m . yol^ 
bove sacrificed the quiet of yoiAr own! coaU 
aeifence; the pnre ddightisF df innocence, and the 
friendship of the Dmne Being. Bntdp yotu find 
dnrt comjplete satisifoction, whiefa^ yo<i fetudfy 
promised yonrselves from tii^ni? Do yoa enjbyf 
serenity of soul, and peace of heait? Nt>: all 
ends in vanity and affliction of spirit : and for 
lliis yon have ibdishly given that timie^ ^hicb 
prnddntly employed would have been to yoq 
a source both of present and ftitttre felicities^ 
IKitti ktOk^^tide prqfiUd wl They are the 
words which Solomon puts into the niontb eif 
the wicked at the t^rm of their career : : WhaJt 
hatk prUk proved us ? Or wAal ddtmllaffe Matk 
tke^booBting ([^riches hrought usf AUthi^iki^^ 
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guiH'Ot mmy f*i«> : ApA ko,# Art we to afoad 
lor ilf Mefdy by omplojHng wdH o«r filtatft 
Iww? Hiatwillte but tiitiofyiDg oor pveaenl 
Mm9^ No3 tre niiiot rodtooUe our Andt m 
good worhflK : By that we most fodoem 6u9 
tive. If we cOuftne our Tirtseo to oarpinMtot 
(dotiee 0Dly» we riMlU still be Mdch in ^reirk; 
sMMtb indebted to the di^iiDe jttdtice^ on necmnit 
of our post traasgresMone* 

If this obl%ali6n apfiear to as bard and se^ 
lieie, itis bManso otir sinisnotoiRwyl Ag^bahrti^/ 
beeame we have not Ibnned a jaat doacieptioB 
how evil a thing it is to hate offeiklcid God. 
MolUtades of GhristbKo peiiitents ba«e Ibtinerly 
taken up their abpde isi tbe deserts, oadisaMy^ 
tdi by the idea of solitiide» hliqger, thirst and 
woiiriaess ; beeanse they bad^ bdbre their eyes 
a more terrible ohiieet, tbe; image of tiieirown 
gatk. You are not bo>ind to iaiitsM' tiie heifoio 
ferror of their penance : bitt^ my brethren, this 
ypu ^re atrictly bound to do: when the world 
inrites you to revel ia its vain and sensvtel joyss 
jsheft the Voice of passion is clAoioroos in its 
.0eteaod$ for gratiftc^tioa ; you ari^ b<mnd to 
oppose^ to tbesi the o'ies of your past (Crimes, 
calHng on you to bring forth fruits worthy of 
r^epentauce ; aad th^ voroe of the blood of Jesus, 
l^hieh you have traibpled under your feet by 
mufiifold enormitieB ; you are bowid to let the 



qiecf» and timid^. whm tfOKdted totitke.Miy :««? 
joymeni^ whi^h thongh , imtoorol in it«H^ bM 
fenor berate 70tt:tlie ocfeluMit of iofqiiity. r.yiwii 
iMtBt eiser bear ift idiiid^' «» I imotioiiddy ki Um 
gecoBd. pUcd^ tU*t^ al tbd' tii»^ vtilaii TCttAiw 
isirery shorty you mmst basfeD Jta wipkiji every 
tnoniettt to the Jbeet adiraiitase^i ^ / i :: 

2^ To madage fvSsU i^y ; poMeteioit Is to loM 
no part of it^ but to turn it ^l to pfofi^ i ^bi* 
caiteis^^iBOre:neceseiivyjn prdporlion m Ibo 
possession is more : raluable, and in it$ t0iiiif f 
^re preearioas. r Oor tisM^, my br^thredf is 
such n powwoBiw* The ipatt isf now Hi) .«k>i^ 
Tbe future 4oeJi not yet exist, , "l^he preilfpil 
nKMo^it'ist aU we isan call wit o*in^ Tb^f ci^fli 
every delay )to discbai^e oar -proatnt dnty>|i| 
evidently marked with abwvdityv Ji: ifi; tbrpw-! 
kig away a blessing, whick9» ia our halt^ds^ and 
building oo tbe espeetation (tf anothert wbicb 
it is very ancertain wbttbor m^ shall ever ^qjoyA 
If then we wish to: Hire in : comfort be^^ and tA 
be bleased tbroughoitt eternity, let w say r!BCMh 

lately and decide^y,/w}^ ^^^ voyal prophet ir 
Nbw have^ J begun 4 this is ike ekimge qf. th$^ 
figAt AJImd of 4he Most ff^k^ (Ps.lxx?i^'ll.> 
Apply yourselves with all amduity to se^ 
cur£ yoffif interest ift the woiM to oome. . Xiel 
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ydttr sahrifttiob be yoilV gfatid isptHc^w. To that 
i^fer your exififtende . here and all its ctreami' 
«tttiiC6s« Time and life were given to os for no 
^ker endv Theref is not a moment^ ill wbicft 
We.ar^not bound to labour for ojar 8id?ation ; 
aor is there a moment; in Wbicfa we aare notable 
tolabdtir for it. • The Lord, wbo8ee3f^ aw 
^t» tipbo 06, hath no other design in our re4 
gard, than the sanctificatidn of our immortai 
souls. His object is to make U9 happy in eter- 
nity, by meqns of our employments on ^^irth. 
Can we then be 0ver allowed to be inattentive 
to this important concern ? 
^ Moreover, tny br^ren, we are admcmkhed 
by St. Peter, that webave an enemy, wlio con- 
iinnally goes about, like; a roaring lion, Iseeking 
whom he may devour ; and shall not we be as 
strenuous in our efforts to save' ourselves, as 
any other can be to destroy us? Hence our 
ble^sied Lofd exhorts us to unite the' prudence 
of the serpent to 4he simplicity of the dove ; to 
watch ^nd pray lest we enter into temptation ; 
to pray always and n^ to faint, being con tiw 
nnally attentive to avoid what is dangerous to 
bur souls, and to seek, cuftivate, and improve 
whatever is friendly to virtue, vrhatever will aid 
us in the observance of God's equitable, anid 
beautiful commandments. ' 

> Butts this continual at tehtkmtpbsiHble? is it 
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aiiy way practicable? It id» my brethren, and 
ttiucfa more easily than y oiu perhsips imaging* 
For, consider of wbatareyour liyes coo9po9edi' 
land into what ocoupatiods atad eyed ts they are 
u8u|iHy divided. They are made' up of yow 
profes^onal employments, tlie care ' and ma-i 
nagement of your^ property, the edocation eif 
yoiirr cli&ldren^ the concerns oi yoar' fisumly, the 
iservices whidi you reader to the cOmmOnity» 
the duties of civility, the higher: duties <>f reti*^ 
gidn, your studies, meals, sleep, conirersationls 
tind recreations* Such' is the series -of move- 
ments and pursuits, which constitute hitman 
life ; and these are diveri»ified by bealtb, i^ick- 
ness^ the varieties of the seadons, and aceiden- 
|al events, either favourable or adverse to your 
wkhes. Now amcMDg all tbese^ there is nbt one^ 
but may be so cobtrivefd, as to' contribute ljl»% 
iWards. your eternal salvation ; not one, but'niay 
f uridsh you with the occasion of practising ;sptiie 
' virtue, either temperance, moi^tificati^n; self^o* 
' verittiient, meekofiss, patienee, jq^ticeobmiHUty^ 
piety, or chanty . You cfomplain that the. car^ 
and embarrassments of this world: divert , y o^r 
attention from heaven. (But why-should they 
do so, my beldved friends, they are the jveiyr 
path that l^ds to it* At everj ^t^p which you 
take in life^ some 'good presents itsdf to be 
done> aome virtue offers itself to y pur ..praetiee^^ 
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MMeHieras of aanctiication He before ytftf. To 
drnk 6( deferring liier biisiaeis of ml? ation, tBI 
yoo are freed fren other cares is an illtislen^ 
it is entirelf to infstaice the nature and end of 
the reHgioo with which Christ JSesiis hath ^tess^ 
cd the children of men. Yon iMver wUlvyoii 
BeTere«gbt,'tobe4Ki^pencej8ed; YMi arete 
sitaMos to heaven in tiie pevfortnance ef 'acftfrre^ 
seciel Unties, and in Ae midst of your inter- 
coarse with 3H>ar feUow^reetnres. Sej£e tbeii 
the firessBt mooisnts, uid make them froctif^i 
Yon cannot (Nrolong them i bat yon can wett 
employ tfiem. ' : s 

Alas) my brethren, if those who roo^e in^ thi^ 
higher spheres of life; deyote a coadtderable 
part of each day to pampering and adi^oiog^ tbii 
body, bat neglect tfaMsnenrishmOnt and impt^bve^ 
meat of their immortid sOnls^-4f stodioes id 
beaten their personal chwms^ they pay iMle 
attention to pvesenring the graces of the kite^ 
rior :— 4f those, who so often pjresent tllemsdVeis 
b^re the glass, to exanpne the tMiits otA&t 
eotantenaince, to see lliat nothing is diMriterly 
Ar otibecoming in their external appearance; 
scarcely erer look into thar conscience, td dis- 
ot>v€r the Uemiisfaes thai disi^nre the more 
*ob]e part of their compo«tion :-~if Christian^ 
empley fi(iaay boors in paying or receiving M^ 
voions visit*, emong persons, who are trouble^ 
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soole to iheai, ai to whom tbey ar€ Irottble^ 
Moaifii doid leave . aU they oogbt to regnlaie id 
disordet i^Dd iHAfasion :^f they study the art 
itf pieasdngin opfivei^satba with. men, and shnii 
all iatercpiurse with Ood and the blessed angeli 
ia religious r^remeat it— if they can sldlfdly 
maBage the ititrigiies of this world, kaowhofH 
%o supplant ia ciMopetitor, «id suppress aui iiff' 
peaeut, and suffipr tliemselves to be tyranin^ied 
owev hf thd^ OW& pa8sious:r-rrif the lower oidors 
of men, whose sitiiittioiii compels, t^eiii ^tm. ioil 
ited dradge thiough lifie, instead of lyidergdhig 
their labours, widi cheerful submission to. thf 
appointneats of a iwise and loving Proyidenosi 
aod with a ^iew to jan eternal fecosmpeuce^ haw 
th^ eyes priofiipalLy fixed on the .excesses, 
wluch they mean to make the fruits- of theii 
earaugs zrr-if these he the prevailing tempeva 
and difiiiositions of men, oh I whea thegr eJial) 
be stvitehad out oo thia bed of death, expebtitag 
eai^h iostaut to be oatted to the tribunal !^ ^i^ 
vine jxm^uy^ to aecouQl to the Almighty foe 
their use of his ^ts, what .will liiey haire ta 
allege in their own favour ? Tbey juay sajT : Our 
days have been a painful conl^Mianoe isf hard-t 
ships aod laboars:^ bat the, answer wiil be^ 
Yes; you have indeed done much for the world<^ 
but aotbiug idp your own aoub. You have 
qMde eatablishmwts for your obildrea, but yois 
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baye not left them for their inheritance ibefe^ 

of the Lord. Yoa haYe. increased 4be palii* 

mony derived from your ancestors, but yott 

havie dissipated Ihe treasores of grace. . With aU 

your aviations you have done nothing; .beeause 

you have: done nothing. which -can entire. yon: 

to the happiness ^f eternity* . Slothfal and 

wicked servants, you. have lost all your time ; 

you have buried your talent; and» thQrefi>r$^ 

shall be cast into^xteriocdarkaess, where shall 

be weeping and gnashing^of teeth. 

. To obviate these miseries, letitbe hencefoi^ 

yoor daily, or at least yaur-ftequent practice, 

to meditate, in the silence^of retirement, on tl|e 

truths of the gospel, and let them sink ^deeply 

into your soulsi. Converse often with God. 

Converse often with your own hearts. ^Siiclr 

meditations wilLinfuse a religious spirit into ^U 

your aims and intentions, and will minglodcm*-* 

solations and isweets with all your infertor oc^ 

cupalUbns. These are the blessed effects of se^ 

rious' reflection* JSndugh has been giv«n to ^dis** 

sipalion and fdly. Too jnuch; alas ! has beei^ 

given to them. Collect, therefore, now your 

scattered thoughts, and fixfthem once for :Mt 

on the great'^'end, for ^which: you were :caljed 

i^to existence. 

' .My :brethren, it is van' established custom for 
men, at this season, 4o. express4h'eir- wishes^ap 
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each others happiness : a custom, which surely 
ought to be most readily complied with by a 
minister of that religion, wbich is calculated to 
heighten all the charities, to strengthen all the 
band^y and improve and extend all the dear re-* 
lations, by which we are united together. But 
think not that I can be allowed to doit with the 
same views, which the children of this world 
.usually propose to themselves. By happiness 
they mean only temporal prosperities. Such 
ideas would be beneath the dignity of a mini- 
ster of the gospel, in the chair of truth, and be- 
fore the altar of the Deity. No: I do not merely 
wish you temporal things. I know not whe* 
ther they are blessings or curses to you. That 
must depend on the use of them. But I wiiih 
you a truly Christian year, a year rich in merits, 
it-year filled with the fruits of grace, a year of 
sanctificatiod. That is the only happy year. 
That, whatever may be your condition, during 
the course of it, whatever disasters may arise 
from the present turbulent and convulsed state 
of this quarter of the globe, that cannot fail to 
be a year of happiness, and of a happiness, 
which all the hostile powers of this world, and 
the powers of hell combined together, can never 
take away. That must prove a year happy 
during its continuance, and happy in its conse-> 
quences throughout eternity. 
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SERMON VII. 

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE 

EPIPHAJVY. 



THE NECESSITY OF SERVING OQD )N OUR YOUTK. 



J^sus increaaed in wisdom, afid agCf, and gracf, 
with God ond men. — Luke ii. 52. 

The conduct of Ji^sus in hh early yesLte, Ought 
to be cotisidered as a rule that is established fbr 
all of the satne age. Behold » therefore, Chris-^ 
fiau youth of both seres, behold in him a fair 
pattern^ a lovely model proposed to your imita- 
tion. Contemplate his hnmifity, docility, obe- 
dience^ innocence, and purity; and let his image 
be transfused into your souls, and manifest it- 
self in all your deportment, like Jesus, increase 
in wisdom^ ccfiddge^ andgracemtk God cmdmen. 

Alas ! to the shame and disgrace of our holy 
religion, many persons, who bear the name of 
Christians, endeavbwto propsigate in the Mrorld 
those scandalous maxims, which offer to the 
Deity a daring outrage, and fill the church with 



diirtr^ss and gri^f :-^tfaey asMtt, w i:at least ia- 
dinuate, that th^ere u ooe ise^sdn for theserviqe 
bf the world, for the itidulgience of the passiond, 
and the pursuits of critninal pleasure ; and ano- 
ther for virtue, for religion, and piety : tliat 
man in his early years, is pardonable in yield- 
itig to the propensities by Which he is impelled 
in Itinnibg to the embracel^ of the pleasures 
which invite him ; in profiting, as they call it, 
by the bloom of life, and plunging himself in a 
delicious sensuality : tiiat hid gay and joybus 
d^ys trill pass away but too rapidly: that old 
iige will bring him to serious reflection in spite 
Df himself : and that it will be time enough to 
think on eternity^ when he is about to descend 
into the grave. 

This is the morality, which the corruption 
of the age has uot blushed to substitute in 
place of the morality of the gospel. This is 
the morality of the theatres, the morality of ro-' 
mances and novels, the morality of the com* 
mon conversation of the world. The passions 
listen to it with delight; the heart imbibes it 
with avidity ; depraved nature opposes it to 
the dictates of reason ; and by it the powers of 
hell destroy the rising generation, and thus lay 
waste the most beautiful part of the inheritance 
of Jesus Christ. 

But these maxims, as I trust I shall this day 

t2 
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> cbnTincd you^ are false and: l^abolieal Id tbeir 
principle, ki their consequences ^minoos a&d 
fatal. Because, a d6tdrniin&tiod to devote the 
season of yonth to disorderly: and Heentious 
conduct, in the first place^ atrociously insults 
the Divine Being ; secondly, exposes oien to 
the greatest of aiU misfortunes ; and, thirdly, 
involves them in losses which are absolutely 
irreparable. Let thesertbree refleotid.n^ ebgiige 
at present our very: serious attention.' ' > ^ 

1. Jtefoice^ sailh the SpiHt of God by the 
mouth of Ecclesiastes, Rejoice^ O young ^man^ 
M thy jfouthf—^mdfvdlk in the ways of thyheortf 
and in the sight t)/ thy eyes^ and know, that for 
all these God will bring thee into judgment. 
(Eccles. xi.) Thoughtless, rashf and in tempe- 
rate youth, insensible to the attractions of gra:ce, 
abd easily open to all the impressions of <v6lup- 
tuouduess,; deaf to th6 calls of Heaven; and ob- 
sequious to the commands of passion, sacrific- 
ing the prime pjstrt of your life to theidol of in- 
famious senstiality; suffeHng no remorse 4o 
check your profligiicy ; refusing your senses 
nothing that can flatter them, following the cor- 
ruption of your desires, forgetting the injunc- 
tions of religious and moral law, and courting 
only the vanitied, follies, and vices of the times; 
think not, that the Lord, who is witness ti><.your 
dig^orders, will look on them' with indulgence. 
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No : his watchful eye notices every step, which^ 
you take ia the ways of iniquity, and his hand, 
writes .down the history of your proceedings 
in that formidable-recopd^ the- contents. of which* 
shati determine the destiny of men, on the day of. 
bis .tremendous judgment. . . Perhaps the world 
will excuse, will pardon, will even justify, and 
applaud your licentiousness : but. I, saiththe 
Lord, I, wha ought to. be and will be the. God 
of your first, as well as of your latter j^ars, I 
will demand a strict account of the worJg5,;in. 
which .you have, employed them. Know that 
for all these Godtvill bring thee into Judgment. 
.On what pretext caa irregularity of conduct 
be tolerated in youth? Do the precepts of the 
gospel regard only, the decline of life ? Whea 
Jesus commanded his dL<$ciples to walk in the. 
narrow, path, . to . do . violence to . themselves^ 
to renounce, themselves, to carry their cross, 
to follow and imitate him^ be spoke. to all 
without, distinction of state or condition, rank 
or fortune, sex. or age ; he. spoke to high and 
low, ji^h and poor, old and .young. Me said 
to (illy says the evangelist:: 1/ any man will come 
^fter mei let him deny . himself, and take .up his 
cross daijy^ and follow me. (Lmke ix.) , Oh ! isr 
not God.th^ author, the master, and .dispenser 
of all time?. Haic: we a moment which, is not a 
pre^entto us.from his tender love ? Does he.npit 
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hold in his hand the thread of our life 1 I9 he 
not the sotil of youth, as. well as the support of 
old agel AU is from him ; aad to him all disdl 
retam. . At the sacred font of baptism^ "we 
swore to him an inviolable and eternal fidelity:- 
and is our whole life too mnch for his service, 
to whom we owe it ail,, and to whom we haTe^ 
promised it in the most solemn manner 1 

To form a deliberate purpose to abandon the 
service of God, in the days of youth and vi^ 
gour, and return to it only in the evening of life, 
is to carry contempt and insult to the utmost 
excess of impiety. It is the same thing as to 
say : Sooner or later I must seek for safety in 
the friendship pf my Creator ; but it shall be as 
late as possible : it shall not be, tiil I am wea->> 
lied with sensualities, corrupted and exhausted 
by excesses : it shall not be, till I have first re^ 
compensed myself by the deliciousness of vi- 
cious enjoyment, for the salutary paius which 
will be occasioned by the restraints of virtue^ It 
is the same thing as to say : I will not renounce 
the world and its pomps and vanities ; I will 
not renounce iqiquity and its gratifications, till 
they renounce n^ie. I will abandon unlawful 
delights, when I have not the power to retain 
them. Sin I will repent of and detest, when it 
has no longer any attractions : I vi^ill then avoid 
jt, when it has only hell to present before me, 
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lUUgiOB will isi^?e to cwwle m^ under the 
pressure of e^e and iofimkiesi but it sliall not 
^btrilde on my youthfal joys. Idq^hms wretoh ! 
abd can jbu dare to bepe, that ke^ whom you 
t&ua despise and blasphetne^ willredei^e youiti 
jroKr advanced age, will accept ttie riefuBe aod 
dnegs of your life ? Oh ! his glory add his juisiide 
demand, that, y6u baying despised Iiim» hfe 
diould trkunph in your destrdotiot. Tbfe 
wicked^ says the wise mad, t^ ikej/ live km§r^ 
shoU he nothing regarded^ dndihei^ last olditg€ 
shall he without h^noutt: and, ^th4g die ^packfy, 
they shall have no hope, nor speech ofcbntfart in 
the dojf of trial: for dreadful 4ire the inds dfa 
wicked race. Wisd. m. 

2. In ^ect, as I observed, in the second place, 
«a youtii giyto np to liowtious pursuits exposes 
men to the greatest of all mi^&Mftunes. Thi^y 
4io not mean to prec^>itate themselves intotthe 
bottomless abyss. The/ hope hereaftet to be- 
come discreet, prudent, regular, aud fervently 
to attach themselves to the service of tteir Cfe*- 
aior. But is the duration of tbca^r life at thek 
own disposal ? Do they know the number Of 
th^eir days? The instant they were born, the sen- 
tence of death was pronounced againeft them ; 
and who can tell that the execution of (bat sen- 
tence is not fixed for the beginning of their ca- 
reer ? The flower of their youth may retenible 
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those transient flower^^Df^tbe field, ^icb ta the* 
fMrniog smile in gaiiety and beauty, but before 
the evenings droop apd decay. . This we know^ 
we. daily see young persons perisfaiog^io* the 
bloom and pride of life ; iovoking M(ith sig&g^ 
and floods of tears healthy youth and )ife, v^hicb;: 
deaf to their c.ri^ dq^brt* hastily ajtay* W^ 
hear them cry out. in the btttcvness/of their 
hearts,- like king £zechi$s : In the mdst^f^fflMf 
days IskaU^go to the gates ofheU, (Isa. xxxviiii) 
Af y strength abandons me. . My eyes so late)y 
opened to t})e light of. heaven are darkened in 
the shades of death. ...... 

Tfa^ histories of past age^is^ and oiir pre^eirt 
experience make it evident,- that^ among all the 
men wlio are dispersed on tlie face of the earthy 
a vecy small number^are permitted to attain, to 
old age. The dartof death is aimed usually at 
youngand tendervvictim^. With:thesehe sa- 
tiates his fury. We know likewise, that, while 
innocence and virtue preserve health and long 
life/ viaious excesses enervate, under piine, and 
destroythe human constitution ; insomuch that 
thousands of persons, who have not yet attained 
to the prime of life,. are dragging on a lingering, 
miserable e?cistence, under-more deWlities and 
decp^itude, than might naturally be expt^cted 
in those who have readied to a very advanced 
period.^ Moreover,^ the. oracles of divine truth 
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are express on tfai& subject : theSpirit of ]6od 
faath declared, ^ by the royal prophet; that the 
yficked.siaU notJipe one kcdf thdrdays: (Ps« ' 
livf) and again.: ZAat;^ sejenthe mclced highly - 
exaited^and lifted up' like the cedars qf.ldibimusir 
and I passed by^ and IqL he was not ; of/id I' 
sought him^ and his pldce^ wixs not found: /(Ps^ 
x}it.^yi.) -and onr Lord will not wait till the bar- 
rien fig-tree fall of itself, he commands it to be 
cut dayixix'thU it may no longer cumber the 
ground, hnke xiii. ;:_,,:; .; 

Alas ! bow great will be y bnr calamity^ if^ in 
the midst of yourproiane joys, you behold, like'* 
Balt&^sar, a hand«-wjittng on the wall,, tracing 
clearly before you the decree of yduc condemna- 
tiOA : fif iroih the bosom of soft voliiptuoiisness,' 
you are suddenly taken off, and £aill into the 
hands of an avenging God, covered all ovei: 
with, iniquities, intoxicated with unlawful and 
impure pleasures, and breathing nolbing but 
intemperance and debauchery! Y6u\trust in 
future time ! . Ah:! : how many has that foolish 
hope involved in perdition ! . If the jnfernaLabyi^ 
were now open;before.your eyes, how many of 
its wretched victims would cry out to you : We 
were yiJung .like you, full of hope,, and strength, 
and hejEilth : like you we followed the seducing 
counsels of pa^ision, we yielded to the impuli^e 
of Qur la wliess desires : we said : Our latter years. 
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diatt eflhce ike shame of our preaeot piirsaite : 
bat, chl to our eternal confaeioa amd tormeot, 
OQf iSirst years were oar last, aod we are macle 
tbe prey of the worm that never diei^ and oftile 
fire that is never extiegaisb^d. 

Bnt i will Bdake Ike sappeeitioii, tbel tliMogfa 
an the hazards and penis that threaten yoath, 
and especially yooth which is spent in disoider 
and vice — I will suppose, that you arrive at nS'^ 
tnrity of age : will thii e|id 6i yonth be ibr you 
the beginning of a Christian life? No : yon wifl 
then, very probably, still n^lect to use well the 
present time, and still look forward to tbe fu* 
tare. When youth is past, nay even when age 
begins to chill your veins; you will still say : 
This is not the last period of life. The amuse- 
ments ef yooih are succeeded by the toils of 
ambition and avarice. Whast was before de- 
TOted to pleMiire» now given to woridly maai. 
mon. Id prc^rtion as you advance, yon will 
move farther off the boundaries, which fancy 
fixes to your life : you will tftiiik you yet see 
titne and space before you : yon will consider 
yourselves as young enough to wait yet a few 
yeari^ longer. The past time seems no more 
than a fugitive instant ; and, &iding thait you 
have lived so little^ you wi*l expect to live yet 
a long time. There comes a moment, when even 
fourscore years is not tbongbt to be ah age 
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drawing near to the grave, and that moment isi 
when We ourselves are arrived at that age« Then 
we estimate age and yonth, not by the number 
of out* years, but by the strength of onr frame* 
We persnade onrselves, that we ara yel yovngt 
and to persuade others of it, how ridiculous do 
We often make ourselves appear! We cease not 
to hope ; and, in consequence, we still defer the 
reformation of onr conduct. 
' Ob! if you now open your hearts to intem- 
perance, to impure love, or to the influence of 
any criminal passion, and flatter yourselves you 
shall be able, at your pleasure, to i»top the course 
of the impetuous torrent; fatal is your illusion: 
your hope will be miserably frustrated: you 
iire preparing for yourselves an eternity of woes. 
The evi! spirits are making a dupe of your fee*- 
ble reason. They d'O not propose to you to pass 
your whole life in wickedness. If they did that, 
you. would not dare to put yourselves under 
their direction. They shew you some prospect 
of withdrawing from it hereaftefr. Therefore, 
they only ask you for some years : but if you 
grant those years, they will priest well by th^ 
advantage you give them; they will undermine, 
sap and ruin all the foundations of your religion 
and faith, and so effectually establish 'their em- 
pire, as lo become much too strong for all the 
powers of your mind and heart. You sleep at 
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theibetof tlieidol,liy whicb you are fascinated ; 
and il will not awaken you, till it basr taken ^way . 
all your strength. You yield to the snggest}(mB 
of the. tempter ; because be a$k8 but little in ap^ 
peaiance : bnt that little leads to* the loss of all 
your comfort - . i .. m ^ ., ? 

3iit it may be said : There are not wantiog 
examples of persons, who, after a you4li spent 
in disorder, have returned to the wajs of good- 
ness. True, my brethren : but what certitude 
have you, that having imitated tbemjn your 
vic(es, you shall have time to imitate them in 
their repentance ! Thdr example hardens you 
in guilt ;- your Example would harden others;, 
and therefore the Lord may design, by your, 
tragical end, to terrify those, who might be 
ten^pted to resemble you. Agiain, there are 
some, who become .sincere penitents in their 
latter years : ' but how much greater is the num^- 
her. of those, whose old age is debs^sed by all 
th^ vices of the moat profljgate youth ? There 
are some, wl)p become sincere penitents ! I ioT 
suit not the ashes of the dead ; T pretend not 
to fathom the abyss of the human heart : may 
tb^ir souls repose io eternal peace ; but, alas 1 
hell is filled with false penitents^ who, by ap: 
pearances of contrition, have imppsed on theipr 
selves and imposed on others : while the Lord 
saw, that their hearts were stilt strongly attached 
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^to the very crimes which tjiey seem^ tojangbeot: 
and the Spirit of truth hath pronfiouiioed Ihis 
alarmipg oracte : A. young man according to his 
way y even mhen he is old^he will not departffjcm 
it. PrOjV* xxii. . -^ 

; 3.; In the third place, my beloved,, consider 
for a moment the irreparable losses, which you 
.sustain by indulging in^. youthful, vicioiif^^^s. 
Hqw unhappily are men blinded to* their own 
interests! We do not reason concerning the^ ^f. 
/air of our eyerlasting-,«alyatiQn| as. we do. with 
respect to other 9#£Mrs of infinitely lessf mofuent 
jFor^ be^hpld those men, whp ai;e ail agitatjpn, 
.all eagerness, who are ;devoting the, most va- 
luable, part of their lives to excessive labpur, 
and fatiguing an^ cpnsuming their youth ;aj^d 
manhood by painful e^ertipns : and as)c: them 
what is the object of sp^inuch care .and, toil ? 
The answer is: A provision for repdsre and .cppi- 
fort in declining years. Sballwe then think of 
charging our years of languor and decrepitude, 
which we would gladly Uave glide awi^yjn^the 
bosom of tranquillity, with the weight of all the 
iniquities, and filling t Hem witjb t^e alarms, ter- 
rors and distresses, which must ^ be the cpp^- 
quence of ilUspent youth ? Shall theirs be; the 
9on'Qwful employment to n^akesp many, cruel 
sacrifices, to heal so many loathsome wounds. 
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to weep orer, to ponisb, and to atone for, sd 
■nckgnilt? 

Thiok likewise on the irreparable loss €t time^ 
«id of the immense treasure of merits, which 
yoo can acquire, while yoa are abasing the ^ts 
of God in amnsements unworthy yourself, and 
displeasing to him, in idleness, in gaming, in 
the excessife pleasures of the table, in the va- 
nity of dress, in the foolish languishings of lote, 
in the poisonous charms of licentious discourse, 
or in friTolous, silly, or detracting conversa- 
tions. Oh heavens ! this is what is called en- 
joying the bloom of life ! losing it ; dishonour- 
ing it ; prostituting it to all that is base and vile! 
At the hour of death, when the figure of this 
world shall be passing away, and eternity shall 
open before you its awful domain, what deso- 
lation will overwhelm yon, from the retrospect 
on so much inutility and guilt, and such a void 
of all that is satisfactory, commendable, good, 
or desirable ! 

Ask thy father^ says the prophet, and he witt 
iecUare to thee : thy elders, and they will tell thee. 
(Dent, xxxii.) Consult the generation, that is 
now about to quit this earthly scene. Listen 
to the last words of those men, who have been 
happy in the judgment of the world, who, by 
management, intrigue^ interest, and favour, have 
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raised tbetaselves from the dust to the distia- 
guisbed seat of abundaace and honooni. Tbt 
time, tbey say, tbe time of useM labour is past: 
we can how do notbbg for eternity. Ah ! when 
we could, we refused to pay attention to ft. If 
We had laboured for that World, into which we 
miist enter, as mbch as we have for that, from 
which we must now b6 forcibly separated, with 
what calmness should we close dur eyes in 
death t We should leatre fewer riches behind 
us: but we should carry with us treasures id* 
exhaustible, to deposit in God's eternal taber- 
nacles. Oh ! you, who remain on earth, make 
it your sole business to do the will of your 
Creator. Only virtue never dies. No other 
thing, how much soever loved and coveted, can 
accompany us into that land, in which we must 
dwell for ever. 

Come, then^ let the present gieneration be- 
come wise by the folly of the foregoing one. 
Let the misfortunes of the aged be turned to 
advantage, for those who are now but lately 
entered into life. Their tears, their sighs, and 
griefs, cannot make their former years return. 
Do you now what they lament they neglected 
to do. Whatsoever y says the wise man. What- 
soever ihy hand is able to do^ do it earnestly : for 
neither* wdrk, nor reason^ nor wisdom^ 7wr know- 
ledge, shall be in the grave, whither thou art 
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hattemng. (Ecdes. ix.) Remember thy Creator 
im. tie dags of thy yauthy before the time ofafflip- 
turn come J and the years draw nigh^ of which thou 
shalt siayc^They please me not ; before the sun — 
and the stars be darkened, and the clouds return 
after the rain : when the keepers of the house shaU 
tremNe; and the strong men shall stagger .--^e- 
cause. man shall go into the house of his eternity j 
—and the dust return into its 'earth from whisnce 

9 

' it wasy and the spirit return to God who gave it. 
Ibid. xii. 
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SERMON Vm. 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE 

EPIPHANY. 



ON THE MEANS OF PRESERVING PEACE WITH 

OUR NEIGHBOURS* 



Loving one another with brotherly love: in ho- 
. nour preventing one another.^^^om. xii. 10. 

- r 

A p^iNcrpAL end of the inst^aqtipAs given 
to; us by-thei apostl^^ in the epistle of this day,, 
is the .maintaining^ qf charity and peace with; 
those among whom we dwell.; Than tl^is no-, 
thing can be. more conducive to qnr present and , 
future interests and comforts.. Without mu-; 
tual regard for pur brethren apd union; with > 
them, , our. life is filled with troubles, and scan- 
dals ; thie amusements and^ . pleasures of . the. 
world are changed ipto disgust. or bitterness;; 
and all its treasures cannot purchase any real^ 
enjoyment. Where division enters in, piety, 
soon becomes languid; and the fire of diving 
love, which the graces of Jesus light up in <}ur: 
hearts, is quickly smothered and extinguished, 

VOL. I. u 
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Bot, OD the contrary, uader the benign au- 
spices of peace and fellowship, we enjoy a de- 
licioos tranqnilfityt prosperity redoubles its 
advantages: affliction loses half its poignancy: 
the canticles of the Lord are sung with exqui- 
site joy : and the offerings which we make to 
him ascend as a sweet odour in his presence. 
Hence it has been declared by the wisest of 
men, that a frugal, mean repast, in a house 
where harmony reigns, is far preferable to an 
exuberance of delicacies in the dwelling of con- 
tention. It is ietUr to be wvited to Aerbs with 
hnfe^ tiai. to a fatted caff with hatred. Vrw. 
xw. 17. 

• But how is this blessing of onion to be^- 
quired and' maintaifled? Alas! we dee but 
lUtle of it among the children of men. We 
rarely meet with ft milieu, of which sdl the mem- 
bers live together in a perfect good understand- 
ing. A coldness takes place- on very trifftog^ 
dceasibns; a disagreement in opiiiion abotit 
things of no importance will unbappHy termi- 
ilate in a ditision of hearts ; a dispat^ about a' 
silly point of honour 11^31 frequently degenerate 
into a scandalous quarrel ; and the differences 
of individuals' Will set whole famiKes at va- 
riance, white each particular interests himself 
te ibflu^nced by his {ktrtiality and prejudice, in- 
vectiviEH3 are substituted in the place of reasons, 
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^nd all becomes resentmeiit, antipathy, jarrtng 
arid violence. ' . . . 

. In order to check the progrtes of these ints^ 
chiefs, let us this day seriously meditate oii the 
ccMiQsd. given to us by St. PduU the sublime 
and. eloquent teacher of ChristiftQ charity. He 
admonishes us to prevent one another in honour; 
tv rejoice with them that rejoi^e^ and weep with 
them that weep ; and to be of one mind one to^ 
wards another i and condescending to the humble. 
Ui uk itnpress on our minds these golden amx- 
ims, and by them regulate our deportment to 
our neighbour ; that the blessing of peace may 
attend all our steps,- and prove to us a source 
of continual comforts. 

, Firsts we must prevent one another in honoUr, 
that is: :Tre niust treat all men ^itb respect* 
Why ? Because they are men. llh some par- 
ticulars all nlen are certainly not equally re^ 
spectable : since it has pleased the almighty 
Creator to dispense gifts and endcwinents tx3 
his creatures in Various ilegrees ; to invest 
some with a share of his authority, tiid make 
them bis delegates in the government of the 
world. But every one» even the lowerst man on 
earthy being fashioned after the image of Gbd^ 
and stamped with the august seal of the Divi-^ 
nity, has therefore a title to our respect and 

veneration. A special honour is due to oi^r 

u2 
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pwents, to oqr civil and ecclesiastical gover- 
nors and snperiors, to all who are exalted in* 
dignity, or gifted with extraordinary abilities. 
Bota respect, founded on nature and religion « 
is always due to all onr fellow-creatnres, of 
each sex, and every age and conditioa; inso-^ 
much that it is ever criminal . in us to despise 
them, to turn them into derision, or by. any 
word or action to insult their misfortunes,, their 
infirmities, or the lowliness of their state*. Our 
powers of genius may much transcend. theirs^f 
our birth, may be more splendid, our posses-< 
sions more ample : but be their acquirements* 
ever so humble, their situation and circum-: 
stances ever so confined, they are all negene-^ 
rated in the blood of Jesus, made his brethren^ 
and called to be coheirs with him in eternal; 
glory : and oh ! if with the eye of faith we coi^ 
sidered those, whom we are so apt to treat with; 
slight or contempt, we might find, them much . 
our superiors in the order of grace ; from^ their 
superior virtues, and the gifts with wiiich the. 
Spirit of God hath enriched their souls ; and 
moreover from the particular resemblance^ 
which they bear to Christ Jesus, in his poverty 
and abjections— a resemblance, which alone> 
is sufficient to make them in. our eyes truly re-^ 
spectable. 
My brethren, were we but always swayed by 
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these consider^itionSy we should do much to- 
wards preserving the peace and good order of 
society in general, as well as domestic union 
and happiness. What is it. that irritates the 
lower orders of the community, makes them' un-^ 
easy in their situation, and break out into com- 
plaints, murmurs, reproaches and rebellions, so 
much as haughtiness, and insolent airs in those 
to whom fortune has been propitious, and their 
treating contemptuously men who by nature 
are their equals, and in their endowments often 
far before them. There is an innate pride in 
every man which will not brook contempt ; and 
the insult he receives rankling in his soul will 
call forth all his passions to labour for reduc- 
ing the arrogant to a level with himself. Un- 
doubtedly it is the duty of a Christian to be at 
all times subject to the higher powers for con- 
science* sakcy and to be obedient to all superiors, 
not only to the good and gentle, but also to the 
/reward. (I Pet. ii. 18.) But it is not less the 
duty of superiors to temper the exertions of au- 
thority with the softenings of meekness and be- 
nignity : and these, they will find on the whole, 
are its strongest support. For it is to the over- 
bearing insolence of the great, and to the enor- 
mous abuses of grandeur, wealth and power, as 
much perhaps as to any other cause, that we 
must attribute those convulsing revolutions in 
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stiiteft 9akd empires, which let loose every demoii 
of confusion and anarchy to spread desolation 
9?er the land ; when the oppressed are roused 
to avenge themselves on their shameless oppres- 
SOV8, and men with ulcerated hearts, and pas^ 
sions blown up into fury, by coming into con^ 
tact, impetuonsly rush beyond all the sacred 
bounds of reason and jnstice, and make the 
earth flow with the blood of its inhabitants. 

Again, in the circle of yonr own families, if 
you wish your domestics and dependents to per- 
form their respective duties with alacrity and 
cheerfulness, and to serve you from a principle 
of affection, rather than from servile fear, treat 
them with an amiable condescension. Pru^ 
dence, ever attentive to preserve the necessary 
subordinations in society, most certainly will 
not allow of familiarity with them^ But still 
you must respect them as your fellow-creatures, 
and respect yourselves by treating them as such. 
Domineering, boisterous language will only ex- 
pose your weakness, and give them contemp- 
tuous ideas of your understanding and your 
heart : and, in that case, their ardour to oblige 
you and comply with your desires will be con- 
siderably abated. 

In a word, in all your intercourse with men 
endeavour to make yourselves esteemed by pre- 
venting others in honour : Every union which 
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js'not fouoded on esteem must socm be djssolii- 
ed. For, the b^art of mm, be it .eter. so cor^ 
rajit, will yieldt for tbe most part, to diBcretioq, 
affabllityi meeknesfif and coodeBdension : and 
l>$ it ever so well formed by iDstruetion and fhe 
influeQce of dinne grace, will be strongly ieropt- 
ed.to revolt gainst arrogant, barsbaiid violeal; 
prOcjeedtngs. But J ba«t)sn to consider .tbe s&. 
Qond admooilipn of the apoatle : B^ice wUi 
them Hat rejoice,, tveep with th&k that weep. 
- 2. In tbi^idoes.onr religion appear tralyaini*- 
ajble, and prove its desoebt from the fathor of 
knercies ; in its codtiocial attention to inicuiraite 
4be duties, and promote the comforts of faMial 
J«fe« The exbortatiori of St Paul is evidently 
jC^lcnlated to enhance tbe happiness; tod ^riii^ 
gat^ the griefs of our fellow-flPien : since tl^ir 
joys are heightened ; by being communieafed^ 
and th^ir sorrows are lesseued by being divided 
jfito separate streams < Thi^ disposition (o take 
An interest in. the concerns of odr Qeigbbonr, if 
it be sincere ; for like every other good quality 
it is often affected, and by the artful a)id de^ 
signing employed as the raeaqp of forwarding 
their selfish aims aod intentions: but, if i^ be 
sincere, it really leads us out of o^irsjelves, to 
adopt the sentiments and the interests of o^t^eri^ 
Oh ! cherish, my beloved friends, cherish, If p^ 
treat you, this excellent and lovely fueling, of 
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heart; donotaedLtolilantit, but^to gi?e itstiH 
«fioer edge. Beasoti appl^iids it, gfrace im^ 
.proves it; and it .essentially belongsi to the cben 
jvcter of a Tirtuous Chiristiati . Of it oar bless- 
^ Redeemer has set before us a memorable id- 
stance. Whea the sisters of Lazarus seat to 
ina, iojfiimg : ZMrd^ behold he whom thou hn^t 
i$ mck. Thoagh he knew as he declared, that 
this sickness was not fitmUy wito death, but for 
the gUnj of God: that the Son of God might 
be glorified by it { though he kuew also that he 
.was about to raise him to life : still when h^ 
came to the grave of his beloved friend, and 
stood in the midst of his afflicted relatives, he 
cslught instantly the 00ft infection of their itor- 
row, and together with the weeping friends, in 
tender sympathy, Jesus also wept. John xi. 3. 

This disposition will be 'productive of the 
happiest effects both to othetrs and to ourselves. 
It will powerfully assist us in the proper per- 
formance of all our social duties. If our good 
offices to our fellowrcreatures be done merely 
from decency and to save appearances; or froda 
an impulse of fear ; or from selfishness, which 
prompts some men to show kindness, that they 
niay meet with large returns : in this case, the 
exterior of ^behavioar may be fair enough ; but 
the^ are not deeds of real kindness: very small 
is their value, and less the dependance that can 
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\he placed upon ttietn. Even, if we perform 
these offioeg from a principle of duty, but witb- 
ottt any warmth of affection ; so far we are en- 
titled to some degree of praise: biit whata di^ 
fsrent €Siei^y is given to the same actions, and 
what an exquisite delight attends them, wheU 
they flow from a tender heart. 
' This disposition will moreover open for our- 
-selves various sources of pleasures which to the 
hard and unfeeling are wholly unknown. It 
will, in 'some sense, put us in possession of all 
the ad vantages and blessings, which divine Pro- 
videuce hath imparted to other men. In'pro- 
'portion with their happiness, ours will increase 
also, under the influence of this social impulse. 
The sports of chilcUiood, the innocent pleasures 
of youth, the vigorous exertions of manhood, 
the matured wkdom of age, the industry of man 
<K>nducted to a prosperous issue, our country 
flourishing^in affluence, our mariners returning 
^crowned with success from the pursuits of ne^ 
cessary war, or beneicial commerce, the vernal 
sun reviving the face of natnre, the plenteous 

• 

fruits, which autumn pours forth for m^n's. sup- 
port and comlbrt — all these, and every other 
effect of Heaven's gracious bounty will be to us 
a spring of purest pleasure. Neither let it be 
contended that the same disposition will lay our 
Jiearts open to be pierced with many sorrows 



298 

from tbe distresMS of otbers-fHiorr4w8 wiiicft 
may, mote thap coQDterbalance its pleasoresi 
No, my lN*6threa ; for sncb has been the apt 
pointmeDt of our ]o?ing Creator, that eTen tbe 
melanoboly of sympathy gives birth to pleaaiog 
freDsatioos, which far surpass the highest grati*^ 
fications of selfish men ; and when tbe heart is 
touched with virtuous sorrow, an attractive 
charm fails not to mingle itself with every paio^ 
ful emotion. 

3* The third admonition given to us by tbe 
apostle, in order to the maintaining of peace 
and union, is to be of one mind towards one an- 
4)therf and to condescend to the humble. This 
you will do, if you be ready to give up your 
opinion, or to desist from enforcing it, rather 
than keep up a contest, about things which of 
thi^ir own nature are unimportant, and bav^ no 
connexion with the interests of truth and virtue. 
If those with whom you associate, and esp^r 
cially those with whom you are constrained to 
dwell, either by ties of blood, or iu consequence 
of tbe nuptial contract, entertain {oclination coor 
trary to yours ; conform to their wishes : or alt 
least do not strongly oppose them : provided 
they be not criminal, nor lead to any thiug de*- 
triineotal. Alas ! what a shocking scene is ^x*- 
hibited, when persons, who must live together^ 
^tudy each other's wishes, only to thwart them: 
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l^ill obftmately do, what they know iobd dis« 
agreeable: and always fiDd some upeciotis pre^ 
text for dinpeuBing with tbemseliDes from pleas« 
iag and abiding ! This is the effect of snalicioua 
pride, which infatuates men in fayoor of Ifaeir 
own opinions ; makes them ambitious to hold 
dominion over the reason of others ; and rather 
believes that all the rest of men ai^ deceived^ 
than that itself can be in an error, Hencethose 
coldnesses, and contentions in the sacred bands 
of wedlock, which fill so many hours with bit^ 
terdess. Hence those violent animosities in 
men, who pretend to be zealous for justice and 
truth ; while the only object of their zeal is the 
gratification of their own 'vanity, and sordid 
self-love. Children of men, formed by naftnrs 
to live and feel as brethren, how long will you 
continue to estrange yourselves one from an-^ 
ptber, by competitions and jealonsies, when in 
cordial union yon might be truly blest ! 

But you will ask : What can be done topre<» 
vent snch dissensions ? There are characters, 
you will say, to which to accommodate oneself 
is impossible : persons, whom a mere nothing 
will make sore and fretful, will awaken to snis* 
picion, and inflame to resentment. Certainly to 
keep peace with men of that description is ex- 
ceedingly diflScult; and thediflSculty is acknow- 
ledged by the apostle, when he says : Tf* it be 
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pamNtf as much as is intfouy Kave peace with all 
mem. (Rom. xii. 18.) But in prbportion'to the 
difficntty, the obligation increases of being more 
circamspecty anil more attentire, not to gire 
them provocation. You are not master of their 
hnnionrs : you cannot form their tempers to a 
coincidence with yours. But you can so bend 
and fashion your own, as to bear with their ca* 
prices and infirmities. Yon know, that yoilr 
friend, your spouse or companion^ is naturally 
hot and impetuous: try then to bring him to 
gentleness by your patience, and to soften him 
by your moderation. If he be ever so disoblig- 
ing and ungrateful, you still need not despair 
of at length gaining him over by disinterested- 
ness and noble generosity. 

Observe, at the «ame time, this condescenr- 
sion must be seasoned with discretion : it must 
not d^enerate into a' weakness and 'timidity, 
which would betray the rights^ of conscience, 
by authorizing the bad passions of others. Nei- 
ther should the love of * peace shut your eyes 
against the disorders and abuses that exist in 
yoiir own family. There are occasions, when, 
from charity and tender regard for our neigh-^ 
hour, we are bound to set ourselves up in op- 
position to him, and zealously to combat his 
sentiments. The salvation of our soul and of 
his must be preferred before the sweets of peace- 
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ful uuioD. We must not regard giving; him pain 
for objects of such momentous concern. 

Bat these occasions do not often; present them- 
selves: and far the greater part of the differences 
between mea originate in little occurrences, and 
trifles of the utmost insignificance. Be you 
above such childish contests. Let your immor- 
tal soul look down with conscious dignity on 
all the agitations of vanity, and swellings of 
misplaced indignation. Love your neighbour 
in Christ Jesus: an.d your love will be constant; 
because built on an immoveable rock : sincere; 
because cemented by truth and rectitude: in^ 
nocent ; because not defiled by any sinister, 
carnal, nor worldly views. Love in Christ 
Jesus :. and the tti)ion. of respect for your feN 
low*creatpres^ of sympathy with their joys and 
fiiorfpws, and of gielf-constraint to avoid giving 
them offence^ will. infallibly secure your present 
peace,, and qualify you for a mansion in tha 
Jbl^ssed abodes of charity and eternal rest. 



SERMON IX. 

t 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE 

EPIPHANY. 



ON CONFESSION. 



Goy sliew thyself to the priest, and offer the gift 
which Moses commanded for a testimony untd 
them. — Matt. viii. 4. 

When this leper, and other lepers medtioned 
in the gospels, implored the siiccoor of our Re- 
deemer, in order to their being cleansed from 
the loathsome, ignominious and dangerous ma- 
lady, with which they were afflicted, he com* 
manded them to go and shew themselyes to the 
priests : and, in this, he began to point out the 
remedy, which he meant to prescribe to all who 
should believe in him, in order to our being 
purified from a leprosy infinitefy more grievous, 
shocking and fatal in its consequences, and that 
is the guilt which contaminates our immortal 
souls ; commanding us to go to his ministers, 
as to our spiritual physicians, to make them 
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acquainted with the circumstances of our case,; 
to disclose to them all our spiritual infirmities. 

Never can we sufficiently admire and praise 
the divine goodness in this sacred institution. 
Alas ! what would become of us, if the Lord 
delighted in exercising his. vengeance ! Nay, 
what would become of us, if he pardoned his 
goilty creatures but once only! Iiito what an 
abyss of miseries should most 6f us have been 
plunged ! Bui, happily for us, again and again 
he stretches forth the arms of his goodness to 
receive us to his embraces. He is willing to' 
efface and to forget all our iniquities. With 
this view he hath instituted a sacrament, which 
is the resource and comfort of penitent sinners; 
in which he wdshes»away our sins with bis own 
blood, blots out the hand • writing which was 
against us; restores to us the dignity of bis 
friends and favourites, dnd reinstates us in our 
right to an inheritance in his kingdom :-^a sa- 
crament) which cleansing away all the defile^ 
ments of our souls, is truly a fountain of life. 

And yet, my beloved friends, who can suffi- 
ciently deplore the blindness and corruption 
of the human heart, when we see so many 
Christians, who derive no manner of advantage 
from these gracious appointments of their Re- 
deemer ; who keep themselves obstinately at a 
distance from his graces, or are afraid to ap- 
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preach to that tribunal which he hathestablish-^; 
ed in their. favour; who, notwithstanding they^ 
may find in an humble and penitent declaration 
of their sins, a complete remedy for all their in* 
firmities, and deliverance from all their miseries; 
still like persons in the delirium of a fever, in-/ 
seiisible to their own situation, and agitated, 
with: violent transports, flee from the remedy 
with .as much horror, as they, ought to shew ea- . 
gemess and ardour for attaining it. 

This is an evil which, we should endeavour 
tOTcmove by every exertion, of zeal; and Hea- 
ven grant I may contribute something towards . 
so desirable an end, by shewing you,,a6lnow 
mean to do, in. the first place, that confession, as ; 
enjoined in theCatholic chufch, is,.by the posi-, 
tive institution of Christ Jesus, a necessary con-, 
dition, unless there be an .impossibility of com-, 
plying with it, for obtaining the remission ofthe. 
sins we fall into after. baptism. . This point I wish ; 
to place in full evidence, as well to confirm your 
faith, as for the information of persons of a. 
difllerent religious persuasion ; who for. want of 
knowing the arguments on which. the practice 
of confession js grounded, and the dispositions, 
by which we require it to be accompanied, are 
apt to form of it a very unfavourable opinion. 
Secondly, to encourage you to the performance 
of this duty, I.wili call. your. attention to its. 
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manifold advantages in, /acHitatuig the great 
work of our everlasting salvation.. . . 

1. First : to . forgive sins, my brethren; to 
efface the stains, .with which they defile the 
sanl ; to restore the criminal to his forfeited 
rights ; to clothe him again with the white robe 
of innocence, most certainly is oniyiaihe power 
of the Divine Beings against whom the sins are 
committed : insomuch^ that no creatare, whe- 
ther man or angel, however exalted in dignity, 
and however perfect it be .supposed, can ever 
pretend to it, of its own right, and unless dele- 
gated by his sovereign majesty. As often, 
therefore, as you declare your guilt to the mini- 
ster of God, and bewailit at his feet in Ihe tribu- 
nal of penance, you must carry the eye of your 
mind beyond the person, to whom you immedi- 
ately unfold the state of yaur consciences, and 
fix it on the supreme Lord of hipa, of you^ and 
of all. The Lord himself there «peaks to you 
by his representative, and exercises a jurisdic- 
tion which is essentially his own.: and if man 
has any authority in that tribunal, it is the au- 
thority of a mere agent, an authority derived to 
him from the eternal source and plenitude pf 
dignity and power. 

This being properly understood : the only 
question is, whether our Redeemer has really 
appointed his ministers to act as his represen- 

VOL. I. X . 



306 



In tlis important conceirh/aad command- 
cdl kis people to declare to ibeib the intqtiitt^B 
with wliicli they are charged, and to Seek from 
them the ietaiis^bn of their gmft Consnliing 
the book of (be gospels, I find in the twentieth 
chapter Of St. John, thiit dfter his re^urrectioD , 
%f«s a&yf'tmd'kiod in iHe tiddit of lits ' dSsd- 
pTes, mmi tiSi liiUo fXaii .• Peace he imo )fou. 
"As'the'Tailier hath send Me, I al^ send^ym. 
W%im he Mad' said tUs, 'he irea^d onthein ; 
lout he said to i%^: lUienieye ikeMolyGkost: 
'ichose'sinJ^du ihcJl /oirgiiiey they are fotgiven 
ihM : akd whose '^s'jrOK shdU retain, they are 
VtU&ied. If in ttie'^acre^l wri^Dgsihere be aiD'y 
^iDg, ^hi^iii'is cl^4nli cfaq^licit, here is evicleut- 
)y a conimissioD to 'fdi^ve'sios/ stamped, sis I 
Idaay ^jr.'^itlb 'the brc»'d seal' of Heaved, iand 
^eliveired'Vy bur Loi^ to 'those, foVhoia he 
cdmtjitited ttfe' charge' of 'py^eachlag the gdsp^l 
ittid of ^ovefbibg 'bis eh'iiir<:)i ;-^to ihoBe, whotn 
he''d'i^£i^i^1^^ 'sent,'^as the Father had sent 
hftti. ]^6t, trfkV jiartici/far' notice : 'this is' not 
a iww^r 'of 'ft'^Vidg siHs indlsci'raiidawly ; 
W'a'fflScr^tlBtikl'ifcrWf, a power <0 "be ex- 



ir^m "^h df k'ce'itiiiiglit,' \Wth Wfflciettt\ri6 w- 
ledge of the cause. For, it 'is a'ppWer of rfe- 
mftting; aod"i'ptf^ei''ofre^iWtfg ; of teitofttlng, 
VHerfe Ue ilHii^r Shew-s^'satisfectory liiktts of 
'dm&6^oM^Mciiim'Md 6tii Bhangebfti^artf 
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of retfdi^iog, vb^n ihe mm w^ ^ Bmh a Qnture, 
as lo j^i)uice r€«il;iitirtion9 W}4 ;^Qp«mNUo»g to lie 
iQ^de/.^r rfM^BciMatido wit^ hq injur^ iMs^b^ 
Uom:, aod the «;irwisr riefus0s tQ^alii^pU» or wbea 
lie dpe^ QOit^we ^ql^iaoLtiftlpcfiQ^s of his deterr 
u^iqation jto 4iE^aiH:e .hiw«etf frciw ewry ^)6de$ 
of aoiquity . TJiis is Abe |iow.er given to ihe 
apQ^tlep and jifbeir ^uecesisors jn the .mini^ry. 
N<i^, jthiis poirer, ii(^itho.iiiittjtbeiea0fe$aion of the 
mm^if mPxAd be !wga.tory ; ,tt .would Jn fact be 
nppower wbateyer. fieoaajte, .how qmi <t2iey 
e^cerci^eiUxbOv judgd^buft ains they are to £e- 
m^ »(id ^b9t 4;p it^a,in, unle83 .tbe^ips be made 
HA9M9 to Ibefp ? lAod mhQ cm mi^ .them en- 
tlKJiy JkoAirRj but the iperspo v.bo .cooiautt*ed * 
ijhpm ? ^PB«.99«eIy qpn t^oovei^ llie >eecr<et9 0/ 
a Jiipin'rS heart, /etod (peoetriM;e ioto Ahe xmes^m 
of bis iQpni^Qce, ctxcept Ibe spirit of a man, 

v>hic|i;i^ xKitbiii bim. 

iW^jSft b49 ^D already s^id is abondt^atly 
s^$^ieRt4P i^fute the opinioo ftf tbo^ i^bp 
pret^B^ 4l»it (Goqfei^ipo Js ,b»t 4 f^^Lpsan io^^ir 
tp|»pii, atid,a« eqgine pf eqclesiMtiofid policy : 
f^rtitjaiprpived to be tbe special appoiritipent 
of jJ^sw. Christ. 3pt let u/? gp a little farther. 
X(,it be #iiot a 4bipe ordi^apce, let .our udye*'- 
s^riea iikfomi «s i^wbefe, Ji^y <wbpin, and itt what 
agp^it ^99 ftrst iostrodtwed* flio^w could. such 

^ikislMnlipn /ifj^>gai#^rpuqd in pnieicouutr}:, 

x2 
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and make ite way into all other Christiati na- 
tioiis without opposition? When any other no- . 
^tiea ba¥e been brooght in, men have always 
taken the- alarm. When new opinions were 
broached in opposition to the received doc- 
trines concerning the natures and unity of per- 
sons in Christ — mwe speculatiye tenets, which , 
subject men to no painful restraints in prac- 
tice; a universal clamour was instantly rais- 
ed, and violent commotions agitated the whole 
Christian world. And woald an institation, like 
this of confession, a law which so immediately 
interests every individual, and touches, in the 
most delicate and tender part — ^a law, which, 
our adversaries say, is a torture to men's con-^ 
sciences, would it have been received without 
resistance ? Would all nations and people have 
submitted their necks to be trampled on by a 
cruel tyranny, withont an effort to oppose the 
usurpation? If I were now to declare, that all 
persons, under pain of everlasting reprobation, 
were obliged to abandon their possessions and 
bury themselves in solitude, should I gain 
much credit? No, my friends ; a doctrine, like 
that which would affect men's temporal inte- 
rests and social enjoyments ; and a doctrine, 
like this of confession, which hurts their natu- 
ral pride and impugns their liberty, would 
never make its way in the world, without the 
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saBction of divine authority. ' Men may reason 
as they please : but candour must acknoMriedge, 
that the practice oir confession in the universal 
church, a practice; of which it is impossible to 
fix the origin, in any period of time^ since the 
first establishment of Christianity, and the uni- 
versal consent and concurrence of all the learn- 
ed, of all Christian people, and of all ages, till 
within about these last two hundred years, 
prove an immemorial tradition, an apostolical 
tradition, an institution of Jesus, the author and 
finisher of our faith. Such are the solid grounds 
on which we build Our persuasion ; and thus 
we are ready always to satisfy every mian tfyat 
asketh us a reason of that hope which is in us. 

Sut, we will now inquire what was the 
motive which induced our Redeemer to esta- 
blish this penitential tribunal, and subject his 
people to its dominion. Doubtless, my belov- 
ed, this has been done, with a view to some be-< 
nefit, which will accrue to us from such an in- 
stitution ; and this brings me to consider th^ 
advantages of confession, as I proposed to do, 
in the second place. 

2. It may be affirmed with confidence, and 
oh ! may I be able to give you a thorough con- 
viction of this truth ! that no means can be em- 
ployed for maintaining us in regularity of con- 
duct and facilitating our progress in the path)S» of 
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Stud pMt^M, tUMn tdfllMnHIy i9criS^«iMg 6M- 

mtlkmilf ftbm Odd Md by btto ifpoieuA tb 
ArSGt 6ut Mvf&ntt: Midh m^ btrdMettf- 

ir^rdii oirf ijsapifmem^hf hi efifry tttdrA gtwd 
hf ah etfll^iMed^ {^fffd^fftr/MolMd direMot, to 
wb0m ^^ gitd our eotfAdMe^^ atid to trhMe 
ir^feKlQdtmociM attd fc€^fifeel» w« Itdteiv wittt slt- 
tentire ftod d<oci}e ttftn^. CcHtt«rMDt hi all Ifeie 
bradcbeiTdf fiFomlart^ifti'M^lidal law^acqti^t- 
ed irith the secret 6{lmgs df tBe iMmmtv b^tft, 
det^BtOtned to dietect t^e ih iA\ itt fetliiis^ ^ttd 
Mripit oAftft ingirk>08disgtiiMi», and ^iasned b Ms 
opititomd and deci6k>iia by im nelf-int^rcftse ii#r 
{lasdion, be can sh^nr tis tb<$ isfioC where daager 
lui^ks ia ambasteade to seii;eoft tb^ uti^xp^ien^- 
ed, the thdugh«lesb ttnd ttt6 atit^afy r diacbver tb 
lis t;fae serpent, that lies bidden m^^ tbe blobttl- 
itigand imiting^W^f] tlie engagibg abd pleas- 
ing eoftnejfcions, Wbidh the aeteurity of odr in- 
ttocetic^ irequiifes shid^«)dbe brbkm off: the cttru- 
paiii^s ahd parties, which tti«is)t be^ avoided ; 
the temptations, which must be^irded agaibist, 
a^ad the arms, with whiiefa wea?e to repel <^eir 
attacks. By ^e Tnili:rence o# bis 2teal, and the 
tyast We refpo^ in bii jud^ebt, as likewise 
by tlte anetion of Hia eiKM|««fe^e&, iti th^tiwKU 
moAient, SHrhen we liltta to bitii, afe to the tepre- 



il)iilence of (la^sioD ^ ?oot qut tho^ epoqities 
anfi. JAa,lou?ie^ which d^sti:es^ ^ndi teai; oiij 
h^if^;>pg^e PS to fj^r^iye'the fyjuriea^ '^;^ 
hay? i:e9eiv^d,^pd to repair t^ ^/j^ Tf. ^W 
don^ to. oth^r^ ; inspire us ^ith ^ \ove fpr tifuyj 
^d justice ; and difi^se thf?^ 9j{r^^9^^^^ 
aesiy^, wor4?^ ^qd actbns, ^ spirit of pulf^ej 

'^h^ s^ni^ ^c(thprit^ ^^^i?h coDstitptes him 

hw al^o o^jr pa^or, pur gRJde, and the phy- 
^iciau of 9U| ?ouIp. Our ^hysipi^n ; |o applj^ 
the sp^cifiq rjemedy to our particular disorclers, 
and to ])i;e^cribe the ^'psimen necesi^arv for pre- 
yeptin^ ^ r^Japse, and maintaining ourselves in 
newness of life. Our guide : to mark out the 
track lyhicp we oiusft pursue, as pur way to 
happi^e^f . Opr shepherci ; to recall us from 
our wandqringis and copduct us back to the fold 
of Cbri$t» and place us in the pastures of truth 
%9^ iSfSP?- Tb? successors pf the ajiostles, be. 
ins inyei^ted iwith these oualities by yirtue of 
their ptunislry, doubtless receke graces fronpi 
tj^eir Pt^ine^^aster, toepabl^ them to discharge 
t^e djtie^ Iff Rff ed t.9.' ^eir pffice J-grac^ 
YihW WP?^ Rfftdope the V^ob} beqeBcial cons^ 
W«PCfif , in 8uc^ as apply for ^heir assistancf 
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IB the order which God himself bath 
established. Thus he hath been pleased to 
govern, and to form to holiness, the most emi- 
nent saints, and most illustrious characters, 
that have adorned the Christian name. Certain- 
ly, he could have sanctified their souls^ and ex- 
alted them to the highest degree of perfection 
wi^out any intermediate agency. But he 
chose to subject all, clei^y, bishops, popes, 
laity, nobles, princes and people, rich and 
poor, learned and unlearned to the direction 
of other men ; and frequently of men less en- 
lightened and less virtuous than themselves: 
using the vireak and foolish things of this world, 
to improve the wise and the strong ; and thus 
making all things ultimately tend to the good 
of his elect. 

But, my beloved friends, to secure to your- 
selves these benefits, you must apply to the 
tribunal of penance, with the utmost candour, 
sincerity, openness and humility of heart. Alas! 
Iiian:y, who would; pretend to be penitents^, are 
afrsdd of that counsel and assistance, which 
they think would, carry them farther from iniqui- 
ty than they would wish to go. They seek for 
a confessor, who wfll ask them no questions ; 
give them no trouble ; from whom they hear no 
remonstrances ; receive no; advice : who will 
be satisfied with ?i very superficial account of 
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• the state of therr souls. Ah ! my friends, Hea^ 
ven forbid yoir should thus wilfully impose on 
yourselves! If you go not td the minister of 
Christ with a real desire to abandon the evil of 
your ways ; profane not, at least, profane riot 
the ordinance of God : approach not to that sa- 

' cred tribunal : do not convert the blessings, 
"which Jesus offers to you, into so many occa- 
sions of guilt and misery. 

Again, nOy brethren, to consider confession 
in itself, and independently of the lights and 
graces, by which it is attended, experience 
teaches, that it operates as a most powerful re- 
straint on the intemperate sallies of our pas- 
sions, and a check to the criminal desires of 
onr hearts/ This thought : If Iconsent to this 
wicked and shameful gratification, however se- 
cretly, I must declare it to my pastor, or it will 
not be forgiven : this thought does more often- 
times towards inspiriting our souls to resist the 
allurements of vice, than the most solid reason- 
iogand most pathetic exhortation. This is par- 
ticularly verified in those -who make frequent 
use of confession, and for whom consequently 
the time fbr Confessing is never very distant. 
The thought of confession has held back many 
piersons, on the brink' of a precipice, doi^n 
which they would have been infallibly hurried 
by their inordinate {iropensities : and the same 
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of l)iHWW ¥9,\me^ W»»^^ ^ ^»^Ht^ of ^ 

dinate self-love. Go ^if.^ % fi^ ?§fW^9^«>:M 
XAIIf ^f^Fet «f^ yp«r ^WJ^Jf af^ i^ perfect 

ki>ew ?lr^^:r ; ^^ ¥a^ ^i^iv^ tj^e fftii^gs^ ^^ 

yp^ iM:e Ji^jr ^ t^ pqffaf tipfi, wbicb gin^ 

IP py^rl^ljpg I^Hs^, b^ Hlfff^!^ ^f*Hen yp»j. 
y«»Hr r^pmt^iffi§ Jfi}}} ffip^}^ you to ^jpa ap^r 

.ate ip ypp th^t w^ff^, iiyfti^b, s^ ! h^ h^ 

will ft4ilW^6 ^P ym ^ m^ef ftf ^ij'ise gr%cft 

sipR^ ; ^ ;he >yilj[ jftin ^f^ ^ c^M «PJr 
rite, iptbfU jpjr, yf'^ fcjjicl? l^y ;^^ ^^^ ^ 
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ymOy ny beknRoi fricndB, ok! yoit wiU ^OKp^ 
iiefice tba^ligbtness o£fipirit», UesHt chiefffciloMs 
€fS MHil^ vhiob k tile eoiltequeMe of eMiog jmirr 
hetrto of 9^ iMtirdeoy tbat weighed tlKi&. doiMu 
Yours will be that eMpiiaite deligbl» ,wl)iieb w 
the fruit of ft giQod coDKience^. Youcs ^« 
abvDdant consolatioiMiy that flow ip npom a ^Mil^ 
purified 'from guilt, decorated faj diTina giacj^ 
and made the temple of the Holy Ghost. 

These and inanj other are tbe acjva&tages to 
be derived from a aincere, Entire and bumble 
confeesioo of your sins ; provided always, that 
your confessioa be accompanied by a real grief 
and comp<uictie» of boart, for your past trans^ 
gi^eseiofis, a rooted detestatiea of your erimes^ 
aa eflectval detertuNntjeo to make every rcpar 
ratioa for them, id your power, and a srtrong^ 
vigorous resolution never more to deviate, ia 
any particular, from the observance o£ the laws 
of your Creaton These dispositions constitute 
the very essence of repentance. Without them 
confession is totally imavailable, and the abso* 
intioR yo4i recebe is void of every efiect, but 
the melancholy effect of inoreasing yosr guilty 
by reavon of your addiiig to your other orimes 
a aacrifegious inirolt to Ghrist Jesus. Ohf 
Ofalrisliani^, if yekir hearts be not really chang^^ 
when yota apply to yOnr pastor to be absolved 
from your guilt; lo the moment, when he 
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stffttchcsottt hts'arm and praoottDces thesa* 
ep^ ^ords, Jesiis pronouQceB the siBntence of 
yoldr condemnation. How dreadfal ad oppo- 
flMon of sentences ! * I absolfe tliee, say id the 
priest, I, who am hot the dispenser bf the my- 
steries of God ; I who, cannot see through the 
veil, which yon . can throw over yonr heart ; 
I, who can jnd^e only from yoiir own de* 
clarations, and am not proof against disgcnse 
and deceit ; I absolve thee : and I, satth our 
«oveFe^n Jndge, I, who lay open all the intri- 
cacies of conscience ; - 1; who behold the venom 
which lurks in your heart; I, who regard a 
cheat put on my ministers, as an outrage offered 
to myself; I, who have so often accursed the 
hypocrite, the impostor, and the man of double 
heart; I condemn you, and consign you to eter* 
nal perdition. 

That you may avoid this misfortune; of all 
others the most lamentable, meditate seriously 
an the motives to contrition, and let them sink 
into the very depth of your soul. Reflect, that, 
in consenting to sin, you have preferred the 
most worthless of creatures, before the Lord of 
infinite wisdom, power, beauty, greatness and 
majesty: you have despised the admonitions 
and inspirations of grace, to listen to, andto 
follow, the suggestions of yourinfernal enemy : 
you have violated your most solemn baptianial 
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engagements, renounced your dignity of sons 
of Gody brethren of Jesus and heirs of heaven, 
to take up with this world and its paltry and 
transient emoluments: you have renounced 
your redemption through Jesus, and trampled 
under your feet the very bloody that was spiUed 
for your salvation. If your minds be filled 
with these ideas, every worthy sentiment will 
quickly be enkindled in your souls ; you will 
blush at your degraded .$tate ; you will detest 
your ingratitude, baseness and perfidy; you 
wSl be .pierced through wilh.Qiany sorrows; 
the' tears of compunction will stream from your 
eyes ; aiid you will present to Jesus in his tri- 
bunal of mercies, that humbled and contrite 
heart, which his infinite goodness will readily 
receive to bis afiectiohate embraces. 



SERMON X. 

f OURTH SUNDAY AFT£R TflE 

EPIPHANY: 



iM VQB SUFF WINGS. (MP THflfi *U[.PE. 



'MthM a gnat tempest w^Me in ike Ma^ jo that 
iAe^skip was-cMfir^ tWUh waues^ hut he was 
asleep: and Ms disciples came to him, and 
awakened him, saying: Lardy save us: we 
perish. — ^Matt. Tiii. '24. 

Behold anioiage of Jnfaatpaasese^n^ elajr^ 
before our eyes, and io the midst of us ! The 
disciples of Jesus, his faithful, virtuous follow- 
ers are, by the disposition of divine Providence, 
embarked, as it were, on a tempestuous and 
stormy sea. Their Master indeed is always 
with them, ever ready to enlighten and support 
them. But still there are a thousand occasions, 
in which, to judge from appearances, we should 
think that he was at a distance from them, that 
he deserted and forgot them ; — a thousand oc- 
currences, in which he seems in their regard, 
as in the vessel with his disciples, to be over- 
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pbwerea by sl^ep. A^ tf% tff^ ^alNif^ d&^n 
the streaeth of Wtn%/lie pis^te^ fb^i^^l^g #itl^ 
tb Sd ^bftih M^ ^¥¥brs, \he hbinf^tWs wfMn 
io srweH^^bd fokiA, %^iifl VnenVce thelli Witfa ^e- 
ktructibu, the titifl lighttiiDgs to fla^b ^rotfhid 
them, and his trennf^ndtkis tbUnd^f«s to bi^fiik 
over th^ feark, fn Ij^hich they tboagfet tb^m^ 
Wives pnrstiing -i "jW-oSfierous - couree. -He siif- 
ten f hem to be e^ip^si^d to tlie ttei^auUs Of vio* 
lent temptation^, %ii^ Hftititimes tbhe afflicted, 
abd ^almost oH^eJ^fa^^IW^d, by the mifteries ^ 
Iffe. Who trbat biKolds the vittiib^ oan iu 
iiucb t] Yi^ti^e^s, v96tiYd -belieVe tfa^t 4here existed 
adrrine Pr&vWenbfe,'Of tv^hich he tras the spe- 
fcfal eare? Who *WcWM -toot rather think that be 
%as the bbj(6dt of Odd's displeasure : especiall}% 
Mrhen the widk^d "Ste 'S^ein to floiarish in fall 
jp^Vospertty, to posi^s^ tile first dignities of the 
^arfh, to abourifd Svith affluence, to revel in the 
luxurious bowers of seo^tiral iddolg^nce, to have* 
fevfery pleasure ready to minister to them, to 
edjoy^all that in this v^&rtdds Mi(€d#r>rtune an^d 
fi&'ppidess? 

It was at th^'view df tbis^i«(^ibation' of hu" 
'tijftn things, ^ l»arp^isingr^o pdiVtiatin appear* 
«^nce,^bo little codforiiiftble -to 66r<ideas of the 
divine 'Wisdoti][!and'jf»stiee,'th^tthe^ royal pro- 
1>bfet crifed o«t: Anse, tf^by'deepisst thou, O 
^Lifrdt ^drt^e Wd cHist ^s-^MoffPo the itid. 
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Wkf tmrmtit thou t^faee away ? andforgeUesi 
mar froMl and our trouble 7 For our soul is hum-- 
kkd doom to the dust : — arise^ O Lord, help. us ^ 
msd rtdeean us for tAj[ name's sake. (Ps. Ixiii.). 
Ajid hence the faithful fpUow^rs of J^susy when 
SQfleriogs are made their portioor OQ.th^ earthy 
whea the world is . unfriepdly, wheo domestic 
broils break, their peace, or poblic calamities . 
destroy their comforts ; when they are oppress- 
ed, calumniated, reviled and persecuted, de- 
jected ID heart, or tortured wkh. bodily pain ; 
are tempted to fitU into . inipatience, to repine^ ^ 
to.murmur, and. to call on their Saviour in the 
words of the apostles : JLord save us : tpe perish. 
We perish : and thou regardest not : calamity 
rushes in upon us, and bears us down, and thou ^ 
seemest insensible to our wretched situation. . 
To these urgent entreaties the Lord makes 
4he same reply, which he made to his alarmed 
' and terrified disciples : Why are ye fearfidy O 
ye qf little faith ? Where is your confidence, in 
my goodness and power? Am not I with you ? 
Of what then can you be afraid? Christiansr, . 
mysterious are the ways of divine Providence, 
in its conduct towards God's elect, and for your 
support £^nd consolation, I will endeavour this 
day to give you some insight into. them. Fqr 
tbi^ purpose I mean to. shew you, that there is 
no.thiug in the sight of suffering virtue,vwhich . 
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ought in any degree to shake our faith )E^nd du 
minish oiir confidence in the promises of our 
gracious Redeemer ; but that, on the contrary^ 
our faith may be confirmed, and our confidence 
fixed more immoveably, by the afflicj;ions, ivhich 
so often fall to the lot of righteous men. 

There is nothing in suflering virtue, by which 
our faith ought, to be any way disconcerted. 
One of the greatest lights of the Christian church 
has observed, that the secrets of God ought to 
command our veneration, ought to awaken .our 
attention to consider them, and to endeavour 
respectfully to become acquainted with them, 
as far as is allowed to us; but should never, 
meet with any thing in our minds, which may 
tend, in the remotest degree, to revolt or oppo- 
sition. Now, to apply this maxim to the pre- 
sent subject : supposing that we could see no 
reason fbr'^.the unequal distribution. of goods 
and evils in this life ; supposing it were all ^n 
impenetrable abyss, in which our mind is ber 
wildered, and finds nothing on which it can rest; 
still it would be our part to bow down in hum-, 
ble acquiescepce, and say with St. Paul: O the 
depth of the riches ofthe.unsdom and of the know- 
ledge of .God! How incomprehensible are his 
judgments^ and how unsearchable hiswa^sl 
Rom.:^i. 

Because, my brethren, we have a thousand 

VOL. I. Y 
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ooavinciDg, demonstrfttive proofii» that a Pro- 
tidemce piendes oitt the anivtfse, and that iib<- 
tfahig can happen) m it, without the order or 
permuMmm* •£ infiiiite wisdom and mfiaite good^ 
ne88« We ned bat look round ns oa tte face 
of the eavth, contenapliaite: the hesvei^' bodtea 
in the fiMiMfliMt, or inspect any of the works 
of GmI : all tiiese loadiy proclaim, enfotoi^ and 
penmlde thia conaoiiog tnith* But agaisat 
tiiete ivresiatflble evidmcea thene arises in; my 
mind Ibis difficattf^: if there be such a Provi- 
deoM, i say tO) uyseil^ why does it sufier tt» 
ijjgbteootf to* be oppressed, while the impious 
aire eotalisd^? But is k reatsondoie that, because 
there is one poieii^ which I canoot clear up; I 
should wanrer i» my belief of the ddetrine of 
Prwfdeoee, which is wratten in luodnous cha- 
netars eis Ihe feed of heav^i and earth 2 Cer- 
tainly not. Te iim ebsosrityv which perptoxes 
me, on the one side« I shooEd oppose the evi- 
dedoe, which. Ainesi Car nm, firem theothari and 
bebg ben ioo shorfc^s^hted to penetrate the 
mysterions r igem csereised towards the r%h- 
tecbfi^ ai>d iheBberisiMfy, wift which the widcedE 
are treafed, I shoidd waii %vvth {tatience, till it 
be grvicn vUHe- to corapsehend that and all other 
my^terieSy . in the clear knowledge and posses* 
sion of Him, who is the fountain of all wisdcmi 
andthebeisnieeiis.MiirceoCall existeoee; being 
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efrec he dottb* v^»^ W tiijs. (I^igas, laie a4van-r 
tageoufi to osie ; «pi s^yips )¥H}i h^ Jq^ : ^fia 

it b9ikpk0se4tk0 lifff^m^^ iiie^^^ba 

the name of th^' X^Mt2^ Jofci. i. . . 

On this |Mr(ticipIe did 1^ I)ai[i4 cajto the 
dkqwtqd^^St intQ wj^ch. he w^ thrown^, w]^ 
wa^idabUwii 9t. belp^idiog. tl^e prosfkieri^ of 

vitfv^^ mst^p^ h(^ te^l-mgh ^Upi f, hecq/m f 

kaid q^ zmi moA9fmm^ 0f thfi wicked, seeing th^ 
pro^ritjf} ^sinm^iSi.rr'TbfiSi vre mt in tki fapaur 

mm^-^BeMd thesfi m^. mner^f mdy^t aba^^dr 

ittg in. tfie m9l^V,.tfi^. hwe obtfxified riches. 4nd 
I Mid; Thfin btwe J «a ^at^i jnst^fid mjr hearty 
and washed 9^ hfii;n4s amofiff tJk' innooent.. But 
«Qao did (h.e %hli of 4ivUi^ trqtjb b^au) agaia 
on \m wM \ soeo: ip9s hi9 eoAid««*e revwr 
neia^: ^Imd, ImU.9potif tltm, he! cont^ 
i»Mi% ^^47 i ^ilaai^ c^w^cimfi; tk^gn^f^tim ^ 
th^ cAiMrejfk. I siudkd thflf, tmgh$ htum this 
thi^ffi it is a hboMr tm tetji sights, miil Iga intu^ 
ths %m^/mrjn a/Godf andtmderstand co^eming 
4i»r Igsi ends. (P9. b^t) That is: I mwt 
vf^^ tiU I am admitted behind the vnpei^etra- 
bk xeil> ^kh 19 di;awi» b^ce <ihe deiNgos of 
the MoAl High^ .coa^e^ing them Orom mortal 

Y 2 
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view. There I shall discover the last «nd of 
the righteous and of the wicked, and see m 
what the hopes of each will finally terminate* 
These were the reasonings, these the sentiments 
of that holy prince, and should be ours ^Iso in 
every similarity of circumstance. 

Bui, with respect to the conduct of divine 
Providence, in sending us afflictions, we. are 
not reduced io the necessity of acquiescing in 
simple submission, and in the obedience of faith; 
No, my brethren : we can discover motiv^s^ for 
it sufficient to satisfy every rational mind, mo- 
tives most powerful, affecting and consoling, iff- 
somuch that we must be utterly inexcusable, if 
we are troubled and fall i&to despondency, be- 
cause we see the righteous man under tfiepres- 
sure of calamity, while the impious exults in the 
full career of prosperities and sensual efojoy-- 
mebts. You then, who, with all- your virtuous 
endeavours, are still distressed by poverty, still 
9^uggling with misfortune — you, who are in- 
sulted, reviled, calumniated — you, who arelan- 
guishing in iuflnmity, while you see with a me- 
lancholy eye and [ aching heart your fsunilies 
looking up to you for that support,,.which, alas! 
you have not strength to procure, come to the 
school qfJesiis Christ ; come to him, all ye that 
lah&ur. and are heavy laden*; and he will refresh 
you : come, andycu sholljind rest to your souls. 
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0£ liim you may learn these comfbi^table truths^ 
first, that the Lord, by means of tribulations; 
prov.es the constancy o£ his servants, and gives 
them: ox$casion to^ signalize Iheir attachmentfto 
him :;; secondly, that, to ose the conEiparii^dn 
employed in the sacred writings, he purifies 
them, by afflictions, as gold in the furnace is^ 
pulled frouLits dross : thirdly, that- be secures- 
their salvation, by removing tbemfrom^thedaur 
gers, by: which^ worldly prosperity is ever at- 
tended:- fourthly, that with; an amiable vio*' 
lence, he, in a manner, forces them 'to unite 
themselves to him, by placing before them, in 
this world, only objects which excite^ their dis-^ 
gust : and lastly; that, as the moat righteous of 
men fall into; many faults,* which are deserving 
Of>chastisement, by temporal, sufferings he pUr 
nishes them, as a Father, rather than as a Judge; 
with the lenitives of mercy here ; that he may 
not be compelled to chastise them, according 
to i the severity of his justice hereafter.* Oh! 
Christiansf, without seeking to penetrate any far- 
ther into the designs ofGod, is not here enough 
tO'calm our. agitations, to fix our faith and con- 
stancy on an immoveable basis, and ar*m them 
against every: assault of temptation ? 

By tribulations : the Lord tries his servants. 
Their warfare on earth is the source of t^eir 
merit. Without a combat there can; be. no vic« 
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fere ftMlMMi ilMit wiHk occasidM ef timiBfB&w 
WiiM Hitt prfii6ei<if the taMh mdmoice aof of 
Aei» Mibjiecte 1» Mgh iHgnilidB, 'wb6di 4if»g 
«ridl thtM n cirowd i0f chrties^ wMs and scAki^ 
tadtHi^ oir Whom tbey place ^bem at tbe bead tof 
aKtfiHB^ tftid tHH bbTe IhvDi -expoaed to (Mitleiift 
rituatiCttis ; tbey are not dboaght to treat tbem 
illy or to Mglect tbem. Nt> ; ibe lot of tboM^ 
y^hb a^e diaa dtatitiguiBbed^ la viewed trith aft 
feftTJ^oas eye : tfaey are cansiikred as aidtiog la 
tbe fiield of boaow, and ia the fall ioareer of 
glorionn aavbiftioa. Titus tt is with Ibe aen^Emts 
of Hbe Most Hjgb. Tbisir poias and labotm^ 
itbich, la tbe estiasatioa of the irorM^ aba 
tbMfjgbt th^ effects of rigoroua treatmeat^ viewed 
in Aie fight of divine ira^, are so maay ipeeial 
gt^ces and ^istitiguisfaiog ia^omis. 

By them tbe Lord prarifies his senranta from 
any Inordinate attachments io worldly iadvan^' 
tag<9i^. In e8ect> if telnparal prmperity we^e 
ins^Mrble fi-om virtq^, we sbonld probaibly 
devote oarfeelves to the senwa of ^our €reatort 
principally urith a vielir to fnsA msd trluiaieEit 
enjoynaents; and not ]ove our sovereign good, 
on ^count of bis oWn ioltmisic exceHeace, but 
f&t* isroQie inlCTior, inidaii and gro^olling consi* 
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deration. Obi when y6u see the fdrtiiDttle 
condition of wicked men, syon ave ^api to ipine 
nnd fjret, and to say within yomnelves : Behold 
it'is a long time that I have «enred lAe \iMd^ 
have Ib^ his commandnieDtB, <a9ifar ^as »wm 
compfatible jwith human ifmilty^ land 50tikl mj 
lot coBtinoes Ibe aame, mgr^affiws aiefjitiHiem^ 
barrassedy *ihe *olonds of adwrsity stillidaipkea 
every scene anroond me. ^Bat your JRettonnet 
replies: Was it then for heflltfa» ibr^rkhea, for 
the goods nf ithis world, that you ^becaoie (fot 
lowers of me, who went through 4ife in a- naf'- 
row;patii, suffering, weeping. and irarrying^my 
cross? Thai was it kindness in Hie to deprife 
you of them. I will not be served for any t e-* 
eompense but myself. Myself am your ranrard 
exceeding great. If ^I 4spare the wicked in ithis 
life, it is because I regard them as .the base me« 
tal, of which the artificer makes no acoount ; 
while the gold he puts into the fopiace, that the 
fire may purify it from any alloy. Thertifore^ 
instead of complaining, yon should rejoice in 
your tribulations, and pray with hpLy sDavid : 
Prove mCf O JLard^ and try me; bum ^r^ns 
andnuf heart: for, in all thy apparentseveritieSt 
thy mer^ is before my eyes, Ps. xst* 3- . 

This mercy iatruly before our eyes, when^we 
consider moreover^ that the worldly advan* 
tages, which men^ so eagerly covet, 4ire yery 
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often in their nature so contagions, as to prove 
utterlj destrnctive of wisdom and virtnei The 
truth of this obsenration is demonstrated by 
many mdaincholy examples. But how does 
a merdful ProYidence eflfectually guard his ser- 
rants against this dangerous infection r Some- 
times, by taming fiom them a tide of prospeiir 
ties, which he sees is bringing with it every 
thing that can corrupt their hearts : sometimes, 
by keying them, in spite of all their efibrts, in 
a lowly and obscure condition, lest ihe glare 
of worldly greatness should dazzle their sight, 
and make them incapable of extending their 
views into the regions of future felicity : some- 
times, by afflicting them with infirmities, sick* 
ness and pains, which render sensual pleasures 
unattainable, and dissolve the flattering illu- 
sions of carnal delights. Oh! my brethren, 
you do not now see the evils to which prosper 
rity would expose you ; but you will clearly 
see them, on the great day, when all hidden 
things shall be revealed. Then the Lord will 
lay before your eyes, the injustices into which 
you would.have been betrayed by iavalice, if he 
had suflfered it to be nourished in you, by ford- 
ing you opportunities for accumulating wealth. 
— ^the criminal projects which would have been 
executed by your boundless ambition, if be had 
not graciously checked it, in its mid-career-^the 
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brutal excesses and abominations into which 
you would have been plunged, by your voli^p* 
tuousnessy if he had not by disease or niisfofr 
tune either extinguished your lust, or prevent- 
ed i^ fire from being enkindled in your hearts. 
Then discovering the secret designs of God!s 
providence, designs so favourable to your. be$t 
interests^ you will bless the Lord for that v^ry 
conduct towards you, at which you noyir so of- 
ten murmur : ydu will see, that what you called 
calamities were blessings^ ip disguise ; that 
what seemed a dereliction, and a sort of repro-r 
batioo, was in reality a grace, and one of the 
choicest graces in the treasures of heaven. 

My brethren, if you knew the things that 
are for your peace, and the time, of your vi-: 
sitation, ho w.difiereptly would you think and 
act, in the day of calamity, from what you usu-. 
ally do. The Lord, with an amiable violence, 
seeks in a. manner to compel you to have re- 
course to him, by mingling with all the. things 
of this life a salutary bitterness. In proportion 
as you have fewer enjoyments here ; in proper-, 
tion as the world is changeable, . unkind and 
deceitful, and the earth is to you a vale of tears ; 
he will Have your souls long and faint, after his. 
heavenly courts, and rejoice inhopes that are 
full of immortality.. But . in what inanner do, 
you second these his gracious inteptioqs^ Fre-^ 
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qiMDtly as an exc«ue fw selecting e^ery ireli- 
gioiB^utyt n&y» m an sqpology forintoncatkni, 
fraud, impiety, and every e^ieciea of praAigacy^ 
yon allege that yon we in troiMa id tmoblei, 
my bretiiren I Why that it «he ymrf reasoa 
why yon should drwar nearer In yonr >Oed, )tbe 
God of all consolation, and theawureil Mfoge 
in the tine <^ adversity, tn trouble 1 is not 
God yonr protector, yonr Mimrer, your om- 
forter, your only joy:? Andis^tintbewiMith^ 
bdl ihat yon seek rdief? Ohi kt yonr;tf0ic- 
tions lead yon to the fbot of God's iltar* Thene 
prostrate yourselves before hlin. IThere <d6po- 
mtyonrgriefsvn his aflfoctiMate bosom. There 
say with a loving confidence in bis goodness : 
IFXy m^ thorn sMd, O my said f and wh^ doA 
thm ttwhU nie? Hope in O^dj fw I wiU 
stittgive frmse to him the mihatiim sf iny 4&m^ 
tefumcey and my Oad. (Ps. Ixi, Q^) Oh 1 if he 
bot look on yon with a smile of complacence, 
sorrow, and pain, and gloom and heaviness 
are instently expelled, and every adverse ppw^ 
is disarmed and put to a precipitate flight. . 

To these reflections we may add this odier 
eonsideratioa, that supposing the servants of 
God are treated severely by him in this life, the 
severity, which they experience, is the severity 
of a fond parent^ wlio strikes only to save, and 
makes his chastisements the workings of mercy 
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and 4ove. Geptain it is Ibat the aiest vtituouft 
man on earlh rhaa many offences to «atone for. 
Seatdi aiaaagt)ie most imiDcent and r^bte€m% 
Had you will AOt And oae 4hat <does mot -dailj 
SIB. Wliatever he «iay bo in otur estinmtion^ 
helGODtfaotaniaDy <tebts to 4lie divdne justice^ 
and 4ebt8 Wliich he iBuat indlfi^poDsably dis* 
difiivge. .But ^hen shall he dischaige them ? 
If after ihis lifet, where tfaece is judgment witli«. 
o«A titwcy^ havd and laraontable must be his 
lot "Oh'I 4h€n it is a blessing for him to dis- 
chai^ thetti in this Ufe, by |>atieiit sofferiog* 
This confvietiaa is a solace for him in every 
grief i it mates bis pain> not supportable onIy» 
but amiable and desirable. But yoo ^say : why 
tbeo does iKHt the Lord chastise those who are 
opei^ impious and flagitious ? Oh I my dear 
frieody be cxmt&nt with knowing that God lovest 
yon ; and do not require that he should give 
yon an aceouat of his oonduot with regard to 
other men% The loiter bis vei^eance is de^ 
fenre4i the more heavily will it fall on his ene- 
mies. 

In conclttsioni then,.n^y brethren^ let each of 
us reason with himself in this manner : If I en- 
ter into the designs of God's providence^ the 
moiA lively r^ret that i should conceive is not 
that I am afflicted ; but. that I have not profit* 
ed by my situation. Too readily, alas ! have 
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I yielded to a natural despondence^ and broken 
out into murmurs against the Lord, who fK*e- 
served me even as the apple of his. eye. I have 
lent a willing ear to the delusive, language or 
worldlings, who know no joys, but thoseof sen*, 
snality. and vanity ; and have endeavoured to. 
excite the compassion of men, when I ought 
to have thought that mine was an enviable lot. 
I have lost sight of those oracles of heavenly 
wisdom : Blessed are th^ that mourn, and^that 
suffer . persecution. But I have said*: Now-T 
b^n: let this be a.change worked by the right 
hand of the Most High, I have this, day 4earn-. 
ed the science of the saints. I have heard 
many reasons for being resigned; nay and for^ 
rejoicing in tribulations : and of those reasons, 
any one alone might suffice to clear up- my 
doubts and calm my disquietudes : yes ; and 
without any other reason, is it not enough that 
I know, O most merciful and gracions Creator, 
that whatever befalls me is bythypli^asdre or 
permission ? Oh ! do with me what thou wilt. 
Nature will revolt. My feelings will be irri- 
tated . But do not pay them any regard. They 
are carnal and blind to mytfueinterests. Thou 
art my light, my strength, my refuge^ my con- 
solation; In thee have I hoped i and I shall not 
be confounded for ever. : . » 



SERMON XI. 

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE 

EPIPHANY. 



ON FORGIVING INJURIES; 



Put ye an J — as the elect of God,r-the bowels of 
• mercy J-— forgiving one another ^ if any have a 
complaint against another : even as the .Lord 
hath forgiven you, so do you also. — Coloss. 
iii. 12. 

The forgiving of injuries is a branch of cha- 
rity which the gospel of Chrisl: Jesus especially 
inculcates, and by which his disicipleis are to be 
particularly distinguished. Of this no Chris- 
tian can plead, ignorance: as the' cdtntriand 
is interwoven with that prayer, which our Re- 
deemer himself hath taught lis to recite. Yet, 
&uch is the frail condition of human nature,' 
that men, though fully convinced of their'obli- 
gation on this head, ^11 often give in to certain 
illusions, with respect to the performance of ttie 
duty, insomuch, that they may be reconciled to 
fheir brother, with whom they are at variance; 
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and still their reconciliation may not be the 
work of charity, and conseqnendy may be of 
no merit in the eilimatioD el Heaven. 

Thus, they are willing to set boands to their 

▼engeance, and io> bold smm wietipoiBtnm with 

their brother, in order ta remove* the scandal, 

that is occasioned by their enmities : they alter 

their conduct, withont changing their disposi* 

tions : they pot outward forms, in tl^e place of 

sentiment : they consult external deciency, and 

the laws of society, more than the laws of the 

i;ospel : they neg^tjate for peace, and defer t\fe 

eonclnding of it, till thej^ vanity l^ s^tisS^d : 

they follow the maxifns of a fiilse bo«Myr,. which 

fbrbids them to make the first advwees ^ they 

wait till their brother humble himself, and must 

be aveps&d before they t:aii pardon. ; sa that 

avcirsion really 9ub$isla ¥x their heart^^ while bu.^ 

man oMtivea o^tirodnQe a chaoge in their beha-^' 

viiMir; and Qoopity prescriheji and modifi^ tbc^ 

very means^ whioh tbey employ to bripg about 

Far diflTereut 19 all this from a truJiy Chri^h 
tift» forgimoefis. Citmitg U patmt^ is Mfidir^ 
u^neitp$(jffe4up^ is not 0>miitwm$i--^iuiritg,be0if* 
^iJk ^l thingsi^ beU^v^th all tUngSy h^g^h, ^ 
«*wgr#;.(l Cor. :ftiiiO chwity consults ueith^ tJt^ 
dictates of vanity, mm- the cttstopna of th?: wQvld; 
it has hnt 00^ Qbj^qt, 9Ad that is to «iakf light 
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6i 6very iQJtfJ!; that has fau^en ctfered» and: to love 
every neigbbonr witii cofdiiai affeetion ; it hm^ 
but omrnvtine, and thetis to conform U> the dir 
Ktnewill, todto eiiffojrtbe rewaEds» that acepro- 
mjaed to works ofi loerey. Therefore^ Dothkig^ 
can defer its feconeiliatioa,, notibuig eaa limit it, 
iwthiog caE vitiate it. It i« reconciled instantly, 
entirety and pnxely with a view to please the di- 
vine Being. These three ckeiaoiBtances must 
over attend a Chrifiitinn peace» and these I will 
this day^ un<fetd before you. 

1 • Let not the nm^ says St. Paul, lA not the sun 
g&dowQ^npon your anger. (E|^es. iv.) * If your 
brother lias given you oflfence, aod you feel iur 
donation beginaing to boil within y^iu, hasten to* 
kill this se^ of division in your heart. Anger 
may rasli forth before reflection, bat should 
i^ver sobsiaf after it. It is too much to preserve 
for an instant the resentOM^t of an injury ; too 
much to aiiffier one nioment to pass, in which 
we cawot ofler to the God of love a keart void 
of every species of unchaieitableness. There- 
foie dio hot wait till the closie of day,, before you 
foi^e your enemy. Dislodge the venom of 
malice, before you rei^ne on yomr pillow to 
rastr Thas is the first condition of a Christian 
fcngiveDess^, it mflist be prompt. 
. In efieet> my beloved friends^ if baAred be a 
criminal and at the same time a painful senti- 



336 

ment, why wait till to-morrow before you de- 
stroys it ? Can we be too much in haste to root 
out of our hearts that which wonods them,, and 
niakes them miserable? While it predoininates 
over as, we are ourselves its first victims. Mik- 
trusts, terrors and glo6my forebodings fiU our 
days. ' A heart, which is opened to malice, is 
shut against happiness : it is tortured by re- 
morse and despair. The kind affections, the 
exquisite fruits of benevolence spring not up 
from a soil, which contains aversions, that de- 
stroy their very principle. The sweets of friend- 
ship^ th^ fine emotions of the soul, the nice 
sense of rectitude, the tender interests of hn- 
mauity, the soft and delicious tear of sy m J3athy, 
the sdurces of so many pure pleasures, are by 
fell hatred miserably suppressed, absorbed and 
extinguished^ Oh ! can we then be too eager 
i6 (iast it out of onr hearts. 

' Do we think of deferring our reconciliation 
tilt th^ lapse of time shall have calmed our re- 
sentm'ent, or till a succession of various events 
shall have effaced the memory of the injury ; 
or till our incapacity to hurt our neighbour sbalf 
m^ke us relinquish the desire of it ? If so, where: 
Vill be our merit? The heathens would do as 
much. Where our merit; if our hatred be suf-"" 
fered tb follow the course of all human passions^ 
that is, to be weakened only by its duration, and 
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ceasb, tt lengthy only for wantf of ' ati object t^ 
be employed against : Let us not v^ait for that 
peace to be brought about by ^low degrees, 
whibh'we may this iustant enjoy, qodier the au- 
tfpiies of virtue. Siirely^ there needs not sot 
much pains ta be taken, and somaiiy .'delays tto: 
prepare us for yielding to the Influence of cha-. 
f ity. It instantly removes every- obstacle,: and 
concUiates every interest: and; our ownliearta 
tell US, that th^ day^ on which we are.given jQ|i 
to desires of revenge, is a day of black ness and 
horror. Shall this day tlieii, .which will. lea^ve 
behind it such a comfortable* rememhranccf, iC 
on it we: triumph over our enemies only ;by 
me^kiiess and, charity — shall it be passed away^ 
in hatred; be employed in meditating the^rpia 
of a brcrther, or executing projects of vengeance! 
If so, we renounce the promises of our religion,' 
and the hopes of our faith ; we debar ourselvesi 
from the pairticipation of these sacred mysteries; 
and^ with impious effrontery, invoke the God 
of mercies to have pity on us, while our scanda-r 
lous uncharitableness deposes against us before 
his very altar; Oh ! if there he here present 
any individual, who harbours nialice against 
his neighbour, let him not dare to offer up. this 
holy sacrifice. Jesus, who is here immolated 
for his enemies, rejects him with execration. 
His prayer is impiety ; it is an abomination iq 
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sight ctihm Load. Let him dcfiaH jihoii ; 
or opa his heart to charity, and with Jesiw re^ 
ccive ail nwn to his embraces. 

Can it be possible that a Christian should go 
la aleqi in enmity ? Mast he not tremfaJe, lest 
some filial disaster shooM make him pass from 
the anns of deep to the shades of death 2 Dust 
and asheSy the interral, that separates us from 
dissolution, is perhaps but one infant; and 
have we the presumption to dispose of our exr 
istence, so as to devote the present time to kid^ 
qnity, and reserve the future to be given to vir^ 
tue? Death is at our side : he always ti^ijentena 
us : and the longer he has already spaved; us* 
the more is he formidable. Our past hours a^ 
kist in the immense gulf of eternity ; our pre- 
sent hours are flowing into it, and drawiug the 
others after them : and can we still defer quv 
reconciliation, till to-morrow, without reflect- 
ing, that this may be for us the last day 0S 
mercy; that to-vorrow the sovereign Jifdge 
may be armed with rigour ; that to him, who 
has not pardoned, his justice will be inflexible ; 
that he, who has not had compassion on hi$ 
fellow-servant, shall be deliver.ed to the! tor- 
turers, being condemned out of his own month, 
and shall be cast into the abyss o]f misery, where 
the worm dies not and the fire is never extin* 
guished. Ruminate on these alarming trutlwr 
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ReBect, that every mbmeiit, triMrfai^h otir hearts 
dre girea to UDcharifobleiiess, may begin for os 
an eternity of woes ; that every dday of pardon 
may shot the bosom of the divine clemency for 
ever against us ; and then, my brethren, you 
"will not let the sun go down upon your anger, 
lest it should never rise upon your recoDcilia- 
tion. 

. S. Secondly, your reconciliation nmst be en^ 
tire« JBe ye mercyvl^ saith our divine Lord, as 
your Father also is merciful. (Luke vi*) Wh^ti 
the Lord pardons a sinner, be receives him as- 
bis beloved child, and has no oth^r feeling with 
respect to him but that of tenderness^ Some- 
tifnes he purifies him by afflictibns ^ he raises 
obstacles to his foolish desires ; he refuses him 
gifts, which would corrupt his heart : bul^ these 
refusals and chastisements aire the effects of his 
love. All enters into the plan of mercy, which 
by temporal privation leads to. the enjoyment 
of the supreme good, and changes the tears of 
t^ virtuous man ibto delights and Joys, that 
never . sfa^U terminate. 

' Christians, heboid yonr model. When you 
forgive yolir brother, endeavour to forget his 
IB/Qstice ; be hid patron and bis protector. Let 
the reconciliation unite your hearts, more inti* 
mately than your persons. It is by no means 
enoagh to concert measures for keeping up an' 
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anion, by smooth speechte'hild p^' 
fished manoeis. The charity, which the gospel 
QOOHDands is not a mere civility and decent at«. 
tentioD : it is a real affection, ever ready to mai 
mifest.itself in deeds of benevolence. It may^ 
not have all that warmth, which is produced' 
by the aweet confidence of friendship; it tdoes' 
not destroy the difference of tastes and inclina-^ 
tions : bat it strengthens the bands of union, 
that natore has formed between us ; because it^ 
views all men, as eqnal in Christ Jesus. 
. Judge, by these principles, whetfam* your re- 
coiiciUations be sincere, and such as are en*^ 
joined by the gos|^. Nothing is more com- 
mon, than to hear this sort of language from* 
the months of Christians: *^ I foigive him that- 
has iivjored me ; I would not by any means 
hurt him; I sincerely wish him well t butIcan-> 
not cousent to see hinu I ideally love him, ^s 
my duty requires : but to prevent disagreeable 
conseqdences, and because his presence would* 
awaken unpleasant ideas, Ithink it best to keep- 
at a distance.'" You will not see him ! But if 
you really lov^ hinii how. can hisi presence he 
so painful to you? You desire and hope. to- 
live eternally united to him, in the b6som of the* 
Divinity ; aiKl cariuot you now bear to have him 
near you? Your faith; your hopes, aH thie sacra- 
ments and rites of religion connect you , inti-^ 
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lately with biii]r2^D(| do. you thinly you caa 
still b^ beld: to biio by these sacred bands; 
vfaile yop br^)^ tbo b^nds eyea of natural.so4 
ekily 1 Jf you should se^i bina« i you . dread the 
consequences. What kind of loye; can youra 
be,.Mrben the pres^ce.oftb6x>bj.ect Jbeloved is 
Ukely to irritate you, and /enkindle your resents 
itient.^ . : . :: 

'/: Wi^tbout doubt^ naturereyolts at th^ idea of 
loving tho$e4 ^bo do 119 evil, of speaking to 
tbem with goodnes/s and labouring jfor their iwelT 
fare; but if, by thi^ aid of divine, grace, you 
Q:i^er|; ypurfielyes to do it, th^ sacrifice you make 
will: be abundantly reK^omp^ns^d^ In dropping 
tbQ oil of sweetness on your irritated heairt, 
pouring, benefits into %he .bosom of him who ba9 
been youF enemy, and doing these g^erona 
^^etipns, no^ with a vieF to any temporal inte^ 
rest, but looking forwa;:d tp that hour, wjiea 
the memory pf the mpst shining explojtis per? 
formed for this world, will not be pear fsq^con-r 
soUng^ as the remembrance of a cop fit cpld 
wajber given, for th^ love of Jesus, tp a thirst j 
enemy^ you will experiences, that delights wiU 
flow 19 upon youf sohI, of whvph you cs^, at 
preseqt,^' have no conception, fftiy ^^n^m M 
^nii^y^ says the wise man, and aftjer him th^ 
apostle St, Paul, {/' thy enemu ^^.6^^9gT3f9 gi^* 
HmfQ^i if he thirsl give U^ t9 drin^ ; S(fr 
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img^ tkis, thou $hklt heap eoah of firt on 
head: (Rom. xii.) that isi thoa shalt inflame 
him with a correspondent love, make hiiti your 
warm friend, and be happy in taking with him 
the fruits of reciprocal afleetion. 

Bot yon will say : When I forgive my eMuy^ 
must I restore to him all my confidence ; most 
I form an intimate association with him, and in 
erery particular act with regard to him, as if 
be had never injured me ? I do net tell you thftt, 
my brethren. You certainly are not obliged to 
act thus ; you would be very imprudent, if you 
acted thus, in all circumstances, without discri^ 
mination. Charity is discreet. The eflfttBione 
of tenderness ought to be no hinderance to the 
reserves of prudence. You may return good 
for evil, and still be on yotir guard against fu-^ 
ture injuries and injustices. But then, let your 
precautions be justified, by being foUElded OtI 
reasota and experience ; not oti mere appear'> 
ances and groundless s'urmises. It is the pro-^ 
perty of cji^rity to suppose in others that recti^ 
tude, which it loves : it doei3 not forebode evil t 
it sees it only, when it actually exists; and very 
often not even then.. It is ready to attribute 
generous sentiments to others, and loves to 
thitik, that grace has touched their hearts, and 
implanted in tliem every virtuous disposition. 
An excess of dtiffidence is the jbane e# peaces 
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Ah! lis it not much better to b6 deceived^- froih 
an excess of humanity and kindness, than to be 
haunted by suspicions, that are the torment of 
our lives? 

3. Lastly, our reconciliations must proceed 
purely irom obedience to the will of God. 
Human motives hate too often the whole id- 
fluence in this business, which, to be properly 
done, must be entirely the work of grace. Men 
wtll sometimes be reconciled at the pressing 
lOMlAnQe of thdr common friends ; or to avoid 
a disagreeable eclat ; or that they may not b6 
forced to qqit certain societies, from which they 
vM$t be absent, if they continue their diffei^- 
etices: sometimes out of deference to persons 
of consequence, who exact firom them that cond- 
ptiance ; or to obtain the credit of moderation 
and greatness of soul; or that they may not be 
exhibited to the public, in a point of view, which 
weiuld not cmrespond with the idea, that they 
would hiive the world fonn of them ; sometimes, 
to siimice the outrageous clamours of an enemy, 
whb knows them too wdl, and has been too 
much in their confidence : not to mention, that 
some will embrace their enemy, as Saul did 
David, to slacken his precautions, to lull his 
vigtkLnce, and so hurt him more surely, ant) 
more efi^tually. 

Of bM thdse teconciliations^ the leai^ that (^n 
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is, tint Ibej are withdiit any merit i& ihe 
of 6od ; aad morearer, bcibg foaudedion 
praac n t iMereaty tbey cany m them a principle 
of destmctioo. Only obedience to theviU^iOf 
God, who oommands fergiTeness^od will afaun- 
doDtly rewaid '^it; can eataMish among men a 
permaiient |Kaee. ^ Only the ^lample of Jesus, 
•his loveatrtniger dian death, his blood qNrinkled 
on all. the childrai of men, his bosom ever open 
to reoiute them, and hb :redemption lost for 
thoae, who Iotc not thmr enemieB-ronly these 
motives - can stoctify our lecondliations, and 
oake themsoch as Heaven will approve. .He 
that acfii Ibom human nidtif es ha9 alfeady re- 
ceived his reward. Tmnsitory advantages are 
the sole firoit of that virtue; which Christiaa 
Jiope does not extend beyond the narrp w Jimils 
of this life. If I spe^ky says the apostle, with 
ihe tongues qfmenh and qfjmgds. and hm^ not 
4A^'iiy;^-r('ndifJ$hattldJkaM€iUfisUk» so tiat 
Icotddremojoe mtmnkUns^ end have notehimtg^ 
Jnm nathing. And if J skmld dhbriimle €dl 
.mjf goods iofeed ihe poor 4 end. iflshoulddehwr 
^bo^ to be Immedi ond hove, not chority^ it 
p$v/it€lh me frothing. I Cpr* xiiL ? . ; 

\ For >vapt of this charity, haw many m0asiin3s 
must be takeji, beforfethogewho itre at variance 
can be again united ! What pegotiatiQus, for- 
4»alUie8 and: difficultiea ! How niioely nin»t tbq 
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first advances be eietUed! Oh! why airihi^i 
-among tha discipl^9 of Jasus ? He simply cotp- 
i mands.ypu tp go emd h^ recaneiled to youf brq- 
M#r. He dpes not say; ** Take care not to 
proceed .too readily» lest your brother shoyhl 
abuse yoiir gooddess. JBe first assured Ihat be 
* Mrill iiie^ you half-way. Do not seek hirn, lest 
you should thereby seem to acknowledge, th^t 
you haive been id tbe wrong/' No : this is tl>e 
language, these are the; refinements and Uie little 
policy of vanity and pride. Jesus ^says abso- 
lutely: Go: he reconciled to thy brother'. He 
will have charity alone interfere in the accom- 
modation : he supposes that we want no inter- 
mediate agent, nor negotiator, but that our heart 
will suffice of itself 

Come then, my beloved friends, we have been 
instructed by the voice and by the example of 
our Redeemer, who died for his enemies, and 
died for us who were his enemies ; we hope for 
salvation, only from that clemency, which has 
held back the avenging arm of divine justice ; 
uplifted to hurl destruction on the wicked. Let 
these considerations touch your hearts, and de- 
stroy from this moment all enmities amongst us. 
The blood of Jesus obtains grace for us from 
heaven ; let it then obtain grace from us for our 
brethren on earth. Behold Jesus takes our 
enemy by the hand, and presenting him to us 



d4S 



addresses uSyin this affecting strain : Come, for 
tbe love of me; forgive him ; and save your own 
sottL No : jron will not resist this ; you will 
be vanquished by this tenderness; you will em- 
brace your tn'other ; yon will fM on fats necfc 
and weep ; and enjoy» together with the plea- 
sure of forgiving, all the pure ddights of Uiat 
fraternal charity, which will make you the fa- 
vourites of Jesus, and shall hereafter be con- 
summated in the blissful abodes of the heavenly 
Jerusalem. 



SERMON XII.. 

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER THE 

EPIPHANY. 



THE PR£S£KT ADVANTAGES OF A CHRISTIAN 

LIFE. 



We give thanks to God always for you allf-^ 
being mindful of the work of your faith ^ and 
labour J and charity. — 1 Thess. i. 2. 

When the apostle extolled the constancy and 
virtue of the Thessalonians, and gave thanks to 
Ood for them, rejoicing in their election to eter- 
nal glory ; how widely different were-his ideas, 
from the opinions and maxims, which were en^ 
tertained aiid followed by the bulk of those, 
who, at that time inhabited the world, and of 
those, who were the most distinguished and 
renowned, and esteemed the most fortunate, 
among t^ children of men. The disciples of 
the gospel tirere aspiring after eternal good 
things, and making them the chief objects of 
their cares and labours : but the goods of eter- 
nity were then considered by far the greater 
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pnrt of the ^vorld, as vistonary follies and ridi- 
cnious chimeras. The followers of the gospel 
vrere poor, oppressed, despised, and in appear- 
ance encompassed with miseries; and their 
humble and abjedt condition was to the rest of 
men a subject for derision and mockery. 

Alas! my beloved friends, if we are to judge 
by the general condhct of men, and the nature 
of their continnal pursuits, we must of uecessky 
conclude, that the sentiments then entertained 
by the Pagan world-, are, at this day, the senti* 
roents principally prevalent in the greater num- 
ber of those, who live in the profession of the 
Christian faith. If we now wish to please man- 
kind and obtain among them a favourable 
reception, we must not congratulate tbem 
on their proficiency in the wisdom of the.gaisk 
pel. That is not the object of general estima* 
tiob. That is in no great request; it is well, if 
it be not despised and laughed to iicoro. No ; 
to ingratiate ourselves with men, we )Hust rer 
joice with them for their having studied the 
ways, the manners, the arts and fashions of the 
world ; for their distinguishing themsely^ and 
shining in the world; for their having succeeded 
and exalted themselves in the world. This it 
all they aim at : it is all th^y know^ md all they 
want to know. Their hopes, their fears, their 
labours, their wisdom, their affectiQns, are all 
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^b^r08fi[6d by the phantotn of eaffhly pfbs)>e^ 
rky.- • • . 

* But by what fascinations has this false deity 
contrived to fill its temples with so many wor« 
ieihi):^ers, anfd cover its altars with such a mul-^ 
iitade of victims ? Surely^ if we will be at the 
pains to tcivestigate what is most for our peace,' 
interest, happibess" and true glory, we shall sooti 
disc6Ver« that almost every Ifaiiig that belongs 
fo this world only, is of a nature, when properly 
considered, not to strengthen^ but to break our 
attaichmerit'to it. » 

Therefore, my brethren, I will this day make 
use of your passions themselves, to arm you 
against your passions ; and end^vour to con« 
found the pride of worldlings, by drawing a 
cdnapieirison between their sentiments and cou* 
dikitti and those of the servants of Christ Jesus; 
by the help of which I hope to convince you^ 
that, since man is fond of liberty, peace, great- 
4iei66 and glory, the way that leads to them, even 
IB this life, is only the path of the gospel ; while 
In the bfoad vtray which is so much freque«ti^d> 
th^ mokitnde ai(e pushing on through many 
dfflidtkms and miseries here to their everlasting 
)>6rdition 'hei^fter* 

V Ijbegin by acknowledging, that, as to the 
exterior, there is in a Christian life litile whi^H 
vfiU give us the idea of greatness or dignity ; 
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aad m the loven of iUs world ttgtrett deal, that 
at first sight, can dazzle and transport us. A 
tmeChiistian always seqnesteted fhom^y and 
bosy scenes, always modebt aod prudeody xe^ 
served, hr firom wisbiog to attract tbe noticcf df 
nen, conrls pattis that are nnfr^aented aod 
aloiost unkaown^ and has ao desire to leave on 
the earth any footst^M of his passage* The 
worldling, an enapy to ohseare repose, burning 
with the fire of ambition, and eager to signalize 
himself, pushes forward with oaiemittiog efibrts 
to leave the multitude behind hint, to surpass 
them in fortune and in flime, to become great 
mud renowned in the present age and the ad* 
miration of a^es which are yet to come. 

But let ua not stop at the surface. We will 
penetrate throogh all ootward tmppiogs and 
dii^uises, amd come to the man bims^f^ and 
then what do we discover ? That what appeal^ 
so great and wondetAii is really little and con- 
temptibly. We see great taletit9» transcendent 
genius, weU-c<H»certed schemes, greis^t agilatiow, 
great evaits^ gireat success ; but all gendered 
uselesa, or even destructive to him, whom they 
seem to favour: became UiereiCaonotbea.more 
disgraceful prostitution of tigabei of IdboUr, and 
of the high powers of the miodtthail to employ 
them only in tbe piorsnit of fag^ive shadows. 
. Take a near view of him who is ft c»iididate 
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fw tlM adraaitiiges of this i^ovld ^ ymi nee bim 
fixed in thottght, absorbed io forming bis plansi 
observe the diffidences tJiat intimidate, the hopes 
which revive him, the suspicions virhich torment 
liim^ the fears that spread paleness over bis 
eoontenance, the joys that flash hun, the jea- 
hmsteg that devour him ; and ask^ What it is 
he is aiming atl Whither iahe driving throogh 
so many disqoietades, cares^' solicitudes, tor-, 
moils, and storms ? What vidU the most coeii* 
plete snocess procure for Mm ? What ? a for- 
tene, a pleasure, a disiinction^ao honour, which 
cam last but a few da]^^ aind perhaps will not 
last so long* 

in effect, yoa know well, my brethren ; vain 
would be the attempt to disguise it ; yon kne^w 
fill! weU diat such, is the condition of all worldly 
prosperity ; it has but a time, and that small 
portion of time, wU^ch is here aUotied to eack 
e£ us. I might tell you, that the happittess 
which it brin^ with it is false and deeeitfiil:} 
fitter to excite. than t» -satisfy. our desires; fittec 
to make tboee aoeasy who camiot obtaio it^ 
than to. content those who .possess it I migiik 
renind you diat it is inconstSAt and flqctua-^. 
ting; that it is oftra^kst againthe moment iaft» 
it IS ftMMid; that, sSet having made itself be 
waited for a number of yjeam, it takes wiog, and 
ifi oane rapid in ito j^ightiaway, tbanit was slo^ 
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in lis advances ; ibat it isah imaginatidir, ralber 
than a feelings an iUasioh which lulki the htort^ 
rather than an enjoyment which fills it I might 
set before you many examples of men/ who haye 
been continually abused by vain hopes^ and 
have always experienced that fortane has beei^ 
more obstinate in fleeing from them^ than they 
have been eager in grasping kt it* I might 
speak of those revolutions in human things^ 
which at this Cime more Ihkn ever are frequently 
displayed before us'^revolutions which make 
men doubly mberable, from the feeling of what 
they are, and the remembrance of wbat they 
have been. 

: But I pass <>ver all this for thepresent^ :and 
suppose the wishes of worldly men crowned 
with, success ; I suppose tbein in full possies^ 
sion of their desired prosperity: and I recom-- 
mend to you to count the number of their days, 
to measure the interval that separates their era* 
die from their grave. It is then to fill up these 
few days^ this narrow space^ that they fatigUe 
and exhaust themselves b^ toils and watchings; 
^re divided -by so m^uy dissembiotas ; unite ^gaiix 
in so many cabals and factitoid; revile due an^ 
cither with so many callioixiies ; supplant their 
rivals by so many artful stratageilis;.nifa (ma 
another with so much ' malice 1 Their hopes^ 
their precautions,, their regrete^ tthe\r swrows,, 
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their joys, their alarms and dreads, their torr 
menting jealousies, their violence, their fury^ 
have no object more substantial than the smoke, 
vi^hich is dissipated in the air, or a cloud whic|i 
is the sport of the winds that waft it tp and fro 
in every direction ! Th^ hope of the wicked, 
says the wise man. The hope of the wicked is, as 
dustf which is, blown away with the wind, and as 
a thin froth which is dispersed by the storm, and 
as smoke that is scattered abroad by the wind, and 
as the remembrance of a guest of one^ day that 
passed by. Wis. v, 15. 

Behold then, in this luminous point of vieir, 
behold these men so much applauded, admired, ^ 
and envied, these exalted personages, who in 
their pride of heart conceive themselves formied 
of more precious materials than the rest of moi^- 
tals — ^behold they are hardly wiser than infants, 
who are impassioned by frivolous amusements, 
and enchanted by the gaudy tints of a flower 
which will not survive the day. A species of 
delirium has seized them. Fortune has spread 
her bandi^e over their eyes. Without reflect- 
ing on th^ir folly, they are fiercely struggling to 
tear from one another phantoms of glory and . 
opulence, which shew themselves only to vanish 
into air. So many of their days are clouded 
with gloomy cares, and they pass so many rest- 
less and tedious nights, to illustrate that little 

vol,. I. 2 a 



954 

•pace^ which id called human life ; to embellish 
1^ npresefitattoD^ which is finished almost as 
voon as begun. By excessive fatigues they pre- 
cipitate the decline of their years, and^ dry up 
in their veins the source of life; and, after this, 
all terminates for them, not in enjoying for a 
length of time ; but in leaving a great deal be- 
hind them. They do not so properly live, as 
die in a certain splendour. They sacrifice 
themselves to obtain that which is nothing or 
next to nothing, and thus degrade the dignity 
of man, by the vanity of their thoughts and the 
'absurdity of their proceedings. 

Are you then desirous to see human nature 
in all the perfection of which it is susceptible 
in this world— to see a man who is truly free, 
great, respectable and noble, a man who shews 
in himself the image of the Deity ; study the 
character of a sincere Christian. The gospel 
form;3 exalted and illustrious personages in 
every, even in the lowest condition of life. In 
order to exert its influence in producing sages 
and heroes, the gospel doei^ not Want in its 
pupils any extraordinary strength of genius, 
nor any concurrence of favourable circum- 
stances : it requires only a mind open to truth, 
and a%eRTt which is capable of feeling. 

In th^ light of the gospel, the docile disciple 
of Qtrist Jesus carries his view into the immense 
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r^ioBs of eternity. He hears the tAtce of . divine 
revdatiaOy which informs hini, thai in: man ans 
eomprised two distinct existences, and as it 
srere two distinct men ; one corporeal, frail and 
perishable, the other spiritual and. immortal :-r-T 
that the part of hipa which came from .the earth 
shall .return to dust again, the part which came 
frokn the Divinity shall again be united to himi 
— that at the grave^ where his temporal life is 
i;oiicluded» begins the life of eternity ; a life 
Mhipli>sbaU not be measured, by the succession 
0f days, and nights, and by the revolutions of 
y^ars and ^ges» but shall continue in one unin^ 
teiTupted. flow, and shall never be exhausted, 
l^ively^i^tron^ and depp is the impression which 
th^se truths make on his soul. Eclipsed by 
th/e»e great objects all other things are but little 
regarded* . He henceforth forms no.designs, npr 
resiohitions, but with relation to eternity : he 
makes no efforts, but with a.vie^ to^ eternitijr : 
bie covets no felicities, he fears bo. evils, but 
those of eternity. 

From thi$ immeiisity o|his views arises a CQ.r* 
/ respondent dignity and enefgy in the aflfections: 
q{ his hearts Hence that tranquil and majestic 
firmness, which disdains to give itself up to 
inrorldly hopes and fears. When in the fickle- 
ness of fortune honours and opulence are trans- 
ferred Iropi himself to oliiers, the change does 
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not sniprise, afflfct nor disconcert him. From 
the sanctQaty of the eternal God, in which his 
faith has fixed him a dwelling place, he beholds 
the succeission <^ ages as they roll along, like 
the floods of a torrent pressed forward by others 
following them, so rapidly, that they have 
scarcely' begun, when they cease to be : and 
cannot think any thing of consequence that 
is contained in so small a span. 

Hence that evenness of soul, which is not 
to be ruffled by the vicissitudes and alternate 
sorrows ' and joys, which are so common 
among the slaves of this world. He is but a 
stranger on the earth : what matters to him the 
rank which he holds in it, or the path in which 
he walks to arrive at his true home, the house 
of his eternity. He contemplates with a serene 
eye the storms and tempests, which cease not 
to beat against those who are under the domi- 
nion of earthly concupiscence. He sees them 
elated by the least success, depressed by the 
smallest disgrace. He sees them intoxicated 
by vain applauses, and lost in despair at the ap- 
peairamce of contempt. He sees them animated 
by glimmerings of hope, and chilled by any 
mia*ks of coldness and indifference. He sees 
them coveting every thing, and disgusted with 
every thing; seeking what they before avoided^ 
returning to what they have, lately quitted. 
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giviQg their desires to that which they have 
not, and never content with .what they have. 
My brethren, this spectacle of misery would 
give to the peace of a Christian additional 
charms, if religion did not infuse as much com- 
passion into his heart, as it gives elevation to 
hiis conceptions and sentiments. 

Hence likewise his intrepidity in the midst 
of dangers. Let those who know nothing be- 
yond the grave, tremble at the sight of thatfsir 
tal abyss, in which all they have and all they 
hope for is buried without the possibility of be- 

♦ 

ing retrieved. He, who disengages his afiections 
from the things of the earth, regrets nothing on 
it, and fears nothing on it, but the neglect of his 
duties. The magnanimity of worldlings is, for 
the most part^ counterfeit; it is not. so much a 
generous courage which despises danger, as a 
dread of reproach from the surrounding multi* 
tude ; and often rushes on with a blind impetu- 
osity without fear, because withoiit considera- 
tion. The magnanimity of a Christian is the 
calm heroism of a soul, that views the tomb as 
a receptacle, to which it confides ifor a time the 
spoils of its mortality, to clothe them again with 
immortality. This noble spirit, producing the 
sublimest efforts of great souls, is infused by 
religion into all her children : and^ makes them 
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truly pftUottoi^rs, sach as the porticos of 
ZeM £onld n^Veir botfst^f. 

Agaio, my bretbrea, the mbnlity of the gos- 
(t^rMt^ihly^dertf nfeii gi«&tli'Ad fihptklAbtb 
ft'tbefr^fiblft: ehftiWclfer, biit iA ^ the rdatidotf, 
eotf ibeivs, '&nd etigigeiia^ts ^f 't>ri!^ate m. ft. 
mak^them sibt^^rein &eir %drds» tiniftArtn i^ 
Iheir coDdtit:t/j*i»tinlli«i^ dl^liD^s, tn^ekte 
itt tho nse df Jwilrjer; diSiiit^rested'in thie Sifrnc^ 
irfaich they do, ' and iA the VOunsdS which' thtif 
give to otfaiA«. It toAes Ihem ni^ ef probity 
atad horibaK Waritt in thtit-'fria^dshipS) steady 
iti'their attacboieills. It'Vih^rtsfifes knd ^kpaiad^ 
to th«m h>i«tianity, ^^tdsitf, tenderness, and 
igdodness Of hedrt— ttfose amiabhe qualities, 
%hich are the tefaigh of the ttbfolfUDate, the Bttjf- 
))oit'df the \t«^, the S6l&ce^ey6ry M^Mty, 
the band of^oci^ty, the charm' df life, the so^irdfe 
6f e*«ry pleSstn*. 

' Of all thi^ the *(7brid ^1f is dot ignk>raht. 
NotWtth^taA^ng tts'pVatfflical^nmity to th6 gO^. 
"pA, in t^iis ft does jastice to it; for when it 
w^hts'k^ruly n'pTi^ rii&ii; k G^cbr6 frietld,'^ 
lil&il 'df <^6d b^tt, frdd^r iidV seek hittVamfdi^ 
4tjdse Wh<&9i^t^ been Ydf nii^ In its 0%n Bchool': 
^1*0 ; ttTcnbVs therritdo \Vdl : it se^ts olft & *i^ 
Itidhs, pious GhHstian. In Its mafs, it rests 'db 
lifeiintfegrilt.' In'^i^J^tes; it i^iiliafest^felf 
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by his coansels. On his friendship it securdjr 
reposes. Its own pupila are fit for times of \ir 
centiousness, of debaucheryi and profligacy ; 
its own pupils are the friends of its passions and 
vices, A Christian is its resource and refqge oif 
every great and important occasion. A CibfUk 
tian is the friend of reason, of /esteem and con^ 
fidenee. The worldling amuses himself irith 
woridliogs: but it is only on the principlea^f 9 

Christian that he builds his security. 

These are the blessed fruits of the gospel o^ 
peace ; and now, in conclusion, my brethren, 
moved by these reflections, determine with your- 
selves not to remain idle spectators of the great- 
ness of a Christian character. You are called 
to the same liberty and digpity^ You have re- 
ceived the light of the same revelation. Graces^ 
to enable you to walk by that light, are ready 
prepared for you, in the treasures of the divine 
goodness. Begin therefore instantly to assert 
your high claims. Erect yourselves in con- 
scious superiority over all that passes with time. 
Be converted from idols, to your sovereign good. 
Be converted from the idols of human ambi- 
tion, lust, vanity, pomp and pride, to serve the 
true and living God, and to expect from heaven 
his son Jesus. Do not let your life pass away, 
as perhaps it has hitherto passed, in being irri- 
tated against the world, and then reconciled to it 
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foretold, and 80 patheticaNy lamented, by our 
diYiDe Redeemer, are now arrived, days of 
gloom and thickest darkness, in which the light 
of faith, eclipsed by the clouds, which are raised 
around it, from the corrupt passions ofmen^ 
and obstructed by the false maxims of worldly 
wisdom, emits such feeble rays, that the greater 
part of Christians enter blindly into the snares 
laid for them by the enemies of their happinessg 
and seduced by the illusions of their own de- 
sires, are hurrying along the path, which leads 
to perdition. Hence, instead of devoting all 
their affections, solicitudes/ faculties and powers 
to the great concern of their eternal salvation, 
they join issue with the slaves of this world, in 
their grovelUng pursuits, discard the guidance 
of tbi^ wisdom, which is from above, no longer 
rest on the hopes, with which leligion woul^ 
support them, live only for the earth, and* not 
for heaven, labour only for temporal prosper!^ 
ties and pleasures, and not for a heavenly inhe- 
ritance and an incorruptible crown. 

Oh ! my brethren, if you have any of you suf* 
fered yourselves to be thus enticed and drawn 
away from^ the noble career of heavenly ambi- 
tion, to rua the race of vanity and fpU/^ jon sura* 
ly have forgotten the value of your own soul; 
and, while you pretend to be believers in the 
fos^ej, you are convicted of being infidels witi) 
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regard to one of its f undameDtal doctriaea, aod 
that is, the all-transcendiDgjiiiportaDce of you 
eternal salvation. Entering, f herefore,^ on a time 
wfaicfc is to be particularly appro]^riated to the 
concerns of eternity, let iis, this day, make a 
serious meditation oA this momentous :trath» 
and ^eigh well the inflaence, vhich a firm 
belief of it onght to have at all times, on the 
conduct of our lives. 

What is meant by salvation ? What is it we 
have in view, when we priess you to labour, that 
you may work out your salvation? Fully to ex** 
plain it as to all its effects and consequences 
is beyond all humaik power. Only the Divine 
Being can give yon a just idea of it: ^ince the 
oracles of eternal truth have declated» that none 
but Ood can eleariy manifest the infinite valae 
of ^e good itfaings prepared for htm, who s&ve$ 
his'soul, and theinfiniteeitent.of the miseries 
that await him, who is «t> unfortunate as to lose 
it. Salvation^ th^efore, is an interest ef such 
boundless magnitude, tiiat the whole stretch ifi 
hnrnan imagination cannot rteich to- an adequate 
<:onceiption of it. NothiDg "which we experience 
ift this worid lean enable us to comprehend i^ 
The pleasures, dignitieisr and emoluments of the 
earth; its bumiliatiotts, affiictions and calami^ 
ties ; all that w^fear> and idl that we hope ; att 
that wewek, and^LlllliM w« wjah to avoid ; all 
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that elates us in joy, or depresses us in grief ; 
all that here so powerfully excites and iufiames 
our passions.; — all this together presents but a 
shadow of what is reserved for us, in the tife to 
come* ^or, of all this we have tolerably clear 
ideas : but the whole that we clearly know con* 
ceraiog the. importance of salvation is, that, in 
this state of our existence,: we never can arrive 
at the comprehension of it 

- Oh! Christians, the importance of salvation 
should certainly rise in our estimation, in pro- 
portion to ourinability to describe it. There 
needs no other argument to induce us to make 
it the first object of our widies. But we will en- 
deavour, neverthete»9, to throw some light on it; 
not by the aid of human reflections. and reason- 
ings : they can famish no colours sufficiently 
lively to paint it, but un4er the guidance of di- 
vine revelation. Only religion can lift up the veil, 
which covers the secrets of eternity : and, under 
her auspices, we are enabled, in some degree, 
to enterinto the sanctuary of the Divinity, and 
to examine:what the Qod of eternal wisdom 
thinks of the importance of salvation.' He in- 
ibrms us, .my beloved tfriends, that be hath done 
all things fiiur his own glory, and for our salva- 
tkio. ^ He hath sacrificed bis own beloved Son 
ioat the expiation o£&in^ in ordea* to^ our sal vs^tion. 
Allthe dispensaitionsrofldii providence, 't&y)i\t 
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creation^ redemption arid sanctificatton; have 
for their: general object bis own glory, and for 
their particular object thesaWatiop of the souls 
of men. 

One of the principal views of the Almighty 
in creating the world was the salvation of man; 
We had no existence; but from eternity we 
were present to the mind of the Lord, who foroK 
ed the design to draw us out of nothing, fo 
place.us on this earth, and thence to conduct 
us to heaven. Would he have created us only 
to act, on the stage of this worlds a part, which 
must &o quickly tern)inate : to be at one time 
fascinated by fugitive pleasures, at another time 
bathed in tears, and a prey to hearttcorroding 
sorrows : to be the sport of the inconstancy and 
caprices of fortune, envying the lot of those, to 
whom she is more kind, and presently after 
sinking, together with them into eternal night? 
Let the ioQpious, brutalized as they are by the 
dominion, which sensuality holds over theoTj 
endeavour to persuade themselves^ that their 
existence will terminate with this life ; wretchea 
who afeenemies to, God, whom theyblaspheme, 
by attributing to him a design so . uaworthy of 
his infinite wisdom ; and enemies to themselves, 
degrading and vilifying their own being,, by the 
pursuit of objects fiqkle, evanescent,, and perish- 
able. We, taught by right reason, and enlight- 
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§ned by reveUtioB; behold the Lord preparingp, 
iJtrrangiog» disposiog and r^olating all humau 
events, with a view to our salvation in a future 
world. The design of forming the univepse ori- 
giniated in the design to make us eternally happy. 
The heavens^ therefore, which announce to ns 
his greatness and glory, announce to us likewise 
our own great and noble destiny ; and all the 
beauty and splendour, with which they are 
adorned, are intended to raise in us sublimf 
tad exalted ideas of the magnificent designs of 
God in bur regard. 

These designs are no less clearly expressed 
by the manner, in which Providence governs 
the world . For, you may observe, my brethren, 
that all the prodigies and extraordinary events^ 
that are recorded in the Old Testament, which 
lias preserved for ni the history of the creation 
of the world, and of the transactions of its first 
ages, afibrd the strongest evidences, that it is 
Ae invariable object of the Deity to make all 
things subservient to our salvation. You may 
observe, that the rise, decline, and fall of mighty 
empires; the sucees^n of monarchies de- 
stroying one another ; the written law added 
to the law of nature; the patriarchs, the pro* 
phets ; the Jewish people distinguished by the 
divine fevonr from the other nations of the earth; 
the prosperities and afflictions of that people ; 
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itis ordinaDcefl, rites aad ceremonies, allhaTe a 
marked reference to Jesos Christ the author of 
our salvatiop. Whenever tba Lord. speaks to 
the children of meo, it is to call th«D back to the 
ways of sal vation, or ^ admonish his servants, to 
walk in them with steady perseverance. If he 
^ive us laws, it is, that we niay merit salvation, 
by our obedience. If he enrich us with earth* 
ly treasures, and throw a lustre. around us, or 
place our lot in humiliation, abjection and indi- 
gence, it is, that either gratitude, or a sense of 
our miseries, may brmg us to the ways of sancti^ 
fication. 

Whatever regards not that object be seems 
to pass by, as being unworthy of bis attention. 
Let the righteous man languish in continual 
afflictions : let him be harassed with cares and 
tortured with pains : let each returning day 
bring him some new subject for tears and la<- 
mentations. The Lor^d, who loves him with 
the tenderest affection, hears his sighs, sees his 
tears ; and does not see them, without being 
moved with commiseration. Still he does not 
hasten to wipe tfiem away, and to diry up their 
source. Why? Be<!ause what be reserves for 
his servants in eternity, is so much superior to 
all that he could give them in time ; because, 
compared with salvation, all other blessings 
are so frivolous, that he cannot think of making 
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them (tie recoBbpence of virtue. Only salvation 
is a gift cotDineiiBtirate to his love for men, who 
do his will. Let the wicked man prosper here 
in all his ways ; let him be carried down a 
stream of laxurious delights ; the Lord oflea 
disdains to distarb htm in these passing enjoy* 
ments, which enchant his criminal heatt. But 
he will refuse hini eternal salvation, and, refus- 
ing that, be denies him all that is good. By this 
terrible chastisement, he punishes and exercises 
vengeance like a God. 

Oh ! hear this, all ye people, give ear, all ye 
inhabitants of the earth, both high and low, rich 
and poor together : your desires are enkindled 
by fugitive pleasures, which conceal in their 
bosom many real sorrows ; your avarice is ex- 
cited by riches, which are a source of a thour 
sand disquietudes ; your ambition is fired by 
the prospect of honours, which soon vanish, like 
the delusive fancies of a dream ; yoa are cap- 
tivated by shadowy forihs of good ; you think it 
a happiness to obtain them, a misfortune^to lose 
them ; oh ! turn them, therefore, turn them, at 
least to this advantage: learn«fir6m them the im- 
portance of' eternil- salvation : for behold, all 
these objects of worldly desire are, in some sorl^ 
given,up by the Almighty to hazard, to caprice, 
to the empire of fortune, to insolence, to injusr 
tice, to impiety. He permits the evil spirits to use 
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theniy sometimes as iacitements to guilt, some* 
times as its recompence. He often refuses them 
to the righteous, whom he loves, and gives them 
to the sinner, whom he detests. He very fre- 
quently takes them away from his servanti^ in 
the abundance of his mercy ; and distributes 
them to his enemies, in the fury of his indigna- 
tion. If then such things as these can ever ap- 
pear worthy of your regard, oh ! with what ar- 
dour of soul should you pant aftar your eternal 
salvation; that blessing, which the Lord hath 
reserved to himself only the power of giving and 
refusing ; the only blessing, with which he re- 
compenses the labours of hiis faithful servants; 
the only one, which he denies to the wicked ; 
that blessing, which he bestows in the tender 
effusions of his bounty, and withholds in his ter- 
rible indignation; that blessing, to whicbhe 
sacrifices every other ? For he thinks not that 
he does too much^ if he send forth famine^ dis- 
ease, pestilence, and death, if he take iiway 
riches, degrade all earthly dignities, break scep- 
tres in -pieces, overturn thrones, demolish em- 
pires, nay, and bury the world under its own 
ruins, in order to. open, before his people, the 
path that leads to everlasting salvation. 

You see the importance of salvation, in all the 
exertions of God's crea,ting and ruling power; 
behold it likewise, in the wonders of his redeem- 

YOL. I. 2 b 
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ing love. The eternal Word of God comes 
down from bis heavenly throne, and clothes 
himself with our nature, in a manner annihilat- 
iog his own majesty. See him, in his agony in 
the garden, where the anguish of his soul causes 
his blood to trickle down from every pore : see 
him betrayed by the friend of his bosom, aban- 
doned by all his beloved disciples, draped 
from one tribunal to another, the sport of a vile 
populace and insulting rabble, victim of the jea- 
lous ambition of the hypocritical pharisees, sa- 
tiated with ignoniinies and miseries, mangled 
with bmi$e9, expiring on the cross : and why- 
is he. thus overwhelmed with sorrows 1 Ah! 
because our eternal destiny is attached to his 
death : because Jesus must die, or man must 
]>erish for ever. Supported bj this rejection, 
be advances towards death, with a steady step^ 
content that his blood be poured forth to the 
last drop, th^t thus he may glorify his Father, 
and feBti>x^ to.mttn the hope of salvation. Filled 
with this object, the moment before he expires, 
be collects together all the energies of his na- 
ture, iand animates his voice to declare aloud, 
that the great work is accomplished ; and then 
sweetly reposes m the sleep of death. He said: 
It is consvmnated : and bowing Ms headf he gave 
up the ghost. (John 19.) Oh ! will not this un- 
speakable love in Jesus teach us, I do not say 
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now to love bira, but to love ourselves, and la-^ 
hour to secure, before all things, that salvation, 
which is the end of his sufferings and .d^ath ! 

The same is the object of all the joperations 
of the Divine Spirit for the sanctification of the 
souls of men. You, who walk in the command- 
ments of the Lord, you see the Vast importance 
of salvation, in all that the Holy Ghost does, 
both in you and for you. You see it. in the 
sacraments, those fruitful sources, from which 
there flow streams of graces, to wash away the 
sins of men, and fertilize their souls for the, pro- 
duction of every virtue: you see it. In that ce- 
lestial light, which pours its beams on your 
minds, dissipating your eirrors, discovering thi& 
snares laid for your innocence, and guiding yqu 
along the paths of peace: you feel it, in the im- 
pulse and ardours of (hat divine charity, which 
burns up in your hearts every profane affection, 
exalts you above the. weak condition of human 
nature, makes you callous to the impressions 
of crimioal sensuality, and happy, amidst all 
the self-denials and austerities of virtue. Why 
are you favoured with these lights and graces, 
but only with a view to your eternal salvation 1 

Sinners, likewise, if you wish to know the 
importance of salvation, you need but enter 
into yourselves, and call to your remembrance 
what has passed between God and your soul, 

2b2 
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during the years^ in \irhich his grace has com- 
bated your passions, and your passions . have 
resisted his graces* Call to mind how n?nch it 
cost you, before you cbuld consent to the first 
grievous violation of his law ; when you were 
forced to struggle, that you might tear your- 
selv^ from the arms of the Divine Being, who 
would not destroy your free-will, but wished 
to hold you to his embraces, \yhence those 
fears, those disquietudes, those alarms? Whence 
those upbraidings of conscience which ypu can- 
not bear, and yet cannot avoid ? That plaintive, 
that awful voice within your breast, w.bich you 
strive, in vain, to stifle ? Whence those gloomy 
reflections, which so often embitter your unlaw- 
ful pleasures ? Oh ! it is the Spirit of God, 
that worketli within you, commiserating your 
wretched state, and calling you back to the 
ways of salvation. . 

While all on earth and in heaven is thus in- 
tent on promoting your eternal welfare, will you 
youritelves continue indifferent. to it?. Whose 
interests are at stake in this great concern? 
Your own, my beloved brethren, your own 
dearest interests. When we urge you to labour 
for your salvation, whom do we wish to make 
happy ? Oh ! deluded, infatuated man, will you 
not attend to yourself? Will you, while busied 
about so many extraneous* concerns, will you 
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still forget yourself? We hear you anxiously 
saying : What will be the issue of this law-suit, 
which secures to me, or takes from me, a very 
considerable property ? This project, on which 
roy reputation so much depends, how will it 
terminate ? What will be the success of this 
speculation, which establishes, or ruins my fa- 
mily ? But with all this, what will become of 
yourself? Where will you be, what will be your 
condition throughout eternity ? Attend to thy- 
self. Ah ! what will it concern vou, when re- 
moved from this world, whether your relatives, 
or strangers, occupy the highest places in it? 
What will it be to you, when the earth has re- 
ceived the spoils of your mortality, whether 
your name live, or have perished, in the me- 
mory of men ; whether you have fully enjoyed, 
or never tasted, the pleasures of this life I Do 
you imagine, that any solicitude about tempo- 
ral advantages, or any concern about their for- 
mer opulence or indigence, disturbs the repose 
of your forefathers? Go, and consult their 
mouldering remains, in the gloom and stillness 
of the tomb, where your ashes must shortly be 
mingled with theirs. Cold and perishing, they 
would take up a new life, to cry out to you, 
without ceasing : Look to thyself, Your parent 
would say : The hours, my dear child, are mov- 
ing successively along; and in their rapid course, 
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are hastening the moment, when, in this grave, 
we shall be again united. You behold all that 
remains to me of what I once was. You hold 
at present my possessions: but they are yours 
only as they were mine, in the nature of a loan, 
and to 'be transmitted to the next geiieration. 
£ven, if they were yours, they are not you. 
They shall perish in ;^our regard : and you shall 
continue to live. Why these endless attentions 
and cares to amass wealth, to obtain prefer- 
ment, to improve and heighten external per- 
sonal accomplishments? Will these things de- 
scend with you hither? All these shall cease 
to be : but you shall survive. Attend to your- 
selves. Mad that we are'f We bewilder our- 
selves in vain projects, which after a tew in- 
stants dissolve into air : while we neglect the 
only affair that is peculiarly and personally our 
own ; the affair which involves the destiny of 
our soul, of that immortal soul, which alone is 
man, and the whole of man ! 

When we suspect, that a danger threatens 
our life, or our property, we are disquieted and 
alarmed. Our minds are divided between hopes 
and fears. A thousand various images float 
'before our fancy, and break in on the repose of 
our sleep! Oh! when we behold an immortal 
soiil affected, in so lively a manner, by things, 
that pass so quickly by, how must we pity its 
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folly ! And when we behold the same soul so 
little affected by that, which will never pass 
away, how must we tremble for its presump^ 
tuous security f We are on the shore of eternity: 
perhaps the next step we take will precipitatifc 
us into that gulf, into which all enteric,- and 
from which none ever returns: pa^s but a mo^- 
ment, and our lot is decided for ever: ^nd can 
*we be at our ease ? Can we be composed and 
tranquil? Can we sleep on the brink of the pre- 
cipice, and indulge ourselves in this life, as if it 
were never to end, or we were to end with it ; 
and neglect and forget the life to come, as if it 
were never to begin, or after having been begun, 
were soon to come to an end ! 

Oh ! my friends ! that we may not be thus 
betrayed into endless miseries, let our minds 
be frequently fixed in the contemplation of the 
years of eternity. Dreadful alternative ! Hea- 
ven or hell for everlasting ages ! To be for ever 
the object of the divine complacence and love, 
or to be the victim of his desolating vengeance ! 
To drink of the river of delights, which flows at 
God's right hand for evermore, or be the eter- 
nal prey of the worm that, never dies, of the jfire 
that is never extinguished ! Oh ! let these aw- 
ful truths sink deeply into the soul ; and our 
most violent and headstrong passions will quick- 
ly subside, and bend in timid and calm submis- 
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sioti to every cotpmand of our adorable Creator^ 
Tlien all earthly pleasures and earthly interests 
will be ill a mauiier annihilated. Let the world 
be friendly or adverse : its smiles and its frowns 
may be of some consequence to those, who iose 
sight of eternity : but to us salvation will be • 
every thing : all the rest insignificance and no^ 
thingness. Then, with the great apostle, we 
shall so rtm, not, as at an uncertainty: sojight^ 
not as beating the air; but run so as to obtain 
the prize, the only prize, that is worth our am- 
bition, an incorruptible crown in a glorious im- 
mortality. 
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SERMON XIV. 

SEXAGESIMA SUNDAY, 



THE IMPORTANCE OF SALVATION. 



They are the minUters of Christ ;....! am more : 
in many more labours, in prisons more fre- 
quently, in stripes ohofDe measure, in death often» 
— 2 Cor. xi. 23. 

It was my endeavour last Sunday, my bre- 
thren, to erect your minds from earth to heaven, 
from time to eternity, from the frivolous pursuits 
of this uncertain life, to the contemplation and 
love of the substantial and permanent blessings 
prepared for you in the world to come, by 
shewing you the high importance of eternal sal- 
vation, as manifested by all the operations of 
the Divine Being, in the creatiouj^ redemption^ 
and sanctification of men. In aid to the re* 
flections which we then made on the subject, 
the lepistle of this day places before us, in the 
person of St. Paul, a shining example of a man 
so filled and penetrated by a conviction of this 
truth, as to renounce every earthly advantage, 
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to forego every comfort, to encounter every 
danger, accamulate on himself every' calamity, 
and sacrifice life itself, that he might secure 
salvation to his own i^oul, and to the souls of 
all, to whom he preached the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. This was his grand object ; and this 
he indefatigably and undauntedly followed up, 
in perils of robbers ^ in perils /rom his own nation, 
in perils from thegentiks, in perils in the citjfy in 
perils in the wilderness^ in perils in the sea^ in 
perils from false brethren ; in labour and painful" 
nesSf in watching, qften^ in hunger and thirst, in 
fasting often, in cold and nakedness : in prisons, 
in stripes and i^ death* 

Salvation could not be pregnant with more 
blessings to him than it is to as, and, conse- 
quently, an equal zeal and ardour, for securing 
it ought to appear in our conduct, according to 
our respective abilities and circumstances. But 
it is a truth as certain, as it is d,eplorabIe, that 
. the greater part of us act through life, as if we 
had little or no interest in it. We suffer the lust 
of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride 
of life to possess such influence over us^ that 
we see nothing, but through the glass, which 
they hold up before us; learn nothing, but what 
they teach ; esteem nothing, but what they re- 
commendl Hence the truths, which relate to 
the world to come, are placed in so dim alight, 
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and removed to such a distance from us, as 
hardly to lay any hold on our belief. When 
we look round us on the world, and view the 

' general occupations of men, we behold, in the 
first place, multitudes, who give no thought to 
salviation, and, secondly, multitudes, whose 
manner of life renders it evident, that they have 
no sincere desire to secure it. Folloiw me in 
these observations, my beloved friends, and 
Heaven grant you may not discover yourselves 
in any of the portraits, which I am about to 
draw before you ! 

1. In the first place, multitudes live in an al- 
most total forgetfulness of salvation.' Occu- 

. pied by a variety of external objects, that suc- 
*cessively press on their senses aqd seize their 
attention ; engaged in providing for the interests 
of this world ; hurried along by the torrent of 
general example, and by the impetuosity of their 
own passions, they are continually wandering, 
dissipated, carried, as I may say, out of them- 
selves, and consequently allow themselves but 
little leisure to listen to the voice of religion and 
conscience, inviting them to attend to the care 
of their happiness in a future world. Thus 
they pass incessantly from one object to an- 
other, from one business to another, from one 
desire, one pleasure to another. Their life 
'drives on in continual agitation, till they find 
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themselves in eternity, before tbeyhave serious- 
ly reflected, that eternity awaited them. Un- 
fortaoate victims^ whom the infernal enemy 
crowns with flowers, and leads blindfolded to 
the place of sacrifice, where they fall smitten 
by a hand, which they had neither foreseen nor 
expected. . . , 

Again, my brethren, how many persons are 
there, who never think on their salvation, but 
in spite of themselves ; and dread nothing so 
much as to be forced to think on it? The 
thought on eternity, which to the righteous man 
is so sweet, so consoling, is to the- siimer a 
gloomy, afflicting thought. He avoids what- 
ever is. capable of awakening it in his mind. 
He avoids himself, and is afraid to be alone, 
exposed to the influence of his feith and of his 
reason. The silent recess, the peaceful retreat, 
which is so dear to the virtuous and fervent 
disciple of Jesus ; in whlch^ secluded from the 
cares, .tumults, distractions and bustle of life, 
he, delights to waft to heaven his amorous sighs, 
to enkindle Jn his breast the chaste flames of 
divine charity, to warm his soul witt^ gratitude, 
and bedew his countenance with the delicious 
tears that! flow fronfi a. penitent heart: all this 
to the sinner is odious and detestable. Ah I to 
get rid of the . reflections, to which „solitude 
would give birth, his resource is in confusion, 
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festivity, intoxication, clamour, debaucbcries 
. and riot. The thought on salvation only 
prompts him to reduce himself to a state of 
imbecility or stupidity, in which he is unable 
to think on it any longer. 

From this stage of depravity the passage is 
easy to another still more lamentable. . Wei- 
ried with unsuccessful efibrts to avoid the 
thought on salvation, Avhich, ivhen driven out 
and banished, always returns ; vv hich they al- 
ways flee from, and which always follows them; 
many men so far harden themselves, as to de- 
spise it, and look with a tranquil eye on the 
immense extent of eternity. To encourage their 
terrified consciences, they raise themselves up 
against their religion; to calm the disquietudes 
of their hearts, they endeavour to pervert their 
understandings. With this design, they give 
an attentive ear to the teachers of infidelity, to 
the apostles of hell, whom it was reserved for 
this age of the world drawing towards its de- 
cline, to see every where introducing themselves, 
erecting themselves with daring insolence, dog- 
matising in the face of the sun, rewarded often- 
times by the smiles and favours of the great and 
afflueqt; though in the end^ by the spread of 
their pestiferous doctrines, they tear up, and 
trample under their feet the prosperities of 
those, from whom they have received counte- 
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nance and support Hence, tbey apply \fitb 
all assiduity to the reading of those impious 
books, which pass from one country to another, 
borne by the breath of the impure spirits, to 
lay waste the inheritance of Jesus Christ. They 
nourish themselves with this fatal reading: 
make it the darling occnpation of their days 
and nights. The vitiated condition of all their 
affections, the craving interests of inordinate 
self-love, the desire to find peace of soul, to 
which, since they began their guilty career, they 
have ever been strangers, give force to the rea- 
sonings, and lend chamis and graces to the 
language, of such publications, though in them- 
selves flimsy, superficial, paltry and contempti- 
ble. They drink the poison in luscious and 
copious draughts. They lay open their souls 
to error, and offer themselves to seduction. 
Hence, their debilitated reason is soon embar- 
rassed and lost, in the wily turnings of captious 
arguments. Their principles being undermined, 
they totter and fall on that side, to which they 
are inclined by the weight of concupiscence. 
That they may no longer fear, they determine 
no longer to believe. They form to themselves 
a religion suitable to their morals; because they 
despair of making their morals conform to their 
religion. They condemn the gospel; because 
it condemns them : and throw it aside: because 
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they levant the resolutimi to reduce its maxims 
into practice. Would to God that these truths 
may not be already.knbwn to any here present^ 
by their own experiepce ! lif happily this be the 
case, let them s^rve as a warning, against a 
threatening and imminent danger, whenever men 
become indifferent to the concern of eternal sal- 
vation. If none, v^ho now listen to me, have in ' 
any degree caught this diabolical infection, alas ! 
my brethren, the present distracted and wretch- 
ed state of sonie European nations^ the confu- 
sion, the anarchy, the ravages, desolation and 
horrors, with which they are filled, the exile or 
murder of all the wise and good, the temples, 
which were consecrated to religion, demolished 
or profaned, and the infamous prostitute placed 
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on the altar of the living God, and there receiv- 
* ing homage from an abandoned people, arcf so 
many shocking evidences, that the infection has 
prevailed, has tainted all that was sound, dark- 
ened all that was splendid, deformed all that 
was lovely, and blasted all that was flourishing, 
to the eternal disgrace of human nature. 

2. But let us turn aside from these abomina- 
tions, and consider, in the second place, that, 
among those, who think on salvation, there. are 
multitude^, whose manner of life renders it evi- 
dent, that they have no sincere desire to secure 
it to themselves. TThev wish to save their souls : 
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but the wish is vague and indeterminate, and 
fixes on no means to comjpass what they seem 
to wish for. Theirs is rather an effort to wish, 
than an effectual desire. Thns, inoved hy read- 
ing some pious reflections, touched to the in- 
most soul by some pathetic exhortation Irom 
the ministers of the gospel, or wiarned of the 
uncertainty of life, and of the near approach of 
eternity, by the ofHicting death of some intimate 
friend or affectionate relative, one says: I wish 
to save my soul : but he does not say : I will 
save my soul ; and therefore J instantly relin- 
quish the ways of iniquity, and begin to lead a 
life of repentance : I this moment renounce all 
unlawful gains : restore all that has been un- 
justly acquired; T endeavour to banish from 
my mind the remembrance of the injuries I have 
received, and to efface every trace of them, 
which may inspirit me to revenge. Another 
would gladly make his peace with his offended 
Creator : but he does not take the necessary 
measures, by examining into the state of his 
conscience, and laying all his iniquities at the 
feet of Christ Jesus, expiating them with the 
tears of contrition, and by wiping away the 
tears of the poor, who are weeping over their 
indigence and their miseries. In a word, for a 
detail of this kind would never end, many per- 
^^ons wish to be saved; but they have no will to 
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make the sacrificev/tb *sabject themselves to 
the restraints, and to undergo the laboors, 
'^hich are necessary for working out their' sal- 
vation. 

Others diesire to save their souls, but their 
jdesire is passing, inconstant, evanescent; so 
feeble, that it yields ^o the first obstacle: so 
timid, that the least danger terrifies and drives 
it back : so uncertain, that they are ever fluc^ 
tuating between the wish for salvation, and the 
dread of the pains it will cost them. They are 
continually forming projects of conversion, con- 
ceiving new designs of piety and regularity : 
but a slight word, a sarcasm, a raillery, a human 
respect, a compliance with the humours of cer- 
tain friends, whom they love with such affection, 
as to be enemies to themselves, an unforeseen 
occasion, a paltry interest, an idea that tbey 
shall appear unfashionable, pvjerturns all their 
pious projects. Their whole life is spent in 
undertaking, and never executing; in reproach- 
ing themselves with their weakness, and never 
employing the means to recover their strength. 
. Others desire to work out their salvation, but 
at some period of time, which is yet at a dis- 
tance : when youth and its attendant pleasures 
and temptations shall have all gone by : when 
cool reflection,' in the evening of life, shall direct 
their views towards eternity: when the esta- 
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blishment of their worldly fortane shall give 
them leisure to attend to the interests of the 
next life. That is, when there is nothing else 
they can do for the earth, they will begin to 
think of heaven. Ah I but it is a thousand to 
one their time will expire^ before their desiga 
18 begun to be brought into action. 

Others there are, who manifefiit a desire to 
save their souls, by a certain regularity in the 
exercises of devotion and piety, in approaching 
to the sacraments, in holy meditation, in stated 
works of selfdenial, and frequ^it acts of bene<- 
volaice : and yet there is but too much reason 
to fear, that the desire of salvation is not tht 
predominant affection of their hearts. This 
fear is excited by an observation of the manner, 
in which a predominant affection usually ope- 
rates in the conduct of mankind. When men 
are intent on executing son^e project, which 
they deem of the highest importance, though 
they do too much, they hardly ever think they 
do enough to insure it. They omit no means 
of success. Among useful means, they choose 
the niost useful. Among the sure paths that 
lead to its accomplishment, they choose the 
most sure. They epdeavour to look into con* 
tin|;6ncies and futurities, and to foresee what 
hidden obstacles may Oppose their progress^ 
Because they know not exactly what they may 
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have to fear^ tbey feat all, and etidieiatour tO^ 
prevent all, that caa standin their way. Nay^ 
sometimes they exhaust themselves, they Cdd^ 
same their health, and sipking uitder the bui-^ 
then console themselves virith the pleasure of 
having completed the work of their industry. 

Thus it will, and thus it must be Mith the 
disciples of Christ Jesus, if their hearts be ac- 
tuated by an ardent desire of securing their 
eternal salvation. But can we think thds of 
those Christians, who, knowing that the world 
is filled with dangers, that it is exceedingly dif** 
ficult to preserve their innocence untainted by. 
its contagion, yet, with lively imaginations and 
hearts so tender, as to yield easily to every im^ 
pression, mingle with general, promiscttOus so« 
ciety, without attention to their own weakness^ 
without fear, without vigilance, and thuis exposd 
to ruin that virtue, which even in solitude, or in 
the company of only the wise and good, would 
hardly be sufficiently protected? Can we thitfk 
so of those whose chief delight is to flutter atid> 
glitter ii^ those assemblies, whi<ih are formed by 
idleness, decorated by vanity, kept up by gam- 
ing : in which purity is made to give way to 
Ucentiousness^ and charity to detraction: in 
which the least loss that is sustained is the loss 
of time : in which the prevailing conversation 
b^ets a forgetftilneas of vrhat should ever be 
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present to the miod, and teaches that, which 
had best be never known. Oh! my.brethren, a 
strong, transcendant desire of everlasting salva- 
tion, without more attention^ more circufnspec- 
tion, more precautions, more sureties, more 
fears, more alarms, more anxieties to realize it, 
can nev:er be reconciled to common sense. 

My brethren, the fruit of these, reflections 
should be to call men back from running after 
the vanities of this traository. life, and direct 
their thoughts, their plans, their hopes and de- 
sires to the attainment of .everlasting, bliss.:, as 
likewise to rouse the languid and tepid to. fer- 
vid activity, in providing for this the n^ost mo- 
mentous of. all their concerns; Surely those 
Christians, who ap3wer the descriptions, which 
^ave been given, must,. to act consistently, either 
entirely alter their mode of life, or renounce their 
faith ^nd hopes in Jesus. Bpt this isthe orxU- 
nary excuse. They say, that they are well 
awate of th^ importance of salvation ; but. they 
core startled. and recoii from the view of .its. dif- 
ficulties: they Would willingly occupy their 
powers and affections about this necessary .and 
essential business: but so many psussions rise 
lip i.n opposition) tp the attempt; M^^y must pnt 
themselves under, such restraints,, and.. ofSpr 
themselves so much violence, that their soul 
shrinks back, and gives itself up to more easy 
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and delectable pursuits. Salvation is attended 
with difficulties : I grant it : bat is any thing 
^reat and good, in this world even, to be attain- 
ed vrithout difficulty? The career of worldly* 
honours, of public renown, of opulence, of credit, 
of authority, meets with many obstacles. The. 
soldier, who would distinguish himself, and 
rise to preferment; the, courtier, who would 
gain br preserve interest and favour ; the states- 
man, who wishes to retain his situation and 
patronage ; the roan of letters, who desires to 
be admired aud to immortalize himself by bis 
erudition and the productions of his gdnius ; 
the merchant, who would make a fortune: all 
these must undergo' many labours and encoun- 
ter mdch opposition. The solitary in the de- 
sert, does not lead a life mdre hard and painful: 
and yet you know the hope of success, a hope 
always uncertain, and often fallacious, support? 
and animates them. Even the flowers, that 
are strewed along the paths of sensual delights, 
are mingled with many thorns. Why then^ 
should salvation be the oply business, which is 
laid aside, because it is difficult : although it be 
the only business, in which success depends on 
our own will and endeavours; and the only 
business, in whiil^h the Lord makes us alwavs 
suc^essfuK if We be faithful in our correspond-: 
ence with his graces ? ^ 
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The work of salvation is difficult : bot many 
persons of yonr age, sex and condition^ have 
walked, and do now walk, in the ways of sane* 
tification : they shew yon the course you must 
hold : they are ready to lead you on : they are 
men like you, and nothing should hinder yon 
firoan being saints like them. It is difficult: 
bat do yon confide solely in yonr own streogthi 
Know you not the power of divine grace ? Je- 
sus calls you to take up your cross and follow 
him : but he will himself assist you to carry it 
He, that inspires you with the will, is ready 
also to perfect in yon the accomplishment of 
your designs^ He ^ath shed his blood for you : 
and after that will he not give you all things? 

The work of salvation IS difficult. Ohf your 
ettfnal happiness or misery depends on it : and 
shall difficulties weaken those ejtertions, which 
they ought to inspirit ? If your portion be placed 
among the reprobate in the bottomless abyss, 
shall you be consoled by the reflection, that it 
would have been difficult to save your soul ? 

. Steadfastly fix the eye of your mind on the 
great day of eternity ; that day, which includes 
in its duration the unmeasurable extent of all 
i^es ; that day, whose constant and immutabJe 
bi:ightness sh^ll never be obscured by the 
shades of night ; that day, which presided at 
the formation of the universe, and shall shine 



391 

dn its rutos, on its final dissolution. Meditate 
often on those eternal years, which shall ever 
flow along, and never pass away: and then, 
filled with a sovereign contempt for the earth, 
and all its pains and pleasures, and breaking 
every band which attaches you to it, you will 
centre all your affections on the unchangeable 
felicities of the world to come, and advance 
with firm and rapid step, in the way of God's 
commandnients. 

In the eye of the Divine Being our salvation 
lis every thing ; because it averts all the evils, 
and secures all the blessings of eternity. Hbnce 
the Lord commanded the prophet Isaias to go 
and address himself to the righteous and to the 
wicked: to tell the righteous man, that he was 
in the ways of peace and happiness ; to tell the 
wielded man, that he was in the midst of misdry. 
Say to the just man that it is well^forhe shall eat 
the fruit of his doings. Wo to the tvicked unto 
evil; for the reward of his hands shall he given 
him. (Isa.iii.) The prophet might have replied : 
Wilt thou, O Lord, that I enter the magnificent 
and superb palaces, pierce through the crowd 
of flatterers, that surround the fortunate men of 
this world, and, while they recline on their 
downy cOuch, in the bosom of opulence and 
pleasures, while all yields to their inclinations 
and caprices, while each day rises for them in 
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serenity and brightness, inrhile, if any passing 
trouble interrupt the course of their prosperi- 
ties, all around them are eager to expel it and 
bring then) back to joy : — wilt thou that I tell 
them they are wretched, that I pity their cqndir 
tion, which others so much envy ? Oh ! none 
will believe me; I shall be laughed to scorn, 
and treated as one that hath lost his senses. 
Mnst I go into the gloomy, miserable hovel, 
where the virtuous man is pining in indigence,, 
borne down by the weight of ye^rs and infirmi- 
ties, scarcely able to obtain from the affluent 
what will support the feeble remains of a dying 
life, and in the midst of a family, who by their 
cries and lamentations, almost upbraid him for; 
having given them existence ; and must I inter- 
rupt his sighs, and tell him that he is happy? 
Alas! the sympathies of nature will belie my 
words. I shall be forced to mingle my tears 
with his, while I tell him that be has no cause 
for weeping. Yes, saith the Lord, gp : as I 
have commanded thee ; for the sinner, in the 
most brilliant prosperity, is certainly miserable; 
and the righteous, in the most poignant afflic- 
tion, is in the bosom of felicity. The day of re- 
tribution is coming on : time passes : eternity 
is at hand. To be happy for a few^ days, and 
miserable throughout eternity, is that to be 
called happiness ! What a kind of happiness ! 
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a happiness, \vbich men \rill detest and curse 
for everlasting ages! For the virtuous man to 
have the days of bis earthly pilgrimage clouded 
with griefs and embittered by every species of 
affliction, is that misery? No:, wben a man is 
made happy for all eternity, be never can bave 
been truly unhappy. Say to the just man that 
it is well^for he shall eat the fruit of his doings. 
This consideration has at all times animated 
the servants of God ; tbis hope made them saints. 
They were naturally frail, as we are ; and, to 
allure tbem, the world held out tbe same incite- 
ments^ as to us. But, vdtb countenances erect 
towards the blessed Jerusalem, tbey passed 
through tbe goods and evils of tbis life, with a 
dignified independance.. If we be guided by 
their wisdom, and imitate their, couragje, we 
shall soon acquire their virtues, ^nd be infallibly 
united to their bles^d society. 
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SERMON XV- 

QUINQUAGESIMA SUNDAY, 



ON SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS. 



A certain blind man sat by the way-side begging : 
—and Jesus said to him^ Receive thy sight: thy 
faith hath made thee whole. — Luke xviii. 35. 

An astoDisbing event took place on the earth, 
as is related in thebook of Exod as, when Moses, 
empowered by Omnipotence to dispose of light 
and darkness, dealt them out in soch a manner 
to the land of Egypt, that the parts of it, which 
were inhabited by the Egyptians, were envelop* 
ed in the thickest gloom ; wnile the Israelites, 
dwelling in the same country, enjoyed the light 
of the clearest and brightest day. But there is 
> exhibited to us| in the gospel, a prodigy not 
less stupendous, when we behold some men 
stricken with a spiritual blindness, by means of 
the same miracle^ which restores others to their 
sight. 

In effect, my beloved friends, the Redeemer 
of the world, as has just been related to you. 
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cured t)ie blind, by his divine power, and the 
miracle, which he wrought, produced two very 
opposite effects : it, gave sight to the poor man, 
who so fervently prayed for it; and, at the same 
time, it blinded the pharisees : him it {enlighten- 
ed, to know, to adore, and to follow the author 
of all happiness : but it added to their blind- 
ness, by giving them an occasion to become 
more obstinate in their incredulity, more perti- 
nacious in impugning the truths of God. Thus 
did our divine Lord verify that alarming decla- 
ration, which he made concerning himself: For 
judgment lam came into the world ; that they 
that see not^ may see ; and they that see^ may £«- 
icdme blind. John ix. S9. 

Alas ! this formidable judgment is frequently 
exercised, in the midst of us likewise. I mean, 
therefore, this day, to isiddress you on the sub- 
ject of spiritual blindness — that voluntary blind- 
Hess, which keeps the soUls of men immersed in 
gross and fatal errors, and raises before the 
eyes of their minds certain thick and impenetra- 
ble clouds, which prevent them from beholding 
the truths of God: and concerning it I shall 
fihew you, that it is very common in the world ; 
thatit is highly criminal ; and that of all crimes 
it is that, which stands in the most direct oppo- 
sition to our eternal salvation. 

My brethren, the doctrines of divine, revela- 
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iDonitori and a rigid censor, continually rebok^ 
ing Tice and disorder. Religion is a severe 
judge, menacing and intimidatingi ever bran- 
dishing the sword of eternal justice, ever dis* 
playing the terrors of God's judgm^ts, and the 
glare of avenging flames. What then is the re- 
source of the libertine? He imposes silence on 
his religion; and, to silepce it, he endeavours to 
extinguish it. He runs with avidity to writings ^ 
fraught with impiety, under the coyer of philo* 
0ophy, and sucks in all their poison. He seeks 
to fortify himself with seducing sophisms^ the 
illusion of which he cannot help feeling, though 
he endeavours not to see it; and he struggles 
against the powers of reason and conscience, 
to make himself an infidel, that so he may peace* 
fttUy rest in the embraces of guilt. 

But what a horrible resource is this \ Oh I 
my brethren, if any of you are thus deplorably 
situated, or are at any time tempted to take this 
desperate course, stop, at least for a moment, 
and consider the excess of your infatuation, be^ 
fore it be too late, |f your ears be aJready shut 
against the counsels and admonitions of religion, 
at least let them be open to the voicQ of reason. 
You either believe the doctrines of Christianity, 
or you have dpubts concerning them : for evi*. 
dence against tbem you can have none. If you 
actually Relieve them, and yet strive to become 
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an infidel ; your coddoct is downrigbt niadness, 
it is (urjt it is bravitig the vengeance of Heaven ; 
since the inbrednlity, which yon wish for is an 
enormous crime, that yon de^e to add to your 
other inquities. If you be in doubt concerning 
these doctrines,, your condnqt in declaring 
against them is a glaring injustice, and displayil 
moreover the extreme of folly. For, if you b^ 
in doubt^ will the incredulity, under which you 
would shelter yourselves, will it change the nat 
ture of things? — will it close up the mouth ,of 
the bottomless abyss, and secure yon from fall- 
ing into the habds of the living God ? If th^ 
evils, with which religion menaces you, be real, 
will they be less dreadful ;, because you have, 
with difficulty, succeeded at length in bringing) 
yourself to doubt of them ? When a storm is 
breaking over your head, are the effects of it 
less mischievous, because you pay no att^ptioa 
to it ? Is the precipice before your feet more 
easily avoided, because you turn your eyes an<- 
other way? 

Fatal effect of criminal voluptuousness ! It 
darkens the mind, by exhalations raised from 
the corrupted heart! and hence arise the 
doubts and uncertainties concerning religion 
— doubts, to which cool reason would never 
listen, which yourselves will disavow, when 
your passions shall have begun to subside* 
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Alas ! to procure some frivolous, traDsieot plea- 
soresp which are hatched in trouble, attended 
by fNUD, and end in sorrow, men withdraw them- 
wdweB from the inflaence of religion, which is 
the source of every permanent enjoyment ; and 
expose themselves to everlasting miseries. This 
is indeed a blindness, that no tears can suffi- 
ciently lament. 

Whichever way we turn our eyes, the cala- 
mities of which it is productive come forward 
to oar view, in a desolating prospect. Oh ! 
were it not for the banefnl consequences of this 
blindness, how different would be the face of 
the globe, from what it is at present : we should 
not, at this day, have to struggle for the defence 
of all that is dear, and all that is sacred to us, 
with a people, who, in the pride of their own 
conceit, having shut their eyes against the light 
of divine revelalioti, and fabricated for them- 
selves wild systems of order and governinent, 
have conseqii^tly traoipled under their feet all 
that is estimable, great and good, dl that wis- 
dom dictates, experience approves, justice sanc- 
tions, religion sanctifies, and humanity che- 
rishes. 

2. Another, and not less fatal species of af- 
fected and voluntary blindness is that of many 
persons, who will not beat the pains of examin- 
ing which, among the various sects, that bear 
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the Ghristiln name, and profess td teach tb^ 
pure^ unadnlteratied doctrines of Christ Jesus^ 
has the fairest pretensions to be beliered, and 
can prodace the most aotibentic titles^ Various 
and discordant are the tenets, which they re-» 
spectively enforce ; atid certainly the Spirit of 
God cannot have dictated all, as he cannot be 
the author of bontradibtion. If therefore it be 
allowed, that God hath revealed his will, con*^ 
c6fning both our belii&f and practice, surely 
every man, who wishes to do his will, will search 
diligently, till he have a settled persuasion, that 
he has discovered where the sacred deposit of 
revelation is faithfully preserved. This he will 
do divested of every prejudice, and actuated 
by earaestness, zeal and fervour : and, in doing 
it, he will natnrally pay, if not the most of his 
attention, at least a very considerable share of 
attention to the great body of Christians, who, 
from the time of the apostles down to this day, 
during a period of nearly eighteen hundred 
years, have continued united in the profession 
of the same faith, the participation of the same 
sacraments, and obfervance of the same moral 
law, under a visible head on earth : that great 
body of Christians, whose members were the 
brightest ornaments of every age and country, 
long before the names of other sects were heard 
of; so that in point of numbers and respecta- 
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is Un^md^M mea^Jram the faiths and en- 
tangle thewi$ehe$ in numjf $&rraw$. 1 Tim. vi. 9. 
3. There is yet auother kind <tf spiritual bliad- 
ness, which is as peraicioos^ and more commoo 
than the two former : and it is the bHddoess of 
many Christians, who do not indeed seek to rid 
themselves entirely of their faith, but wish to 
suspend its operations on their conduct; till 
such time, as they have fully gratified theur un- 
lawful desires. They are averse from hearing 
of eternal truths. Hiey desire that the hea- 
venly light may not, at least yet a while, shine 
on their minds, and discover to them the ways 
of salvation^ in spite of themselves. The dying 
to themselves, the crucifying the flesh, the con- 
stant vigilance, the narrow path, which are thci 

« 

continual theme of the gospel, are distressipg 
objects to think on ; therefore they choose ra- 
ther to pass their days in ignorance, than to ac- 
quire that knowledge, which would sharpen the 
stings of remorse. 

n The same is the situation of multitudes, in 
every class of life, who will not apply them- 
selves to receive that light, which would enable 
them. to remove certain doubts, and clear up 
<:ertain difficulties of conscience; because, when 
:tbey enter a little into themselves* they feel that 
they are not in a disposition to perform the 
duties, which such an investigation would sbe^f 
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to be incambent on them. Thus the great and 
the affluent are often at a loss to reconcile their 
luxuries/ pomps and vanities, ^ith their solemn 
baptismal engagements ; with the poverty and 
humility enjoined in the gospel ; land with that 
great law of fraternal charity, which obliges 
them to consider their superfluities as the pa- 
trimony of the indigent, and to employ them in 
deeds of benevolence. Thus the merchant and 
tradesbian Is sometimes alarnied at the idea, 
that in some of his dealings the rules of justice 
are not strictly adhered to : the servant is not 
satisfied that his attention to his master's inte- 
rest, and his management of property entrusted 
to him, are wholly reconcilable with honesty 
and fidelity : and thus, in many persons, cbn- 
science is not perfectly at ease, respecting some 
soft ideas, some wanton desires, some tender 
liberties, which, at least, seem to sully the pu- 
rity of their hearts. In these and such-like 
circumstances, if they were deliberately to sit 
down and compare their actions with the max- 
ims of the gospel, and weigh all in the balance 
of the sanctuary, it is more than probable they 
would discover much evil to be atoned for, 
much injustice to repair, many restitutionisi to 
be made. But that would embarrass them, and 
throw them out of their present pursuits. How 
t|ien dp th^y proceed ? They stifle these, feeble 
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pries of conscience ; or piptss on^ for thepresent^ 
mth a sort of intention to listen to thcm^ <m 
some future occasion : and when a short tkfte 
bence they tviU be called npcm to perform the 
first duties of religioo, to obey the precepts of 
the church, by purifying their hearts with sin-r 
cere repentance, and wortiiily receiving the 
body of the Lord, would to God they may not 
seek out for some indulgent and easy confessor, 
.one who has neither zeal nor science, who will 
pretend to loose on earth what will never be 
loosened in heaven; and will treaty as a real 
conversion, that which the angels of God weep 
. over, as a flagitious and horrible prostitution of 
all that is. most sacred in earth or heaven. 

Christians, I have given yon these deserip- 
tioDS of various kinds of spiritual blindness, 
that, 'making you acquainted with it^ I may in- 
spire you with a dread of it, and prompt you 
to examine attentively, whether you are, in any 
degnee, afflicted wiUi it; since of all the crimes, 
which, man is capable of committing, there is 
not.aay which stands in such direct opposition 
to your everlasting salvation . Because the first 
grace of heaven, which is a prelude to all the 
rest, is the light from Grod, which discovers to 
ti» his ways, and makes us acquainted with our 
duties. But if we reject that light, we deprive 
otiT8elvw4Kf Uie means^ by whick waare to work 
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<wt our sal^^tion ; we stop up the ebainel; iiy 
wbicb the othar graces of God would flow into 
OUT souls ; graces, which h^ reserves for ns in 
ihe treasures of his ineroy» and by which he is 
ready to unite us to himself. 

Hence you may comprehend the meaning of 
4hose terrible words, which we read in the gas*- 
pel of St. John, when it is said, concerntdg the 
Jewish people: The Lard hath Minded th^ir 
^yeSf 4md hardmed their heart : that they shcndd 
not see Unth their eyesy nor underetand with their 
heart, and he converted, and I ehauid heai them. 
<John.xii. 40.) Not that God actually blinds 
any. people and leads them into error : he that 
«bould harbour such a suspicion would blas^ 
pheme the divine goodness* But the meaning 
fs^ tlMt there comes a time^ when the Lord with- 
•draws from sinners that light, which they have 
often refused to receive : he offers it to them no 
more; but 'Abandons them to tbeir own natural 
blindness, and to the suggestions of the impious. 

Oh ! this is the most rigorous ojf all the chas^ 
tisements, which the Lord infiicts on sinners in 
this life. All other teiUporal calamities, it is 
true, are the punishment of sin ; but, if We 
please, we may make them the means 6i salva-> 
tion, the guardians of innocence, incentives to 
virtue, and harbingers of bappinefes. While 
they afflict, they correct and purify : they prove 
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onr Tiitae, make as enter into onradves, disei^- 
gage us from creatares» and force us to draw 
Bear to God. But this is a sterile calamity^ 
from which no profit whatever can be derived. 
It is like the torments of the damned ; the com- 
pletion of whose misery is, that their sufferings 
can never satisfy the justice of the Deity ; and 
that, the more they suffer, the more, they are 
obstinate in malice. Such is the desolate state 
of those, who are blind by the judgment of God* 
Their blindness, instead of effacing . their ini^ 
quities, augments them : instead of subjecting 
their hearts to the dominion of Jesus, makes 
them still more rebellious against him: instead 
of ^peasing God, inflames his wrath : has all 
the evil of pain, without any one of its salutary 
effects. AH other calamities have a c^tain 
term, beyond which they are not extCSed. 
This blindness has no term. Pea^thiu which 
puts an end to other temporal evils, giyes to 
this an eternal continuance. As the righteous 
man, at the hour of death, is transformed from 
light to light: from the light of faith, to the light 
of glory ; so the sinner passes from the state of 
spiritual darkness h^re, to the darkness of the 
infernal abyss. 

My brethren, I humbly hope in the divine 
gpodnes$, that this rigorous justiqe. has not yet 
b^n ejcercised on any of us. But oh! let m 
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beware, lest we abuse his gobdness and patience. 
Tremble, at the idea of his forbearance, who 
strikes at length with more avenging fury, in 
proportion as he hath a longer time suspended 
the blow. Who knows but, after the next sin 
to which we consent, he will withdraw from us 
his light for ever. Happy shall we be, if we 
this day see our danger, and take every precau- 
tion to prevent it. 

Therefore, in the holy time of Lent, into which 
we are about to enter — a time especially devoted 
to spiritual improvement, we will commune 
with our own hearts, in religious retirement. 
Amidst the embarrassments and tumults of the 
world, the light of God will n# be diffused over 
our souls: there it is for the most part extin- 
guished. In solitude, as much as may be, ac- * 
cording to our circumstances, we will hold in- 
tercourse with God and with ourselves : there 
we will listen to bis voice, and profit by his di- 
vine instructions. There, with the humility and 
fervour of the blind gian, we will cry oiit to him : 
Lordy that I may see: and he will answer in all 
benignity : Receive thy sight ; thy faith hath 
nuide thee whole. Then shall we see the folly 
of those pleasures, which enchant the children 
of men ; and how little suited are the objects 
of their general pursuit to the dignity of their 
f)ein^. Then shall we see the insults and 
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mockeries, with which the evil spirHs treat the 
wretches, whom they have enticed into their 
snares ; we shall discover, that the societies of 
the wicked, in which we are sometimes templed 
to seek for happiness, are companies of blind 
and miserable men, who join hands, to sink 
down together into the gnlf of perdition. Then 
shall we feel an intimate conviction, that the 
knowledge, which we should principally covet, 
IS not that which makes us expert in managing 
the concerns of this world, not that science, 
which may make us distinguished among men : 
but the science of salvation, which will he a 
light to our feet, in the path that leads to ever- 
lasting felicity. > 



SERMON XVJ. 



FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT. 
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ON THE FAST OF liENT. 



JSeholdf now is the acceptable time ; behold now 
is the day of salvation. — 2 Cor. vi. 2. 

Copying after her divine Legislator and Mo- 
del, Christ Jesus the author and finisher of all 
perfection, \rho Mnas pleased to abstain from food 
for the space of forty days and nights ; that so 
he might institute, encourage and sanctify our 
fasts and abstinences ; that he might shew us 
the armour, with which we are to resist the as- 
saults of our enemies, and the means of %ppeas- 
ing the wrath of God; — copying after his exam- 
ple, the Catholic church has now obliged her 
children to the observance of a solemn peniten- 
tial fast 

Surely, if we view things in the light of divine 
truth, we must be persuaded, that to Christians 
we cannot ^nnounoe any thing more pleasing, 
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mere desirable, than the dpening of this peni- 
tential career. It must be delightful to sinners, 
to whom it offers the means of making atone* 
ment for gnift ; to the tepid and infirm, who see 
in it the occasions of sin withdrawn from them, 
and facilities of working out their salvation pre- 
senting themselves on every side; to the righ- 
teons, whose fervonr in the practice of virtue, 
being continually inclined to abate and grow 
languid, must be constantly renewed, as it is 
by the exercises of this holy time, lest it come 
at length to be totally extinguished ; in a word, 
delightful to all the faithful, for whom the tears 
and prayers of the church will now open the 
treasures of heaven, and draw down its choiqest 
gifts and blessings. 

Nevertheless; my brethrai, when you saw 
this acceptable time beginning to draw nea^r, 
tb^e days approaching which are so favourable 
to salvation, perhaps, instead of meeting them 
with gladness of heart, you were alarmed and 
dejec^d ; you considered them as gloomy^ me- 
lancholy, inauspicious, unfortunate days ; and 
it may be that you make it your daily study to 
contrive how you can take away their bitterness, 
by eluding the observances which are appointed 
for them. Oh ! senseless that we are ! We are 
called to triumph over the flesh, and oyer the 
evil spirit, by the aid of holy self-denids;. and 

O 
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Are tiolible and dSiktion tuitoMe utteDidaiit^ on 
victory and glory? Let the enemy fear these 
blessed days ; let hicn. grieve in this time - of 
propitiation, in ivhi^h the graces of Jesus wilK 
deliver so many souls from the servkiide of ini- 
quity : let the devil tremble and be confounded 
at the.sightof the tide of graces, that now comes 
flowing in on the children of men, and will bear 
them on to a torrent of i mmortal pleasures. But 
for you, my beloved friends^ anoint your heads; 
be consoled ; be erected : let spiritual joy brigbt* 
en those coiin|enanc€fs» which are emaciated by* 
seasonable austerities* 

fVhenjfOufastjBdiysouT Iiord, Wk^youffi^t^ 
he noty 0S the hj/pocritef^ sad* ^ In effect, my bre- 
thren, there are various kinds of sadness that 
appear in these days of seif-denial ; there is the 
sadness of repentance, the fruit of which is joy 
in the Holy Ghost; there is the pharisaical sad- 
ness of hypocrisy, which, while it violates the 
law, affects a mortified exterior, to obtain the 
good opinion of men ; and there is a sadness 
thiUt is the fruit of our natural corruption, that 
arises from sensuality^ and is the mpst preva- 
lent of ail. This it is, which sets men to work 
to find arguments against the observance of the 
law of fasting, and excuses for being dispensed 
with from it. Therefore I entreat your attention, 
while I examine into the weight of these ai^u* 
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meiits and ptetexts, und assiit yoa to ten 
them a proper jadgment 

1. The first argument, « which is employed* 
agaiDSt the observances of this holy time^ seema 
t^ appear rery strong to tb«se» who dissent 
from^ar reKgious creed; if we may judge from* 
the frequent nse that they make of it, and from 
the air of triumph with which they produce it : 
and it is an argument on which someof our own 
communion^ in these days of philosophic^ dis- 
quisitioU) are tempted to lay no inconsiderable 
stress. It is put in this manner ; fior I wish to 
state it in all its force : Qnr Almighty QreaAeor^ 
it IS said, hath himself graciously and bounti- 
fully provided for us all the Aiags that seri^ 
for the support of our animal life; he hath g^i^n 
them for our use, and, consequently, we are iH>t 
ojfil.y allowed, but bound to receive and to em- 
ploy them with grateful hearts: therefore to 
make distinctions between 4iflfbrent knrds of 
nourishment, which are all wholesome in thenH 
i^lves ; on certain days to take some without 
scruple, and to think it a crime to taste otb^s* 
is foolish and superstitious. Our only care^ ft 
is added, our only care, in this particular, 
should be never to abuse the gifts of God by 
noxious and criminal excess. This is the great 
argument:* and this is thought to be confk'med 
by that sentence of our Divine Lord : NoHkat 
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which gvith int0 tie mouthy defiletk a moH: ha 
what eometh out of the mmith, this defiteih a imm* 
Aiatt. XT. 11. 

Now, that you may be enabled to refute this 
speeious kind of reasoning, you must c^serve, 
my brethren, that, although all God^s creatures 
ar^ ifudoubtedly good in themselves:; for the 
Lord, says the Scripture, saw all the tilings that 
he had made^ and they were very good: (Gen. i^ 
31.) Yet be being the Master of his own gifts^ 
hath certainly a sovereign right to regulate the 
use of them, when he grants it to his peoplie'; 
and surely it will be allowed, that thii^s lawful 
IB themselves eease to be so, when a lawful au- 
thority prohibits them. Was there any thiog 
unclean in the tree of the knowledge of good 
amdevil, whieh grew in the earthly paradise t 
NeverthelesiB, it was for h^ving^ eaten of its fruit, 
contrary to the orders of the Most High, that 
our first parents were so severely punished in 
their owu persons, and in ^TH their posterity. 
The aiiimals, which the law of Moses declared 
unclean, had, many of them at least, nothing 
evil in themselves: but will it be said, that to 
make use of tfaeia ornot was a matter of iodif^ 
ferencel- If so, k was si folly in the aged and 
▼enerable Eleazar, and th^ seven generous Mac-: 
cabees, to ericpose themselves to excruoiatiug toi^. 
ments, and an ignominious death, rather than 
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consent to eat Certainly what goes intd the 
' mooth does not defile a man ; but still the man 
is not without defilement, if the taking it be ah 
act o( disobedience to God. If we fraudulently 
convert the property of another to our own use,* 
we are not defiled by the money, that is put 
into our coffers ; but our IkhiIs are contamiimted 
by the violation of that law, which forbids iu^ 
justice. 

But has the Christian church any authority 
from the Almighty to enact these laws respect- 
ing fasting and abstinence? Yes, my brethren; 
she has an authority derived immediately tiom 
Christ Jesus, to whom all power is given in hea- 
ven and on earth. He, says this Sovereign Lord, 
to his apostles and their successors in the' mi- 
nistry. He that hearethyou^ heprethme: and ke 
that despiseth jfw, despiseth me. (Luke x. 16.) 
As the Father hath sent me^ I also send you. 
(John XX. 21.) By virtue of this delegated 
power, the church guided by the Spirit of God| 
in the first of her councils held by the apostles 
themselves, established canonical abistineiices. 
This wall its decree recorded in the fifteaith 
chapter of the Acts^.of the Apostles ; It hath 
seemddgood to tfie Holy GhoU and to us, — that 
you abstain from things sacrificed to iddls, and 
from bloody and from things strangled. (Ver. 
28, 29.) 
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Hence if we carry our idqulilcfd back to the 
eariieat £iges of.Cbristiarrity.— ^e see religion id * 
its Very infency, ;noorisb6c)^ if I may s6 express 
it, in the bosom of fasting and abstinence. We 
see the first disciples assembled at Jerusalem, 
waiting in fasting and prayer, till the power of 
the Holy Ghost should come upon them. We 
see tyrantis and persecutors discovering who 
were the followers of Jesus, by the paledess of 
their countenances^ and a certain air of mortifi^. 

' cation, which distinguished them from other 
men. So prevalent was tbis^ Spirit olsdf-denial, 

.that ignorance and superstitious zeal, which are 
always apt to abuse the most sacred institu- 

'HiQdis; and carry the be8tobservanc.es to a dan- 

.gerous excess, prompted many to condemn as 
unclean in themselves, the meats, which were 

HEit e^tain times prohibited, in order to curb the 
rebellion' of the flesh, and that Christians might 

• make the reparation due from them; to the j ustice 
>of the Deity: 

* As to this observance of L^t^t, we find it clearly 
f mentioned aind recommended, in the councils 

and ecclesiastical writerst of every ceBtury, up to 
;the very first. These monuments and vouchers 
evidently carry it as high as the time, whe^tbe 
immediate successors of the apostles were liv- 
ing, and governed the principal churches. Mul- 
.titudes in modern times reject it in theory; be- 
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caoM they dislike it in practice* Bot» in spite 
of all th^ »tn]g;gles of hunian cdnroptiilii, it is 
enforced io freqveiltly, and io termsse dear, 
by the greatest ligkts of etery age^ and tbfc nolBt 
etnioent 'pastors^ that have adorned ^diiuncb 
of God with leaining, ceal, piety, and admifable 
TittaeSf that to cdl it in qnestiotl niiiist he ma- 
ni^t extravagance, despair, w madliess. 

Btill it is said : Why appoint these faits and 
abstinences on particnlac days ? Why not abide 
by the simplicilty of the gospel ? The simpli-. 
city of the gospd, my brethren ? Oh I thOI l» 
what the Catholic ehoreh wisheii to brittg yeti 
i». The gospel coamiands tlii tb c^y Ollif fcMsG^ 
each day of out lives ; to crttcify ^ttr ieish with 
Ub vices and ^dttctjlisceiiciee; and tb dieio oar- 
«dves cohfmtially, thrt Wemiiy ftM eternal life« 
The goispel ei^Mniiinils ns to fUm onrediVM with 
prayer and fasting against the aisibaalls of th& 
inpnte spirit; and to perseveM tiH death itt 
doing works of penance. This is the sitepli* 
eity of the gospel: and is it a depa^tai^ Aont 
it?— is it additig to oaf burdens^ for (the eh^Wttb 
1i6^aiip\0f her«iilthoHty iti ibtiiking lift d<H at 
fUriiiealaf tdnes, What th6 gospel l^nitiM bf iri» 
diiiy ? My beloved ifiriends, tMft tender and 
iffeetioAate mother, by «Militiag M togetheir iti^ 
the same peniteoitial i^owjie, asfsM^ea onr «(Mu 
nm^z cheers otir sniHts ; miiinatts^oiw en^ 
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vouTS by mutnal examples; takes from oui^inor- 
tificatioos half their bitternes3 ; ao^ f^rms us 
ipto a body capable of offeriqg;^ with pQre effort 
apd, success, that holy violence to heayeb, ii?i^h 
which the Father of mercieg delights to be sob- 
dned. Surely this c^qBot b§ called inducMijg 
new obligatipDs ; . it caatiot b^ called making 
the yoke of Christian discipliae more galling 
and oppressive : on the contrary* it is to lighten 
it/ and to 30othcf, comfort and support us 
under it. - 

Having tiius refuted tbq argitment agaipst 
the obligation of obsierving th^ law, ] will now 
consider tfa^ pretexts, which men el lege for 
being dispensed witib Irom it The most ge- 
neral plea is| that they have .not. health anjd 
istrength sufficient to enable them to observe it. 
fl(y brethren^; undoubtedly many persons are so 
infirm in constitution, that they require to be 
tmated with the ntmo«t indnlgence^ t^ndi^rnei^s 
and d^acy; instead of being still more debi^ 
i^tatedbynn^eaf^nable ansteritiese Thi? cbarcii, 
which hw a^horr^r of spilling hium^h bfa)od, 
doe9 not demand the blood of ^ dinner* Ht^r 
l»ws are not laws of deaths but of health an,d 
salvation. The l^pguprs and pains of sickness, 
mbsnittf^d to w^tb . resignation, are themselves 
av acceptable penance. 

$till I maintaiD^ that this pri^tejct of bad faeaiih 

2 £2 
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is frequently suggested only by an impenitent 
spirit^ and the softness of enervating sei^suality; 
because, for a few infirmities, wbicb are really 
incompatible with fasting and abstinence, we 
find a multitude of criminal infirmities, which 
ought to be punished; of affected infirmities, 
to which it were silly to pay any attention ; and 
of imaginary infirmities, which exi^ no more, 
when they are put to the trial. 

I say criminal infirmities : for what other 
name should be given to the injury, that is done 

* to health, and that debility which is occasioned 
by nocturnal revellings, dances, routes, the fa- 
tigues of pleasure, intemperate drinlcing, and 
various sensualities, which, even in these days 
of penitential expiation, many Christians will 

' not lay aside ? Great God ! being engaged in a 
combat against their senses, their follies, their 
passions and vices, and wanting all their pru- 

' d^nce to manage their forces, and exert them 
with success; instead of retiring from the scenes 

* of dissipation and vanity. Lent is the time, in 
'thi# town particularly, when, from various cir- 
cumstances, they are most frequently summon- 
ed, and readily obey the summons, to those as- 
semblies, where the pomps of life are displayed 
in all their brilliance; where, in the full riot of 
the senses, wisdom is laughed to scorn ; where 
the nights are passed in playing off wan ton ^irs 
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in blo.wipg flip. the flames of impure love, or.ia 
the s^gitations of the various passions, that are 
the usual attendants on a gaoiing-table : and, 
when, by these voluptuous fatigpes, their health 
is impaired and their strength. exhausted, they 
think they have a just title to be ex€mpted from, 
fasting. What, my brethren! Shall an indis- 
position, which you procure for yourselves, an4 
with which you ought to reproach yourselves^ 
suffice to justify your conduct?. Because you 
are more culpable, have you less obligatiba to 
do penance ? Have faults, that deserve addi- 
tional punishnient, the virtue to dispense with 
you from that abstinence, which is imposed ou 
the most righteous of mep ? But they say, that 
they are now unable to faat. Let them remem- 
ber, therefore, that, if their inability to observe 
the law, in its proper time, arises from their own 
fault, they are in conscience bound to observe 
it, in its full extent, when their health is re- 
established. Nay, they are bound to do more 
than that ; because they are doubly criminal- 
criminal for not fasting, and criminal for having 
reduced themselves to tfap incapacity of A)ing 
it. They hav^ to expiate both these crimes. 
Behold the advantage which Christians derive 
from their criminal infirmities. 

Others there are, who affect indisposition, 
who think it graceful to appear languid, whq 
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paton aD air of iofirmity; because they love to 
be pitied, and wish for attentions, complai- 
sance, and ati implicit deference to all their de- 
sires. Ah! but such infirmities as these dis« 
appear at the sight of any interest or pleasure. 
These persons forget that they are so delicate, 
when any iniportant worldly b\isiness is to be 
transacted, or there is question of joining an 
agreeable party.. Then you may see them ac- 
tive, alert, liirely, vigorouis, aud supporting fk- 
tigues which would appear too much even for 
the most robust. Yes ; when glory, ambition, 
riches or pleasure stimulate, they can be sober, 
laborious, inortified, and severe to themselves. 
Then the care of health forms no opposition 't6 
their projects. That which we take pleasure 
in never incommodes us ;. that Which we love is 
never painful. Let these persons be but sin- 
cerely attached to Jesus Christ, and they will 
find in his laws nothing which is beyond tbdr 
strength. 

Again, my brethren, how common a thing is 
it t(^ hear Christians pleading indispositions. 
Which are nourished by gratifying the appetite, 
and for which fasting is the best remedy? We 
should, in general; have muqh better healib, if 
a luxurious age did not afford so much leisure, 
and so many means of flattering delicacy^ Mul- 
titudes of persons, after wearing away with de^ 



l^litjF^.|a 4be bosom of seoaual gratifi^tiop, 
hfiMf0 fpqfii^fd firiniK^ of i^er?(e aa4 strength 

: Qki $h^ w fiottld observe aiaqng C;iffi^^nn 
904ne por t|P9^; of tjba^ ^eai, whjicb ap toajted Uye 
<br^.^ebl>?w €h>Wren W the cpjjr^ of tl^^ l^ipg 
of Bat^A9ii. TMottgb ma4e slaveys to tbat idoU 
atrow pn^^e, they formed the ge^fCMjis reao- 
lutkHi 1^ 4^^ r^^ tb^ it<M]<^b the 0(s^ £^- 
l>idclcji| J^y tfoe.laF* ?^» aaW we of t^m f^ 
tjbe4#«^» srlip 1^ Jus peril wa^ to aqBWfsr £af 

^ <^ f^, a^ kl pulse bfigwm us t^ «fi$r€at4 
water tp jirpilf: tm^h^J^ ^pQ^ fmfofi^ ^fk^ 
fy^ iff the :CkU4fpe9^ tjkat eat qfthe ^sitfg's nffiaff 
iimd as tb^ fibfdt spe 4ec^ with tJ^ serv^nt^, 
(Dap. u 12.) God gai^ « frl^fS^Hfff %o their pgia^Jy 
^deli^y4 afi4^4^ tfiH dfiofs thfi^ fyf^appeqBire4 
fairer and/fitter, thg^ eft jlj^ siil(ire^ that at^ ^ 

4hi **W> fiWrf^ 

]>ly bretbrfi^ %}^ Umn 9i ^^§f^ W4 Pk^i- 
joence # cfirtjwdy .«¥N??lt s^s ^to sqp^ upple^r 
§9»i r^tr^irtP;. 9i*t pf A^e^ >W!B «fa$tU laaJke no 
s^qcojp^, 4f ire vjiew t|ie ai^?aiit|Eig|9s th^t reauljt 
/rom .thi9 (jisciplkie; the e^cpiatio^ of oar past 
ioii|uitia8; the preserva^ioQ of pur iDDOcence'; 
the sjoppprt <^ our vvtme; <^ exaHation sBd 
4(gwly of our mn^&f by ^b.e dppipion of tgwo» 



424" 

over the grovelltng appetites, which we have ia 
coinnion with the brute creation ; and a resem^^ 
blance with the blessed spirits above, ^with^" 
whom we all hope to be eternally oni ted. Are 
not these attf^iDments worth «tU onrilabour? 
Nay, and can we do penance; that pteaneev 
which unless we -do, we- shall all perish — can 
we do it, without undergoing some trouble ? - ' 
'Make the experiment, my beloved friends: 
see what you can do;^ and theu, if it iappear,^ 
that'these self-denying exercises are. any way 
iniuriotts to your health, we will be the first to 
exhort yon to lay them aside: we will mode-^ 
rate tyour zeal and console your piety, ji?hicli> 
will be distressed- at. the idea of not being able 
to persevere in -sharing with your fdlowrmem-. 
bers in Christ -Jesus, the Aitigues and toils of 
the combat against the enemies of God : we 
will say to you what the soldiers of David isaid 
to him, when they saw his strength .exhausted, 
by many conflicts : Thou shalt go no more out 
^th fiS'io ha/tile^ lest thou put out* the lamp- of 
Israel: (2 Kings xxi. 17;) the Lord is satisfied; 
you have done enough; you shall not expose 
that health,' which to us is dear and precious. • 
Not only persons labouring under infirmity, 
but those members of the community, whose 
employments are so laborious, as not to be sup- 
portable, unless nature he recruited' with its ae 



customed solid nourishtneDt, are certainly to be^ 
disp^iieed \«^th from tfaeobligations of this tine^ 
Or atleast from a pdrt of them. • But let all re^ 
member, that orvly the imf>oi^ibiIity of oomply- 
ing with. them • gives a title to ^conscienitioas 
exemption; anpl that, when thus exempted from> 
iksting^ they still are not freed from the obliga** 
tion of doing penance. From this obligation no:: 
power on earth- ever can/ and no power in hea-^ 
ven ever will, exempt them. Therefore Uiey 
must compensate for their deficienci^ in^ne 
^ay* by redoubling their assiduities in another. 
Let them go through their difSculties and toils 
with a penitential spirit. Let them subject 
themselvea to/rarious little privatioiis of sen- 
sual indulgences, and to various mortifications, 
whicht they well know are not incompatiUe 
with thedr condition* Where thoy cannot pru^- 
dently punish their flesh, let them rend their 
hearts in holy compunction. Thus shall they 
be entitled to share ^ spoils of victory^ and to 
exult round the trophies, which the servants of 
Grod erect at this time in memory of tfactir tri*^ 
umpbs over the world* the flesb amd the prinees. 
of darkness. 

Alas I my btlethren, the greater^part of Christ 
tians may be compared < at this tkae^topassai* 
gers in a vessel, that has sailed from a country 
infected with the plague. In our intercourse 
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with tbe WMid webreiAbe for tht ttMMdt port an 
infected air; we are.tainled m <Mr ntinds, by 
Um iaftiaioD of die fclse imaxiwi of wdridly 
w«a4oBi; tainted to oar beards, from our affaa*- 
lioos fceiBg iw^gted bf tbe (wutuMoofi of 
eartbly vanity. Bat these fytty days are aUol- 
ted for our porificafioof that being cipansed 
fcom erery ds^eanent of Ibe Aed$ and of Ibe 
spirit, we may be admitted into the dty of God, 
to the Anjoymeht of ^be pitfil^g^ and bappy 
liberty of the icbildr^ of God, and to take onr 
seat at tbe table of tbe Lord. For this eod, 
let ns add to our penitential labours Ibe inGenae 
of our praye^^, and tbe sweet. odoar of this spot** 
less saeiifioe, that thiey may asoend togeUiw to 
the throne of meades. Here.i] eke your mp^i tr 
ance to the fliuferings and dtatbef Jesos, with^ 
ont wiioee menifs onr workjs can neva »tisfy 
God's soneve^n justide. Hete detonpioe to 
enteir nrilh him into afeligious r^rismient; to 



Aust witli bim for forty dags ; and with bh» to 
repel afi tbe auggcistions of tile ^tempter : tbat, 
9t thecbnolasion of yciinr fast, bis blessed auj^aki 
may oome.aiid ministeir to you likewise; and 
present to you that celestial breads, whicb gives 
a. foretaste pf IJbose tneffaUe deJjgbts, which 
wtii ^o^^in upon you, in tbe abodes oSimmM^ 
taKty. 



SERMON XVIL 

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT. 
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ON THE VICE OP INJUSTICE. 



iTAiV is the wiH &f Ctod^—that no man overreach^ 

nor deceive ki^ hrotker m M^rinessi because 

. the Lard is the avenger ^ ^such things^ as 

. we have toldjfou befatet and have testified. — 

1 Tbess. iy. 3-— 6. 

This admonitioiK^f the. apostle demaDds tbe 
serious attention dt every itf^fiTidnal) especially 
in these days, ijrhich are paMiculariy appro^ 
priated to tfcie iraportant basiness of self-exa- 
tninatton. The passkm for acqairiog wealth ia 
so much a)ive» jn almost every breast, and, m 
itA conseqnenceH, is so pernicious^ that it is ca^ 
pable of hmtying inen to every- species of Jagi- 
iioosness. Strraiilafed^ by the tliirst. for gaifi, 
there is ikM; any tiling, /which men are not ready 
to undertake ; no remorse, which they will not 
stifle : no law so sacred, hut they will trample 
it under their feet. By the baneful influent of 
covetouspess, friends are changed into enemies ; 
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brothers and sisters, parents and children, hus- 
bands and wives, enter into unnatural contests; 
and men tear each other in -pieces. It makes 
them deaf to the voice of reason, and blind to 
the decisions of equity* I^Vdiffases through 
their hearts an inflammatory poison, v^hich 
heats all their passions to Airy, and leaves them 
hardened against every other iqipulse, but that 
of sordid interest. It is a general di&'order, a 
corruption spread throughout the world : and, 
while the injustices to. which it giv^$ birth are 
most easily committed^ they are not to be re- 
' paired without the utmost difficulty : and yet, 
if they be not repaired, they render a man cri- 
minal through life, and place him, at his death, 
in a state ofeverlastiog rqv'obation*. 

Therefor^, be yott carefi|l; my beloved, lest 
you overreach Or deceive y pur- brother in your 
dealiqgs. ^ith him: and, if you have, usurped 
the property of another, hasten to Return it into 
his^ha^ds. Goods unjustly acquired, however 
useful, howejrer d^ilightful (he possession of 
them, :¥Mt^ ; the hand which you i«Mst€;ut off^ 
^d;tb^pJ!e^tvhiGh yoii must pluck out, if yoa 
desire to^ enter into eternal life. . But perhaps 
the greater part of this audience are perfectly, 
easy , oil itt^is head, apd Jatter themselves that 
the subject ; in no way regards them; while 
others, who are copscious of sotue guilt in thist 
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pkrtictilar, are ready to prove the imp6ssi1bility 
of their making restitution. Let the first, there- 
fore, indulge me with their attention, while I 
shew them, thiat with all their apparent inno- 
cence, if they will but coolly consider^: they 
may fitnd themselves involved in sOme injui^tice, 
of one kind or other : and as to those, who al- 
lege inability to make restitution, let them this 
' day. conisider with me the frivolousness of the 
pretexts, on which th^t inability is, for the most 
•part, founded; ; 

* 1. In the first place, thei*e are. few persons, 
comparatively - speaking, in aily community, 
who are capable of overt acts of robbery and 
^plunder : nor will I suppose, that any here pre- 
sent are capable of decidedly stealing and con- 
verting totheirown use the property of another, 
even though placed in certain circutiiistances, 
which enjable them to do it without danger of 
being discovered. I make cio doubt but prin- 
ciples of education, and a high isense of honour, 
(Ere sufficient to make your spirit revolt against 
that. But I speak of certain unlawful methods 
ef acquiring wealth, which do not so imme- 
'diately shock men's feelings, which they gloss 
over to' themselves, indulging a pefsua^^ion, that 
- for them they are .accouiitable. neither to God 
Bor mdtn : and I mtdntain, that the number of 
' these is much gresiter, than i» usually imagined. 
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To te convinced of this, v^e need but look ioto 
the condoct of those, who fill the different de«- 
{Murtinento of civil society. 
TV> begin with persons in high4i|fe and a^^ent 

eimi|Mtance8, who might leadoQab^T. bMup- 
poMd to be placed beyond the reach o^ any 
temptation to iqn^tiiQp ;^ the iQviiig Father of all 
osdstence h$th placed tbeiQ in their ^exalted si- 
tnatioas, invested them with antbopty and pQir- 
er» <nd imparted to them a tnperabpndaiioe of 
earthly blessings, that they may be libe strength 
of the weak, the enoconr of the unfortunate, 
and may wipe away the tears froqi a number 
of sorrowing eyes. But hxm do they, for the 
most part, correspond with these his; gracious 
intentions? Living in an age, of y(fbieh the inj- 
uries and extmvaganiQes are in -dif e^t ^pori- 
tion to aU the majdms and rnlea of a Christian 
life, they suffer themselves to be carried away 
by the torrent^ so as to vi^ with aill these«txti^- 
▼agancephr^jextra^ag^cfes^ which rise in their 
demands ippfppoft^ as tb^y sre ipfdiilged i^, 
and to wfaioh^ajt liuit^ j^9 most a|cii^0 forM^lP 
would be Isnnd'aqMeqn^tiB;. in 4bis^yle of 
living, they bftv^ little to. sp«rp fotfth^im^yei^; 
almost all is distiibiited atpong ibQwe^, wh<^ m- 
ttister to tbmv pomp». ittieir;|>arade andih^kTO- 
InptooosaeM; Itt this they vicdatolberinqst sa- 
cred of alt oUigatbns thet[w«t l«w of &oler* 
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nal chaHtJr* Biii Uiid ia not dl) : fol- they oftte 
proceed to atrocious injustices. Their graa- 
deur and jpiageificeUce is Bot only ufibald by 
the pBd^tbcmj bi the ftoor, but^ oftentidies, by 
the property of the domestic who serves thein, 
of ih6 artislan who lilbonifs for.themi of the merr 
chantidaBd tradestnen who fiurilisfa the ihaterials 
of their luxury, Of those who build their superb 
taansioDSi send in their coMly furidture^ and 
prepare and supply their Tarious omamente. 
Thus, iqstead of being the«tifength of the weak, 
they exhami the vbry . vitals of those who have 
given them cpedit : instead of succouring the 
Unfortunate^ they become a source of miseries 
to those who depebd oil them : instead of wip- 
ing away the tear from the eye of affliction, they 
cause tear^ to stream in ab)indance from the 
eyes of many, who might; have been bai^y^had 
it not been for their cruel protectioa/ Yes : the 
nkjebtiob, the sighs and lameotatiobs of tkose^ 
who .bear the burden and heat of the day, 
bttt too frequ^ty attest^ that the .od^fice of 
worldly greataess ia cemeiited with the tears, 
and the blood of ike poor, of the widow aud 
the orpb^. 

In this ij^ve is. no exaggeration. J&rery ime 
Must faafe observed what paid^ and strogglofr 
it costs weaHi men, who^ means are abundani,^ 
hekfte they «an |N^vail oii themselveii to difif- 
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t^liarg^ their just debts: and what viol^c^4u'ust 
bec^ered them, to extortfrom thetn a payment^ 
which they know after all they cadeot ')EiVoid. 
With how many sarootb words anadi deeeitfol 
promises do they elude the pursuits oi a credi- 
tor! How many repulses do they ob%e bim to 
endure! WiUi how many delays ^ do they fa*- 
tigue his patience! — and all this, with* coih- 
scieoees. apparently at ease*, i If sncb conduct 
.were only dishonourable and mean; I sbpul^ 
have no right to take any notice of it; at least 
in this place. But eternal salvation is here at 
stake : and therefore, unless I expressed, my- 
self concerning it with all zeal ^lid force, I 
•should be a prevaricator before this sdtar, 
and in the immediate presence of Cbnst Jesus. 
I am bound to reproacb with their ;gttilt, those, 
iwbp treata mau as . importuniQg mid trouble- 
some, only: because Im asks for his own ; and^ 
.merely on tbftt account, endeavour tq hurt him 
in the esteem of others, that might :be. disposed 
to employ him ; who force him to petition for 
a debt, as if. be was asking a faviourv ^P^^ ^^iU 
give. him for answef, that tb^y.are not. able to 
satisfy him, while they find enough, for ati^oa- 
sand superfluous.expenses ; enoqgh for. the 
g^mingrtable ; enougbtp; prostitute to yarions 
kii^ds of iniquity. Oh ! bftw^does religion blush 
wben siicb, persons »& tb^ge aflfeet tbe.exj^rior 
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AldeirotioD^ and checkure themselves folio wevft 
eif?tbe>m(Hra]ity ddlkered m &e gospel T 
:. Lei us: next look into the cbodacft of mea in 
diflEnnNi t professions and cal lings. If we attend 
to the ptkctice of oiaDyof 11iose» who are emh^ 
ployed IB; and about &e courts of law ;, we disK 
eoTer, aiaa^ tiiat a profession^ wbieh should 
b^ the asyhini of iimoceoce, therefuge and com* 
forfc of dM opporeswd, the gtiardiaaof equity^ 
\b frequenftly made the pareot and pvotoctor of 
esimry TiHaaoits Iraud. At the tofuch of gold^ 
the balance of joatfoe ofien HoctaaleH^ its awcnrd 
is bent, its bandage takea o& latereBt gires 
opinioiis^ at which troth and reascm are shackl- 
ed. No donbt there are in that profefiskm 
nany, who act with, the utinoat hononr aod lAr 
ti^ritf: but it will not be amisfi ftff tbofe^ 
who are engaged in it, ta escamine deliberately^ 
whether they charge thens^Hes with aa;iigbSf- 
tices, from: ^nortoce, in not having ae<}uiied a 
campetentknowledge of the science : kcmw^ 
ligence, in not aiaking themselves anffideoUy 
acquainted with the circnniataBces of the.;caae 
ufe ^ueMnon :r-^from complakance tQ peaisous 
whose &voQrs they solicit :-*^fom. tbd desire to 
Batiafy a secret enmity ;— *fi'om. iuordioatetalTeo- 
lion ior a particular peracm, whose catii0> how^ 
ever desperale» they , pronounce to he good; 
because they view it with the eye of passion:;-^ 

VOL. J. 2 F 
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or from that complication of proceediogs, that 
labyrinth. of chicaneries, those useless formi^i-^ 
ties, which multiply writings, prolong a suit 
for a series of years, and leadjtiie client through 
80 many by-ways, In eack of which^lie meets 
a plunderer, till the soccescffid party finds rain 
even in his victory. The man, wlio. r^rds the 
interests of eternity, will not foil ^to look into 
these particulars with apSteadyand impartiaieye. 
Let those who profess the medical science, 
which has for its obj'ect the:restortng or preserve 
ing^ of the most valuable of human blessings, 
estaJDQitie into their, methods of performing their 
important and honourable duty. ' Let them see; 
whether they abuse the confidence reposed Jn 
thiem, by involving their patients in unnecessary 
expei^s^s, in order to gratify the rap^il^, and 
secure the recomiiiendatioii,of the mferior ^m^ 
titioners in the healing art, who . prepare "the 
materials which are employed in it :^^w}i0tfaer 
they amuse and delude with fiatUacious hopes 
of a recovery, of which there is no human pro^ 
faabiKty ; and thus cause men to neglect the 
adjusting of their worldly concerns, to die in^ 
jury of their creditors, connexions) and' relar 
tives ; and, what is of infi.^it^y higber moment^ 
io neglect to provide for the awfbl concerns of 
^^ntty. ' AH this deserve^ a serious investiga^ 
ttdii. 
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* Let th^ sboj^keeper examiqe, Vfhiih^r iiilr 
^]posiog on tbe ignor&qt credulity of hia 'cnsitom-: 
ers, he dpes not often perBuii4e them to: take 
off bis hands goods> which are imperfect, faulty 
and- damaged ; and s^ccompany the transaction 
mth' false assurances and even perjuries, so as 
tOr'seU bis siQul for.a trifling gain. Moreover^ 
shall Ihey wash -their ^ hands among the innor 
cen^ who carrying on a bi)3ines8, <^e; profits of 
.wbicb mU only suffice tpi maintain thjoiin in a 
plain, (iiK^erate, ; y^t comfortaJble stajte, atfect 
the manners of persons in indepiendent ciitoum: 
Btfinces,:Copy their fashions, revel in their lux- 
jirteSj and then at the winding-up of , their affairs, 
are unable, ta satisfy thej|]stdem^nc|s of those 
who have inti;uste4 them ?- Or they, who: per- 
ceiving that the stprm^ which they have raised 
by tbeir .own miscondjuct and extraYaganq^ is 
abonito di9c|iarge its mifchiefs on ^enf^^^eqiire 
their most valuable, effect^ ; make a deceitful 
surrender of the remainder, force their creditors 
:to a ruinous composition, pr shelter, ^under the 
protection of the bankrupt laws, ^ a crime tha^ 
cries to heaven for yengeaiice ? 

Again,. ho w many inj ustices are committed 
;by artisaufii and labourers; of which they ii^ake 
little account ; while such of them as are paid 
.by the day, have the contrivance of seern|i% to 
JIaboqr, withoutgetting on with their work ; and 

2f2 
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thus mAe thcAr idltnesgi a.fimd on wbich tbey 
Bdbsbt tlvo days, at leasts instead erf* one l-^-^-as 
alM by those who do not laboor by time, bat 
vboae reeonufMitfe is determified by the work 
tbey produce^ while, e^fgu to receive Him pay, 
they precipitate tbeir work, so that it caMoibe 
«trdl aad solidty done ; aad deliver it ia soeb'a 
stale, that they know they shall soon have it to 
do agate? As to servairia, eaa anytbhig be 
more commoo, than to see them anakiiig depre- 
dations on the property* cbuimifted fO their 
x:»e1 They do this under a pretext!, sometimes 
of ebarity ; sometioiea even of jastiee: of^ cha- 
rity, alleging, that they cannot refuse proti* 

• • • ' 

sions add other' little comforts to the poor. 
My brethren, if yon have any superBuitie» of 
yonr own, give them to the indigent, and, how- 
ever small yonr donation, the blessing of €k>d 
will be upon it, and it will meet withatiani^ 
pie recompense. If yoii be authorized by your 
master or mistress to distribute to the needy 
a share of their blessings, rejoice in such an 
office, delight in being the instruments of their 
benevolence. But without such an authority, 
the act is robbery, aud the curse of heaven 
will fall on allinjustice^howevei'it Way bepaf- 
Hated. 

' On some occasions, servants wiH vindicslte 
their injustice to their employers ftom^ a prm- 
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cjple of justice to themielveflk They say: We 
spare ourselves in aotbiDs^ we toil and drudge 
from morm^g till mghi. ; and pur salary is inocb 
too MnM: ire canoot then be blamed, if we sa^ 
cttetly make up the deficieocy. Bnt^myJbeloyed, 
Bot to mention tbe ge^ral proi^eusity of mev 
to overrate tbeir OMrn performances : do you 
not receive wbat you agreed for r If not, aeeJ| 
redre$s in a proper manner : if your stjpnlated 
allowance be insufficienty apply for an iocreaac^ 
or look out for jei more advantageous situation^ 
Bitt the &tEb of your contract makes every ae^ 
evet compensation absolutely and indispensably 
unlawful Were it not so, every obligation be^ 
tween man and ttiao would be but an empty 
name* 

I might mention various otber kinds of injus* 
tice that abound in the world ; but having toucfar 
ed on the principal and most usual species of il^ 
I lea:ve it to each onoi in his retirement, to form, 
from a view of bis situation^ connexions and 
obligations^ an estimate of tbe state of his conr 
science in this particuliar, and hasten to remind 
yoo of tbe striet obl%ation of restoriogi if it be 
possible, whatever may have been unjustly acr 
quired. 

S. This duty is so rigorously exacted, and is 
iof its own nature so essential, that those, who 
refiiae to perform it^ decidedly rank themselves 



among the cfaiMren of perdition. A .l^vt 
graven on the heart of man ita indelible charac-' 
ters^ the express declarations of eternal tr&tb/ 
all that is sacred in nature and rdigioD^ cofa^ 
mand us not to appropriate to otfrselve^ that^ 
which we kiiow belongs to another : a law, for 
which men have snch! instinctive veneration, 
that they conceal every violation of it with the 
utmost care ; justify themselves from the impu-^ 
tation of it with all the ardour of zeal ; and 
brand with everlasting infamy those whom thejr 
have detected in being guilty of it. Hence it fol- 
lows, in fullest evidence, that every injury of 
this kind must be absolutely repaired : oth'er-^ 
wise the law would destroy itself. It would 

be a contradiction to forbid injustice, and yet 

*■'•••• • • . . . 

permit the retaining of what has been unju Aly 
obtained. What is retaiuingit, in fact, but viN / 

tually seizing it every instant? and will a crime 
cease to be a crime, because men contmually 
reiterate it? So essential is the obligation to 
I'esfitution, that no power on earth can, and 
none in heaven will^ ever dispensie with it. 

But you will perhaps say : There is not any 
thing in the world that I so much desire as to 
make restitution : but with all the rectitude of 
my intention, my aJ9kirs are in sutih si state of 
embarrassment, that it is really impracticable. 
^IMy brethren, in the cage of absolute impossi^ 
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biiity^ God dotk not, andihan ought not, to re- 
quire it <)f you : and you must content your- 
selvass and consqleyourselves, with a fixed de-; 
termination of the will to do it, if ever you be 
placed in more favourable^ircumstances. But 
take special care, that the alleged impossibiliQr 
be. not merely ideal, the artifice of a heart pas- 
sionatiely attached to tb^ advantages, which jusy 
tice commands it to sacrifice. Let us hear. what 
is pretended on thjs subject. One says: >^I 
nmst be allowed to keep what is requisite for 
maintaining my conditioa and rank in life.? 
To this I answer : The first duty of a Christian 
is to restore ill-gotten goods, and not to keep 
such or^such.a.position in. the scale of society* 
If your present mode bfliving.be incompatible 
with restitution, the law of God obliges you. to 
adopt another. . It is nece^ary that God be 
obeyed, and that every man* have his own :: but 
it is not necessary, nay it is^ comparatively^ of no 
conseqftience^ that you: should .preserve among 
men the place which you have hitherto held. If 
you cannot pay your debts, and at the same time 
support > the , expense . of youri establishment, 
lower that expense; diminish the. number qf 
servants' and visitors ; retrench the delicacies 
frimi your table; be plaia and economical in 
your attire ; live in that simplicity and retire- 
ineot which wisdom is ever fond of; ami do it 
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fim a prindpte of jasfice. Unliete ftkr %cf 
done; bo exercises of devotion nor works of 
piety can ever gire any seemity for yoiirefeermd 
salfatknL 

Anodier makes fais dfafenoe in this manner 7 
^ IC says lie, '' I should follow this doeteine 
ef restitution, what mast become of my family ? 
Can I think ofieaTing my children withobt snob- 
a patrimony, as, from my skaation and the edu« 
cation I have given thmi, they > have a r^bt 
to expect? Can I resist the eloqoenoeof theie 
looks and tears r" You must: an edifice erects 
ed on your ne%bbour's ground must be pulled 
down : a fiunily upheld by iigustice must re^ 
noonce its opulence. TVatch oi^er the interests 
of your children; but hetrqr not your own; 
preserve fer them a forfemie, if you otti^ but iai 
piteferenee to that save your soul* There is 
but this alternative : either year children bave^ 
or have not, a real affectiou for you: if they 
have, they ought to be ready to saerifiee theiip 
temporal in teres tis to your eternal happiBess ; if 
tiiey have not an affection for yon, ate you to 
iavt^Te yourselves in damnation, in. order to 
gratify their inordinate wishai ? 

Hmen say, that now,' from the length of time 
that has elapsed, it is impossible >to find out 
the persons to whom they owe reistitution ; the 
amwer is : let them make sise of diligence and 



iMMidmSfcy for tltat purpose ; and thefij^ if ^t^f 
endeavours prove: uDsiiccessfal, lelt theiii giv^ 10 
tbepoov the valo^ af that, to which ijb^y; lire 
€onsd0ii0 fbey have -no right. Certainly jtfae 
r^ht owners^ whoever they may be, would. i^ 
ther have their property e[n{doyed iu suepQurf 
iti^the indigent, than remain at the disposalof 
the unjust pwsiessor.. 

If, therefore, my beloved fmnds, if your con^ 
eeienees r^roaeh you with any oblation to 
irestitution, profit, I coo jure yon, by the refleo- 
tioDS and admonitions you have this day heard. 
Ah ! you may derive at present many satisfac^ 
tioias fromf the frqitig) of your injustices : but 
bow loog will they, last ? At most but a few un^ 
^Deriain y^rs : while the miseii^,. wbicb .moat 
he the consequence of theu^ shall never end. 
Will you forfeit your happiness tbroagho«i4etev- 
tkityy for. the sake of riches, which glide away 
' Kketbe phantoms of a dreatn? TSo : if it cannot 
^be done otherwise, do not hesitate to bnil4 
your salvation on the ruins of your earthly proa- 
^ perity • Tremble lest the cries ^ of the inj ured, 
' ascending to the throne of God, should bring 
< down on you and yours an accumulation of ca* 
lamities :-^the cries of those, whose services 
you have rigorously exacted, and to whom wi& 
pitiless he£(vts you have denied ihmt recom- 
pense :-*-4he cries, of those, whphave nourished 
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ftod clothed yon, -and have kibt yet obtslilied 
from you their jdst demands : — ^the cries of the 
labourer, who for yba' has painfully toiled:-*-* 
the ciries of the widow asdtfae o^han: — the 
cries of those^ who having engaged you to their 
service, and placed their confidence in. you, 
liave found themselves robbed and plundered 
by you, while they paid you for watching over 
and securing their interests. The Lord omni- 
potent hears those cries, and who shall defend 
you against his wrath, against the vindictive 
lightnings, with which he arms himself ^r 
your destruction ? 

Listen to these strong expriessions of the apo- 
stle St James : Go to naw^ ye rich men; weep 
and hawlfor your miseries that shall com^ fipan 
you* Your riches are corrupted and your gar- 
-meuts are moth-eaten^ your geld and sUver are 
fankered: and the rust of them shall be for a tes- 
timony against you^ and shall eat yourJUsh like 
Jire. You hiwe stored up to yourselves iorath 
against the last day. Behold the hire of the la- 
.bourerSf who have reaped down y bur fidds^ whieh 
hy fraud has been kept back by yoUf crieth : and 
the cry of them hath entered into the ears of the 
Lord ofSabiaoth. (James v.) Yes, my beloved 
friends, I exhort ^nd entreat you to do justice 
-and restore the fruits of dishonesty, as a itiini- 
fiter of the gospel pf p^ace, abxiods for your 
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safety and happjiness. Ob ! regard these friendly 
admonitions now ; or it will not be long before 
death speaks to you, in a more terrible tone. 
Death will tear all out of your hands. Then 
you must surrender it; and surrender it with- 
out merit ; but with desperation in your hearts, 
and the seal of eternal reprobation on your fore- 
heads. Hasten, then, to prevent this terrible 
summons ; hasten to emancipate yourselves 
from the servitude of iniquitous mammon ; and 
to secure your title to the crown of justice, with 
which the Lord, the just Judge, is desirous to 
present you. 



END OF VOL. I. 
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